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Grrte well CHAUCER whan ye mete 

OfditetuandofCiinRcsgladc, ,1 

The which he— matte, 

Thelonde fullftlled in overall. GOT^'EIU 

Mf maifter CHAUCER — chiefe pnete nf Bretayne — - 
"Whom kit this Itmde fchulde of ng^t preferre, 
nth of oar lansane he was the lode.fterre^.. 
That made ftrfl to d) llyllc and raync 
The gold dewe dnipys nf fprcbc and eloquence 
Into nur til PRC thrush hisi excellence. LYDGATE. 

The honour of EnfjliCb tone is (1cde-~. | 

Mt niAvflcr CHAUCEK, flr>ure of eloquence, 
^irmuroffrudlut.uscntcndcmcnt, ' 

Univerfelfadlr infci-wRce \ 

Tliiti londis vcrray trefoil r and riche{Tb>~. ' i 

Thcflrflefyndcr uf Our foyicJarcacc- OCCLEVE. 

Venerablll CHAUCER, princiiiallpoctc but pcroj | 

BevlBly trampct,orlc;;c a:<(1 rctt> ierc. 

In eloquence bftlnic, condii^ and (li.kil, I* ^ 

Mylfcy fountane, ck-ref'.ra:.d,ar.vl r..i&iiall, ? 

Offrefchecnditc throw AIM'Junilandliraid. DOUGLAS. ]i . | 

O reverend CI I AUCKR! rofc of rcthouris all, f j 

Ac In cure tount; Tiour in-i|>crial 
Thatraifcin Brittancevjr,f;uhareidis right 
Thoo beliis of M^.lccri tho triiiinph» ruyall. 
The frcfche enamllt tcrn^cs cclclliall : 
ThU mater couth haif iUuniinlt fiiilhrJcht, 
Was thou nochtfOf our InRMsrJl ihc llK^it, 
8armountin{^ every tounjj tcrrci: ri.-.ll 
As fr.ra* Mavi's murro— t\<\\z miilni^ht. DUNBAK. 
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THE CANTERBURY TALES. 

THE WIF OF BATHES PROLOGUE. 

ExpiRiEMcc, thooghnon audoritee 

Were in this world, is ri^ht ynoagh for me 

To fpeke of wo that is in mariage ; 5 ^ 95 

For, Lordings, fin I twelf yere watof age 

(Thanked be God that is etcrne on live) 

Hulbondes at chirche dore have I had five, 

(If I fo often might han wedded be) 

And all were worthy men in hir degree. 5590 

'^- SS^l-"} I have already giTcn my reafoos for following the 
beft mff. in placing thi» Prologue of The Wife of Bathe next to 
The Man of L'awes Talc, Difcourfe^ l*fc. \ 16. The want of 
a few Tcrfes to conncft this Prologoe with the preceding Talc 
was perceived long ago, and the defeft was attempted to be 
luppiicd by the author of the following lines, whiclt in nif. J7« 
are prefixed to the common Prologue ; 
Oaw Ooft gta Uio .to lokc up aaoa. 

Gode tnen, quod he, herkeneth evericluiae* 

As eter* mote I iir^v!k»'w<fn or al« 

This Marchant hath itold a mcry Tale, 

Bove Jannrle badde a litber Jape, 

Hie wyf put in bia bood aa «f%. 

But hereof I vil leve off a« bow. 

Dame W7f of Bathe, qond he, I pray yott 

Telle u» a Tale now aezte after thia. 

Sir Ooft, fuod flie, fo God my foale blh 

Jl% I fully thereto wil confente, 

And alfo it la myB hole entente 

Tu done yoir all^ difporte aa that X can. 

But holde me cscufed ; I am a woman : 

I can not reherfe as thefe clecket koae. 

And riytanoa flif bath hir Tale bygunae. 
Experience, Vc. 
The &me lines ace in mfl*. Bod. C- and ^. I print them here la. 
•Tier to juf^ify myfclffor not iiiierting them \n the tc*t. 



THl wf^ OF BATHES PkOLOGUBk 
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But me was told, not longe time agon if. 
That iithen Crift tie wont ncTer but oois 
To wedding in the Cane of Galilee, 
That by thatilke eBfampl«-taught he m^ 
That I nc (huide wedded be bat ones. 5S95 

X.0) herke eke, which a iharp word for the dodcs, 
Belide a Welle Jefu God ami man 
Spake in reprefe of the Samaritan ; 
Thou haft yhadde five hulbonds, fayde he. 
And thilke man that now hath wedded thee 5 6c^ 
Is ifDt thyn hulbond. Thus faid he terrain, 
What that hcnent therby lean not fain ; 
But that 1 aike why that the fiflthe man 
Was noR huftond to the Samaritan ? 
How many might Iht have in manage ? 5^'S 

Yet herd I ncVer tbllen in min age 
Upon this noumbre diffinitioun ; 
Men may devihe and glofen up and douo. 

But wel 1 wot fcxprefle withouten lie 
God bad us for to wex atid ttinltiplie ; J 6 !• 

That gentil text can I wel onderftoad : 
£ke wel I wot he/ayd that min huiboo<it 
Shuld leve fader and moder and take to me; . 
But of no noumbre mention made he 
Of bigamie or of o^ogamie ; 'S^^S 

Why ibuld menthartfpeke of it vilaiue? 

Lo herc'ttie wife King, Dan Salbiixon. 



As WIMBfiChllfEinBMlVUB'tOMDMf'''' '!>•''' -.iff*- 

>beitfirdliedW£ialoftiMJbiO- •' » J^flO 

lodwMtli»ooUpplBiif,wto3iynittey .: ■ • 

IwlirileiiigiitlimMnMiflalHit''^* ' 

nth edw «£iMii. firw4if« Utai tan Mm . r : ydtl 

ikflcd be God fltl hii^ wiiWa fin t .'. 

Mcome die foAA^mkm, tint'ever he ftdDLi 

or fith ^MMfbhtg^mi dnfle ia aH,.. ; 

irhanminl^dhMidiifiotfae'ifOiidTgoiie* '. 

oinCriftcn^efffcii»nsddeB-me.imon; < $€^ 

or than the afMAleiUth dnt i «m £e« 

Wtwedde a'GoddetfliilfiNteritliketltaes 

le faith, that tt> ho wedded it Mfiioer ' 
letterifttohd wedded dm tohr^me. .i'.. 

WhatrekkediibethoiighleikiBy^^hait .5635 

)f ihrewed t ■— wh MidfaJtbigwae j ;■ 

Of aKiniriir.a4»ftkt.iK«adfti«flit.at.»i .* 

or vblche I iMveieiMal iMtllK MIb 
Botbeoftaerf ipt^i^naiid^^neelMea. . 

XHtV^WPBCNB tMHni fMlyt vWIHBi|l 

And divsdGi J!n4Tk.ia ina^f ib«4iv ira(h» . . . 

' ^ ,Of ftve H «| H ii< M M*I*«*"'»/ \ •"/ ' 
'WelcoiM tfte,4^thc, fSe, 

f thefe lino arcriot 'd laaa a ^' they tfe eaertitirfy more In mi 

nMmerduMithefeacrrtltyofdK iiita elo m ofhfaB. BBrfaapt 

le wrote tl)f;ni,ai)fL^ftfii;«WTd»tdottedthcm out» Thqrcome 

n but kwkwardly bere, and he has ufitd UlC ^(dDid^ilLVdnv^ 

mother plMce, M4rcbi T.-m^srjfiU 



5 THB WIF OF BATHES mOL«GUK» 

I wot wel Abraham was an holy man, 

And Jacob eke, as for afrever I can,.. 

And eche of hem had- vi ves mo than two, 

Andmanyanctfher holy man alio. 5640 

Wher can ye feen in any maner a]^e 

That highe Ood defended manage 

9y ejcpreife word ? I pray you telleth me. 

Or wher commanded he firginltee ? 

I wotat wel as ye, it is no drede, S^AS 

The apoftle, whan he fpake of maidenhede. 
He fald chat precept therof had he non ;' 
IMeq may confeille a woman to ben on. 
But confeilliiig is no commaadement ; 
He put if. in our owen jug^ment. 5 65O 

For hadde.Ood commanded maidenhede. 
Than had he dampned wedding out of drede ; 
And certea if ther were no fede yfowe 
Virginitee than wherof ihold it growe ? 

Poule dorfle not commanden at the left .S^SS 
A thing of. which his maifier yaf non heft. 
The dart is fette up for virgimtee, 
Catch who fo may, who renneth beft let fee* 
But this word Is not take of every wight, 
£iit ther as God wol yeve it of his might* 566« 
I- ->Yot wel that the apoftle was a maid, 
}iut natheles, though that he wrote and faid 
He woM that every wight were fwiche as he, 
-4>i'// js'^ut con fell to virgiaiuc* 



riff: 9f «AT3»s f tttuianty f 

kwifheyafinelevdt ' ^66j 

fo jp*i8 it noQ reprove 
;, if that my make die» 
pti«tnof bigamie; 
y^jkd .woman for to touche, 
I his bed or in his couche) s6y% 

h fire and tow to aiTemble ; 
t.thi3enrample may refemble. 
od fom, he held virgioitee 
.an wedding in freeltee : 
e- 1, but if that he and (he S^5 

Uvea all in chaflitee) - 
I, I have of non en vie 
ed preferre to bigamie ; 
to be ckne in body and god : 
wol not maken bod. 5680 

know a lord in hia honihold 
Tcry veiTell all of gold : 
:e* and don hir lord fervice. 
>lk to him in fondry wi£e« 

unt it welf I have non envie — Though maiden- 
tmi^ So thefe two vcrfcs ftand, without any 
ce, in fl)I tlie mfl*. if they are right we miilt 
:rrt to lignify the fame as be preferred w. 
mple of fuch a conftructton I have ventured 
of the text. It might have i)cen as well, per- 
il the hrft line untouched, and to h&vc cor- 
d only thus ; 
idebhed be preferred It bigatnle. 




lO THE WIF OT BATHES PROLOGUE. 

And .e verich hath of God a propre gi ft, S^^5 

Som this, fom thit, m that hitn iiketh fhific. 

Virginitee it gt^ perfiedion, 

And continence eke with detrotioa ; 

But Cria,,that of perfedion is welld, 

Ne bade not cretj wight he fliiild go felle 5 690 

All that he had and jert it to the poure, 

And in fwiche wife follow him and his lore : 

He fpakc to hem that wold live parfitly, \ 

And, Lordings, (by your kve) that am nat I : 

I wol beftow the flour of all myn age j 695 

In th* ades and the firait of mariage. 

Tell m^ alfo to what conclofion 
Were membresmade of generation, 
And of fi> parfit wife a wight ywrought f 5^99 
Trufteth me wel they were nat made for nought. 
Glofe whofo wol, and fay bothe up and doun, 
That they were made for purgatioun 
Of urine, a&d of other thinges (imde, 
And eke to know a female from a male ; 
And. for non other caufe ? fay ye no f 5 7^^ 

The experience wot wel it is not fi>. 
So that the clerkes be not with me wroth 
1 fay this, that they maked ben for both. 
This is to (ayn, for office and for efe 
Of eogendrure^ ther we not God difplefe* 5 7 tO 

Why (huld men elles in hir bookes fette 
TAst n^an ib^l jehkn to hU wU btf e^dcuc ! 
4 



TBS-Wir OV BATBSS PftOLOODI. II 

How wherwith flmld he make hit ptyement 
If he ne ufed hk fely inftrameiit ? 
Than were. diey made npoD a creaitnre 5715 

To purge urine, and eke for engendmre* 
■ But I fay not that every, wight it hold. 
That hath fwiche hameis as I to yon told, 
To gon and ufen iicm in engendnire ; 
Than ihuld men take of chafUtee no core. 5 7 to 
Criib wat a maide, and (hapen at a man, 
And-jnany a feint, iith that thit world began, 
Yet lived they ever in parfit chafUtee ? 
I n*ill enviewith no virginitee. 
Let hem with bred of pured whete be fed, 5 7 25 
And let ut wives eten barly bred : 
And yet with barly bred, Mark tellen can, 
Our Lord Jefu refrcfhed many a man. 
In fwiche eflat as God hath depcd us 
I wol perfever, I n*am not precious. 5 730 

In wif hode wol I ufe min inflrument 
As frely as my Maker hath it fent. 
If I be dangerous God yeve me forwe, 
Min huibond ihal it have both even and morwe, 
Whin that himliU come forth and pay his dettc. 5 735 
An huibond wol I have, I wol not Ictte, 
Which (hal be both my dettour and my thrall. 
And have his ti ibulation withall 
Upon his fiefli, while that I am his wif. 
I have the power during all my Ul ^•^ \<:i 



X% TBR -Wll OT BATHES PKOLOGlI«i 

f 

Upon hUptopre body and nat he; 
Right thus the l&poftle told it anto xnc, • • • 
And^ad our hnlbondi for to loi&vk yid : 
All this fentesce mc liketh eTcry del. 

Up ftert thd Pardoner, and that ancm \ '5 ?4S 
Now, Dan\^quod he, by Qodand by Seint John 
Yebenanobleprechourinthiscasik. * « 

1 was about.to wed a*wif, alas ! 
What ? ihuld I bie it on my fleih fo dere ? 
Yet ha4 1 lever wed no wif to-»yer^. '3 1$^ 

Abide, quod ihe, my Tale is not begonoe; ' 

Kay, thou (halt drinken of another tonne, 

^ that I gp, Ihal laYor worfe thai^ale : 

And whan that I have told thee forth m^ Tate ' 

Of tribulation in nuriage, ,5755 

Of which I am expert in all min age," ' 

(This is to fayn myfelf hath ben tlie whippe) • 

Than maied thou chefen wheder thonuwolt fippe 

Of thilke tonne that 1 ihal abroche ; 

Beware of it er thon to neigh approcho, 57^ 

For I fhal tell enfamples mo than ten. ** 

Who fo that n*iU beware by other men 

By him ihal other men corredled be : « ' 

Thifc fame wordes writeth Ptholomee, 

^. 57/14. wriutb Ptbclomee} In the margin of mf. C I ft 
the following quotation : ** C^i per alios nun ci/rrigituTf ^alU. 
•* per ipfum corrigcntur :** but I cannot find any fuch pafTage. 
In The Almagefte. I fufiicd that The Wife of Bathes copy of 
Ptolemy was very different from any tliat 1 have been able t» 
fiieet with. See another quotation ficm him, vcr. 7906. 



TBB mii Off BATtfSS PROLOGUE* Tj 

Rede in his Alniajefte, and take it there. 5 765 

Dame, t woM pray you, if your will it were, 

SftyHc this I^ardoDcr, as yc began 

Tell forth your Tale, and fpareth for no man. 

And techeth us yonge men of your pradikc. 

Gladly, qood flie, fm that it may you like, 5 7 70 

But that I pray to all this compagnie. 

If that I fpehe after my fantaiie. 

As taketh not a |»r«efe of that I fay. 

For min entente Ts not but for to pUy. 

Now,Sircs, than wol I tell you forth myTale.5 7 75 
As ever mote I drinken win or ale 
I (hal fay foth, thehuibondes thatM had 
As three of hem were good and two were bad. 
The three were goode men ahd riche and olde ; 
Unncthes mighten they the flatute holde 5 780 

In which that thoy werebounden unto mc; 
Te wot wcl what I mebeo^thiti parde* 
As God me hclpe 1 laugh whan that I thinke 
How pitoufly a«night I made hem fwinke. 
But by my fay I tolde of it no ftore : 57^5 

They had nit yeven hir lond and hir trefore ; 
Me nedcd not do lenger dilij^cnce 
To win hir love or don hem reverence. - 
They loved me fo wel by God above 
That 1 ne colde no dcintee of hir love. 5 790 

A "wife woman wol belle hire t ver in en 
^< i getcn hir love tlier as flie hath non, 
/Wam^II/, B 



"-"no thrifty cloth. .jjj, 

'""yneigheboiiie. lions' 
in thou To amorouj ' 

nr.Ietehyjipcbe. • 

• goffiboTBfrand, ,«», 

:)thouch«kll„»fc,4 

cpUydntohi.hou*. 

»«»*•• «ltonteii«.,ttout, 

^^ " -<« b«ftJt^ "^l*" "^ •• 'he 
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'l6 .TBfwir tr ftATVES »iioi:.otnrE. 

And precheft on thy bcnche with eiil prefe : - ' 

Thou faydb'to me, It is a^gret mefchiefc ' 5^3^) 

To wed a potire woman for cafiage ; * 

And if thatihe be riche bf high parage, ' 

Than fayd thou that it is l>tourmencrie 

To foifre hire ^ride and hire melkncolie : 

And if that (be be faire, thou.wniy kaave, 5 83J; 

^X hou fayfl that erery hoioiur wol hire have ; 

She may ho whilein thaftitee abide 

That is aflaiiled upon every fide. 

Thou fayft fiom folk define us fbr richefle, 

Som for our ihape, and fom for our fairDefle, 5 84O 

And fom for ihe can eyther fing or dancfc, 

And fom foi'geAtilleifc and daliance, 

Som for hire hondes and hire armesiinale : 

'i'hufl goth aii«to the devil by tby tale. 

Thou fayft men may not kepe a caftel wal, 5 845 

It may fo long afiailled be over al. 

And if that (he be foul, thou fayft tlyit flic 

Co veteth every man that (be m^y fee; 

For 2ii a fpaniel flie wol on him lepe 

Til ihe may fioden fom man hire to chcpe. 5 850 

Ne non fo grty goos goth ther in the lake 

(As fayft thou) that wol ben withoute a make : 

And fayft ic is an hard thing, for to welde 

A thinn^ that no man wol histhankes helde. 

Thus fayft thou, lorel, whan thou goft to bed, J 855 
-^rj (J that DO wife man iieJcth for to wed, 
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eotendethurtoheven. 

ider dint and firy lereo 

d ncfcke be lo-broha . 

at dropping houfeiandeke fmoke, 

res, iRikcD men to See jSil 

che«n old m.n for fo chide? 
Ewiieswol DUr eiceiihi 
ndthin wewolhemflii 
i a proYcrbc of a fiirawe 

I U diiLTfe Aouodea, 

■ndalUwkhchgibondr 
a, dolhea, and crsy, 

ddcd, olde docirrt Oirewe, 

rothiiiidirpltfL-thme s^7S 

wok prcifcn my bcmtec, 
)re alway upon my £»«, 
airt: Dame in every place; 
ikeafeftconihilkeday 
e, and make QIC frcfli and gay; jSBa 

nberere within my boar, 

■tni AcliimBeniuid,Fi,fieta69^,TO^V» 



587c 
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890 



od, 

589* 



U ynough thee thar not pkinen thee. : \ 

ayft alfo if that wc make an gay 

hing and with precious array 59^ 

peril of our chaflitee : 

rich forwe thou enforccft theC) 

thife wordcs in the apoftles name ; 

adc with chaftitee and ihame * 

1 ihul appareile you, (quod he) 59^5 

I treflcd here and gay perrie, 

(le with gold, ne clothes riche* 

y text ne after thy rubriche 

fork as inochel as a f^nat. 

alfo r walke out like a cat ; j 93« 

wolde fenge the cattes (kin 

he cat wel dwel**"^ ;«'K:— j- 



THE Wir OFSATBtSPKOLOGVC* 

'his is to lay, fr I be gay, fire (hrewe, 

wol renne out my borel for to Ihewe; 

ire olde fool, what helpeth thee to fpien ? 

'hough tkou pAy Arguswith hishondredeyen^p^^ 

*o be my wardecorps, as he can heft, 

1 faith he ihal not kepe me but me left s 
'et coude I make his herd, fo mote I the. 

Thou (ayeft eke that chcr ben thinges three^ 
Vhich thioges gretly troobleh all this erthe, 5^4^ 
knd that no wighc ue may endure the ftrthe : 
> lefe fire ihrewe, Jefn fliort thy lif. 

Yet precheff thoo, and fayii. An hateful wif 
''rekened is for on of thife mefchances^ 
le ther non other maner refemblances S9S^ 

'hat ye may liken your parables to 
(ut if a fely wif be on of tho ? 

Thou likened eke womans love to helk. 
To barrein lood ther water may not dweller 

Thou likeoeft it alfo to wilde fire ; 5 955 

The more it brcnueth the more it hath dcfire 
To confume every thing that brent wol be« 

Thou fityeft right as wormes ihende t tre 
light fo a wif deilroieth hire huibond; 
.'his knowen they that ben to wives bond. 5960 

Juordings, right thus, as ye han underftond, 
iare I ftifl jr min old hufbondes on bond, 
That thus they faiden in hir dronkenncfle; 
ad:iJJ was faJ/k but as I toke witntfie 
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OjLArd!diep6iii0ldid'lieinanMdi^*l>^>) w. r 

For M«nlioAi^eawtetel>wi# wfiwil '*r{w jr- ^' 
I coode jpMli^iuid'ftw«iit-d»giUyi(r.'i viryn-, /^-r r' 

Or cllei^bftcB<llfetfcadbfwt%tltMo // r^xiiir: -59^ 
Who lb ft^ Cometh tbi^ieiiillini giter'^ ' 
t|difinedfit^lbjid»«tr.ivtiHJ9dUNtib'f rifi)- /. 

They irt^fcrf>iid4o«d:Blm Mb MlUtfo^ 
Of thing tbcii»faidi^he)i!ttc«]ri'a|iKhibU<f)u -. 
Of wenches wold-lbertnJi to oftiUond'''' ' :- S97}S 
Whdb!fl«& Aif 4Hnr«aii^tbtfiii|i%M tfccy ftood, 
YeDtikcIed I huThene for thM>he / ^ - ' / •>• ,t vt . 
Wendthlft'f lMdtffhte]-fbgr^cliiei«c0r:br' • 
I fwore th$i di^ aif ttalitiag ittir hyviglit'' ' 
Was for to efpien^wvndies chat he digfatti i . ' . : '. 59^8^ 
Under that Maui' hid I'ii|atiyt'4Rtrthirr '•::'.* * 

JkirWl fwiche wit it'yctvn wi knmr 4iMi-fi > . 
Deceite, wefnngy^iuHRg, Ood-kM'yHett 
To women kindlf whUe diat4bey itity UVM: 
Aad^hdiMlf diftfiiglmaya^MtniHil faief "^ "■ 5985 
At th' ende l^fttdthtt 'botcr kt'idtt Atg^} ' 
By A<iglM w^rn^ or by ibm:maaef ttipngV ^ 
As by continuti «talAMti)r«r gmiehifagf > r- : 
Namely a*bed ; tlwrhaddtii ^hcy tiMibhkiiotv. 
Ther wold I chidt^imd don Ho^'^nofdefiuicet 599D 
I wold no leilgirtn th« bed attidi^ ■ ' ^, ''' 

•Jftftat i £ckhi$^inia(p.^iKP my (Mfe^' 
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Til l^e had made hit rannfim onto me. 
Than wol4-I SioSre him do his nicetee : 
And therfore every man this Tale 1 tell, j^ 

Winne who fo may, for .all is for to fell. 
With empty hond men may no hankes lurt; 
Eorwinning wold I ail his loft endnrtf 
And maken me a feined appetite 
And yet in hacon had I never delit, 60 

That maked roe that ever I wold hem chide; 
For though the Pope had fitten hem hefide 
I wold not fpare hem at hir owen bord. 
For by roy tronthe I quitte hem word for word. 
Am helpe me veray God omnipotent, 6c 

Tho I right now ihuld make my teftariient, 
I nc owe hem not a word that it n*ia quit ; 
5 brought it fo abouten by my wit 
That they mud yeve it up as fori the beft, 
Or elles had wt never ben in reft ; 
^^ For though he loked at a wood leon 

4 Yet fhnld he fsille of his condofion. 

'[ Than wold I &y, Now, goode Icfe, take k 

\* How mekely loketh Wilkin oure ihepe ! 

>[ Come ncr my fpoufe, and let me ba thy che^ 

} Ye fhutden be al patient and meke. 

And han a fwete fpiced confcience, 
6ith ye fo prechc of Jobes patience. 
Soffreth alway fin ye fo wel can preche, 
^ndbutye do, cpruin wc ihal you tcchr 
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That it is faireto ban a wif in peea. 

On of us two maSk bowen dontelees ; 

And iith a man is more relbnalble 

Than woman is ye moften ben fufirable. 

What ailetfa. you to grutchen tbus-and grone i 6025 

Is it for ye wold have my queiot alonfe / 

Why take it all; k>, have it every del ; 

Peter, I flirew you but ye love it wel f 

For if I wolde fell my Mle eboft . 

I coude walke as fresihe as is a rofe, 6o3# 

But I wol kepe it for your owen toth. 

Ye be to blame, by God I fay you foth. 

Swiche mancr wordes hadden we on hond. 
Now wol I fpeken of my of fburthe hulbond. 

My four the hufbonde was a revellour, ^035 

This is to fayn, he had a paramour, 

And I was yooge and ful of ragerie, 

Stibborne and fbrong, and joly as a pie ; 

Tho coude I dancen to an harpe fmale» 

And iing y wis as any nightingale, 604Q 

Whan I had drooke a draught of fwete wine. 

Metelljus, thefoule cherle, the fwine, 

That with a ftaf beraft his wif hire lif 

For (he drank wine, though I had ben his wif 

Ne fhuld he not have daunted me fro drinke ; 6045 

And after wine of Venus moil I thinke ; 

^. 5042. MiuUluil This ftoiy is told by Pliny« Kat. Hifi. 
1. xiv. c. 1 3, of one Mecenius; but CUauci^t ^ToX^^XikX^ ^(S^v^H^t,^ 
yalaius BUximus, I. vi, c. 3. 
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For al fo fiker as cdld cngendrctfa Hayl ^ i ' •. • 
A likerous mouth moilhan a liker£iM tayh .- '• 
In woman viiiolent is Ao defence,. '■• . -.: .. 

This knowen lech«uis.Ky experience, i *. .. 6059 

But, Lord Crift!' whan that it remfimbixtiL oblc ' ' 
Upon my youth, and on my jolitec^ ! ., y 
It tikdcth me about myn herte rott i , ' 
Unto this day k doth myn herte bote^ 
That I have had my world as in my time* -^ 1 60SS 
But age, alas! that altwol envenime, ' . .1 .. 

Hath me beraft my beautee and my pith; . 
Let go, farewei, the devil go therwith i, • 
I'he flour is gon, ther n'i» no more to tell; 
The bren as I beil may now moile I fell, ■ 6c6q 

But yet to be right mery wol I fond. 
Kow forth to tellen of my fourthe hiiibond* ' * 

I fay I had in herte gret dcfpit . 

That he of any other had dclit : 

But he was quit by God and by Seiot Joce 1 6c6s 

I made him of the fxme wood a croce. 

Not of my body-in no foule manere. 

But certainly I made folk fwiche chere ^ 

That in his owen grefe I made faim frie 

For anger and for veray jalouile. CofQ 

By God, in erth I wa« his Purgatarie, 

For which I hope his foulc be in glorie : . 

^. 6049. In woman i4nolna2 Hem. dflak. lA^i^l 
' Cmr pa/fi/oe ftmmt et CDjynt 

El n*a fHilat en foy dc dcffence.— 
#-- 6o(fS' Scmt7oce'\ Or yojf:. Sanaus.3uAoCM%vjai%x^Atv\tA 
oathlcu, /'ocab. Ua^icl. pruiixcd toMcnat"^,Etyma.¥r. 
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hfff God it wote, he fate f ul oft and fonge 

Whan that his (ho fol bitterly him wroog^e; 

Ther was no wight, favc God and he, that wide 

In many a wife how fore that I him twifle. 607 6 

He £ed whan I came fro Jerufalem, 

And lith ygrave under the rode-beem; 

All is his tombe not fo curious 

As was the fepulcre of him Darius, 6080 

WTiich that Appelles wrought fo fotelly : 

k is but waft to bury hem precioufly. 

Let him farewel, God give his foule reft. 

He is now in his grave and in his cheft. 

Now of my fifthe hufbunde wol I telle : 6oZs 
God let his foule never come in helle : 
And yet was he to mc the mofte ftirew ; 
That fcle I on my ribbcs all by rew. 
And ever fhsd unto m'ln ending day : 
But in our bed he was fo frcih and gay, 6090 

And therwichall he coude fo wel me glofe, 
Whan that he wolde han my htlUcbofct 
That chough he Iiad me bet on every bon 
He coude win agen my love anon . 
I trow I loved hini the bet, for he 6095 

Was of his love fo dangerous to me. 
We wimmcn han, if that I fhal not lie. 
In this matcre a queintc fantalie. 
"Wuite, what thing wc may nat lightly have 
'I'heraftcr woi we cry aH da v and crav^ . (>\':yi 
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Forbede us thing and that defiren we ; 

Prefe on as hH and thanne wol "we-flee. 

With danger ottreh we all ovr chafiare ; 

Gret precftiat market maketh dcre ware. 

And to gret chepe is holden at litel priie ; 6 105 

This knowethr every woman that is wife. 

My fifthe hufbonde, God bis fonle bleffe, 
Whi<ih that I tokefbr love and no richefle. 
He fomtime was a clerk of Ozenfbrde, 
And had left fcole, and went at home it borde 6110 
With my goflib, dwelling in cure toon, 
God have hire foufe ! hire name was Alifbuii. 
She ktaew my herte and all my privetee 
Bet than our pariih preeft, fo mote 1 the : 
To hire bewiisd I my confeil aH, 61 1$ 

For had my hufbond pified on a wall. 
Or don a thing that ihuld have cod his lif^ 
Tq hire, and to another worthy wif. 
And to my.nece, which that I loved wel, 
I wold have told his confeil every del : 6l26 

And fo I did All pften,Ged it wote, 
That made his face ful often red and bote ' 
For ¥eray ihame, and blamed himfelf for be 
Had told to me fo gret a privetee. 

And fo befell that ones in a Lent 6x25 

(So often times I to my goffib went, 
I'br ever yet I loved to be gay, 
•Andior to walkc in March| April, md M«y^ 
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Tom hoBs to hoiu, to.hd'en fondry tales) 
rhat Jankln clerk, and my goflib Dame Akt, 6130 
kiid 1 myfelf, into the feldes went. 
Aju hofbond was at London all that l.eot : 
had the better Icifer for to pleie, 
Lnd for to fee, and tkc for to be feie 
)f lufly folk. What wiA I \i her my grace 6135 
^ES (hapcn for to be, or in what place f 
lierfore made I my vifitation« 
'o Tiglliesand to proceiiions, 
o prechtflgt eke, and to thife pilgrimaget, 
o pUyn of miracleS) and mariag^, 6 1 40 

Lnd wcred upon my gay ikarkt gites* 
liife wornics, ne thife mothes, ne thife mitet, 
Jpon my paraille firett hem never a del ; 
knd well chou why ? for they were ufed wel. 
Now wol'Iteilenlbrth what happed me. 6145 
fay that in the feldes walked we 
'ill trewely wc had fwkhe daliance 
"his clerk and I, that of my purveance 
fpakc to him, and faid him how that he, 
f 1 were wide we, ihulde wcdden n\e. 6150 

'or certainly, 1 fay for no bobance, 
'et was I never without purveance 

ir* 61 37. rlCtJ.'icns} Rom. de la R, 12491 ; 

Suu vent \ olfc *. U mere £gli/ea 

Et tzccvifituiiatu 

Axxx Aopcci, aux procer.Mns, 

Aux jeuz,aux feite*,auz carolea.-.* 
^. 61//. l/otfance} Boating pride, Fr. ** Hn «f ^q«\\ e. ttv U- 
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Of mariage , nc of other thinges eke : 

I hold a moofea wit Dot worth a leke 

That hath but on hole for to fterten to^ 6lsS 

And if that faille than zs all ydo. 

I bare him on bond he had enchanted me, 
(My dame taughte me that fubtiltee) 
And eke I fayd I mette of him all night. 
He wold ban ilain me as I lay upright, 6160 

And all my bed was fui of veray blood; 
But yet I hope that ye ihuln do roe good. 
For bloQ4 betokeneth gold, as me was tauglit* 
And al was falfe, { dremed of him right naught. 
But as I folwed ^Y-.^J dames ]ore 61 65 

As w.clcif that as of other thinges more. 

But nowj Sire, let me fee; what (hall I fatn ? 

A ha ! by God 1 have my Tale again. 

Whan that my fourthe hufbonde was on bere 

I wept algate and made a fory chere^ . : 6170 

As wives moten, for it is thc.ufage. 

And with my coYerchefe covered my viiage ; 

But for that I was purveyed of a ihake 

I wept but fmal, and that I undertdke. . 

To chirche was royn hufbond.boma'morwe 6175 

With neigheboures that for him maden ibtfewe. 

And Jankin oyrc clerk was on pf the : 

As helpe me God", whan that I faw him go 

tanSy** Froifartt v. iv. c. 70. In the edUt. it Is bf^fiance. The 
thought in the next lines is taken frum Kom. <^ to £. 13914^ 

Et met ettgninl peril la dntge, 
Q^i n'a qm^urngpirtuyt a refuge. 



After the here me diotight he had a jpaire 

0^ Icgges and of feet ib- dene and faire 6 1 80 

That all my faerte I yave unto hit hold. 

He was, J trow/a twenty winter old. 

And I was foorty, if I ibal fay foth. 

But yet I had.alway a coltea toth. 

Gat-tothed i was, and that became me wele ; 6 1 85 

I hbd the jHTint of Seiflt Venus fele. 

As helpe me God f was a lufty on, 

And faire and ri€he,and yonge, and ¥i^ hegon ; 

And trewely, a« itiin hufbondestoldcn me, 

I bad the befte queint that mighte be, 6 190 

For certes I am i\\ Venerian 

In feling, and my herte is Martian : 

Venus me yave my luft and likeroufnefl*e« 

And Mars yave me my fturdy hardincfie. 

Min afcendent was Taure, and Mars therinne : 

Alas, alas ! that ever lojre was finne I 6 196 

I folwed ay min inclination 

By vertue of my conftellation; 

That made me that I coude nat withdraw 

My chambre of Venus from a good felaw ; 6lco 

Yet have I Martes merke upon my face. 

And alfo in another ptivee place : 

■|r. 6191—4.3 There four lines are wantif^ In mff. A. JJi. 
t, X. and feveral other* ; and fo are the eight lines from ver. 
tfaoi to ver. <Jio8 inch: they certainly Kv\g]ka n«^ w<i^\ \^^ 
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For God fo wifly be my falv^tion - 

I loved never by no difcretion^ , . 

But ever folwed min appetit. 

All were he ihorte^longe, blacke, or white: 

I toke no kepe, fo that he liked me» 

How poure he was, ne eke of whatdegf^e. : 

What (halde I faye ? but at the^ nvombcs.enc 
This joly clerk Jaokin, that wab fo.hendf « 
Hath wedded me with gret folempnitce. 
And to him yave I all the Idnd and £ee' 
That ever was me ycvcn therbefore, 
But afterward repented me i\\\ fore* 
He n*olde fuffre nothing of my Ufl : 
By God he fmote me ones with hi<i fid, . 
For that I rent out of his book a lefe. 
That of the fboke myn ere wex al defe. 
Stibbome I was as is a leoneife. 
And of my tonge a veray janglerefTe ; 
And waike I wold, as I had don beforn, 
Fro hous to hous, although he had it fwo 
For which he oftentimes wold prcche,. 
And me of olde Romaine gedes tcche. 

•|r. 6xi6. xuitb bhfJZ Mf. ^. reads — on tbel 
ed. Ca. 2, with the addition of (what was af 
glofs) on the cheke. In fupport of this rcadin- 
ved that Sh-Thomat More, among many C 
has ttiis In hk Merry Jeji of a Sergeant^ is'< 
Am4 n»itb titJi/t 
Upon tbeijjt 
^cgMveJUmfuch a blow.-* 
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How he Sulpititis Gallus left his irif, 6 225 

And hire forfoke for terme of all his.lify . 
Not but for open-heded he hire fay 
Loking out at his dore upon a day. 

Another Romaine told he me by riame, 
That for his wif was at a fommer gamo 6z29 

Without his weting he forfoke hire eke. 

And than wold he upon his Bible £eke 
That ilke proverbe of Ecdefiaflc, 
Wher he commandeth, and forbedeth fafte, 
Man fhal net fuffer his wif go roule aboute. 6z$S 

Than wold he fay right thus withonten doute, 
Who fo that bildeth his hous all of falwes. 
And priketh his blind hors OTer the falwes. 
And fuffercth his wif to go feken halwes. 
Is worthy to be honged on the galwes. 6240 

But all for nought; I fette not an hawc 
Of bis prov ^bcs ne of his clde fawe ; 

•^, <Vz27. open-bededl This is literally from/'tiA Max. 1. ri. 
c. 1; *' Uyorcra.dimifit,quod enm capite apcrto foria verfatam 
•' cojjnoverat." He give? the realondf this feverity ; " Lex culm 
** tibi mecs tantutn prKtinit (kuIos, quibus formam tuam 
•' appTfibcs. His <lccori& inftruraeiita compara : his eito fpe- 
** ciofa," \5^c. 

ir. 6z 30. afotnmirgamel This exprelTion, I fuppofc, took its 
rife from the fummer being the ufual (cafon for ganae«. It is 
ufetl in P. P. fol. xi ; 

J have lever here an harlotry or a/omen game— 
This ftcry is alfo from ral. Max. 1. vi. c. 3 j " P. Scmproniiis 
*' Sophtis — conjugcm repudii nota aiTcdt, vv\\\v\ ^Vvu'ii. c^'a.tv \.t 
•' 'ignvrantc ludos auf.tni fjicdlare.'* 
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old not of him correded be. 

icm that my vices tellcn me, 

do mo of ns (God wote) than I. 624$ 

ade him wood with me all attcrly; 

: not forbere him in no cas. 

' wol 1 fay you foth, by Seint Thomas, 

lat I rent out of his book a lefe, 

iich he fmote me fo that I wasdefe« 6250 

ad a book that gladly night and day 

difport he wolde it rede alway; 

ed it Valerie and Theophraft, 

ith that book he lough alway fill fail. 

e ther was a clerk fomtimie at Rome, 6tS5 

nai, that highte Seint Jerome, ■ ■ 

lade a book again Jovtnian, 

book was ther, and eke TertuUian, 

u8,TrotUla, and Helowis, 

as abbeiTe not fer fro Paris, 6260 

;3. Valerie and TbeopbraJT] Some account has been 
there two treatifes in the Di/cour/e, i'fc.n. 19.' A»to 
>rthe contents of this volume, Hieronymus conrra fo- 
t,uulTertunian^P^://i0y4irelbfficiently known ; and 
e Letters of Eloifa and Abelard, the Parables of Solo* 
d Ovid's Art of Love. I know of no Trotula but one, 
lok **CuTandarumKgritudinum mulielirium ante, in, 

partum,** is printed int. Medicos antiquos,\en.i54J. 
meant by Crijipptts I cannot gucil. 
;8. rrbicb b9ok tvas tber] I have here departed from 

which all read — In wblcb tool tber tvas eke. — Per- 
rever, it migltt I>e fuffident to put a full flop afccr Jo* 
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.ckc the Puibolci o( Salomon, 
det Art, and bourilct many on ; 
i alte chife were booden id o volume, 
tl cTcry nighcandday wathiscuftame 

/hanhehadlcifcraDdTacatioo . :. 6t$S 

oin other wordly occupaiion) 

oreden inthii book ofwikkcd wiveal 
le knew of hctn Dio legEodei and ma Ubm 
rban ben of goode wi™ in the Bible. 

For trndethwdiEitanimpaflible . ' 6»70 

That any cleik wol fpekcD good o£ vim, : 
(But if ic be of holy femtet U>«) 
Ne of Don other womao never the ma. 
Who peinted the Icon, lelieth me who? 
By Cod if -wimmcn hadden written llorici, iiJS 
A9 derko han, within hir oratories, 
They wold have writ of men more wikkedndTc 
Than all the merke of Adam may rcdrcITe. 
The children of Mercury and of Venui 
Ben ID hir werking ful coDirarioni. £ilo 

Mercury loveth wifdom and ftience. 
And Vinui loveth riot and difpencc; 
And for hir diren difpnlition 
£che falleth in others eultaiion : 

». fiiS4. «n.'i.il,*5"] IntheoManrolouyapliuetwaifird 
to be In It! (xa/f<ii'-u vben It waa In that Rgn oTlhc rmliaek 
loHhich It K» rii|,pulbd la««I iti fttnni^ tiiButnte ; Ihe 
oppiilin IJEn vris uHcil tti dcjcfilon. u In that It wu lUptiofe'il 
tebemikta. T.i Like tlie InflaiKe In the t^n, 4« txiaii- 
<sivflfRa(»wufDi<lftei,[seeaUbver. iss^lilui^^'M^^'- 
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I ■ As thus ; God WQte Mercury is defoht 6%%$ 

\. In Pifces, wher Venus is exaltat, 

^, And Venus falleth wher Mercury is retfed, 

Therfore no woman of no clerk is preifed. 
The clerk whan he is old, and may nought da 
Of Venus werkes not worth his old iho, 6190 

Than iiteth he doun and writcth in his dotage 
That wirajnen cannot kepe hir manage > 
But now to purpos why I tolde tliee 
That I was beten for a book parde. 

Upon a night. Jankin, that was onr lire, 6295 
Red on his book as he fate by the fire. 
Of Eva firfl, that for hire wikkednefle 
Was all mankinde brought to wretchedneffe. 
For tvhich thatjefu Criil himfcif was (Iain, 
That boLtj^ht us with his herte blood again. 6300 
La here expreiTe of wimmen may ye find 

i' That woman was the loffe of all mankind. 

' Tho redde he me how Sampfon loft his hcrcs, 

Sloping his lemman kitte hem with hire iheres, 

I'hurgh whiche trefon loft he both his eyen. 6305 

Tho redde he me, if that 1 ihal not lien, 

jcclion of courfe in Virgo ; but in Virgo was tlie exaltation of 
Mercury; 

She U the weltBe and the rjjrnge. 
The loft» tlte Joy, and Uie lyky nsct 
Unto Mcrcury.^- 

G/Krer\ Conf. Amant. 1. vii. fd. 1470 So inver. 10098, Cancer 
is called Jo-ves exaltation. 
^. (5j03, Tbo redde £v] Moft of the following inftance* arc 
mentioned in the F^ijola VaUru ai Rn/inum de non ducendd 
^<vorf. Sec ilfu Rom» de la R. 9140% 9^* S» «t JUiv, 
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Of Hercolet^ and oT hii Deianire, 
That caufed him to let himCclf a-fire. 

Nothing forgat he the care and the wo 
That Socrates had with hit wives two ; 6 jl • 

How Xantippa caft piiZe upon his hed. 
This fdy man fac ftiU as he were ded; 
He wiped his hed ; no more dorft he fain 
Bnt, £r the thonder ftint thcr cometh rain. 

Of Pafiphae, that was the Quene of Crete, 6$ If 
For fhrewedneifc him thought the tale fwete. 
Fie ! fpeke no more (it is a grifely thing) 
Of hir^ horrible lad and hire liking. 

Of Clitemneftra, for hire lecherie 
That falfcly made hire huibond for to die, 6^1^ 
He redde it with fol good devotion. 

He told me eke for what occafion 
Ampbiorax at Thebes loil his lif : 
My hufbond had a legend of his wif 
£r iphile, that for an ouche of gold ^3^5 

Hath prively unto the Grekes told 
Wher that hire hofbond hidde him in a place-. 
For which he had at Thebes fory grace. 

Of Lima told he me, and of Lucie; 

They bothe made hir huibondes for to die, 6^2^ 

^. 6329. 0/Lima~^ando/ZucU2 In the F.pijota yalcriiy l^c. 
for. Reg. 12. Z>. Hi, tlic ftory is told thus; ** Luna virum fuuxn 
** interfecit quern niniis odivit : Luciliafuum quern nimis ama- 
" vit. IIU fponte tnifcuit aconita : ha:c decepta furorcm pro- 
•* pinavit pro nmorit poculo,** Lima and /.una\n tMXi'^ tu\S, 
ereontydminguifbableby a fm^U ftroke over tV.C i , Vt;\\\c\\ vtvvj 
A- ej/I/jr orcrJookcd where it is, and fu^pofcd N^\veic\X. Vb w^t 
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That on for love, that other was for hate. 

Lima hire hufbond on an even bite 

Enpoyfoned hath, for that fhe vtras his fo : 

Luck likerous loved hire hufbond fo, 

That for he fhuld alway upon hire thinke 6335 

She yave him fwiche a maner love-drinke 

That he was ded er it were by the morwe: 

And thus algates hufbondes hadden forwe. 

'. Than told he me how on Latumeus 

Complained to his felaw Arius 6340 

That in his gardin growed fwiche a tree, 

On which he faid how that his wives three ^ 

Honged hemfelf for hertcs defpitous. 

O leye brother ! quod^this Arius, 

Y eve me a plant of thiike blefTed tree, ^345 

And in my gardin planted ihal it be. 

Of later date of wives hath he rcdde, 
That fom ban flain hir huibondes in hir bedde. 
And let hir lechour dight hem all the night. 
While that the corps lay in the fiore upright ; 6350 
And fopi ban driven nailes in hir brain, 
While that they flepe, and thUa they ban hem flain ; 
Som ban hem yeven poyfon in hir drink : 
He fpd.kc more harm than herfemay bethinke. 

And therwithall he knew of mo proverbcs 6^S5 

Than in this world thsr growcn gras or hcrbcs. 

'^. 6339. Latumeus} In md. Afi. i, z, itis Latymus; in the 
Fpijola yaJeriijufi cited, Pavorinusjens ait ArrtQ^ — 
t* ^355> mopnverbssl FortiijpfoUoWiHg aphoriOnafcCiPrcv.. 
n- • ■ 
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Bet n (quod he) thki habitation 
Be with a leon or a foule dragon ■ . . 
Than with a womas^uiii^for to chide. 

Bet is (quod he) high in the roof abide 6$69 

Than with an itngry woman doon in the hous. 
They ben To wikked -and ^ontr arious : 
They haten that fur &tifl»nedes loven ay. 

Ht (ayd a woriw& caft:hire ihame away 
Whan fhe -cUk of -hire ihiock ; and forther mo, 6^6$ 
A faire woman^ but ihe be chaft alfo, 
Is like a gold ting.in a ioWea nofe . 

Who coude wene or.wbo coudc fDppofe 
The wo that in min hecte was and the j^ine ? 
And whan I faw he n'olde never fine ^37^ 

To reden on this cuifed book ail nighty 
Al fodediy three leves have I plight 
Oat of his book, right as. he redde, and eke 
I widi my fid fo toke hinion the cheke 
That in oure fire he hil backward adoun; 6j75 
And he up fiertie as doth a wood leoon. 
And with his fid he fofiote me on the bed. 
That in the flore I lay as I were ded. 
And^han he faw how ftilie that I lay 
He was agaft, and wold have fled away, 6380 

Til at the lafl out of my fwongh I brayde. 
0! haft thou ilain me, falTe checf ? 1 iayde, 

hL 9. 19, and xl. zx. The obrervation in ver. 63{>4 ia !n He* 
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And for my lond ifaus haft thou mordred me ? ' 

Iir I be ded yet wol I kUTen thee. 

And nere he caine, and kneled faire adoon, ^3^S 

And fayde, Dere fufter Alifouo ! 

As helpe me God I fhal thee never finite: 

I'hac 1 have don it is thyfelf to wite ; 

Foryeve it me, and that 1 thee beieke. 

And yet eftfones I hitte him on the cheke, 6390 

And fayde, Theef, thus mnch am I awreke. 

Now wd I die, I may no longer fpeke. 

But at the iaft, with mochelcare and wo, 
Wc fell accorded by ourfelven two. 
1 le yaf nle all the bridel in min hond ^395 

"f ohan the governance of hous and lond, 
And of his toqge and of his hond alfo, 
And made him brenne his book anon ri^t tho* 

And whan that I had getten unto me 
By maiftrie aU the foverainetee, 6406 

And that hefayd, Min owen trewe wif, 
Bo as thee lift the temie of all thy lif ; 
Kepe thin honour, and kepe eke min eftat; 
After that day we never had debat. 
God helpe me io, I was to him as kinde 6405 

As any wif fro Denmark unto Inde, 
And al fo tcewe, and fo was he to me ; 
I pray to Gfid that fit in majeftee 
So blifle. Uiifoule, for his mercy dere. 
Now wol I iay my Tale if ye wol here. 6410 



TnrwiF or bathis raoLoevc. 39 

e Frere lough whan he had herd all thb: 

, Dame, quod he, fo have i joye and blifl, 

is a long preamble of a Tale. 

d w|ian the Sompnour herd the Frere gale, 

[uod this Sompnour) Goddes armei t«o> 64 rj 

re wol entermcte him cTcrmo 2 - 

oode men, a flie and eke a Frere 

fall in every difli and eke matere. 

: fpekeft then of preambulatimin ? 

: ? amble or trot, or pees, or go fit doun : .6420 

. letted our difport in this mature. 

, wolt thon fo. Sire Sompnour f quod the Frere; 

by my faith I ihal, er that I go, 

3f a Sompnour fwiche a Tale or two, 

all the folk (hal laoghen in this place. 6415 

)W elles, Frere, 1 wol bcflirewe thy face, 

•d this Sompnour) and I beflirewe me 

f I telle Talcs two or three 

•crc», or I come to Sidenbome, 

I flial make thin herte for to mome, ■ ^430 

rcl I wot thy patience is gone. 

ir Hofte cried. Pees, and that anon ; 

S414. tbe Sompnbur herd the Frere gale} The ftme word 
I below, ver. 69 1 8, ** and let the Sompnour ^aZf." In bdth 

it fecxns to be uTed roetaphorically. Gedan, Sax. figni- 
nere. It is ufed literally in The Court of Love^ ver. 1357. 

the nightin^Ie itfaid— ^o crie axiAgaie ; hence iti name 
tale or nigbtenfak. In the Ifland. at gala it uhdare^ CaHi 
'xclamare j and Hana gal, GcUVuinium. Gudm, And, Lex. 

- ' -.'D ij- ■ 
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And fayde^Let'the woman tdl hire Tale ; 

Ye fare a& EoUk that dronken bea of ale.. 

Do, Dame, tell forth yovr Talt , andthatisbeft. 6435 

Al redy» Sire, quod ike, rigkt a« you kft, 
!( 1 have licence of this worthy Frere. 

Yes, Dame, ^uod he, tell forth, and I wol here. 

THE WIF OF BATHES TALE. 

In olde dayes of the King Artour. 

Of whicktbat Bretons fpekcn g-sct honour, 6440 

All was this lond fulfihed of tac-ric; ■ 

The £lf qiiene with hire joly compa^ie 

T'^.v ■'*./'»/ P.ifrei 'TJU-l \ h^c^. tier of King Arthur*s court is 
eni(^!"uO by tJfc^K'^r'., upon pain of death, to tcU what thing 
it i^ that woi^k:?; ()o m?lt Ueiire. Af length he is tati^ht U bf 
an oli v.ninan, whom he :s enforCwtl to marry. Urry» 

■^. 64.J9. Kiiii Artaur} I hope that Chaucer, by plac?»ir: I , 
£lf quene in the dAyes of King Artour, dkl not mean to it>ii - 
jnate that the two monarchies wjq^t; equally fabulnun -iral '-I'.i- 
onar}'. Mafter Wace lias judged more candidly of the cxi'tOitj 
of our Britifh hero ; ' ' 

¥}e ^lt ifJHIsfa^.' itf tut Tcir; 

Ne l..t f ilic, IK' tu^ i'livctr. 

Tant jr.: !; >.(.n-.c v c -ilc, 

E li fah!co;,l«m f j:>le. 

Pur les coulet cnheleccr, 

Ke tot abt f»lC fablo fcBbler. Le Brtd, aC Ctttpn, riM.% A. 7. 

%■. 6441. Ibmr] MierUt Fr. from/rtf, liie frrutp. lunic ut 
tbofefantaftkalbeingsvhxhInthcGothick '.anpiua;:.^^ aie v\ill* 
cd Alfs or Elves. The correfponding names to fee in tlie other 
romance dWefis arr;^a,ital. m^badm^ Span. ; fbthat itispro* 
bable that ^ threrare derived ftoni ttae Lat./dtiim, which In 
tJie lu/tJkaai.ag^ .was corrupt^ into^twaod/ira. See Me* 

ff^ir, in V. F/e. Du Cargf^ !n v. Padus. Our fyftem of Faer&e 

f* ouJd hat ve bccU ^ch more complete M aXV o\a MicVCTS-^wtix- 
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)anited fal oft in. many a grene mede. 
*hia was the old opinion as 1 rede; 

'9 had taken the fame laudable paint to inform us upon tliat 
isul that Gervareof Tllbefyhav done, Oe. tmp.Dee. III. c. (Si ,z. 
e mentions two fpecies of demons in England which I do 
3t recoiled to have nvet with in any other author. Tlu: tirit 
e tliofe" QuMS Galli NdptUnos, Angli Portuflos, nominant.** 
f the others he Oi ys- * * Eft ia Anglii quoddim dxmonuni 
genufi, quod Uio idiomate Grant numinant. adinttar pulli 
equini anniculi, tibiis eredum, oculis fcint^Jantibux,'* tsrr. 

Tlil^laft feemf fo have been a daemon yii//r«r/V, biit 

le Portunus apq;>ean to have refembled the Gobelin^ as dcf- 
ibed by Orderie, FiteU. 1. v. p. 556 : fpeakinguf the miracles 
f St. Tauriiius at Evrcux in Nnnnamly he fays — '♦ Dxitu.ri 
enim, quern dc Dlanse phano expulit» adiluc in eddcin uri>e 
degit, etin variis frequenter formis apparens nemincn Ircdir. 
Hunc vulgus GoheltHum appellat, et per merita Sandi Taii- 
rini ab human& Ixfione coercitum ufquchtxHcafRrmnt." — ■ 
I the fame manner Oen-afe fays of the Portuni, ** Id IHIb in- 
fitom clt, ut ubl'equi pofliot et obefle non poflint.*' He ac'.djt 
deed an exception ; *'Verum unicum quafiinodnliini no- 
cendi liabcnt. Cum c:iim inter anibiguasnodi^ tcnc'^ras A»i- 
gli folitarii quandnque eqtiitant, Portunus nonnunqunm in* 
vlfus equitit'iti le fe cnpul<it, ot cum diutim comitatur eun- 
tern, tandem iorif .'.rrcptis equum in lutum ad maniim c'.n- 
cit, in quo dum infixoA volutatur, Portunus exicps r.Zi^.vi- 
numfjcit^ ct He iminfcemcHliiodibrio Iiumanam iinipilt ita- 
tcm dcridtt." — ^Thi* i» cxadly fuch a prank a< our li'A' 'or 
'op) foblin wa» tif;:d to pTay. Sec the Mutfam. Nifbt*s Z?nMn, 
a li. fc. f, and l>r.iyton*ii iWymthiJia *.-It (hnuld beiibforvcd 
lat the Pcrfuni ^according to Gcrv.ifc) were of the true Faery 
sei *' ftatuHi pufilii, dimidium pol'icis non hal>ente«." Lut 

• I Oiall here corre^ a iriitakc of my own in (he Dijl. tfc. n IV 
have ruppofctl that siiakcf^u^rr niif-tt hi»vc foUowci Drsytun in Lit 
Kff fyflem. I have f.ncr nhi'-r-c«l 'h:X lion Qjiixote(wbicb wni not 
M'kiLei till ir.CS? >* litiJ in The N^irpbidia, whereas wc U:v\c t^vv 
:itii«n cf The .Mu'.lun'.. Si,^ht'$ Dram iit iCCO; fo thai Uit^vui^ ' a^- 
tfut: HJy fj!i9 ved it ika'pnTc. 
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I fpekc of many Imndred yerei ago, 64^ 

But now can no man fee non elves mo ; 

For now the grete charitee and praycres 

Of limitonres wd other holy ireres. 

That ferchea every land and every Aremc, 

As thikk'Q as motet in the fi>nne heme, 64s o 

Blifllng balki, chambrca, kichenet, and boureSj 

Citees and hfarghes, caftles htghc and touret, 

Thropea.aiijfjberne«, diepenea apd dairieta 

Thia makath that ther ben no Faeriea ; 

For ther at wont to walkdn was an elf, 64SS 

Ther walketh now the limitour himfelf 

In undermeles and in morweninges, 

And fayth his matines and his holy thinges 

As he goth in his limitatioun. 

Women may iiow go fafely up and doun, 646(^ 

then indeed they were ** fcniir vultu, Tacie comieati.** In 
Dc: i. c. iS, he deficribci another fpeciet of harmleA <l«mona 
calloi Fo^gtii f^its FdlcUtTx. FolUtti, lul.-- The Inculmh 
mentioned bQ|ow«vcr. 6461, wai a Faery of not quite fo harm* 
leis a iuture. He fuoceededtothe andent Mnh/, and like them 
wan fuppofed to InAtd that opprei&on which goes under the 
name of the tfbiaites or nigbtmarc, PUny caIU the ephlaltef 
fjwtorum in ifuiiU inJibria, N. H. 1. 25. x. l^e litcubus ho«r 
ever, an Chaucer hifinuatea, exerted his powers for love at 
well M for hate, Oirvqf. TiUKr, Dec, i. c. 1 7 i *' Vidimus quof- 
*' (!^m Dnmoqettanto Zelo mulietes aoiare quod ad inaudita 
** prorumpunt ludibria* et cum ad concubitum eanun acce* 
** dunt tnlrft mote cas opprimunt, nee ab aliis vldentur.** 
t^. 6457. undermeles^ The undrrmele, i. e, undem-mettt 
li'os the dinner of our anceftort. Qcclhc tu oa vcr. 8 1 36. 
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lo every buih, md under every tree^ ' 
Tber b obn other Incabas but he. 
And he ne will don hem no diihonoiir. 

And fa befell it that thii King Artonr 
Had in hit hoot • Infty bacheler, 64 65 

That on a day came riding fro river ! 
And happed that; alone as (he was bpme, 
He faw a maiden walking him beforne. 
Of which maid he anon, mangre hire hed. 
By veray foice beraft hire maidenhed : 64 70 

For which oppreffion was fwiche clamour, 
And fwiche parfuite unto the King Artour, 
That damned was this knight for to be ded 
By cours of la we, and fhuid have loft his hcd, 
(Paraventure fwiche was the ftatate tho) 6475 

But that the quene a^id other ladies mo 
80 longe praieden the king of grace. 
Til he his iif him granted in the place, 

•^, 6466. xame riding fro river] Or fro the river, as It is in 
fome mfl*.: it meant firoxn hawking at waterfowl, Froij: v. i. c. 
140 ; ** Le Qomtc de Flaodres eftolt tousjoursm riviere — un 
•• jour advint qu*i1 all^ vollcr en la riviere — ct gctta fon Fau- 
•• connicr un faucon etpres le beron^ ct Ic Comtc auffi un."— So 
in c. 210, he (ays tl^t £dw. III. had with him in his army — 
** trente fau^onniers ^ cheval, chargez d'oifeaux, et bien Toi- 
'* Xante couples' de forts chiens et autant de levriers: dont il 
'* alloit, chacun joaf ou en chace ou en riviere, ainfi que il 
**luy plaifoit.** Sire Tliopas.is dsicrlbed as following this 
knightly fport, ver. 1 3665 j 

Be cbade honte at the vllde dere, 
And ride on tauUng/tr /J^ rrvere^ 
VriOi grey goOuuk on bondc. 
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And yaf him to thequene, all athircwQi 

To chcfe whether ihe wold him ia ve or fpiU. 64 Zo 

The quene thaakech the king wich.al.iiire wight i 
And after this thus ^pake ihe to the knight^ ! 
Whdn that ihe faw hire time upon « day.' ** 

Thou ilandeil yet (quod ihe) in fwiche arrays • 
That of thy-Uf yet hail thou not ieuretee^ -. 6485 
I grant thee lif.if thoacanft tellen me. 
What thin^ is it thkt women moik defiren :...!'. . 
Beware, and keppethy nekke hone. from ^ren. 
Anciif thotivaniliiottellitmeaaony • ! 
Yet wol i yewrthee levc for to gon- ■ ' '> ■' 649Q 
A twelveindnth and a day to fel:te aodkre"- 
An anfvirer'fuffifaik IB this matere ; ,. . 
And feuretco wol I have, or that thou pace» . 
Thy body fonto yelden in this place* 

Wo was the koight,-and forlvefnllylie iiketk: 649S 
But what ? he may not don all as him Bketb. . i 
And at the lafl he chef&him for to wcnde, 
And come ag^n right at the yeres endei . 
With fwiche anfwer as God wold him punray. 
And taketh hisleve,aDdwendeth forth his way. 65CO 

He fcketh every hous and every place, 
Wlicr as he hopeth for to findeft grace. 
To lernen what thing women loven moile; 
But he n? coiide ariven in no coile 
Whcr a? he mighte find in this matere ^3^5 

7 'v.o creatures according in fcro* 
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Smd fiiiden women loven beft riche^, 

Som faiden honour, fom faiden jolinefie, 

Som richearr^y, (bm faiden luft a-bedde. 

And oft time to be widewe and to be wedde. 65 10 

Some faiden that we ben in herte moft cfcd 
Whaa that we ben yflatered and ypreifed. 
He goth ful nigh the foth, I wol not lie; 
A man fhal winne us beft with flaterie ; 
And with attendance and with bcfinefle 65 1 5 

Ben we yUmcd bo the more and leffe. 

And fom men faiden that we loven bed 
For to be free, and do right as us left. 
And that no man repreve us of our vice, 
But fay that we ben wife and nothing nice : 65 ao 
For trewely ther n'is non of us all, 
If any wight wol claw us on the gall. 
That we n'ill kike for that he faith ns loth ; 
Aifay, and he fhal find it that fo doth : 
For be we never fo vicious withinne 6s 2$ 

We wol be holden wife and clen'e of Gnne* 

And fom ^den that gret delit han we 
For to be. holden ftable and eke fecre. 
And in o purpos ftedfaflly to dwell, 
And not bewrcyen thing that men ns tell ; 63 3« 
But that talo is not worth a rake-ftele. 
Parde we women connen nothing hele, 
Witncffc on Mida ; wol ye here the Tale ? 

Ovide^ zmosge$ other tkiagct finalci 
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Said Mida had utider his long-e heres 65 35 

Growing upoA hit hed two affes eres. 

The whiche irice he hid, as he bcfte mighty 

Ful fubtiUy from every mannes fight. 

That fskve hu wif ther wift of it no mo; 

He loved hire moft, and trufted hire alfo; 654O 

He praied hire that to no creature 

She n*olde tellen of his disfigure. 

She fwore him Nay, for all the world to winne 
She nolde do that vilanie ne finne, 
To make hire huibond han fo foule a name ; 6545 
She n*olde not tell it for hire owen fiiame. 
But nathelesliire thoughte that ihe dide 
That fhe fo longe fhuld a confeil hide; 
Hire thought it fwal fo fore aboute hire herte. 
That ncdcly fom word hire muft afierte ; ^550 

And fith file dorft nat telle it to no man, 
Doun to a mareis fafte by fhe ran ; 
Til (he came ther hire herte was arfire : 
And as a bitore bombleth in th^ mire. 
She laid hire mouth unto the water doun. ^SSS 
Bewrey me not^ thou water, with thy foun. 
Quod fhe ; to thc^ I tell it, and no mo, 
Min^ufbodd hath long afles eres two. 
Now ig min herte all hole, now is it out, 
I might no lenger kepc it out of dout. ,. 6560 

Here may ye fee, though we a time abide. 
Vet out it mo&c; w( jcan no qwSpX hide. ... 
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neoant cif che Talc, if ye wol here, 
Ovide, and ther ye may i^lere. 
knight, of which my Tale is specially, 63 65 
hat he faw he might not come kherby, 
. to fayii, what women lovcn moft) 
his breil ful forweful was his goft« 
ae he goth, he mighte not Ibjouroe ; 
r was come that homward muft he turnc* 
his. way it happed him to ride, 65 7 X 

s care, under a foreft fide, 
. he faw upon a dance go 
:8 foure-and-twenty, and yet mo. 
I this ilke dance he drow ful yerne, 65 7J 
that he fom wifdom (hulde lerne ; 
tainly er he came fully there 
led was this dance he n'iile not wher ; 
iture faw he that bare lif, 
. the grene he faw fitting a wif, 63 80 

r wight ther may no man devife. 
this knight this olde wif gan arife, 
d, Sire Knight, here forth ne lith no way. 
* what that ye feken by your fay, 
iture it may the better be : 6 j 85 

Ide folk con mochel thing, quod (he. 
eve mother, quod this knight, certain 
bi)t ded but if that I can fain 
bing it is that women raoft defire : 
yc jnc wiiTc J wold guitc wclyour birc. (>^«yi> 



Uti 
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Thenettetfaiof tfptli«9»nefattliee iv^ j ... 

ThoiiihtlKafc4»,ilifcieuth7liii|lit, : ' ' V 

AndIwdlteHit|paork:VeiugbUi.. . '. i.i'.i 
Have becte mf t sto akh c, q^Bod thfl-kniglft^fgfwuile 
Thaiiiie,i|MNi:flii^idiir»«ieiv«la;«miiiite . 459^ 

Thylifitta^WlwaHoiidtiKv^, .. 

Upon my Uf the fteM-woL ftf i» i- = - > 
l^et fee whkli joi'dieipniiiAHl oCiiSeiii ilky !. 
Thatweredioiial^jecckdfarlLCiliB^^ , i.^ 
That dare (ayn P»y c^tfat I flad -yy i tBch fc ■ - 
Let u» go fa ith ! w i ttomqi leader Sjpedm; : 
Tkoro«iicdAe!ajpiflkli&iBB.idkek.i: . . 
Andl>adliimtolic.^bdyaiidJia«.a6im».. . .■ 
WJian they bes edaidi tbthecointy thiafcnight- 
SaidhehadhflldhbdaywhehUhi^t^ .4661 
And redy was hia ai^fweEe^iai he fiddt*! 
Fal Aiany anQUa-wi^aiid many a mai^et ■ • ' 
And many a wide^fc^ for thattfaey ben wiTe^ 
(The qoene hifcfctf itting^at a jaftice) 
AflembledbcBJiiianf«erfbrtohere» >: ^ — 
And afterwiidtiiis knight ilrashodeiii^pcfc.' 
, To every wight codnnamded-svaafilcbce^ •: 
And that tIfeSaught fluUd ttU hi audience. 
WhatthngChatVniridly.Womenlovaihflft;. 46lj 
This knight neftHia net ftlUiMil0th>a>bQft^- i. .• 
ButtothiBcpidtMaflonanfmtfd' i - v • 
lf%AjBiiii/f'fah^'HKtiUtheco«t1tlw^ : 



^ J 
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My liege Lady, gener^illy^ quod he, 
tromen defiren to ban fo vetainetee, 66 10 

As wdl over hir hofiMmd as hir love. 
And for to ben in maiftrk him above. 
This is your mod dcfire, though ye me kille; 
Doth as you lifi, I am here at your wille. 

In all the court ne was ther wif ne maide, 6625 
Ne widewe, that contraried that he faide, 
But £aid he was worthy to han his llf. 

And with that word up ftert this olde wif 
Which that the knight faw fitting on the grene. 
Mercy, quod fhe, my foYcraine lady Queoe, 6630 
£r that your court depart, as doch me right. 
I taughte this anf^rer unto this knight. 
For which he ptighte me his trouthe there 
The firfte thing I wold of him requere 
He wold it do, if it lay in his might. 6635 

Before this court than pray I thee, Sire Knight, 
Quod (he, that thou me take unto thy wif. 
For wel thou woft that I have kept thy lif : 
If I lay falfe lay nay upon thy fay. 

This knight anfwered, Alas and wala wa ! 6640 
I wot right welthat fwiche was my beheft. 
For Goddes love as chefe a new rcquell : 
Take all my good, and iet my body go. 

Nay than, quod Ihe, 1 (hrewe us bothe two : 
For though that I be olde, fouie, and pore, ^^AS 
I n*olde for all the metal ne the ore 
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That under erthe is grave, or lith above. 
Bat If thy wif I were and eke thy love. 

My love ! quod he ; nay, my datnpnation. . 
Alas ! that any of my nation 6( 

Shuld ever (b foule difparaged be. 
But all for nought ; the end is this, that he 
Confirained was he nedes muft hire wed. 
And taketh this olde wif, and goth to bed. 

Now wolden fom men fayn paraventure, 6i 
That for my negligence I do no cure 
To tdlcn you the joye and all the array 
That at the fefte was that ilke day. 

To which thing fhortiy anfweren I fhal ; 
1 fay thcr was no joye ne fefle at al, 6i 

Ther n*as but hevinefle and mochel forwe ; 
For prively he wedded hire on the morwe. 
And all day after hid him as an oule, 
S i wo was him his wif loked fo foule. 

Gret was the wo the knight had in his thought 66 
'U''han he was with his wif a-bed ybrought ; 
He walwcth, and he turneth to and fro. 

This olde wif lay fmiiing evermo, 
And faid, O dere hulbond, benediciiif 
Fareth every knight thus with his wif as ye ? 66 
Is this the la we of King Artoures hbuR ^ . 
Is every knight of his thus dangerous ^ 
I am your owen love, and eke your wif, 
/ ani ibc which that favcd hath "vcur llf^, 
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And certes yet did lyou nerer unright-; 667^ 

Why fare ye thus with me this firfte night I 
Ye faren like a man had loft his wit. 
What is my gilt ? for Goddes love tell it, 
And it fhal ben amended if I may. 

Amended ! quod this knight, alas ! nay, nay, 6680 
It wol not ben amended never mo ; . 
Thou art £0 lothly, and fo olde alfo. 
And therto comen of fo low a kind, . 
That litel wonder is though I waiwe and wind; 
So wolde God min herte wolde bred. 6685 

Is this, quod ihe, the caufe of your untefl: ? ... 

Ye certainly, quod he, no wonder is. 

Now Sire, quod ihe, I coude amend all this. 
If that me lift, er it were dayes three. 
So wel ye mighten here you unto me. 6690 

But for ye fpeken of fwiche gentiUeffe ; 
As is defccndcd out of old richeife. 
That therfore ihullen ye be gentilmen ; 
Swiche arrogance n*is not worth an hen. ■..; ...'.. 

Loke who that is moft vertuous alway^ .. C695 

Prive and apert, and moft entendeth«y 

To do the gentil dedes that he can, . 

And take him for tl^e greteft gentilm«jQ 

Crift wol we claime of him our gentillefte, . . : 

Not of our elders for hir old richeife ; .6 700 

For though they yeve us all hir heritage. 

For which we claim*? to bea of high parage, «. 
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VjBt may they not beqscthen fior no tiliii|^ 
To non b£ as hir vertnous Utiiig, 
That made bem gmtilmeD calisd to be, 6) 

And bade u^iolven hem in (Sviche degree. 

Wcl can the wife poet of Fibrence, . 
That higfate Dabt, fp^kep of this icoteiice : 
Lo in fwiche maner rime xt'Dancpf tale. 

Fol felde up rifeth by Iris branches fiude 6; 
ProweiTe of man, for God of his goodnefle 
Wol thatwe daime of hiq| oor gentillefie ; 
Focof our elders may wt nocfaiiig cUnme 
But ten^rel thing; that'matn may hurt and main 

Eke every Wight wot thds'as wel as I, ^j 

If gentille0e were plantednaturcUy 
Unto a certaip.linage doiin iheiiwe; 
P^iye and apert, than woMtfai;y never fine 
To don of gentille£fe t he faire ofiice ; 
They mighten do no vilanle or vice. 67 

Take fire, and here it mto The derkeft hont 
Betwix this and the Mount of Caucafos, 
Apd let moD fliette the dores; and g«rthenne, 
Y et wol the ft-e as fatre lie and brenne ' 
As twenty thoufand men might it behold ; 67 
His office natnrel ay wol it hold, ' 
Up peril of my Iff, til that it die. ' 
c ^HbTc may yd fee wel how that genterie 

#. 67 to. Fitljitde ufri/etb] pante, Pur/, vil. lii; 
J(a4^voit« rf fuive per U caflA ' 
£>'Aumanaj^ro|>itatc: et queftowole 
<luei Che U da, pcrcbe da fs & cbivBU 
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U not anneted to pdAefHon, 

Sith folk ne don hir operation 6 73^ 

Alway, as doth the fire, lo, in his kind t 

For God it vrot men moun fal often find 

A lordes fone do flianic and vilanie. 

And he that wol han pris of his genterie^ ■ 

Foi' he was horen of a geotil hoas, 6 735 

And had hit ciders noUe and Tertuoosy 

And n*ill himfelven do no gentil dedes, 

Ne folwe his jpentil auncefbie that ded is^ 

He n*is not gentil, be he dak or crl, 

For vilains (inful dedes make a cherl : 6 740 

For gentilleffe n'is but the renomee 

Of thin auncellres for hir high bountee^ 

Which is a ftrange thing to thy perfone i 

Thy gcntilleflp cometh fro God alone 1 

Than cometh our yeray gentillefTe of grace i 6j4S[ 

It was no thing beqnethed us with our place* 

lliinketh how noble, as faith Valerius^ 
Was thilke Tullius HoftiUus, 
That one of poverte rofe to high noblelle. 
Redeth Seoek, and redeth eke Boece, 67^0 

Ther (hull ye feen exprefle that it no dred ia 
That he is gentil that doth gentil dedis: 

•#•. 6741. For gentiUeJH} A great deal of this rearoning is co- 
pied from Boetbius dt Con/oL 1. iii. pr. 6, See alfo R. R. a iSo,. 

For vUlaaie tnaketb villeine, 

Aadby hi* dcdc$ M cborlc i$ /cine> ffc, 

^ • • • 
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And therfore, leve hufbdnd, I thasOoochide, 

Al ^c it that min auDceftres wercnrudc, 

Yet may the highe God, and fo hope T, ' 6755 

Granten me grace to liven Tertooofly; 

Than am I gentil whan that I beginotf 

To liven vercnoufly andweiv^n'finhe. 

^nd ther as ye of poverte one repre^ 
The highe God, on whom that we beleve, 6760 
In wilful poverte chefe to lede hit lif ; 
And certe^vvery inan, maiden, or wif^ 
May underftond that Jefus hcven king ■ 
l^e, wold not chefe a yicions living. 

Glad poverte is an honeft thing certaip, 6765 
l^his wol Senek and other derkes fain. 
Who fo that halt him paid of his poverty 
I hold him rich, al had he not a iherte. 
He that coveiteth is a poore wight, 
For he wold han that is not in his might ; 6770 

But he that nought hath, ne coveiteth to have. 
Is riche, although ye hold him but a knave. 
Veray poverte is finne proprely. 

JuVenal faith of poverte merily, 

The poure man whan he goth by the way, 6775 

Beforn the thevcs he may (ing and play. 

Poverte is hateful good; and, aft I gefie, 

A fui gret bringer out of be0neire; 

^. f^777. Po'verte f* hateful good} In th\9ComnicnAzt\on of 
poierty our Author feems p\am\y to have hid in view the fol- 
Jf'u'/n;: p.iffjgc of A fabulous ccuXtctxce Xitx.vjcttvWvt'^TKvt.- 
^^'.T Adrian and SccunUub the v>h\\ofvs^):xa, tt^vor.c^'^v.^N.t^- 
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A gret ameoder eke of fapience 
To him that taketh it in patience ; 6 7 80 

Poverte is this, although it feme eleoge, 
Poffe/fion that no wight wol challenge, 
PoTcrte fill often, whan a man is loWy 
Maketh his God and eke himfelf to know. 
Poverte a fpc&akel is, as thinketh me, 6 7 85 

Thnrgh which he may his veray frendes fee. 
And therfore, Sire, fin that I you not greve. 
Of my povcrte no more me repreve. 

Now, Sire, of elde that ye repreven me : 
And certes, Sire, though non au^oritee 6790 

Were in no hook, ye gentiles of honour 
Sain that men fiiuld an olde wight honour. 
And clepe him Fader, for your gentilleiTe ; 
And au«ftours (hal I finden, as 1 gefle. 

Now ther ye fain that I am foule and old, 6795 

Than diede ye not to ben a cokewold ; 

cent of Beauvais, Spec. Hiftor. 1. x. c. 71 ; ** Quid eft Paupcr- 
** tas? OdibiU bonttnti (anitatis mater ; remotio curarum;/c7- 
•• fiintia repertrixi negotium fine damno ; fiffij^o abfque ca- 
" lumnia; fine follicitudine felicitau.** What Vincent has there 
publifhed appears to have beenextra&ed firom a larger collec- 
tion of Gnonise under tlie name of SecunduSt which a^e ftiU ex- 
tant in Greek and Latin. See Fabric. Bib. Gr. 1. vi. c x, and 
mf. Hart. ^99. The author of Pierce Ploughman has quoted 
and paraphrafed the Cune pallage, fol. is- 

^. 678 1 . eUngel Strange ; probably from the old Fr. eJloingrU* 
So in The Cuciow and Nigbtingaky ver. 1155 
Thy fonees ben fo clenge ia good fay. 

And in P. P. fol. 3, b. ; 

Where the cat is a. kiten the court is full eUn^e* 
See fol. 46, b. Sccalfo Giqff'. in v. Eloiic 
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F()r filthe, and elde alfo, fo mote I the, 

hen grete wardeiQs upon chaAitee. 

But nathcle^ fin 1 know your delit, 

I fhal fulfill your worldly appetiti 680O 

Chcfe now {quod ihe) on of thifs thinges twcy. 
To han me foulc and old til that I dey, 
And be to you a trewe humble wif, 
j And never you difplefe in all my lif ; 

Or elles wol ye han me yonge and fairc| 6805 

And take your aventure of the repaire 
!' That fhal be to your hous bccaufe of me^ 

Or in fom other place it may wel be ? 
Now chefe yourfelven whether that yoU likcth* 

This knight ayifeth him, and fore fiketh, 68X9 
But at the lad he (aid in this manere : 

My lady and my love, and wif fo derci 
1 put me hi your wife governance, 
Chefeth yourfelf which may be mod plefance 
And mod honour to you and me alfo, 6815 

I do no force the whether of the twO| 
For as you liketh it fufficeth me. 

Than have I got the maiflerie, quod fhe. 
Sin I may chefe and governe as me left. 
Ye ceriet, wif, quod he, I hold it beft. 6820 

Kifle me, quod ihe, we be no lenger wrothe. 

For by my trouth I wol be to you bothe, 

ir . 6797. Forfilthe^ ar.dehie al/Otfol TIuHigb none of the mff. 
tliMt [have fecn authorize the infcrtion of tli.c fccond/o it fccm* 
ablblutcly acceSkty, 
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This is to fayn, ye bothe faire and good« 

I pray to God that I mote fterveBWood 

But 1 to yoa, be ai fo good and trewe 6825 

As ever was wtf fin that the world- was newe. 

And but I be to-morwe as faire to feen 

A* any lady, .«mperice, or queoe, 

That is betwix the eft and eke the weft» 

Doth with my lif and deth right as yon left. 6830 

Caft up the curtein, loke how that it is.- 

And whan the knight faw veraily all this. 
That (he fo £aire was, and fo yonge therto. 
For joye he hent hire in his armes two : 
His herte bathed in a bath of blifTe, 6835 

A thoufand tin^ a*row he gan hire kiffe : ■ 
And flie obeyed him in everyithlng 
That mighte don him plefance or liking. 
And thus they live unto hir lives ende 
In parfit joye ; and Jefu Crift us fande 6840 

Hnibondes ndcc and yonge, and fresfti a-bed, 
And grace to overlive hem that vre wed. 
And eke I pray }efu8 to ihort hir lives 
That wol not be governed by hir wives ; 
And old and angry nigards of difpence 
God fend hcin fone a veray peftilehce. 6846 
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THE:FJKERES PROLOGUE. 

i Hii worthy Umitoor, this noble Frere, 
He made ahrscf « maner louring chere 
Upon the SoDipnour, but for honeftee 
No vilains word as yet to him fpake he ; 685 • 

But at the lail he faid onto the Wif, 
Dame, (qaod he) Oodyere-you right good lif, 
Ye have here touched, all fb mote I the, 
In fcole 9ifiierea fol gret difficultie ; ' ' 

Ye han faid mochel thing right we) I fay : 6855 
But, Dame, here- as we riden by the way 
Us nedeth not to fpeken but of game, 
And let audoritees, in Goddes name. 
To preching and to fcole eke of clergie. 

But if it like unto this compagnie ■ 6860 

1 wol you of a Sompnour tell a game ; 
Parde ye may wel iknowen by the name 
That of a Som'pnoor may 00 good be fxid ; - ' 
I pray that non of you be evil apaid : 
A Sompnour is a renner up and doua 6865 

With mandements for fomicatioon, 
And is ybete at every tonnes ende. 

Tho fpake onr Hofte, A, Sire, ye {hold ben hende 

■^. 6858. Audoritees'] AuHorltas was the ufual word for what 
we call a text of Scripture, mf. Harl. 106, 10; *' £xpofitio/?ic<- 
** toritatis, Majus gaudium fuper uno peccatore. Ibid, xi^ 
** Hxpollto auJoritatis, Stetit populus de lunge,** Isfc* 
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And cnittis, as a man of your eilat, 

In compagnie we wiln have no debat ! 68 70 

Tclleth your Tale, and let the .Sompaour 1>e. 

Nay, quod the Spmpnour, let him fay by me 

Wiiat fo him lift ; whan it cometh to my lot 

By God I ihal him qoiten every grot ; 

I ihal him tellen which a gret honour 68 75 

It is to be a flatering limitour, 

And eke of many another maner crime, 

Which nedeth not reherfcn at this time, 

And hitf oince I ihal him tell y wis. 

Our Hofte anfwered, Pees, no more of this. 68 8e 

And afterward he faid unto the Frere 

Tel forth your Tale min owen maiftcr dere. 

THE FRERES TALE. 

W^HiLOM ther was dwelling in my contreo 

An archedeken, a man of high degree, 

That boldely did execution 6885 

In punifhing of fornication, 

Of witchecrafc, and eke of bauderie. 

Of defamation, and avouterie. 

Of chirche-reves, and of tedaments. 

Of contra«fts, and of lack of facraments, 6890 

Of ufure, aud of fimonie alfo, 

But certes lechours did he greteft wo ; 

TbeFreres Ta/e'} A Sompnour and the devil inocUnp on the 
way, after conference bccomef worn brethren, andtohcU they 
Ro to];ether. A oAert invctlive apaiiilt the bribery and cor- 
ruption of the fpiritual courts in tliorc days. tVry. 
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They fhulden (ingen if that they were henty 

And fmale titheres weren foule yftent ; 

If any perfone wtM upon hem plaine 6895 

Ther mi^t aftert hem no peconial petiie. 

For fmale tithes and (mak offering 

He made the peple pitoufly to iing. 

For er the hifliop hent hem with his crook 

They weren in the archedekent book ; 6900 

Than had he thurgh his jurifdiiftion 

Power to don on hem correction. 

He had a Sompoour redy to his hond, 
A flier boy wis non in Englelood; 
For fubtilly he had his efplaille, 6905 

That taught him Wei wher it might ought aitaille. 
He coude fpare of lechours on or two 
To techenhtm to foure-and-twenty mo : 
For though this Sompnoor wood be as an hare. 
To tell his harlotrie I wol not fpare, 69 10 

For we ben out of hir corredion. 
They han of us no jurifdidion, 
Ne never ihul haVe, tcrme of all hir lives. 

Peter, fo ben the women of the (lives, 
Quod this Sompnoor, yput out of our cure ? 69x5 

Pees, with mifdtance and with miiaventurey 
Our Hofte faid, and let him tell his Tale. > 

Now telleth forth, and let the Sompoour gale, 
Ne fpaireth not, min owen maimer dere. 

This falfc thccf, this Sompnoor, ^^ucd the Frcrc, ' 
5 . . 
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Had alway baudes redy to his hond, 699 X 

As any hanke to lure io Eoglclond, 

Thai told him all tbe (scree that they knewe, 

B»r hir acqaaintaoce w» not come of newe; 

They wercn hit approvers privcly : ^9 25 

He tooke himfelf a gret profit therby, 

Hi^ mailler knew not alway what he wan. 

Withouten mandement a lewed man 

He coude fompne up peine of Criftes curfe. 

And they were inly glad to fille bis purfe, 6930 

And maken him gret fefles at the nale« 

And right as Judas hadde purfcs fniale, 

And was a theef, right fwiche a theef was he; 

His mafter hadde but half his duetee. 

He was (if I ihalyevca him hislaud) ^935 

A thecf, and eke a Sompnour, and a baud. 

He had eke wenches at his retenue, 

That whether that Sire Robeit or Sire Hue, 

Or Jakke or Ranf, or who fo that it were 

That lay by hem, they told it in his ere. 6940 

Thus was the wenche and he of on aflent ; 

And he wold fecche a feined manJemtnt, 

And fompne hem to the chapitrc bothe two. 

And pill the man and let the wenche go : 

Than wold he fay, Frcnd, I fhal for thy fake 6fj4S 

Do ftrike thee out of ourc Ict^trcs blake ; 

f.6911. the nile'\ The alehoufc, P. P. fol. 31, b. ; 
And than fatten r>nie and r<)nr;c at il.t nn.'r. 

Skinner fuppofe^ It to be a corruption cf inn- a!c^ which i>, net 
i^T.pofliblc. Sec Ghjf. in v. ^\ilc. 
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Thee thar no more as in this cas travailie; 
I am thy ftend ther I may thee aTaiilc. 
Certain he knew of briboores nairy mo 
Than poflible is to tell in yeres two ; * 
For in this world n*is dogge idr the bewe 
That can an hurt dtrc from an hole yknowe 
Bet than this Sompnour knew a flie lechonr. 
Or an a vobtrer or a paramoir ; 
And for that was the fruit of all hit rent, 
Ther fore oq it he fet all his eotent. 

And fo befell that ones on a day 
This Sompnour, waiting ever on his pray* 
Rode forth to fompne a wide we, an bide ribibe 
Feining a caufe, for he woH han a bribe ; 
And happed that he faw beforn him ride 
A gay yeman under a foreft fide ; 
A bow he bare, and arwes bright and kene, 
He had upon a courtepy of grenc, 
An hat upon his hcd with frengett blake. 

Sire, quod the Sompnour, haile, arid wel ata 

"♦■• (^959' anolde ribibe} He calls her below, vcr. 71 
elde rebekke. They were both names for the dune muTi 
ftrument. Sec Menage^ in v. Rebec, kibeba, in Tbe Deca 
ix. 5, is rendered by Macon, the old French tranflator 
and guiterne. Chaucer ufcs alfo the diminutive ribibi 
3331, 4395. How this inilrument came to be put for 
Woman I cannot gucfs, unlets perhaps from its ihrillne 
old writer, quoted byDuCattgCt in v. Baudo/af hM titel 
ing lines in his description of a concert i 

Quidatn rcbeccam arciubant 

Mulittum vtcem sonjinttnttu 
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Welcome, qoJod he, and every good fekw. 
Whidcr rideft tfaimunder this greoe (haw ? 
(Satde this yeman)' wok tboii £er to-day f 

ThisSompiioiir faim anfwerd, and iaide Nay. 69 70 
Hc^e fade by (i^dd he) is min intent 
To riden, forto retlso u]p a rent 
That loogcth to my lorden duetee. 
A ! art thou than -a baillif ? Ye, quod He. 
( He dorfte not for veray filth and fUaiiie 69 7 5 

Say that he waaa Sompnour for the name. ) 

Depar dieux^ quod thU yeman, Xert brother, 
Thou art a bailhf, and I am another, 
I am unknowesasm this concree; 
Of thin acqaaintance I wol prayen thee, ^980 

And eke of brocherhed, if that thee lift. 
I have ^d and filver lying in my chift ; 
If that thee hap to come in to our (hire 
Al fhal be thin, right a9 thou wolt defire. 

Grand mercf^ qnod this Sompnour, by my faith. 
Everich in others bond his trouthe laith 6986 

For to be fworne brethren til they dcy. 
lo daliaunce th^ rkien forth and pley. 

This Sompnour, which that was as ful of jangles 
As ful of veriime ben thife wariangles, 6990 

^. 6^90- rtfariangles'} I have nothing to fay either in refu- 
tation or fupport of Mr. Spcght's explanation of this word — 
•* A kind of birds full of noife, and very ravenous, preying up- 
»* on other*, which when they have taken tliey uie to hang 
" upon a thorne or prickci and teare them in peeces, and de- 

Fij 
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And ever enqucring opoo every thxii{^. 
Brother, quod he, wher is now your dwellinfy 
Another day if that I ihukl you fcche^ 

Thit yeman him anTwerd in fo£tc ^peche. 
Brother, quod he, ftr in the north contrce, ^9^5 
Wheras I hope fomtime 1 (hal theeier. 
Or we depart I (hal thee Ai wel wifle, . 

That of niin hous nc &alt thou never miiCe. 

Now brothcf , quod this Sompnour, I you pr»y. ' 
Tcche me, while that we riden by the way, 70QD 
(Sith that ye ben a baillif as am I) 
Soni fubtiltee, and tell me faithfully 
In min ofiicc how i may mode winzK ; 
Ami fparcth not for confcience or for iinne. 
But as my brother tell me how do ye, 7CO5 

Now by my trcuthe, brother min, ^d ho^ 
A« I fhal tellen thee a faithful Tale. 
My wugea ben ful (Ireit and eke ful fmale ^ 
ATv lord is hard to me and dangerous^ 
Aiui min oticc is ful laborioM, 7CK> 

And therforc by extortion I Icve; 
Forfoth I take all that men wol me yeve : 
Algates by fltightc or by violence 
irr) ytrc to yerc 1 win all my difpencc: 

•• vo'ir them; and the corntnon opfrlon h that thethome 
*' w lu'ieojK)!) t!icy thus fallen them and eat them is af^erwArd 
*' ]>oiu)rro:nr. In st.iiVordihtrcand Shn»plbircthc name Ucom- 
•» ., .1" — except tbA» C««tf.T.i\e, \u hih Fr. nut. explains or- 
;.\\:; to (Ipnify the '.wcnou? tirJ caHed a /trltCf nynrntO'dcr, 
Ku; /.;;;f<V. See oV^". in v. traridiiiUsm 
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I can no better tellen faithfally. 7c 15 

Now certes (quod thitSompnoar) fo fare I ; 

I fpare not tor taken, God it wote, 

But if it be to hay or to bote. 

Wtm I may giettiA cmiieil prirtlj 

No maner confcioqee. of that have i. 7090 

N*ere min extortion linighf not liven, 

Ne of fwiche jatpes wol I not be (hriven. 

Stomak ne confcienoe know I oon; 

I fkatw thife fiitiftc fadert everich on : 

Wei be we met by God and by Seint Jame. 7c 25 

But, Icve brother, t«U me rhsn thy name, 

Quod this Sompnour. Right in this mene while 

This yeman gan a litei for to fmile. 
Brother, qaod hie, wolt thoo that I thee tell ? 

I am a fend, my dwelling is in hell, 7^3^ 

And here 1 ride about my pourchafing 

To wote wher men wol give me any thing : 

My pourchas is tfa' effeift of all my rent, 

Loke how thou rideft for the fame entenf : 

To winnen good thou rekked never how : 7035 

Right fo fare I, for riden'woll ncfw 

Unto the worldes ende for a praye. 
A, quod this Sompnour, bcnediciti ! what fay ye? 

I wend ye were a yeman trewcly, 

Ye have a mannes ihape as wel as 1 : 7^40 

if. 7018. to bevy «r t§ bote^ Wc have nearly the fame ck- 
preffion in Froifart^y. i. c %x9i " ne Uiflbient rien» a prendre 
^•*il n'cftoit trof cbauJ, trop froid,ou tropM-^^.t." 



/ 
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Have ye than a figure determinat 
In helle, thcr ye ben in your eft at? 

Nay certainly, qnod he, thet Inrt we non^ 
But whan us liketh we can take us o». 
Or elles make you wene that we laen ihepe 7645 
Somtime like a man, or like an ape^ 
Or like an angel can I ride orgo-;- - 
It is no wonder thing though it ke fe-^ 
A loufy jogelour can deceiven thee» 
And parde yet can I more crafit than he. 7^5^ 

Why, quod the Sompneur, ride ye than or gon 
In fondry fhape, and not alway ia on ? 

For we, quod he, wol us fwiche forme'make 
As mod is able our preye for to take. 

What maketh yon to ban al this htboar ? 7C5 J 

Ful many a caufe, leve Sire 3ompnoor» 
l^aicie this fend. But alle thing hath time; 
The day is fiiort, and it is pafled prime. 
And yet nc wan I nothing in this day; 
I wol cntend to winning if I may, 7c 60 

And not entend our thinges to declare ; 
For, brother min-jthy wit is al to bare 
To underftand, although I told hem thee. 
I^ut for thou axeft why labouren we ? 
For fomtime we be Goddes inftrumcnts, jc6s 

And menes to don his commandements, 
WJjanthat him lift, upon his creatures^ 
fn divers a^cs and in divcTB fi|;uTt« *« 
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Withoutcn him we have no might certsUn^ 

If that him lift to flonden theragaki. 7070 

And fom time at our praiere ban we.leve 

Only the body and not the foale to grete ; 

Witneffe on Job, whom that we diden wo. 

And Tom time :han we might on bothe two, 

This is to fain, on foule and body eke : 70 75 

And fomtimc be we fufifered for to fek« 

Upon a man, and don hit fonle unrefte 

And not his body, and all is for the beftcy 

Whan he withftandeth our temptatioo 

It is a caufe of his falvation, 7€8e 

AI be it that it itas ofot our entente 

He Ihuld be fauf, but that we wold him hente. 

And fomtime be we fervants uoto man, 

As to the Archebiikop Seint Dunftan, 

And to the apoftle fervant eke was I. 7cS^ 

Yet tell me, quod this Sompnour, faithfully, 

Make ye you newc bodies thus alwary 

Of elements ? The fend anfwered Nay. 

Somttme we feine, and fomtime we arife 

With ded bodies, in fill fondry wife, 7090 

And fpeke as renably, and faire, and wel. 

As tq the Phitonefie did Samuel ; 

•^. 7092. jis to tke Pbitonefe did SamucT} 9o mf. J. ; the 
editt. read, 

As the PhltonetTe did to Samuel-— 
which is ccrtaialy wrong. Stc i Sam. xxvUi. Our Author ufea 
PbitoneJTe for Pj'fboKeJi^ H. F, iii. 171 j and Vo Aoc* Govt^t-i 
Co»/^ ^4^anf. fof. /40; 



; 
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And yet wol fom men fay it was n6t he: 

I do no force of your divinitee. 

But o thing warne I thee, 1 wol not jape, 7095 

Thou wolt atgates wete how we be fiiape : 

Thou (halt hereafterward, tny brother dere, 

Come wher thee nedeth not of me to lere, 

For thou (halt by thin owen eiperience 

Conne in a chaiere rede of this fentence yt6C 

Bet than Virgile, while he was on li-ve, 

Or Dant alfo. Now let us riden bliTe, 

For I wol holden compagnie with thee 

Til it be fo that thou forfake me. 

Nay, quod thi« Sompnour, that flial neverbecide. 
I am yenoan knowen is ful wide ; 71CC 

My trouthe wol I hold, as in this cas; 
For though thou were the devil Sathanas 
My trouthe wol I hold to thee, my brother, 
As I have fwome, and eche of us to other, 71 la 
For to be trcwe brethren in this cas, 
And bothe we gon abouten our pourchas. 
Take thcu thy part, what that men wol thee yew, 
And I (hal min, thus may we bothe leve ; 
Andif thatany of ushave mote than other 7115 

Let him be trtrwe, and part it with his brother. 

I graunte, quod the devil, by my fay. 
And with that word they riden forth hir way. 
And right at entring of the tounes ende 
To which this Sompnour (hope him for to wendt 
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They faw a cart that charged was with hay, 7121 

Which that a carter drove forth on his way. 

Depe was the way, for which the carte flood ; 

The carter fmote, and cried as he were wood, 

Heit Scot, heit Rrok; what^ fpare ye for the (lones? 

The fend (quod he) you fecche body and bones, 7136 

As ferforChly as ever ye were foled. 

So mochd wo as I have with you thokd. 

The devil havfial, bothe hor% and cart, and hay. 

The Sompnour fayde, Here ihal we have a pray ; 
And nerc the fend he drow, as nought ne were, 7 151 
Ful privdy, and rouned in his-cre, 
Herken my brother, herkcii, by thy faith ; 
Hcrcfl tl^ptt 0()t how that the carter faith ? 
Hent it anon, fur he hath yeve it thee, 7 1 S5 

Both hay and cart;, and eke his caplcs three. 

Nay, quod the devil, God wot never a del ; 
It is not his entente, trufl thou me wcl : 
Axe him thy£eif, if thou not trowed me. 
Or elles flint a while and thou (halt fee. 714O 

This carter. thakkcth hishors upon the croupe, 
And they bcgonne to drawcn and to iloupe. 
Heit now, quod he ; ther, Jefu Crill you bleffe. 
And all hi^ hondcs werk bothe more and Icflc ! 
That wa;i wel twight, min owco I^iard boy, 7 1 45 
I pray God fave thy body and Scint E!oy. 

ir- Ti4i./JarJ] Acownwn appclUtive for a horfc, from i<s 
pey c(riour, as BayarU was trom bay. £Scc before, vcr. 4113,^ 

Ue lyi^t dovne of JJardc &ad bdie Um iu hit Lut^*. 
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Now ift my cart out of the flough paf de» 

Lo, lM(!odief> food the fend, 'vriuH told I ibaif •' 
Hei^iMf'y«fiMii,mtt«iiieoderi(]iffotlitr^ '' <. 
The GiMri'4»lBeo tftiD^b«thediiiiiglttiflB«ll«u 'I 
I.cCB»^fert[baba«t0&)iMrvnges ' 71?^ 

Here wi» I MtloBf nfte thU eariigs.' ; 

Whan that thc7c<bn»'fomwhtt'«ii(offtMBl /. 
This SompMo'b'hliMorikergan t« Mmnes- 
Brtfcha^'^kvdliei'htMiirMaliiniaM'rcUkkb jis, 
That:hfed'iifaoft'Mlefe«oki«hintink)n •> ^n 
As for t»yt9« ifiiii9» •£liMgoed»: . * -^ i-»'i r - • ; 
I wol have twtU peoMoaiJk thaiik^hemmii !■« 
Or I wolfiiUukbt*liii!fIt0««roScc^i<^ici .*:'- n-. ^ . ; 
And yet/Gbjl^w«<«of Ure kdftwMiii'ficsy!} ^t /718 
Bae for thou mod not uin dds cdouto' -; ^ j i J ' : T ^ 
Winnen dif ctit, Qilte^iiibre eslMi^'dFwflp::^ r - 'J 

Thii iSMlpttimv diif petb at tM wldiwefigitB} 
Come out, he fiyd, thoa olde vety tnce^ :l •- . :i 
I trow thorn haft ftm ft'ei>eor pctcll>Mth'lhee.' 71^ 
> IKTho clai4>cthilbid c^t wif^^iiMt/IrA^/ ^1 
God Anryou, Stf^e, ^hat is ymir fWetfr wili )■ 

Ihaip<e,^oodtte,<»ffomoii»herda-bilit( .' 

Up peine of cHrfiti^ lake that flhott be - -: ' 

To-morwe before Che archedekentiluiee^ jtf 

Bifhop DMMIJtafl, In hh Vkign, oAiallypiilk Scry fti^eMil, «m 
n«/,b*c. ...:•' i :.■.../-.. 

^. 7164. tbom oUe very tratil SothCC 1,4^ i,a,an 

0d. Cd, 1. Ittelittf edi(t.fea(t triritroA^ In dte woe. VI 

sDMyfupfiotttrate te be oted fat fnol, * conknMNi term iint 1 

o/d wouum, Xeyfler [vliifi?. *e>i.^. so-i^^wScft^fc^ft^t^ai 

««'i^iial wMt Che omnikitrtul « 4irttt J«|^ 
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re to the .coart of certain thingei* 

3r4, quod (he> Crift JeAi, Kiog <»f kiogct, 

elpe^e at I ne may.^ . . 

GkCf and that ful many a day : 

go fo fer (quod ihc) ne ride 7 f 7| 

ed, fo priketh it in my fide. 

. axe a libel, Sire Sompuoar, 

ere ther by my procuratonr 

: tiling as men wold appofen me f 

od this Sompoour, pay anon, let fee, yit^ 

18 to me, and I wol thee acquite : 

»rofit han therby but lite ; 

cr hath the profit and not I. * 

and let me riden hafiily; 

:welf pens, I may no lenger tarie. 718/ 

lens ! quod file ; now Lady Seint Marie 

lelpe me ont of care and finne, 

: world though that I fliuld it winne, 

not twelf pens within my hold. 
:n wel that I am poarc and old; 7I9# 

ir alnieiTe upon me poure wretche. 
an, quod he, the foule fend me fetche 
icufe, though thou fliuldeft be fpilt. 
nod file, God wot I hare no gilt. 
;, quod he, or by the fwete Seinte Anne 
berc away thy ne we panne 719^ 

which thou owefi: me of old 
•t thou madefk thyn huibond cokcYiQ\^ 
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I paled at home for thy corredion. ' '■ 

Thou licft, quod fhe^, by my falvation ; 7 SCO 

Nc was I never or ooi^ widew ne \vif, 
Sumpned unto your court in all mylif, 
Ne b^vtT I n*as but of-niy body trewe. 
Unto the devil rough and blake of hewe 
Ycvc I thy body and my panne alfo. 7105 

And whan the d^vil herd hire curfen (6 
Upon hire kneet, he layd in this manerc ; 

Now Mabily, min moder dere, 
Is this your will jn erneil that ye fey ? 

The devil, quod ihe, fo fetche him or hedcy, 7110 
And panne and all, but he wol him repent. 

Nay, olde flot, that is not min entent, 
Quod this Som{)nour, for to repenten me 
I'or any thing: that I have had of thee : 
1 wold 1 had thy fmok and every cloth. 7215 

Now brother, quod the devil, be not wroth ; 
Thy body aad this paonc ben min by ri^ht 1 
Thou fhalt with me to helle yet to-night, 
Whcr thou (halt knowen of our privctce 
Mure than a maiftcr of divinitee. 7iac 

And with chat word the foule fend him hcnt 
]5()dy and foule : he with the devil wenc 
Whtr as thifc Sonipnonrs ban hir hctitage : 
And God, that makcd after his image 
J\l2n\.'indCf fave and gide us all and fome, 1t%$ 

Ajid Icne this Sompnour good man lQ\)ACQme. 

4 
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Lordings, I coude have told yoa (qaod this Frcre) 
Had I had leUiar for Uuf SompDanrheftB, 
After the tei^of GriO, and Foale, and John, 
And of oore other do^hHirt many on, 7^30 

Swiche peine* that your bertes might agcifit^ 
Al be it fo that no tonge may dcvife, • 

Thoagh that I might a thoulimd winter teU, 
The peinet of tbilke curfed hout of hell : ■ 
But for to kepe us fro that curfed place 7^35 

Waketh and prayeth Jcfu of his grace . ■ 
80 kepe 08 fro the tonptour Sadianaii. 
Herkneth this wotd, heware aa in thif cat ; 
The leon fit in his awaite alway 
To fle the innocent if that he may. 7240 

Difpofeth ay your hcrtes to withilond 
The fend, that you wold maken thral and bond ; 
He may nottempcen you over your miight, 
For Crift wol be your champion and your knight ; 
And prayeth that this Sorapoour him repent 
Of his mifdcdcB or that the fend him hent. 7246 

THE SOMPNOURES PROLOGUE. 

T«iit Sompnour in his ftirops high he ftood; 
Upon this Frere his herte was £0 wood. 
That like an afpen leef he qunke fior ire. 
LordingN, <|uod he, but o thing I defire ; 7150 

I you beleche that of your curtefie, 
Sin ye han herd thisfalfe Frere lie, 
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As f uficreth' mc- 1 may my Tale tel le . ' 

1 his Frcre^ bofleth that he knowtth Jhelle, 
And Goiiit wot that is but Utel woudtf ; 7^55 

Ifrcres and fendcs ben but iitel afonder. 

For p^de ye han often time herd tt;lle 
Hotv that a frere raviihed was to hello 
In fpirit pbct by a vifioun, 

And as an angel lad him up and doon, ' J%6o 

To fhcwen him the peines that ther werCf 
In all the place fawhe not a frere ; 
Of other folk he faw ynow in wo. 

U uto this angel fpake the frere tho ; 
Now Sire, quod he, han freres fwicho a'grace' 7265 
That non of hem (hal comen in this place ? 

Yes, quod this angel, many amilliooti ; 
And unto Sathanas he bd ban dean. 
( And now hath Sathanas, faith he, a tayl 
Brodcr than of a carrike is the fay 1) 72 70 

Hold up thy tayl, thou Sathanas, quod he, 
Shew forth thin ers, and let the frere fee 
Wher is the neft of freres in this place. 
And cr than half a furlong way of fpnce. 
Right fp as bees out fwarmen of an hive, 7375 

Out of the devils ers ther gonnen drive 
A twenty thoufand freres on a route. 
And thurghout hell they fwarmed al aboute, 

t-. 7A69. (And nTwbatb Sathanas, /altb be] 80 mff. C. l, 
.'I <&. 1 , 2. I have put thefc two lines in a f arcnUiefit, as be re- 
fers to tlic narrator, the Scimpnour. 

^'l^ll'A txttnO' tboitfanSl I have added ^ fur the lake of 
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And com agcDiM&ftMthcymsf goa, ' 

And ID bii en ikej crepen e*Erich on : 7 

He clapl hii la^l Igen, ud lay ful ftiU. 

Thia frCT(, whia he Inked had hit fiU - 
Upon thelarificcttofthUfory place, 
Hiafplrit GodrenoredofhiigiBca 
Into hiatiodyageii.aiidbcaivake; < 7 

Bot nathelcg for fere yet he quokc, '' - 
So waithe devilicTiayin hiimiod, ■!■■■ j.. 
That IB hi> heritage of vetay kind. . ..r. .. 

Godfaveyouallefavethisciu'ledFrere.t' - . 
M]i PrologueiyDl I end in thiamaiiere. ' 7 

THE SOMPNOURES TALE. 
I.OKOi NO, tlicre it in Vorklhire, u I gefie, 
A nir.rfh contree yialled HoldernclTc, 
In which titer went a limitoui ahouce, 
Toprechc.atideke Id beg itisDodoute. 
Acdfohtf^llthatanadiylhiifrere . 7 

Had prcched at a thirche in hi> nianete. 
And IpcciaJly abovcn every thing 
Excited he the pcple in Ilia preching 
llieverre. CMncerfreqncntly preAxalttonDiuiiorniin 

Tbr JiBtCfi^nfii":!/'] Alej^nn/riitcomlnglDiftri 

to the ftiaf. IhewifiB their cnieoaee, loitering, hniioiLci.t 
eing. anil hfpocriilcti prijlng. 

■ eij 
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To trentals, aad to yrvc, for Goddes fake, 

Wherwich men niigfatca holy iioiifes make, 7S<yo 

Ther as divinfe fianrite it honooredk- 

Not ther as lHu wsifted and devoured^ 

Ne ther it nedelh not for to be yeven, 

As to pofleffionenythat mowed leven 

(Thanked be God) in wele and abundanee. 7305 

Trentals, fay d he, deliteren fro penante 

Hir frendes foulda as wel oidc as yonge. 

Ye, whan that thdy ben haftily ytcmge. 

Not for tfxiioid i |a«sft jolif and gay, 

Hefingethnocbotomaffeonadayv- - ' 73X0 

Delivered out (quod he) anon the foules. 

Ful hard it is with firfhhook or with ooles 

To ben ytlawed, or to bren or bake. 

Now fpedeyott haftily for Criftcs fako. 

And whan this frcre had faid all his entent, 73x5 

With qui cum/atri fbrck his way he went. 

Whan folk in chircke bad yeve him what hem left 

He went his way, no ienger wold he reft. 

With fcrippe and tipped ftaf, ytucked hie. 

In every hous he gan to pore and prie, 7390 

And begged mdOEutdchcic, or elles com. 

His felaw had a ftaf cipped with l^orn, 

A pair of taUetAll ofiTory, 

And a potmel ypoliihed fetifly, 

"¥' V399^.Tq trtntaltl Un trentil, Fr. mu a fenrke of tMity 

malles, whSch were ufually celebr^Ued upon as laaay 4ifiiBreBlt 

days, for the dCM^ Du Cange, in r. TrentaU, 
I' ■ 
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And wrote alway the names, as he flood, 73 25 

Of alle folk that yave hem any good, 

Aflcauflce that he woldefor hem preye. 

Yeve us a bufliel whete, or malt or reye, 

A Goddes kichel, or a trippe of chefe, 

Or elies what you Hil, we may not chefe ; 73 30 

•^. 7317. J(/katmeetbat be vnlde/arbem preye} The Gloflary 
hterprett (^fitaunce to mean afkew, afide» fideways, in a tide 
view, upon what authority I know not. It will be better to 
examine the other paflafffcs in which the fiime word occurs be- 
fcre we determine the Tenfe of it. See ver. 16306; 

AJtaunct that craft ia fo light to lerOi 
Tro. i. 285 ; 

AJcaunctt lol is this not wifdr fpoken f 
tbid. zp2 ; 

A/tattnee, what f may I not ftonden here f 
Lydg, Trot' foL 1 36, b. ; 

Afiaunce I am of maners mnfl chaungeable. 
in the ftrlt and laft inftance, as well as In tlie text, ajk.iunre 
feems to flgnlfy fimply as //; quafi; in the two others it fipiii- 
fics a little more, as If to fay. This latter fignification inay l)c 
dearly eftabllfhcd from the third line, which in the Italian ori- 
ghiaJ irbHoJlrato di Boceaccio^ I. ij ftands thus; 

S^uaji ilu^t, e no ci fi puo flare i 
So ihitj/cjunceii there equivalent to ^«/i^rf/V(^ in Italian. — 
As to theetymolofo'of this word, Imuftconfefkmyfelf morcat 
a kjft. lobferve however that one of afimilar form, in the I'eut. 
has a fimilar fignification. A's-iaih, quaj^ quafi lero^ Kiliaii. 
QMxas it the fame with d/i.l'eut. and Sax. ; it is only a further 
corruption of al/o, Pcrliaps therefore afcaurwe may have been 
oHginaUy ah-ijnfe. A'jn^,inTcut. is cbance^ Fr. and Lng, — 
I will juit add that this very rare phrafe was alfo ufcd, as I fu* 
fpeO, by the author of The Continuation of The Canterbury 
Tales, firft printed by Mr. Urry. Prol. ver. 361 ; 

And al a/caunct Ac loved bim wcI, Oie tokc bim by the fwerc. 
It Is printed ajfaunce. 
t. 7319. ^ Gtddes kicbell " It was CkWtA A Coddcs kicked 

Giij 
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A Goddes HaMptxtfy or a ma& peny, *" 

Or yeve us of your braao, if ye have any, 

A dagon of your btanJcet, leve Dame, 

Our fufter dorr, (lo, here I write your name) 

Bacon or beef, or fwiche thing as ye find. 7335 

A fturdy harlot went hem ay behind. 
That was her hoftcs man, and bare a fdike. 
And what men yave hem laid it on his bakke. 
And whan that be was out at dore, anoa 
He planed away the names everich on 734® 

That he before had' written in his tables : 
He ferved hem with niftes and with fables. 

Nay ,ther thou lieAjthott Sompnottr,quodtheFrere. 
Pees, quod our Hofle, for Criftes moder dere 
Tell forth thy Tale, and fpare it not at all. 7345 

So thriTe I, quod this Sompnour, fo I ihall. 

So long he went fro hous to hous, til he 

Came to an hooa tfaetr he was wont to be 

Rcfreihcd more than in a hundred places. 

Sike lay the Imibofid man whoa thai the place ia; 

'* becaufe godfathers and godtnothere ufed commonly to ghre 
** one of them to their godchildren when they afkcd Uef- 
•* r\ngt**Sp. And (b we arc to Aippofe a Goddes bal/peny. In vcr. 
7331, wa« called for the ftme reafon, t^c. But this is all graiis 
diatan I believe. The phrafe Is French, and the true mean- 
ing: of it is explained by M. de la Monnoye in a note upon the 
Contes de B.D. Perters, t. il. p. 107, BelUfirrure dt Dieu ; •• Er- 
** prefHon du petft peuple, qu! raporte pieufement tout ll Dteu. 
* ' — RIcn n'eft plus commun dans la bouche des bonnex vieillcSf 
que CCS e^peces d'Hcbra^ifmes : 11 m*en ccHite un bcl ecu de 
" Dieu i II ne me refte que ce pau'^re cttSaiA. 4a DVcu ^ Dones 
'• moi unc bcnkc aum6ne dc Dicu.*' 
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Bedred upon a couche low he lay. 733 1 

Dtut bicf qoQid he ; O Thomas f frend, good day, 

Sayde this frere all cmtiily and foft. 

Thoma«; <]«od he, God yelde it yoa, fal oft 

Have I upon this benche faren fbl wele, 7355 

Here have I eten many a mery mele. 

And fro the benche he drove away the cat. 

And hued adoon his potent and his hat. 

And eke his fcrip, and let himfelf adoan : 

His felaw was ywalked into toun, 7366 

Forth with with his knave, into that hofteUie 

VTher as he (hope him thiike night to lie. 

O dere maiilerl quod this fike man, 
How have ye faren m that March began f 
I faw you not this fourtene night and more. 736$ 

God wot, quod he, laboured have I'ful fore. 
And fpecially for thy falvation 
Have I fayd tnany a precious orifon, 
And for our other frendes God hem blefle. 
I have this day ben at your chirchc at mefle, 7370 
And faid a fermon to my (imple wit, 
Not all after the teat of holy writ. 
For it is hard to yoa as i fuppofe, 
And therefore wol I teche you ay the g]o(e. 
Gloiing is a ful glorious thing certain^ 7375 

For letter fleth, fo as we clerkes fain; 
Ther have I taught hem to be charitable. 
And fpend hirgood Cher it is reafonable v 
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i\iid ther [ faw our dame i a ! wher is fhe? 

Yonder, I trow that in the yard ihe be, 
Sayde this man, and ihe wol come anoo.. 

£y maiiier, welcome be ye by Seint Joho^ 
Sayde this wif ; how fare ye hertily f 

This frere arifeth up ful curtifly, 
And hire^f nibraceth in his armes narwe. 
And kiifeth hire fwete^ and chirketh as a fparwe 
With his lippes. Dame, quod he, right wel, 
As he that is your fervant every del. 
Thanked be Ood that you yaf foule and lif 
Yet faw I not this day fo faire a wif 
In all the chirche, God fo fave me^ 

Ye God amende defantes, Sire, quod (hcy 
Algates >irelcome be ye, by my fay. 

Grand mercy. Dame, that have I found alway. 
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But of your grete goodnefle, by your leve, 
I wolde pray you that ye not you greve 
I wol with Thomas fpeke a litel throw, . 
.Thile curates ben fo negligent and flow 
To gropen tendrely a confcience. 
In ihrift, in preching, is my diligence 
And ftudy, in Peters wordes and in Ponies; 
I walke and fisibe Criften mennes foules, 
To yeld our Lord Jefu his propre rent ; 
To fprede his word is fette all min entent. 

Now by your faith, o dere Sire ! quod fhe, 
Cfaideth hiza wel for Seime Charitee ; 
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740t 



7-Kl 



mt foil rwovKti TAtr; ti 

He 18 ay angry iM is a piffemire 

Though that he have aUchat he can deiire ; 

Though I him wrie annigfat, and make him wartn. 

And over hhn Itfy ftay kg and eke nun arm, 7410 

He groneth aaoor bore lich in cor ftie : 

Other difport of him right non have 1 ; 

I may not plefe him in no maner cat. 

O Thomas, jfir««tfi dh, Thonias, Thomas ! 
This maketh the fend, this mnfte ben amended. 74 15 
Ire is a thing that high God hath defiended. 
And therof wol I fpcke a word or two. 

Now maifltf , quod the wif, er that I go, 
What wol ye dine f I wol go therabonte. 

Now Daikve, qnod he,y^9 vus diefamt doufe^ TA'^o 
Have I not of a capon hut the liver, 
And of your white bred nat but a fhiver, 
And after that a rofted ptgges hed, 
(But I ne wolde for me no beeft were ded) 
Than had I with you Komiy fuffifance \ 7415 

I am a man of littie fuftenance : 
MyXpirit hath hisfoftring in the Bible : 
My body is ay fo ready and fo penible 
To waked that my flomak is deftroied. 
I pray you, Dame, that ye be nought annoied 74^ 
Though I fo frendly you my confeil fliewe ; 
By God 1 n'old have told it but a fewe. 

Now Sire, quod (he, but o word er I go. 
My ilhiki ia ded within thife wekes two. 
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And ther I faw our dame ; a ! wher is ihe ? ' 

Yonder, I trow that in the yard ihe be, 7389 
Sayde this man, and ihe wol come anon. . 

£y maiiler, welcome be ye by ScintJohDy 
Sayde this wif ; how fare ye hertily i 

This frere arifeth up ful curtifly, 
And hire^f nibraceth in his armes narwe, 738^ 

And kiifeth hire fwete^ and chirketh as a fparwe 
With his lippes. Dame, quod he, right wel. 
As he that is your fervant every del. 
Thanked be Ood that you yaffoule and lif 
Yet faw I not this day fo faire a wif 7390 

In all the chirche, God fo fave me^ 

Ye God amende defantes, Sire, quod (hcy 
Algates >irelcome be ye, by my fay. 

Grand mercy. Dame, that have I found alway. 
But of your gretc goodnefle, by your leve, 7391 
I wolde pray you that ye not you greve 
I wol with Thomas fpeke a litel throw, . 
Thile curates ben fo negligent and flow 
To gropen tendrely a confcience. 
In fhrift, in preching, is my diligence 7409 

And iludy, in Peters wordcs and in Ponies ; 
I walke and fislhe Criften mennes foules. 
To yeld our Lord Jefu his propre rent ; 
To fprede his word is fette all min entent. 

Now by your faith, o dere Sire ! quod ihe, 74C5 
Cfaideth him wel for Seinte Charitee : 



TEM f Oil pwovKti TAir; ti 

He is ay angry m k a piflcmire 

Though that he have aUcbat he can deilre ; 

Though T him wric aniigiit, and make him warm. 

And oTer him Idy my leg and eke min arm, 7410 

He groneth asour bore Kch in om* ftie : 

Other difport of him right non have I ; 

I may not plefe him in no maner cas. 

O Thomafl, jf«» «#»# Jit, Thomas, Thomas ! 
This makietli the fend, this mnfie hen amended. 7415 
Ire is a thing that high God hath delended, 
And therof wol I fpeke a word or two. 

Now maiftev, quod the wif, er that T go, 
What wol ye dine .' I wol go therabonte. 

Now DaDfie, quod he«/^» viu diefatnt donUf 7440 
Have I not of a capon but the liver. 
And of your white bred nat but a fliiver, 
And after (hat ia rofted pigges bed, 
(But I ne wolde for me no beeft were ded) 
Than had I with you homly fuffifance { 7415 

I am a man of little fuftenance : 
My fpirit hath hi» foftring in the Bible : 
My body is ay fo ready and fo penible 
To waken that my ftomak isdeftroied. 
I pray you, Dame, that ye be nought annoied 7430 
Though I fo frendly you my confeil iluswe ; 
fiy God i n*oid have told it but a fewe. 

Now Sire, quod (he, but o word er T go. 
My child ia ded within tiu£< wekes two» 
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Sone after that ye went out of this toun. 743 

His deth (ivr I by rcvclattouii-, 
Sayde thii ft eii^ «t home in our dortour •' 
I dare wel lain that er thaa half anhour 
After Ills de^h I faw him b«rn€ to blifio 
In mifl a^ifioii, fo God me wifie ; 744 

So did our fcitein and our ftrrmcrere^ 
That )tm bcn'trewe freres fifty yerc ; 
They may now^ God be thonl^ed of hit lone^ 
Maken hir jubilee, and walke alone. * • 
And up 1 arofc, and all our covcot eke* 744 

With many a tere trilliog on our cheke, 
Withouten ooife or cbtering of bellea, 
Tt deum waft onr fong, and nothing ellet^ 
Save that to Crifl I bade anorifon, 
Thanking him of my revelation. 745 

For, Sire and Dame, trufleth me right wel 
Our orifooft ben more tiFc<2uel, 
And more wc feen of Grides fecree thinges. 
Than borcl folk, although that they be kingei. 
We live in poverte and in abftinence, 745, 

jl And borel folk in richefle and difpence 

Of mete and drinke, and in hir foule delit : 
We ban this worlde» luft all in defpit. 

^. T^^.J!ftfyere1 Sec Dti Cnnge^Kn v. SempeS^, Pcculh 
honours and immimitics were granted by the rule of 8c. Ben 
did to thofc monks ** qui quinquagtnta annos in ordine ex( 
•' perant, quoe annum jubilaum eycgifle vulgo dicimua.** 
is probable that fome fimHar rcgulatkni obtained in the qtbi 
orders. 



lain and Dives lifideii diTerftly, 

Aod divers guerdon hadden they therby. 74<^ 

Who fo wol pray he muft fad and be ddne, 

And fat his fouleand make his body lenc. 

Wc fare as fay th the apoftle ; cloth and food 

Sufficeth us thongii they be not ful good. 

The denenefie and the failing of us freres 7465 

Maketh that Crift accepteth our praietes. 

Lo, Moifes forty daies and forty night 
Faded er that the high God ful of might 
Spake with him in the mountagne of Sinay : 
With empty wombe of £sfting many a day 7470 
Received he the Uwe that was writen 
With Goddes finger : and EH, wclye witen. 
In Mount Oreb, er he had any fpecha 
With highe God, that is our lives leche, 
He faded long, and was in contcmplance. 7 4 75 

Aaron, that had the temple in governance, 
And eke the other prtedes evcrich on, 
Into the temple whan they fliuldcn gon 
To praien for the peple, and do fcrvifc, 
They n*oldcn drinken in no mancr wife 7480 

No drinke which that might hem dronkcn make, 
But ther in abdincnce pray and wake 
Led that they deidcn. 1 ake heed wliat I fay — 
But they be fobre that for the pepie pray — 
Ware that I fay — No more ; for it fufEccth. 748^ 
Our Lord Jefu, as holy writ devifcth, 
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Yave us enfample qt fafting and praiews; 

'X;i|er£Dre we. OMndianU, wc tdf firetet» 

Ben ¥reddp4-to poverte and contiBeiwc, * 

To charitec, bjunblefle, and abftuuncci 74^ 

To perfetJtaUon for rii^htwifnofle. 

To weping, yiufcricorde. and to clencoefie; 

And dierfo^e may ye fee that our praieres 

(I fpeke of V8, we mendiants, we Ireres) 

Ben to the hi^bc God more acceptable 7495 

Than youres, with your fieftes at your ubk.. 

Fro Ps^tdis firft, if I ihal not He, 
Wat man oqt chafed for his glotonie ; 
And chaft was mao in Paradis certain. 
Bat herkpn now, Thomas, what I ihai lain : 7500 
I have no text of it as I fuppofe, . . 
But I Ihal find it in a maner gloCb ; 
That fpecially our fwete Lord Jefut 
Spake t^it by ;fineres whan he fayde thus, 
BleiTed be they that poure in fpirit ben ; 750^ 

And fo forth all the gofepl may ye ien 
Whether it be liker our profeffion 
Qt hirs that fwimmen in poffdOion. 
Fie on hir pompe, and on hir glotonie^ 
And on hir lewednefle ! I hem defie. 7 < 10 

-^. 7488* tmrutiants^ In mf. jt. It is meruiinantj, both here 
and below» rer. 7494, 'which reading, ttiough not agreeable tc 
analogy, » perhape the true one, ag I fiod the word cooftantl] 
fd^r^icned intheftat. 12 R. II. c. 7, 8, 9i 10. 
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Me thinketh they hetk like lo^nian, 

Fat ts t wkale, aod walkttn M a fwaa ( . 

Al Yinolent as boteliii the (pence ( 

Hir praier is of M gret reverence t 

Whan thef ibr ioolet iky the Pralm «f Davit) 75 15 

Lo, buf they fay« Ctr mmnm wruNetvii* 

Who fobiweth Criftes gofpel iad his loiv 
Bat «re» tkit hfomhle ben, and chaft Md pAre> 
Workers of Ooddes vrord^ not anditonrs ? 
Therfore right as an haike upon a fears 75 20 

Up fpring^th into the aire, right fo praieres 
Of charluble and^haft befy freres 
Maken hir fours to Goddes eres two. 
Thomas, Thomas! fo mote I ride or go. 
And by that lord that cleped is Seint Ive, 7; %s 

N*ere thou our brodtr (huldeft thoa not thrive. 
In our chapitre pray Vre day and night 
To Crift that he thee fende hele and might 

•^.751 i,yoviman} Againft whom 8t. Jerome wrote, or pcr- 
lufM the Tuppofed empecour of that nAme in the G.'^a KorKunc- 
tum^ c. lix, whoic ftory was worked up into a morality, unt'cr 
the title of VorgtuU et pr(fomption deVEmpereur Jjvlman— 
d \9 perfonages. It was printed at Lioiw I58!, 8vi>, jnr u^.r 
vieidgcopif. Du yiirJur, In r. ya-j/Zw/^n.— — '1 he farr.c ftory is 
told of a Robert King of Sicily, in an old Hnglilh pocui, mi'. 
Hart. 1701. Mr. Warton has given large extiAcld from an Ox- 
fcirdmf.asIA]ppofiK,orthefdmepoem, H'tjf.nfF.r:z. Po. p. 1K4. 

♦• 75«4' o/fultret rtverence} The cditt. have changed this 
XofulUtel ; but the reading of the mfl*. nuy iUnd, ti' it be un- 
derftood ironically. 

Fclume III, H 
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Tliy body for to w^lden haftily. 

God wot, qqod he,, nothing thcrof fele I. 75 3a 
As help me Crift, as I in fewe yeres 
Have fpended upon divers maner flxres 
I»ul many a pound, yet fare I never the bet ; 
Certain my good have I almoil befet x 
Farewcl my.good, for it is al ago. 7535 

The ffCTc anfivered, O Thomas ! doll thou £9 ? 
What nedeth you diverfe freres to feche ? 
What nedeth him that hath a parfit leche 
To fechen other leches in the toun ? 
Your iflconftance is your confudon. 754^ 

Hold ye than me, or dies our covent, 
To pray for you ben infuf^cient ? 
Thomas, that jape n'i» not worth a mite ; 
Your maladie is for we ban to lite. 
A ! yeve chat covent half a quarter ptes, 7545 

.\nd ycvc that covent four-and-twcnty grotes, 
And yeve that frere a pcny and let him go : 
Nay, nay, Thomas, it may no thing be fo. 
What is a ferthing worth parted on twelve ? 
Lo, eche thing that is oned in hintfelve 73 jO 

Is more (Icong than whan it is yfcatered. 
'I'homas, of me thou (halt not ben yflatcrcd, 
Thou woldeft ban our labour al for nought. 
I'lic highe God, that all this world hath wrought, 
Saith that the workman worthy is his hire. 7555 
Thomas, nought of your trefor I defire 
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A\ for myfelf, but that all oar cogent 

To pray for yon is ay fo diligent, 

And for to bilden Criftes owen chirche. 

Thomas, if ye wol lemeo for to wirche^ - 7 j 60 

Of bilding up of chirches may ye Ende * 

if it be good in Thomas iif of Inde. 

Ve liggen here fill of anger and of ire, 
With which the devil fet your herte on fire. 
And chiden here this hcly innocent, ^5 6s 

Your wif, that is fo good and patient ; - 
And therfore trow me, Thomas, if thee left, 
Ne drive not with thy wif, as for the beftt 
And here this word away now by thy faith. 
Touching fwichc thing, lo, what the wife faith : 75 70 

Within thy hous ne be thou no leon, 
To thy fuggets do non opprefiion, 
Ne make thou not thin acquaintance to i)ee. 

And yet, Thomas, eftfones charge I thee 
Beware from ire that in thy bofom flepeth ; 75 75 
Ware fro the ferpcnt that fo flily crepeth 
Under the gras, and ftingeth fubtilly : 
Beware, my fone, and herken patiently 
That twenty thoufand men ban loft hir lives 
For ftriving with hir lemmans and hir wive*. 75 So 
Now iith ye ban fo holy and meek a wif. 
What ncdcth you, Thomas, to maken (Irif f 
Ther n*is ywii no ferpcnt fo cruel. 
Whan man tredeth on his tail, ne half fo fcl^ 

Hij 



As woman is wfafllt Ae.k«tft,can|^«hW; • - 
Veray ▼eogesDce i^tWaiaB Uiedafira* 
Ire is a finnne iMlitf llwkfrtfet Men, : . 
AhbfmiinabU«»a^tlM€M«llwieo» .: 
And to himfdlkil MbmftiMr ' 

■ ft 

This every kwed Hut Mid ijMifiMi; i - fy^ 

Can fay haw, iig ; w| r»df<tU ltodMcki8ft ■ 
IreisiiiMh«K«9to«rro£]|pckkL '' 

I cofid of ire fagrfe qmcImI tottn 
My Tale II111I44 kikft tfl: K»*iMr«Hi| > 
And thc;^4{«t«|itay{I Gmiboth dif and sigte ' 759^ 
An irons ipfM iCM tedi Kin litdb fliiglieL 
It is gret,|||rx»» i«|iir<efft««grefc pilc«i 
To ictUt¥l ifOM awK iv higk defter. 

Whilom th/ur^iimitaQ irant pai<ftata 
A5 faith Scnek, thalb d»rtny hia efiat y^Ct 

Upon a dvytKMH ffidmliBightQfi tiro; 
And, as Foftupc ¥r(DJId ihat it Wjwrib^ 
That on ^iVfiWlUBM hooif^ fehafc ^tber MBghu 
Anon the kfliglM-MMrf cheijagartabroogfat. 
That faide thui ; Thoo. haft thy &Iaw flttn, 460J 
lor which 1 dff wa tK c e t»tiic dtth caruinu 
And to i9«tib€r]<itt|iht fiommindsd he, 
Go» leda hiift t« the dctk, L^^kxrgetkm. 
And happe4 aatttef-ivcntcm hy ^-vc]^ 
Toward the |il«M:thM aa ha &vlde dey^ ^<t« 

t. 76oo.^/ai/^J(arii^Thb•■(|;ktoMlhTAMM»■<Arl»■i; 
1. i. c. xvi,ofJCa.l^ ftis»lfo»>klofincniff»roiwfaK>fca» 
^ejla RomaiMm^ cap. czi. 
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The knight came which men wen den had be ded : 

Than thoughten they it was the befte rede 

To lede hem bothe to the juge again. 

They faiden, Lord, the knight ne hath not ilain 

His felaw, here he flondeth hoi alive. 7^15 

Ye (hull be ded, quod he, fo mot I thrive. 
That is to fay, both on, and two, and three. 
And to the firfte knight right thus fpake he. 

I damned thee, thou muft algate be ded ; 
And thou alfo muft nedes lefe thyn hed, 76)0 

For thou art caufe why thy fclaw deycth ; 
And to the thridde knight right thus he feyeth, 
Thou hafl not don that I commanded thee. 
And thus he did do flen hem alle three. 

Irons Cambifes was eke dronkelew, 7^^5 

And ay delighted him to ben a flirew t 
And fo befell a lord of his meinie, 
That loved vertuous moralitce, 
Sayd on a day betwix hem two right thus ; 
A lord is loft if he be vicious; 7630 

And dronkcnncCfe is eke a foulc record 
Of any man, and namely of a lord. 
Ther is ful many an eye and many an ere 
Awaiting on a lord, and he n'ot wher. 
For Goddes love drink more attemprcly . ^^j^ 

Win makcth man to Icfcn wrttchedly 

^. 7<SiJ. frous C.tnbi/i's2 This ftory is alfo In Sauwi^ 1. li'. 
c. xiv. : it differs a little from one in Hcrodctus^ \. \\\, 

H iij 
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His mind, and eke his limmes ererich on. 

The revere ihtk tbou fee, quod he, anon,. 

And prevc it by thyn owen experience 

That win ne doch to folk no fwiche o&nce. 

Ther is no win berevethtne my might 

Of hond» ne.fbot, ne of min eyen fight. 

And for defpifc he drauke mochel more 

An hundred part than he had don before. 

And right anon this curfed irons wretche 

This-knightes fone let before him fctche, • 

Commanding him he ihuldbefote him (bond; 

And fodenly he took his bow in hond, 

And up the ftreng he pulled to his ere. 

And with an arwe he flow the child right ther. 765 

Nvw whether have I a ilker hood or non f 
Quod he ; is all my might and minde agon f 
Hath win berevcd me min even fight ? 

What fiiuld I tell the aiifwer of the knight ? 
His fon was flain, ther is no more to fay. 
Beth ware therfore with lordes for to play, 
Singeth Placebo, and £ ihal if I can. 
But if it be unto a poure man : 
'i'o a poure man- men ihuld his vices telle, 
But not to a lord^ though he fliuld go to helle. 766 
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-^. rCsf.SirtgetbPliUcba} The allufionU to an anthem \nt\ 
R<)iT)Hh church from Pjlilm cxvi. 9. which in the Vulgate flan 
thus; Placebo Domino in rcfiotKvh'onim. Hence thecompi 
cent brother in The Marcluiit's Tale U called Plactbo, 



TBK tOMnCOUKIS TALK 9I 

Lo, irons Cirus, thilke Perfien, 
How he ddboyed the river of Gideii, 
For that an bora of his ivas dreint therin 
Whan that he wente Babilon to -win : 
He made that the riTcr was fo DnaL 7665 

That wimmen might it waden over ah 
Lo, what, faidhe, that fo wel techen can ? 
Ne be no felaw to non irons man, 
Ne with no wood man walke by the waj^ 
Left thee repent : I woL no forther fay. 7676 

Now Thomas, leve brother, leve thin ire. 
Thou (halt me find as juft as is a fquire : 
Hold not the devils knif ay to thin herte. 
Thin an^^cr doth thee all to fore fmerte ; 
But ihcw to me all thy confeillon. 7675 

Nay, quod the (ike man, by Seint Simon 
1 have ben (hriven this day of my curat; 
1 have him told al holly min eftat. 
N«deth no mo to fpeke of it, (ayth he. 
But if me lifb of min humllitee. 76H0 

Yeve me than of thy gold to make our cloiflre. 
Quod he, for many a mulicle and many an oiftrc, 

ir- r66z. the rh-sr s/G:/:n2 li '» called S_yndcs in Saiicjt lib. 
cil. c. xxi, and in HcroJotm, 1. \. 

tr. n6A6. Tbat^vimmen^ 80 the beft tnff. agreeablj to the 

authors juft quoted. The cditt. have 

That men might ride and wade, S*r. 
SirJ.MAndeviiletellstheftoryoftheEuphnitc* — "Becaufcthat 
" he had fworn that he tholde putte the ryvere in fuche poynt 
" that a iiomman myglite wcl palTc there withauten caltyngc 
(• of of hire clothc8>" p. 4y. 
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Whan other men hn bcnfol wd itcfis^ 
Hath been our Ibbd, our cloiftre fdr to re& ; 
And yet, Godiwoti, unncth the fnodament 
Paifonrmed iM^m of our p a icmcnt ".-r 
NT^iiiot A tile yet within onr wooes s 
By God we oihn foorty poaadfer ftonot. 
Now help^lflKmuw, for iiim that harwcd hcUoy 
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For eUes mote we oar hokcs felle^- - 
And if ye lacke oore predicatioa,- 
Thaa goth this world all to deftrudioo ; - 
For who JCb £ro thit world wold m bererc* 
So God me fave, Tiiotnai, hy your leve 
He wold bexeve out of thit world the fonne ; 
For who cai^ teche and worhen as we conne I 
Axidrthat is not of litel time {qood he) 
But (itheii.£lie was and Elifiee 
Han frercs bra, that find I of record, 
In charitee, ythonkedbe oar Lord. 
Now ThoniaSylielp for Seinte Charitee. 

And doun anon he fette him on his knee. 

Thttfifce man woze wel nei^ wood for ire ; 
He wolde that the frere had ben a-fire 
With bisfalfe diflimulation. 

Swiche thing as is in my pofleffion, 
Quodhe^ that may 1 yeve you, and non other. 
Ye fain me thus/ how that I am your brother. 
Ye cert€8,quod this frere, ye tmfteth wel ; 
I took ocr dame the letter of our fele. ' 
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t. 7710. tbe Utter of wr fele} Thare fi alcttcr ofthis kiad 
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Now wel, qaod ht^ and fomwhat-flial I yeve 
Unto your holy cogent while I liv^ ; 
And in thin hood then flialt it hare anoo^ 
On this cosditioa, and other non, 
That thou deport it fo> my dere brother^ 77^^ 

That every frere have as moche as other : 
This (halt tho« fwere on thy profeffioa 
Wltho uten fraud or. cavilatioa. 

I fwere it, quod the fncre» npoo my faith ; 
And therwitbil his hand to his he laytii. 7 7 99 

1.0- here my faith; in me ihal be no lak. 

Than put thin hoofdadoiin right by miy bak, 
Saide this mao,. and ^cope wel b^tnd 
Benethe my buttok, thea* thou ihahe find 
A thing that ( have hid in privetee. 7735 

A ! thought tbt^ireBe, that ihal go with me ; 
And doun his bond he launcheth to the difte. 
In hope for to fiodeo ther a gifte. 

And whao thiis fike man felte this fi'ere 
About his towel gropen ther and here, 7730 

Amid his hand he let the frere a fart ; 
Ther n*is m> capel drawing in a cart . 
1 hat might ban let a fart of fwiche a foun , 

The frere up ftcrte as d9th a wood leoun : 

in Ste'vtnSt Supp. to Dugd. vol. ii. ^pp. p. 370; .** Fratre? Prac- 
•* dicatorcs, Warwicc. admittunt Thomam Cannings ct 11 xo- 
** rem ejus Agnetem ad participationem omnium bonorum 
•* operum conventus ejufdem.** It is under feal of tlie Prior, 
4 von, OSob, Att.Dom. 1 347. 
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And it (hal ben amended if I may. 

1 have, qaod he, had ft defpit to day, 
God yclde you, adonn in your viUagc, 
That in this world ther n'is fo poocea pagpe 7 760 
That he n*olde have ahhomioatioon 
Of that I have received in youre touo ; 
And yet ne greveth me nothing fo fore 
As that the olde cherl with lokkes hore 
filafphemed hath oure holy covent eke. 7 765 

Now maifter, quod this lord, 1 you befcke. 
'*^ fio maifter, Sire, quod he, but fervitoiir. 

Though I have had in fcole that honour. 
God liketh not that men us Rabi call 
Neither in market ne in your large hall. 7770 

No force, quod he, but tell me all your grefe. 

Sire, quod this frere, an odioujis mifchefe 
This day betid is to min ordre and me^ ' 
And fo/vr tM/efuens to eche degree 
Of holy chirche , God amende it fone. 7775 

Sire, quod the lord, ye wot what it to don : 
Piflemprc you not, ye ben my confelTour ; 
Ye ben the fait of the erthe and the favour : 
For Goddes love your patience now hold ; 
Telle me your grefe. And he anon him told 778Q 
As ye han herd before, ye wot wcl what. 

The lady of the hous ay flille fat 
Til the had herde what the frerc faid. 

Ey, Qoddesmodcr, quod (he, bUsiul rQa.\Ci»\ 






9fr «» 

Is ther ought dlei f-tdhne fiotliiiiSyw i '*' ' ' ' fytj 
Madame, qoo^li^lunirtiiinltedfc^ilMtlif^ 
How thatmct M fJ L e ih -^ywJiMii^ijao^M W ^ dfc 
I^yiachoje^utirdMiauiiarlnrlddde; - : 
What fljcld I fayi=QodietlM*iiiqf ■i<tfais ■ ■ 
Hi8fikeheditf«l«£«uiifte«d ^ .- > . . 779^ 

I hold him in »aHuier frcnefie. ' 

Madame, qaodhCyhyOodtihd not lit ■' . 
But I in other .wife, may im VMwke i' 
IfhaldifUncbimoYeraUdHkrlfpelEai • 
This &lfe IMphemoor, dutt duuged tsm • ff$s 
To parten thst wolnot d^artod b« 
To every man ylike, with meichaiiot. 

: Tiie lord fat ftiUe a&he were in t truwei 
And iaiiis hcvte he ratted np and dona 
HowhadttabdiiBriimaginatioui 7S00 

To Ihewen fwvEhe a problcme to the frere. 
Never erft or n^w ne herd t Mche maten; 
I trp^ the devil.pat it in hiamind. 
In all axiineirika ihal ther ao maafiod 
Beforn this day- of fwiche a qoeftiom 7^05- 

Who ihuldc make a demonftratioo 
That every miB ihold han ylikehia part 
As oF a fous or £uronr of a fitft ? • 
O nice proade cberl ! I ikrcwc hb hct, 

1.0, Sires, quod the lord, with haide ftiMi 7tlO 
Who ever herd of fwiciie a things or sow i 
To every mau yllke I |elLne)miir« 
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ft is an impoflible, it may not l>e : 

£y, nice cherl ! God let him oever the. 

The rombiiog of a fart, and every foun, 7S 15 

N'is but of aire reverberatiouo. 

And ever it wadeth lite and lite away; 

Ther n'is no man can demen, by my fay. 

If that it were departed equally. 

What ? lo my cherl, lo yet hov^ (hrewedly 78 lo 

Unto my confeiTour to-day he fpake I 

I hold him certain a demoniake. 

Now ete yonr mete, and let the cherl go play; 

Let him go honge himfelf a devil way. 

Now (lood the lordes fquier atte bord 7 8 15 

That carf his mete, and herde word by word 
Of all this thing of which ( have you fayd. 

My Lord, quod he, be ye not evil apaid ; 
I coude telle for a goune-cloth 
To you, Sire Frere, fo that ye be not wroth, 7830 

How that this fart ihuld evcnydeled be 

Amonge your covcnt, if it liked thee. 
Tell, quod the lord, and thou ifaalt have anon 

A goune-cloth, by God and by Seint John. 

My Lord, quod he, whan that the weder is faire, 

Withouten winde or pertourbing of aire, 7 836 

i.et bring a cart-whele here into this hall,; 

But loke that it have his fpoken all ; 

Twelf fpokes hath a cart-whele communly ; 

And bring me than twcJf frcres, wcte yc wh^^. I^ASV 
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For threttene is a covent as I gcfle : 
Tour confcflbur here for his worthinefle 
Shalparfounne up the noombre of his cofcflti 
Than (hull they koete adoun by on aflent. 
And to every fpokes end in this roanere 
Ful fadly lay his nofeihal a frere; 
Your noble confeiTour, thcr God him fare, 
Shal hold his nofe uprigfht under the nave. 
Than fhal this cherl, with bely fiif and tought 
As any tabour, hider b^n ybroiight ; 
And fet him on the whele right of this eart 
Upon the nave, and make him let a fart. 
And ye ihull feen, op peril of my lif, 
By veray preef that isdemonftratif. 
That equally the foun of it wol wende, 
And eke the ftinke, unto the fpokes epde. 
Save that this worthy man, your confeflbur, 
(Becciufe he is a man of gret honour) 
Shal han the firfle fruit, as refon is. 
The noble ufage of freres yet it is 
The worthy men of hem ftul firft be ferved, 
And certainly he hath it wel deferved ; 
He hath to-day taught us So mochel good, 
With preching in the pulpit thcr he flood, 
That I may vonchefauf, I fay for me. 
He hadde the firfte (hiel of fartes thre«, 
Andfo nroJd all his brethren hardcly, 
<^& bcretA him fo fain and holyly. 



The lord^ the lady, and echc man, £iTe the fir ere, 
Say den that Jankiii fpake in this mater^ 7870 

As wel as Euclide or elles Ptholomee. 
Touching the cherl they faydcn, Subtiltce 
And highe wit made him fpcken at he fpake; 
He n*is no fool ne no demoniake. 
And Jankin hath ywonne a newe gonne. 
My Tale is don, we ben ahnoft at toune. 787^ 

THE CLERKES PROLOGUE- 

Sire Clerk of Oxenforde, our Hoibe faid. 

Ye ride as fliile and coy as doth a maid 

Were newe fpoufed, fitting at the IxM-d; 

This day nc herd I of yofir tonge a word. 7880 

I trow ye fludie abbuten fom ibphxmc ; 

But Salomon faith that every thing htch time. 

For Goddes Sake sls beth of better cher^. 

It is no time for to ftudien here. 

Tell us fom mery Tale by your fay; 7885 

For what man that is eotred in a play . 

He nedes mod unto the play aiTent. 

But precheth not, as freres don in Lent, 

To make us for our olde finnes wepe, 

Ne that thy Tale make us not to flepe. 7 890 

t' 7879. ffere nnuejpoufeit} It ]ia«becn obferved in n. upott 
VCT. 8 1 z, that Chaucer frequently omits the governing pro- 
noun before his verbe: the inttanceti there cited were of pcrional 
pronouns. In thi» line, and fome others which I (hail pniut out 
here, the relati ve> ti'bo or which arc omlUcdm iVvt'iwxvcxca.wr 

ncr. Scever. 7411, 13035, 16049. 
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«■ other art pirficulcre ; 
h, ihil wol nol fulTre uidwellcn here 
t were a twinUiDK of an eye, 
otll haCh QaiDC, and a lie we Ihul dye. 
forth to cellea of thi> wurtby maa 
SDghlc me thxi Tale u t begao, 
bat iirft he with hif-he flile endicetb 
iC the body of hit T'alc writelh) 
oheme, in the which defcriveth ha 
ioDt,aDd of Silucothe coatree, 
1 rjKkeih of Apeuain tlie hilles hie, 
It hen the boundu of weft Lumbardic, 
d of Mount Vcfuitu in Tpcciat, 
her as the Poo out nf a welle Tmal 
iketh hi] Gifie rjiringitig and hit f.iun, 
lac eft ward ay encrefelh iu hit couf 
> Emelie ward, to Fcrarc aod Venife, 
le which a loage thing weie CodeviTe; 
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THf CLItlCES tAtt» 

Therwitli he wm, to fpeken of linage, 
I'hc gentUeft yborne of Lunibardie, 
A faire perfon, and firon^, and yong of age, 
And ful of hofiour and of cnrteiie ; 
Difcret ynough, his contree for to gie, 
8auf in fom thinges that he was to blame, 
And Walter was this yonge lorde s name. 

I blame him thus, that he cobfidered nought 
In time coming what might htm betide. 
But on his lull prefent was all his thought^ 
And for to hauke and hunt on every fide; 
Wei neigh all Other cures kt he Aide; 
And eke he n*old (and that was worft of all) 
Wedded no wif for ought that might befalL 

Only that point his peple bare fo fore 
That flockmel on a day to him they went. 
And on of hem, that wifeil was of lore, 
(Or elles that the lord wold beil afient 
1'hat he fliold tell him what the peple ment, 
Or dies coud he wel (hew fwiche matere) 
I le to the markis faid as ye ihull here. 

O noble Marki*! yoor humanitee 
AfTureth us and yeveih us hardinefife, 
As oft as time is of neceilitee 
That we to you mow tell our hevineflc ; 
Acceptcth, Lord, than of your gentillelTe 
I'hat we with pitous hertc unto you phine, 
AiidJccyouf crcs iiat my vois diKLaltvc. 



ic3 



79SO 



7953 



7^6# 



79^3 



79 701 



7975. 



79«o 



eW^cr afl^* ^ ics^"^' ,^ left. 

A.od*'*"' „d»^"?* ve otto'"'' 
A^ ftetVv A' , gte»e 7 

aM ^etV^f , {or tVver eica? ^^ ou 



THE CLERKES TALE. ICJ 

Acceptcth than of us the trcwe entent, 
That never yet refufeden your heft, 
Aod we wol, Lord, if that ye wol afTent, 8C05 

Chefe you a wife in Ihort time at the meft 
Borne of the gentillefl and of the befb 
Of ail this lond, fo that it oughte feme 
Honour to God and you, as we can deme. 

Deliver us out of all this befy drede, 8c lO 

And take a wif for highe Goddes fake ; 
For if it fo befell, as God forbede, 
That thurgh your dcth your linage (hulde flake, 
And that a ftrange fucceflbur (huld take 
Your heritage, o ! wo were us on live ; 80 15 

Whcrfore we pray you hallily to wive. 

Hir mcke praiere and Irir pi to us chere 
Made the markis for to ban pitee. 
Ye wol, quod he, min owcn pepledcre, 
To that I never er thought conllrainen me : 8c20 
I me rejoyced of my libertee, 
That felden time is found in mariage; 
Ther I was free I mofle ben in fervage. 

But natheles 1 fee your trewe entent, 
And truft upon your wit, and have don ay; 8c25 
Wherfore of my free will I wol aifent 
To wcdden me as fone as ever I may : 
But ther as ye han profrcd me to-day 
To chefen me a wif, I you relefc 
Thar cbois, and pray you of that prolct «Sc. %KiV* 



IC6 THE CLIKKES TALS. 

For God it vnjt that chUdreo often hea 
Unlike hir worthy eldres hem before : 
BouDtee cooneth al of God,, not of thi: (Iren 
Of which they ben ygeodred and ybore : 
I truft in Goddes bountee, and therfoie Scjj 

My mariage, and min eftat, and reft, 
1 him betake ; he may don as him left. 

Let me aloqe in cheiing of my wif ; . 
That charge upon my bak I wol endure ; 
But I you pray and charge upon your lif 804O 

That what wif that I take ye me.aiTure 
To worfhip hire, while that hire lif may dure. 
In word and werk both here and elles where. 
As (he an emperoures doaghter were. 

And forthermore this ihuln ye fwer^, that ye 8045 
Again my chois ihul never grutch ne drive ; 
For fith I fhal forgo my libertee 
At your reqaeii, as ever mote I thrive 
I'her as min herte is fet ther wol I wive : 
And but ye wol affent in fwiche manere 8050 

1 pray you fpeke no more of this matere. 

With hert|y will they fworen and aifenten 
To ail this thing, ther faide not o wight nay, 
Befeching him of grace, or that they wcntcn, 
I'hat he wold granteo hem a certain day , , 8055 
Of his fpoufaile AS (one as ever he may^ 
For yet alway the peple fomwhat dred 
l^eA that this ifiarkis wolde no wif wed* 
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He granted hem a day, fwiche as him left. 
On which he wold be wedded fikerly, ■ 8060 

And faid he did all this at hir requeft ; 
And they with hmnble herte fui buziunly, 
Knelin^r upon hir knees fnl reverently, 
Him thonken all : and thus they han an end 
Of hir entente, aind home agen they wend. tc6s 

And hereupon he to his officer es 
Commandeth for the fefte to pnrvay, 
And to his privee knightes and fquieres 
Swichc charge he yavc a& hem lift on hem lay, 
And they to his coaimandement obey, 807O 

And eche of hem doth al his diligence 
To do unto the fcfte al reverence. 

Panfecunda, 

Nought fer fro thilke paleis honourable, 
Wher as this markis (hope his mariage, 
Thcr flood a thorpe, of fighte delitable, 8075 

In which that poure folk of that village 
Hadden hir beftes and hir herbergage. 
And of hir labour toke hir fuflenance. 
After chat the erthe yave hem habundance. 

Among this poure folk ther dwelt a man 8c8o 
Which' that was holdcn poureft of hem aU, 
Bur hi;/^hc Gnd fomtime fenden can 
Hi'* grace unto a litel oxes Aall; 
}ariicnia men of that thorpe him call : 
A doughtcr had he, faire ynough to Aghc, 8085 

And Grifildis this yonge maiden hight. 



But far Cofpekc of vertTioui bcaotee. 
Than WAS Ibc on the fairtll under ronue. 
Ful pourely yfoflred up was llie; 
Nn likcroDi lud was in hire herre rronnc ; 8( 
Wet ofler of the well thin of the tonne 
She drinte ; »nd for fhe wolde Tertuc pleTe 
She Itriewwel Ubour but non idel efe. 

Butlhough thii mayden Itndre wereof >ge, 
Vet in the brell of hire virginltee 8< 

Ther was enclofed fad and ripe c^irage. 
And in gtct rcverenee and charitee 
Hire oMc pniire fader faftred Che : 
Afewfhtcprpinningonlliefeldflickept; 
She woldi- not ben Idel til (be fltpt. 8 

And whan Ihe hntnward came fhe wolde trin) 
Wortei and other herbei times oft. 
The which Ihe Ihred and lethe for hire livlDfr, 
And made hire bed ful hard and nothing foft; 
And ay Ibe kept hire fadrts lif an loft 8 

With every obeifanee and diligence 
That child may don to fadrei reverence. 

Upon Grifijde, this poure creature, 
Ful often litbe ihl; mutku felle hit eye, 
A* he on huntms rode paravcniure; 8 

And nhan 



Upon hire then he wold him oft avife ; 
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Commending iti lus berte hire womanhede, 8115 
And eke hire vertue, psffing any wight 
Of fo yong age as vfti in chcff e as dede : 
For though the pepltf have no gfet infight 
In vertue, he Goafidered ful right 
Hire bountee, and ^tfpoArd chat he woM 8 X 30 

Wedde hire only ii tltdt he wedden Ihold. 

Tlie day ofwe^dingf eoaie, but no wight can 
Tellcn what womab thU' it ihuldc be, 
For which mar^aiUe wondred man-y a man. 
And faiden, wh»'they*wei« in privetee, 8125 

Wol not our lord yet kvtf his vanitce ? 
Woi he not wedde ? Ala», aks the while ! 
Why wol he thus hlmft^lf and 09 begile f 

But natheles this mai'liHs hath do make 
Of gcmmes fette in gold and in afure 8 1 30 

Broches and ringes, for Griiildes fake ; 
And of hire clothing toke he the mefare 
Of a maiden like unto bife ftature. 
And eke of other ornamentes all 
That unto fwiche a w«dding (hulde fall. • 8 1 35 

The time of-onderne of the fame day 
Approchcth that this wedding ihulde be, 

^. 81 56. The time of underne'} The Glofiary explains thl« 
rightly to mean the third hour of the day, or nine of the clock. 
Invcr. 8857, where this word fs ufed agAin, the original has-^ 
bora tenia ; in thia place it has — bora prandil : from whence 
we may colled chat in Chaucer's time the third hour , ox \m- 
derne, wa« the uriiaJ hour ©/"dinner. — 1 have nevtt uvcx ^VOx 



And all the paUia put wu id amy. 
Both hallc and cliambrei, ecbe in hie degree, 
Houfcf of ofTicc ftaffed wUh plente«; £l 

Thcr niLyl ifaou Tee of deinteom vitaille 
I'lint may be found a> fer u Ulleth luille. 

Thi> nal markii ridielf amudci 
LoiJes and ladies in his campagnie, 
l'hcwhicbunto:hcfclle werenpraide, 8) 

An il of hii retenuc ihe bathclerie, 
Viih manyafoDaof fondry raelodie, 
Unco thEvilkgeof the wbichi uld 
In ttiN array the righic way they hold. 

Grinidt of ttiIs(aod wot) ful innocent S: 

Tltit fur hire Ibapen wa< alt cbii array, 
Tb f.'ichcD water at a wellr i« went. 
And ciinicth home as fane as ever Jhe ml)' j 
For wel Ihc had herd fay thai ihilke day 
'J'lie marliis Ihiildc wcdde, and if ibe micht 8 
She woMe r^yn ban r<.cn fom of that light. 

She lliought I «-ol with other maidens Rond, 
T'hatben myfehwei, in uurdore, and fee 
The marUfiOc, and durno wol I fond 



Ri.ilniTr orthli tn 



' talptBi iliil II hid /umc irfciT 
wn-bnnk htlonftlnit to Ihe eorpor 
lEhiirikyncdi1uIDCipcr(cino|i 
n to Aletafme hour often of Ih 
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lome, as fone at It may be, 8160 

■ which that'loogeth unto me, 
may at leifer hire behold, 
ray onto the Coftel hold. 
lie wolde over the threfwold gfon 
b came and gan hire for to call, 2l6s 
: donn hire water-pot anon 
threfwold in an ozes ftall, 
upon hire knees (he gan to fall, 
ad countenance kneleth ftill, 
herd what wan the lordes will. Si 70 
ughtful markis fpake unto this maid 
, and faid in this mancre ; 
ur £ider, Griiildis ? he faid. 
ith reverence in humble chere 
Lord, he is al redy here. 8 1 75 

goth withouten longer lette, 
markis (he hire Cader fette. 
le bond than toke this poure man, 
hus whan he him had afide ; 
aeirher may ne can 8 1 80 

plefance of min herte hide ; 
I vouchefauf, what fo betide, 
ter wol I take or that I wend 
ivif unto hire livcA end. 
reft me, that wot I wel certain, 8185 
r faithful liegeman ybore, 
t liketh me^ I dare wel fain. 



li liktth thee, and CpetiMj tWetfore 
'Jill mc thii point that 1 havr bid bcron, 
irth:it thou wnlt unto thi>piirpoi4raw«, 
'In Tntci'n me >• fdr ihy fan In tWivc .' 

Tlii- fuden cu tbii mta iftoned {ii 
'Ihit rciIhcwM, ib*il1,Bndalguakin|( 
) 111 Hund ; unnctliei faid he werdta no 
bill unljr chui; Lord, quod ha, my williDf 
1b j» ye wol,nBB|t*iin your liking 
1 wol iin tiling, miB owcd I ,(ird fo dcrc I 
Kii>hl as Jim lift ttoveracth thit muere. 

'J'hinwnll, quod thiiniatkiilofielf, 
Tliar in thy chambte 1, and thuu, and flie, 
Iljve a colbtian ! uid wnlttbnu wby.' 
i'lT I wol allc hire if it hire wille be 
Tn be my nif. and rente hire after me.' 
Anil nil thi^ flial be don in thy ptell-nca ) 
I wol niTl fjwkc nut of thin audience. 

And ill the chunbre, whik they were ibou 
I'hi: trrtve, which at ye lliul after here, 
"ihe peplc caii.e into the hniu withoulc. 
And wondrcd hem in liow honeft nuncrc 
Miiti'ntiHy DiL kept hire fader derc : 
Hut utterly UriCldii wonder mighi, 
I'or never etfl ne law Jhe fwichc » Gyht- 

No wondei i> though that Oic lie aftoned 
I'o fee fa i-rec a j^a come in that place, 
Sh<; never wai to uuu fwulid |[tllca wsiinl, 
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For which ihc loked widi ftil pale hce. 
But Oiortly forth this matere for to chace, 
Thife am the wordei that the markis (aid 
To this benigne veray faithful maid. 

Grifilde, he faid, ye (huln wel underftond 8 1 20 
It liketh to your fader and to me 
That ( yoQ wedde, and eke it may fo ftond) 
As I fuppofe, ye wol that it fo he: 
But thife deAiaendes aike I firft (quod he) 
That fiD it flial be doo in hafty wife 8225 

Wol ye aifeot, or elles you avife ? 

I fay this, be ye redy with good hette 
1*0 all my luft, and that I freely may, 
As me bed thinketh, do you laugh or fmerte, 
And never ye to grutchen, night ne day, 0230 

And eke whan I fay Ya-ye fay not Nay, 
Neither by word ne frouning countenance ? 
Swere this, and here I fwere our alliance. 

Wondring upon this thing, quaking fcr drede, 
She faide. Lord, indigne and unworthy 8235 

Am I to thilke honour that ye me bede, 
But as ye wol yourfelf right fo wol 1 1 
And here I fwere that never willingly 
In werk ne thought I n*ill you difobcie 
For to be ded, though me were loth to deic. 8240 

This is ynough, Grifilde min, quod he. 
And forth he goth with a ful fobre chere . 
Oat at the dore, and after than came (he, 

Kii] 
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And to the pq>le he faid in this nuncre; 

This if ray wif, quod he, that ftoodeth here; 8245 

Honoureth her, and ioveth hire, 1 pray^ 

Who fo me lovcth ; ther n'is no more to fay. 

And for that nothing of hire olde gere 
She Ihulde bring into hift hotit, he bad 
That women &iikl defpoilen hire right there, 8150 
Of which thife ladie» wercn nothing glad 
To handle bin: clothes wherin ihe was clad 2 
Bat natheles this maiden bright of hew 
Fro foot to bed they clothed ban all new. 

Hire here* ban they kempt, that lay untreiliBd 
Ful rudely, and with hir fingres fmal 825^ 

A coroune on hire bed they ban ydrcfled. 
And fctte hire ful of nouches gret and final. 
Of hire array what (bold I make a tale f 
Unneth the pepie hire knew for hire fairnriTe Z760 
Whan Ihe tranfmewed was in fwiche richefle. 
i'his markis hath hire fpoufcd with a ring 
Brought for the fame caufe, and than hire fette 
Upon an hors fnow-white and wel ambling, 
A nd to hit» palcis, or he lenger lecte, 8 26^ 

(With joyful peple that hire lad and mette) 

'^. Sis^-fttlo/nouchej'] The common reading is ottct^^^ but 
I have retained the reading of tlie bed mff. at it may polGbly 
a (flit fuinclKNly ti) diicover the meaning of the word, lobfierve 
t«»o tlut It isfo written in the invcrtoiy cf the effccliof U.V. 
Kit. Pari. X. H. vr. n. 31 ; ** Item '6 brochener nututes d*or gar« 
*'uiz de divCTt ganudu p<Hs 3id d*or prb 35s. 
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OoQveyed hire ; and thus the day they fpende 
In revel til the fonoe gan dcfcende. 

And Ihortly forth this Tale for to chace, 
I lay that to this newe markifcfle 8270 

God hath fwiche favour fent hire of his grace. 
That it ne (cmeth not by likelineile 
That (he was borne and £ed in nide&efle. 
As in a cote or in an ozes ftall. 
But nourilhed in an emperoures hall. 8275 

To every wight (he waxen is fo dere 
And worihipful, that folk ther ihe was bore, 
And fro hire birthe knew hire yere by yere, 
Unnethes trowed they, bat dorA ban fwore 
That to Janicle, of whiofa 1 fpake before, 8 a8o 

She doughter n'as; for as by cQnje<^are 
Hem thoughte ihe was another creature. 

For though that ever veituoits was ihe. 
She was encrefed in fwiche excellence 
Of the wes good, yiet in high bountce, 8 285 

And fo difcrete, and faire of eloquence. 
So benigne, and fo digne of reverence. 
And coude £b the peples berte enbrace, 
Thar eche hire loveth that loketh on hire face. 

Not only of Saluces in the coun 8190 

Publilhed was the bouutee of hire name. 
But eke beilde in many a regioun ; 
If on faith wel another faith the fatne : 
So fpredeth of hire hie bountee the iamc. 
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That men .and women, yong as wel at Mf Si^J 

Gon CO Saluce^ upon hire to behold. 

I'hus Walter lowly, nay but really^ 
Wedded with fortunat honeftee. 
In Goddes pees Hveth fol efily 
At home, and grace ynoagh outward hjul he : 830^ 
And for he £iw that under low degree 
Was honeft vertue hid, the peple him held 
A prudent man, an^ that is feen ful feld. 

Not only this Grifildis thurgh hire wit. 
Coude all the fete of wifly homltnefTei S305 

But eke whan that the cas required it 
The com one profit coude (he redrefle ; 
Ther n'as difcord, rancour, ne hevinefle. 
In all the lond that ihe ne coude appcfe, 
And wifely bring hem all in hertes cfe. 83 !• 

'i'hough (hat hire hufbond abfent were or noa 
If ^entilmen or other of that contree 
Were wroth (he wolde bringen hem at on. 
So wife and ripe wordes hadde ihe. 
And jugcment of fo greto equitee, 83 15 

That fhc from heven fcnt was, as men wend, 
Pcple to fave, and every wrong to amend. 

Not longe time after that this Grifilde 
Was wedded fbe a doughter hath ybore^ 
All had hire lever han borne a knave childe : 8320 
Glad was the markis and hi» folk therfore, 
jFbr though 2 maiden childe come all before 
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knave child atteine, 
) (he n*i8 not b^rreine* 

Pars Urtia^ 
it befalleth timen mo, %%%$ 

childe Had fouked but a throwe^ 
hi& herte longed fo 
if, hire fadnelTc for to kaowe, 
;ht out of his faerte throwe 
js deilr his wifto afifay ; ^35^ 

rot, he thought hire to affiray. 
:d hire ynough before, 
: ever good : what nedeth it 
Lpt, and alway more and more ? 
en praife it for a fubti^wic ; 833^ 
1 fay that evil it fit 
whan that it i« no oede, 
"ein anguiih and in drcde. 
bis markis wrought in thi« tnanere : 
ht alone cher as (he lay 834O 

:e and with full tFouMe chere, 
s, Grifilde, (quod he) that day 
e out of your poure array, 
1 eflat of high noblefle, 
Forgetten, as I %t^t\ S345 

le, this prelent dignitee, 
I have put you, as 1 trow, 
ot forgetful for to be 
^e in poure eflat ful low, 
'emoteyourfelveiikn»Yr. ^1>^^ 
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Take hede of every iivord that I you fay, 
Tbcr is no wight that hereth it but we tway. 

Ye wotc yourfelf wel how that ye came here 
Into this houd, it is not long ago, 
And though to me ye be right lefe and dere, t 
Unto my gcntils ye be nothing fo : 
They fay to hem it is grct (hame and wo 
For to be fuggctc^, and ben in fcrvagc 
To thee, that borne art of a fmal linage. 

And namely fin thy doaghter was ybore ] 
Thifc wordes ban they fpoken douteles ; 
But I defire, as I have don before. 
To live my lif with hem in reft and pees : 
1 may not in this cas be reccheles : 
I mote do with thy doughter for the btft, J 

Not as I wold, but as my gentils led. 

And yet, God wote, this is ful loth to me : 
But natheles withouten youre weting 
I wol nought do; but thus wol 1 (quod he) 
That ye to me affenten in this thing ; i 

Shew now youre patience in youre werking 
That ye me higbt and fwore in youre village 
The day that maked was our mariage. 

Whan fhc had herd all this (he not ameved 
Ncyther in word, in cherc, ne countenance, [ 
( For as it femed (he was not agreved) 
She fayde, Lord, all lith in your plrfancc; 
My child and I with hcrtely obeifance 
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Ben yonres all, and ye may fave or fpill 

Your owen thing : werkerh after yoor will. 8380 

Ther may no thing, fo God my foule (ave, 
Jjiikc untoyou that may difplefen me ; 
Ne I defire Qothing for to have, 
Ne dred& for to lefe, fauf only ye ; 
This will is in myn herte, and ay fhal be, 8385 

No length of time or deth may thia deface. 
He change my corage to an other place. 

Glad waa this markis for hire anfwering, 
But yet he feined as he were not fo ; 
Al drery wasiiis (here and hit loking, 8390 

Whan that he ihuld out of the chambre go. 
Sone after this, a furlong way or two, 
He prively hath told all his entent 
Unto a man, and to his wif him fent. 

A maner fergeant was this prive man, 83 95 

The which he faithful often founden had 
In thinges gret, and eke fwiche folk wel can 
Bon execution on thinges bad ; 
The lord knew wel that he him loved and drad. 
And whan this fergeant wifl his lordcs will 84CO 
Into the chambre he (lalked him ful flill. 

Madame, he iayd, ye mote foryeve it me 
Though I do thing to which I am confireincd; 
Ye ben fo wife, that right wel knowen ye 
That lordes hclles may not ben yfcined ; 8405 

They may wel bc l>ewailcd ap.d complained. 
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, litel child* lihikki betake, -* ' 8435 

ghtfludttbdv^fiettformjfrkd/ • * 

Ittfe to anorketiihit cas 

Inpt Ait foMlie for to fee ; 

cvmiDder thai hen cried Aht! 

IcilbiiidfifwtfdlHihMihe ''Sf^O 

ndurodin adfitffitee, 

e Ib^geiiit mekdjflie fayde, 

; flgen ydttr Uiiil yonge nu^rde. 

inpr (qMd ilie)'knd doth my lordes heft^ 

Dg wold f j^Mif yba ol your grace, 8445 

lord f (ttbade yoo at die left, 

lit litel body in fom place 

» oe fio bHddet it to-race. 

Word to Chat porpos wold (ay, 
he child, and went upon hisway. 845O 
rgeaoTcame onto his lord again, 
riiUdet wAlrd^ and hire cher'e 
im point for point, in ihort and ptain, 
y efent ed with his doughter dere. 
. this lord hath routhe in his manere, 8455 
ties his purpoi held he fiili, 

don whan they wol have hirwin ; 

id this Cergeanc that he prively 

lis child fill fofte wind and wrappe, 

; circumftancCs tendrely, 84 60 

y it in a cofre or in a lappe ; 

peine his hed of for to fwappe 
ri7/. h 
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Tl^at no man fliulde know of his entent, 
Nc whens be came ne ijvhider that he Went ; 

But at Boloigne, unto hi» fofter dcre, $4 6$ 

That thilkc time of Pavie was Counteife, ^ 

He {hnld il take and (hew hire this matere, 
J^cfechiog hire to don hire beiineire 
This child to foftren in all gentillclEe; 
And whos child that it was he bade hire hide 8470 
From every wight, for ought that may betide. 

T-his fergcant goth, and hath fuifilde this thing. 
Ilut to this marquis now retorne we; 
}-''or now goth he ful fail imagining 
] f by his wives chere he mighte fee, Z4 7$ 

Or by hire wordcsapperccive, that ihe 
Were changed ; but be never coud hire findc 
i^uc ever in on ylikefad andkinde. 

As glad, as humble, as befy in fervice 
And eke in love, as ihe was woot to be S4to 

Was (be Co him in every maper wife ; 
Ke of hire doughter not a word fpake ihe : 
K on acpident for non ad^erfitee 
Was feen in hire, ne never hire doughters name 
Ne nevejied ihe for erneil ne for gam^. ^4 85 

ir- S466. cf Fctvie] WTicn the text of tT)»sTAlc wa» printed 
I hid not fufficieatly fwlvcrted to the rcadinj; of the betl mff. 
^vjtich :s uniformly Pauik. I liave Utile duubc tluc it lhou!d te 
rJiiH both here and belcw, vcr. S640, SS 14. a.f in Pttrarch the 
Tfarqulf^t-, fj.icr is faid to lie m.'inied to the Count lie Panicuu 
In Boccuce it u di raiuno^ 



'"■MUwJfM irto . ' '' 

Id uis cnC'ttsr jMBid^Mta fottfc ycrt 
& llw with daUkWH, wit •• God iv«>M 

Folgncioiitytndfairftrtobcliolit; •> • 
AndwlHuitliat.i«lk'i|t»liitfiidert(Ud»' 949O 

NotonljliebiicVrilUtMittedmtef ' 
Wm for thb diildfe) aM Ood tbef tholiktf Uid htiy. 

Depcrte4'«€iifeMtiee, on s dsy 
This markit cuglite jtt fcUMhcr left '^495' 

To tempte bit wif 3Fet oftcr, if he mt j« 
OJoeddfefwatfteMBpcedioaflliyt • 
Bat wedded awn Be tioaoeD do mefoM '" 
WKan that theffiftde m pattent creature. 
■ Wif, quod this inatUa, ye ban herd or this 8500 
My peple fihely b ertn ow mariagei - . 
And nimely fiv my tee yhoren it 
II9W it it werfe than ever in al oor age t 
The nininihir ileth oiyn herte and my cdrag«, 
FortomyneretconwthdievoitfolJnerte B5C5 
That it wd nfetlefttoyed hath myn herte* 

Now iay4lMy4hot ; Whan Waher it ago* 
Than ihal the blood of Janide foccede. 
And ben oar bnl« for other ban we non. 
Swiche wordet iayn tny peple, it it no drede : 85 ra 
Wei ott^ I of fwichc mnnnvr taken hede. 
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For certainly 1 drede alfwichefcntence. 
Though they not plainen in myn audience. 

I wolde live in pees if that 1 might ; 
Whcrfore I am difpofed utterly, ■ ^5 '5 

As I his fuller ferved er by nighc» 
Right fo thinl^e 1 to ferve him priYely. 
This wame 1 you, that ye notfodenlj 
Out of yourfelf for no wo (huld outraie ; 
Beth patient, and therof I you praie. 85 20 

I have, quod fhe, fayd thnr, and ever ihal, 
I wol no thing, ne n*iU no thing certain, 
But as you li(^ : not greveth me at al 
Though that my doughter and my fone be ilain 
At your comraandcment ; that is to fain, 85 %S 

I have not had no part of children twcin 
But firfl fikenefTe and after wo and peine. 

Ye ben my lord, doth with your owen thing 
Right as you lift ; aiketh no rede of me ; 
For as I left at home al my clothing 85 30 

Whan I came firft to you, right fo (quod (he) 
Left I my will and al my libertee, 
And toke your clothing; wherfqre I you prey 
Doth yovf plefance, 1 wol youre luft obey. 

A nd certes, if I hadde prefcience 85 3J 

Your will to know er ye your luft me told, 
I wold it do wiihouten negligence : 
But now I wote your luft, and what ye wold^ 
AJJ your plefynce fermc aud ftablt I hold » 
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my deth might do you eft S^ 4? 

FoUl I dien you to plefe. 

oc maki*n bo comparifoufl 

:. And'wh«n this marlcis fay 

tof his wif, he cad ^oun 

aud wiotidreth how file may t^^s 

feral this array; 

;eth With drery cbfltemmce^ 

t it wa^ fill gfret plefance. 

pgeaht in the fame wifti 

Dughter caughte, right fo he 855 o 

icn can any werfe devife) 

; fooe, that fol was of beautee : 

I fo patient was (he 

ere made of hevineffe, 

«€» and after gan it *bleflb. S5 5 j 

; praied him, if that he mighC| 

he Wold in erthe gravei 

mes, delicat to fightf 

fro heftes for to fs&tre. 

fwef of him roighte ha-^^ t 8j 6b 

ay as him no thing ne f ought, 

e he tendrely it brought. 

wondreth ever lenger the more 

ence; andifthathe 

y knowen ther before ^S^S 

ire children loved fhe, 

'end th^t of foni fubttltee 
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And of malice, or for qruel corai^e. 
That fhe had fuffred thia with fad viiage. 

But wel he knew that oeKthimfetf certain ' |, 
She loved-hlrc chiMren bed in every w'fie. 
But now of women wold I alken fayn 
If tlfife aflaies.mighten not fufflfe t" 
"What coud a fturdy huibond more de?ife . 
To preve hire wif hood sind hire. ftedCiilacfle, 8 
And he continuing ever in Aordinefie ^ 

But ther ben folk of fwiche condition, 
That whan they han a certain purpoi taka 
They cannot ftint of hir entention. 
But right as they were bounden to a. flake 8 
They wol not of hir firfte purpoa flake : 
Right fo this markis fully hath purpofed 
To tempt his wif as he was ^rfl fUfpofed. 

He waiteth if by word or contenanoe 
That (he to hi^ was changed of corage ; ^ 

But never coud he finden variance ; 
She was ay on in herte and in vilage ; 
An^ ay the further that (he was in age 
The more trewe (if that it were poflibk) 
She was to him in love, and more penible. { 

For which it femed thus, that of hem two 
Ther was but o will ; for as Walter left 
The fame lull was hire pleiance alfo ; 
And, God be thanked, all fell for the beft. 
She ihewcd wel for no worldly uoreft \ 
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A vr'd, as of hirelelf, no thiog ne iholde 
Wille in cSc6t but as hire huibond wolde. 

The fclandre of Walter wonder wide fpradde, 
That of a croel herte he wikkedly , 
For he a pome woman wedded hadde, 8 6c o 

Hath murdred both his children prirely : 
Swich murmar was among hem commily. 
No wonder is, for to the peples ere 
Ther came no word but that they murdred were. 

For which ther as his peple therbefore 8605 

Had loved him wel, the fclandre of his difikme 
Made hem that they him hateden therforie : 
To ben a mudrour is an hateful name. 
But nathelesfbr ernefl ne for game 
He of his cruel purpos n*olde ftente : 8 6 10 

To tempt his wif was fette all his entente. 

Whan that his doughter twelf yere was of age 
He to the court of Rome, in fubtil wife 
Enformed of his will, fent his meffage, 
Commanding him f wiche billes to de vife 8615 

As to his cruel purpos may fuffife, 
How that the Pope, as for his peples reft. 
Bade him to wed another if him left. 

1 fay he bade they ftiulden contrefete 
The Popes bulles, making mention 8620 

■^. 8614. bis m^age} HJs mcflcngcr. See bclaw, ver. 88x3. 
Milage was commonly ufcd for mefafcrh)' the French poets. 
Du CjjJge, in v. hlejaiariust 
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That he hath leve hit firile wif to letf » 

As by the Popes difpenfation 

To flibten rancour aod dififention 

Betwix his peple and him. Thus fpakc the bull ^ 

The which they ban publisibed at the f»U. )»63j 

The rude peple, as no wonder is, 
Wenden ful wet that it had ben right fo 9 
But whan thife tidings came to Griiildis ' 
I deme that hire herte was ful of wo ) 
But ihe.ylike fad for evermo 
Difpoicd wan, this humble creature^ 
The adverfitee of fortune al to endure t 

Abiding ever his4ufl and his plefance 
To whom that fhe was yeven h^rte and al, 
As to hire verayrWorldly fui!ifance< 
But ihortly if this Aorie tell i fhal. 
This markis writen hath in fpecial 
A lettre, in whieh he fliewcth his entente^ 
And fc-cretly he to Boloigne it fente 

To the £r] of Pavic, which that hadde tho 864^ 
Wedded his fufter, prayed he fpecially 
To bringcu home agein his children twor 
In honourable eUat al openly; 
But o thing ht him prayed utterly^ 
That he to no w);^ht, though men woTd enqnerey 
Shulde not tdl whos children that they were, 864^ 

But fay the maiden (buld ywedded b« 
Uiito th^ NXarkis of Saluccs acoD<- 
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An4 ;» this erl was prayed fo did he ; 

For at day fette he on his way is gon 8650 

Toward Saluces, ^nd lordes many on 

In rich arraie, this maiden for to gide. 

Hire yonge brother riding hire bolide. 

Aitaied was toward hire manage 
This freslhe maiden, ful of gemmes clere, S 6 j 5 
Hire brother, whkh that feven yere was of age, 
Arraied eke ful frefli in his manere : 
And thus in gret noblefle and with glad chere 
Toward Saluces ihaping hir journay 
Fro day to day they riden in hir way. 8660 

Pars quinta. 

Among al his, after this wicked ufage. 
This markis yet his wif to tempten more 
To the utterefte prefe of hire corage, 
Fully to have experience and lore 
If that (he w^ere as fledefafb as before, 8665 

He on a day in open audience 
Ful boiftoufly hath faid hire this fentence : 

Certes, Grifilde, I had ynough plefance 
To han you to my wif for your goodnefle. 
And for your trouthe and for your obeyfance, S670 
Not for your linage ne for your richefle ; 
But now know 1 in veray fothfaftnefle 
That in gret lordihip, if I me wel avife, 
Thcr ii gret dBTTitude in Dpndry wife« 




•» I..Cl„«,>T,t.. 

'Ciaj'nof cI;>H 3» e wry ploughman msyi 
^y peple m; ccHilrcintth f.-r lo rake 
'^noihcr wif, aod crien day by <tay ; 
'\nd eke (he Pope, rancour for W flake, 
'-'oiifentclli it, ChatdarF 1 undcnake i 
Andcrewfly ihuamoche I wolyoufay, 
My nfwcw.if i» ciniingby the way. 

Be llrong of heiie, and void annn hire piMi 
^ndUiilke dower that ye broughr en me 
Take it agcn; I granl il of my grate. 
Jieturncthto yoni fadres houi, (quod ha) - i 
No man may alway have profperin*. ■ ■ '■■ "- 
"With even h^rtc 1 ri^dey™ to endure 
— The llroke of Fortune or i>f aientuto. ' 

And Ihe ages Bnfwcrd in patimer; 
SlMy Lord. quod (he, itrnteindwiftalTfay ' 
tUtw that bLtwiien yoor magnificenfe 
^^And ii.y puvcrie no wight ns ran ne may 
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That ye fp longe of your benignited 
Han holden me in honour anU nobley, 
Wheras I wsv« not worthy for to be,. S70J 

That thanke I God and you, to whom I prey 
^oryelde it you ; ther is nd more to fey. 
Unto my fader g^ladly wo) I wecde, 
And with him dwell un.to.|)fy;}ive»cade. 

Ther I wag foftred of a chiUe f ui fnial ; 8 7 j o 

Til I be ded my lif ther wol I ledc, 
^ widow clene in body, hevte, and al ; 
For fith I yavc to you my maidenhedc. 
And anLyour trewc wif, it is no drcde, 
God fhilde fwiche a lordes wif to take 8; rj 

Another man to hufbond or to make. 
. And of your ncwe wif God of his grace 
So graunce you wele and profperitti. 
For I wol gUdly yelden hire my place, 
In which that 1 was blisful wont to.be : S72D 

For fith it liketh you, my Lord, (quo4 ihc) 
That whilom wercn all myn hertes reft. 
That I fhal gon, I wol go whan you left. 

But ther as ye me profre fwiche dowaire 
As I fird brought, it is wel in my mind ^7^5 

It were my wretched clothes, nothing faire, 
1 he which to me were hard now fpr to find. 
O ^oodc God ! how gentil and bow kind 
Yc ft mcd by your fpeche and your vifage 
The day that makcd was pure marrjage ! 8 7 30 
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Butfothisliudyalgaielfiiiditttewei 

For in e£fed it pteved it 00 tne, 
l.(nKi8iiotoldMwhtlitlHit4tuiie#e« - 
But ceitet».Lovd^ Cor bob idverfitee 
Todieninthipcas,itftiltiothe ^ 8735 

That ever in word or werke I llial repent 
That I yon ymte min htttt in hole entent: 

My Load, ye wote-that in my fadret phce 
Ye dide me ftripe obt of niy ponre wede^ ■ - - 

Antl richely ye clad neof yotir grace ; S 740 

1 o you brought I nought elles out of drede 
But faith, and nakednefle, and maidenhede ; - 
And here agen yonr clothing I teftore, - ' 
And eke your wedding ring, for eTermore. 

Thererftfettftntofyonrjcwelcftredybc 8745 

Within your chambre* I dare it (afly lain. 
Kaked out of my fadret hout (qood fre) 
I came, and naked4 mote tome again. 
All your pkfance volde 1 folwe fain ; 
But yet I hope it be not your entent ' 8750 

1 hat I fmokles out of yonr paleis went. 

Ye coude not do lb dilhonefl a thing. 
That thilke wombe, in which your children lay, 
Shulde before the peple in my walking 
Be fccn al bar* ; wherfore I you pray 8 755 

Let me not like a vi^orme go by the way : 
Remembre you, min owen l.ord fo dcre, 
I was your wif, though I unwonhy were. 

5 
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'Whcrfore in guerdon of my maidenhede, 
Which that I brought and not agen 1 here, 8760 
As vouchefauf to yeve me to my mede 
But fwiche a fmok as I was wont to were, 
That I therwith may wrie the wombe of hire 
That was your wif. Aadhere I take my leve 
Of you, min owen Lord» left f you grevs. ^76^ 

The fmok» quod he, that thou haft 6a thy bake 
Let it be ftill, and here it forth with thee. 
But wel unoethcs thilkc wovd he fpake, * 
But went his way for routhe and lor pitee. 
Before the ^Ik hircfel ven ftripeth ihe, 8 7 70 

And in hire fniok, with foot and hed ai bare, 
Toward hire fadrevhous forth is fhe fare. 

The folk hire folwen wepiMg in hir wey. 
And fortune ay they curfcn as they gon ; 
But (he fro weping kept hire cycn «ircy, 87 75 

Ne iu this time word ne fpake ftc uon. 
Hire fader, that this tiding herd anon, 
Curfeth the day and time that Nature * 
Shopc him^o ben a lives creature. 

For out of doute thisoldcpoure man 8; 80 

Was ever in fufpedl of hire mariage ; 
For ever he demed, fin it firft began, 
That whan the lord fulfilled had his corage 
Him woldc ihinke it were a difparage 
To his cftat fo lowc for to alight, 8785 

And voiden hire as fone as ever he might. 
k'^Uitne III. M 
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Agein his doDghter haftily goth he* 
(For he by noife of folk knew hire coming) 
And with hire olde cote, as it might be, 
He covereth hire, ful for wcf oily wepiag ; 879O 
But on hire body might he it not bring. 
For rude was the doth, and more of age 
By daies fele than at hire mariage. 

Thus with hire £uler for a certain fpact 
B welleth this flour of wifly patience, S 795 

That nother by hire wordes ne hn-e face, 
Beforn the folk, ne eke in hir abfenoe, 
Ne (hewed (he that hire was don offence, 
Ne of hire high eftat no remembrance 
Nc hadde (he as by hire conte»ance. S80O 

No wonder is, for in hire gret eftat 
Hire goft was ever in pleine humilitce; 
No tendre nv>uth, no herte dclicat. 
No pompe, no ferablant of realtee, 
But ful of patient benignitee, tSo$ 

Difcrete, and prideles, ay honoorable. 
And CO hire hufbond ever meke and (lable. 

Men fj^ke of Job, and moft for his humblefle. 
As clerkes whan hem lid can wel endite, 
Namely of men, but as in fothfaflnelTe, SSlO 

Though clerkes preifen women but a lite, 
I'her can no man in humble(re him acquite 
As woman can, ne can be half fo trewe 
As women ben, but it be falle of newe. 
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Parsfexta. 

Fro Boloigne is this £rl of Pavie come, 8815 

Of which the fiiue up fprangf to more and lefle ; 
And to the peples eres aU and fome 
Was couth eke that a newe markifeffe 
He with him broujrht in fwiche pomp and richeffe, 
That never was ther feen with mannes eye ^8 20 
So noble array in al Well Lumbardie^ 

rhe m»rki<4, which that ihope and knew all this, 
£r that this crl was come fent his meffage 
For thilke poure fely Grifildis, 
And fhe with humble hette and glad vifage, %Z%S 
Kot with no fwoUen thought in hire corage. 
Came at his heft, and on hire knees hire fette, 
And reverently and wiicly file him grette. 

Griliide, (quod he) my will is utterly 
This maiden that <bal wedded be to mc S8jo 

Received be to-morwe as really 
As it pofHble is in myn hous to be ; 
And eke th\t every wight in his degree 
Have his eiiat in iitting and fervice, 
And high plefauce, as I can bed devife. 8S35 

I have no woman lufiilant certain 
The chamhrps for to array in ordinance 
After my lull, and therfure wolde I fain 
That thin were all fwiche manerc governance; 
Thou knoweft eke of old all my plefance : 8840 

Though thin array be bad, and evil befey, 
Po thou thy devoir at the leile wey. 
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Not only, Lord, that I am glad (quod flic) 
To don your luft, but I deiire alfb 
You for to fecve and plefe in my degree 8845* 

Wlthouten fainting, and flial evermo : 
Ne never for no w«le ne for no wo 
Nc (hal the god within tnyn herte ftentc 
To love you heft with all my trew« entente. 

And with that word fl*e gan the hous to dight. 
And tables for to ft^Vte, and beddes make, * 883 f 
And peined her to don all that (be might, 
Praying the chambereres for Goddes fake 
TohaRen hem, and fade fwepe and fliake ; 
And file, the mcile ferviceable of all, 8855 

Hath every chambpe arraied and bis halL 

Abouten iindern gan this erlalight 
That with him brought thife noble children twey, 
F«r which the peple ran to fee the fight 
Of hir array, fo richely bcfey ; 8860 

And than at cril amonges hem they fey 
That Walter was no fool, though that him left 
To change his wif, for it was for the beft. 

for flie is fairer, as they demen all. 
Than ib Grifilde, and more tendre of age, 8965 

And fairer fruit betwene hem ihulde faH, 
And more plefant, for hire high linage : 
Hire brother eke fo faire was of vifage 
'f hat hem to feen the peple hath caught plefance. 
Commending now the markis governance. 88 70 
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O ftormy peple, uofad and ever untrewe, 
And ondifcrece and changing as a fane, 
Delighting cYcr in rombel chat is newe. 
For like the mone waxen ye and wane : 
Ay ful of clapping, dere ynough a jane, 88 75 

Your dome is fals, yoor conftance evil preveth, 
A ful gret fool is he that on you leveth ! 

Thus faiden fade folk in that citee 
Whan that the peple gafed up and doun. 
For they were glad right for the noveltee 8880 

To have a newe lady of hir toun. 
No more of this make I now mentioun, 
But to Gridlde agen I wol me dreffe* 
And telle hire conftance and hire befmeiTe. 

Ful befy was Grifilde in every thing 8885 

That to the feftc was appertinent; 
Right naught was (he abaift of hire clothing. 
Though it were rude, and fomdel eke to-rcnt, 
But with glad chere to the yate is went, 
With other folk, to grete the markifeffc, 8890 

And after that doth forth hire befinefle. 

With fo glad chere his gefteR fhe receivcth, 
And conningly everich in his degree, 
That no defaute no man appercciveth. 
But ay they wondren what flie mightc be 8895 

That in fo poure array was for to fee 
And coude fwiche honour and reverence, 
And worthily they preifen hire prudence. 

M iij 
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Thou bare hem of thy body trewcly ; 
At Boioigne have i kept hem prively ! . - 8945 
Take hem agen, for now maifl thou not lay 
That thou hafl lorn uon of thy children tway. 

And fo^L that otherwife han faid of me» 
I warne hem wel that 1 have don this dede 
For no malice ne for no crueltee, • 895</ 

But for to aiTay in thee thy womanh^de. 
And not to flee my children (God forbede) 
But for to kepe hem prively and fliU 
Til I thy purpos knew and all tfiy will. 

Whan (he this herd afwoune doun (he falleth 8955 
For pitous joye ; and after hire fwouning 
She both hire yonge children to hire calleth. 
And in hire arme<?, pitoufly weping, 
Embraceth hem, and tendrely kiffing 
Ful like a modcr, with hire falte teres 8960 

She bathed both hir vifage and hir heres. 

O, which a pitous thipg it was to ice 
Hire fwouning, and hire humble vois to here ! 
Grand mercy ! Lord, God thaok it you (quod ihe) 
That ye han faved me my children dere : 8965 

Now rekke I never to be ded right here, 
Sin 1 ilnnd in your love and in your grace. 
No force of deth, ne whan my fpirit pace. 

O tendre, o dere, o yonge, children mine ! 
Your woful mother wened fledfaftly. 8979 

That cruel houndes or fom foul Terming 



Had cten you ; but God of his mercy 

And your benigne fader tendrely 

Hath don you kepe : and in that fame flovnd 

Al fodenly {he fwapt adoon to ^onnd. S975 

And in hire fwough ib iodly holdeth (he 
Hire children two, "whan (he gan h«m embrace^ 
That with grct fleight and grct difficultce 
The children from hire arm they gan arrace. 
O ! many a tcreon many a pitons hce 8980 

Doun ran of hem that ftoden hire bcfidc ; 
Unnethc abouten hire might they abide. 

Walter hire gladcth, and hire forwc ilaketh ; 
She rifeth up abaihed from hire trance. 
And every wight hire joye and fcfte maketh 8985 
Til (he hrtfch caught agen hire contenance. 
"Walter hire doth fo faithfully plefence. 
That it was deintee for to fcen tfhe chcre 
£ctwi» hem two fin they ben met in fere. 

Thife ladies, whan that they hir time fey, 8990 
Han taken hire, and into chambre gon, 
Afld (Iripen hire out of hire rude arrey. 
And in a clolh of gold that brighte (hone, 
With a coroune of many a riche ftone 
Upon hire hed, they into hall hire broughte, ^995 
And ther (he was honoured as hire ought. 

Thus hath this pitous day a blisful end, 
For every ma-n and woman doth hi« might 
This day in mirth and revel te diipexul 
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I'il on the welkin (hone the fterres brig^ht ; 9000 
For more iolempne in every maunes fight 
This fefbe wai> and greter of codage, 
Than was the revel of hire mariage. 

Ful nuny a yere in high profperitee 
Liven thife two in concord and in reft, 9005* 

And richely hig doughter maried he 
Unto a lord, on of the worthieft 
Of ail Itaille, and than in ]>eeii and reft 
His wives fader in his court he kepeth 
Til that the foole out of his body crepeth« 901O' 

His fone fuccedeth in his heritage. 
In reft and pees, after his fadres day, , 
And fortunat was eke in manage, 
Al put he not his wif in gret aftay : 
This world is not fo ftrong, it is no nay, 9015 

As it hath ben in olde times yore, 
And herkneth what this audour faith thcrfore. 
, This ftory is faid, not for that wives ihuld 
Folwe Griiilde as in humilitee, 
For it were importable tho they wold, 9020 

But for that every wight in his degree 
Shulde be conftant in advcrfitee 
As was Grifilde, therfore Petrark writeth 
This ilorie, which with high ftile he enditeth. 

For lith a woman was fo patient 9^^^ 

Unto a mortal man, wel more we ought 
lleceiven all in gree that God ui fent.- 
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For gret (kill it he preve that he wroujrht; 

But he ne tempteth no nijui that he bought, 

As faith Seint Jame, if ye his piftell rede ; 9030 

He preveth folk al day, it is no drede ; 

And fuffreth us, as for our exercife, 
With (harpe fcourges of adverfitee 
Ful often CO be bete in fondry wife, 
Not for to know our will, for certes he 9035 

Or we were borne knew all our freeleteej 
And for our beA is all his governance ; 
JLet us than live io vertuous fuffrance. 

But o word. Lordings, herkneth or I go : 
tt were ful hard to linden now adayes 9c 40 

In all a toun Grifildes three or two ; 
For if that they were put to fwiche alTayes 
The gold of hem hath now fo bad alayes 
With bras, that though the eoine be faire at eye 
It wolde rather brad atwo than plie. 9045 

. For which here, for the Wives love of Bathe, 
Whos hf and al hire fede God maintene 
In high njaiflric, and elles were it fcathe, 
I wol with lufty htrte fresflie and grene 
Say you a fong to giaden you I wene, 9^5® 

And let us flint of erneftful matere. 
Herkneth my fong, that faith in this manere : 

Grifilde isdcd, and eke hire patience. 
And both at ones buried in Itaille, 
For which 1 crie in open audience, 9^55 
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No wedded man fo hardy be to alTaiile 
His wives patience, in truft to imd 
Grifildet, for in certain he ihal faille. 

O noble wives! ful of high prudence. 
Let non humilltec your touges naile, 
Ne !cL no clerk have caufe or diligence 
To write of you a ilorie of fwiche mervaille 
A«t «f Grifildis, patient and kinde, 
Left Chichevache ycu fwalwe in hire entraiUe. 
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Fnlweth £cco, that holdcth no filence, 
But ever anfwereth at the countreuiile : 
Beth not bedaffed for your innocence, 
Uut fiiarply taketh on you the governaille: 
Emprenteth wcI this leiTon in your minde 
For comun profit, fith it may availle. 

Ye archcwives! (londeth ay at defence, 

Sin ye be flron^ as is a gret camaille, 

Ke fuffrcth not that men do you offence. 

^. 9064. Ufi Cbkhevacbt^ Thiii excelletit reading \% reft 
upon the authority of the bed mir. tiiftcad ofrhe conunon 
Cbe.biface. The allunon i» tothc-Tuhjed of an old ballad, v 
}s ftill prcferved in mf. Hjid. iii;*i, fi»I. iTO, b. It i» a ki 
pa]re4nt, in which two beafts are introduced called i^ 
and Cbicbcvj. he. 'V\\t firft is fuppofcd to tccd up«)n t»b 
hiUbandn. and tlie other u(H)n ;>atient wives ; and the h 
of the piece coni'.ltH in reprcfcnting Bycorne a« pamper 
afupernuity of tood, and Chichevache as halt ft.uveiL 
Stowe*s CataIo};uc of Lydgate's works, at the end of' 
edit, of Chauccr^thcreisoue entitled **Of two monflroi 
•• Byarne antl Cbld\'/jcbi.'^ It is not improbable tliat 
tranllated the ballad now extant from fomc older Frei 
tu which Chaucer al!udes. The name ofCLicbi'vacb: 
a/Mca pare A . 
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KnA fcleodre wives, feble as io bataille, 

Beth egre as is a tigre yond in lode ; 9075 

A.J cUppeth as a nruU 1 you cooofaille. 

Ne drede hem not, doth hem no reverence. 
For though thin hnfbond armed be in maillo 
rhe arwes of thy crabbed eloqacnce 
3hz\ perce his bred and eke his avcntaiUe ! 9080 
In jaloufie I rede eke thoa him binde, 
And thoo (halt make him couche as doth a quaillc. 

If thoQ be faire, ther folk ben in prcfcnce 

Shew thou thy vifage and thin apamilic; 

If thoa be foule be free of thy difpence ; 9085 

To get thee frendes ay do thy travaille : 

Be ay of chcre as light as lefe on linde, 

And let him care, and wepc, and wringe, and waille. 

■^. 9080. ov&ntaiBe] The forepart of the armour. Si. He de- 
duces it from avant. But •ventaiUie was the ctraimon name fur 
that aperture in a clofe helmet through which the wearer was 
to breathe, X_tficot. in v.] fo that perhaps avcntalllc meant orl- 
gfaulty an helmet witlifuch an aperture; un beairmf a •ventaitlc. 
%. 9088. and Vfringe^ and ivaUle] Befidc the mff. C. 1. Jljk, 
1, a, and nthers, we have the authority of both Caxton*seditt. 
forconcIudlnf^TlieClerkesl'ale in x\\\% manner. I fay nothing 
of the two editt. by Pynft.n, as they are mere copies of Cax- 
ton*i fecond : but I muil not conceal a drcumftancc whicli 
fcems to cimtradict the fuppofition that The Aflarcliant's Pro- 
logue fiollowed immediately. In thofcfame mflf. the following 
taitua is intcrpofcd ; 

'fills worthy Clerk, whan ended was bis Tate, 

Oure Iloftc faidc and fworc by coc;:e« boncSf 

Me were lever than a barrel uf ale 

My wif at home had herd this legend ones : 

ThU ii a senill Talc for the nonet, 

Aa to my ptirpoa, miiie >e Diy willc; 

But tbicg that wul aut be let it be iiitlc. 

rehatllJ. N 
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a long and a large difference 

rifildesgrete patience 9IC0 

f wife the paffing crneltee. 

bounden, all fo mpte I the, 

rver eft comen in the fnare. 

^ Aien lire in for we and caret 

ho fo wol, and he fhal finde 9x05 

foth, by Scint Thomas of Inde, 

more part, f fay not alle; 

: that it (hnlde fo befalle. 

[ Sire Hoile, I have ywedded be 

lethes two, and more not parde ; 911^ 

trowc that he that all his lif 

h b^n, though that men wolde him rife 

:rte, ne coude in no manere 

nuch forwe as I you here 

a 9f my wives curfedneffe. 91^5 

3d our Hofte, Marchant, fo Godyou blcfie^ 

lochel knowen of that art 

f I pf ay you tell us part. 

quod he, but of min owen fore, 

srte I tellen may no more. 9120 

E MARCHANTES TALE. 

ther was dwelling in Lumbardie 
knight, that bom was at Pavic, 

7nus Talel Old January marrieth young May, an4 
lal match recciveth a foul reward. Vrry» 

Nij 



148 TBI MAKCIANTIS TAXB.* 

In which he lived in gretprofpeiitce; • 

And iixty yere a wiflcs man was he. 

And foiwed ay bis bodily delit - -9I15 

On women ther as was hia appetit. 

As don thife fooies that ben fecolere. 

And whan that he wan palled fixty yere, 

Were it for holinefle or for dotage 

I cannot fain, but fwiche a gret corage 9^3^ 

Hadde this knight to ben a wedded man. 

That day and night he doth all that he can 

To efpieu wher that he might wedded be, 

Pra^^ng our Lord to gran ten him that he 

Mighte ones knowen of that blisful lif 9135 

That is betwix an hufbond and his wif, 

And for to live under that holy bond 

With which God firfle man and woman bond. 

Kon other lif ((aid he) is worth a bene ; 

For wedlok is fo efy and fo dene 9 14^ 

I'hat in this world it is a paradife. 

Thus faith this olde knight that was fo wife. 

And certainly, as foth as God is king, 
To take a wif it. is a glorious thing, 
And namely whan a man is old and hore, 9T4i 

Than is a wif the fruit of histrefore ; 
Than fhuld hh take a yong wif and a faire, 
On which he might engeiidrcn him an heire. 
And Icdc his lif in joye and in foUs, 
Wheras thife bachelers iingen alas I 9 1^0 



Til B1AKCBANTI8 TALI. I49 

Whan that they finde any adveriitee 

Id love, which n'is but childiih vanitee. 

And trewely it fit wel to be fo 

That bachelers have often peine and wo : 

On brotel groand they bilde, and brotelnefie 9 155 

They finden whan they wenen fikernefie : 

They live but as a bird or as a beile, 

In libertee and under non aretle, 

Ther as a wedded man in his eftat 

Liveth a lif blisful and ordlnat, 91 60 

Under the yoke of mariage ybound ; 

Wel may his herte in joye and blifle abound : 

For who can be fo buxom as a wif ? 

Who is fo trewe and eke fo ententif 

To-kepe him, fike and hole, as is his make ? 9165 

For wele or wo Ihe n'ill him not forfake ; . 

She n*is not wery him to love and ferve 

Though that he lie bedrede til that he fterve. 

And yet fom clerkes fain it is not fo, 
Of which he Theophrail is on of tho. 9 1 7^ 

What force though Thcophraft lift for to lie ? 

Ne take no wif, quod he, for hulbondrie, 

^. 9171. Ifi take no ivi/2 Wliat follows, to ver. 9180 incl. i» 
taken from tlic Liber aureolus Theopbrajli de nu/>tiis, ast quoted 
by Hieronymus contra yoxnnianum^ and from thence by John 
of Salifbury, Polycrat. 1. viii. c. xi. j ** Quod fi propter dlfpen- 
" fiitionem domus, et languoris folatla, et fugam folitudinis, 
•< ducuntur uxores, multo melius dfpenfat fervus fidelis, \:fc, 
" Affiderc autfcm acgrotaAti magin poffunt amici ct vernuix 

Nilj 
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As for to fpare in houihoiil thy dil pence : * 

A trewe fer vant doth more diligence 

Thy good to kepe than doth thin owen wif, 9175 

For (he wol claimen half part al hire lif. 

And if that thou be iike, fo God me fave. 

Thy veray frendes or a trewe knave 

Wol kepe thee bet than ihe, that waiteth ay 

After thy good, and hath don many a day. 9180' 

This fentence, and an hundred thinges werfe, 
Writeth this man, ther God his bones curfe. 
But take no kepe of al fwiche vanitee; 
BeBcth Theophraft, and herkeneth me. 

** bcncfictis obligati quam ilia, qux nobis imputet lacrymat 
•' luas," Iffc. 

-t . >) I ^o- inany a day} After this verre, in the common editt. 
are thell two ; 

And if thou ttke to thee a wife untrew 

Full oftentime it fiiall thee fore rew. 
In mff. A. C. and B. a. thty itaiid thus — 

And if Ihnu lake a wif te wel y«-ar 

Of un I^f^' whicbe I declare ne 4ar. 
thing 

In mff. C. I, H.I. D. thus 

And if thou t»'i.e a wif uf heye lyaagc 

bhe flial be hauteya and of gret coftase. 

In mf. B. «r. thus 

And if thou take a wif in thin ape olde 

Ful lightly may It thou be a coLewolJ. 
In mir. Ajk. ijX^R.M.B.Q. N. c and both Caxton's editt. ther 
arc entirely oaiittcd, and fo I believe tlicy Ihould be. If any 
one pf iliofc couplets (hould be allowed to be from the hand 
of Chaucer, it can only be confidered as the opening uF a new 
arj^mcpt, which the Author for fomc rcafon or other Imme- 
diately abandoned, and confequencly would have cancelled if 
he had lived to publllh his Work. 
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A wif is Goddet yef te Teraily ; 9 1 ^5 

All other nuiaer yeftet hardely, 
A< lopdes, rentes, paftmre, or commime. 
Or mebles, all beo yeftes of Fortune, 
That pafien as a fliadow on the wall : 
But dredethou not if plainly fpeke I (kal; 9190 
A wlf wol laft and in thin hons endore 
Wcl lengerthan thee Hft paraventure. 

Mariage is a fol gret (acrament ; 
He which that hath no wif i hold him fhent; 
He Hvech helples and all defolat : 9*95 

(I fpekc of folk in fecnler eflat) 
And herkneth why, I fay not this for nought. 
That woman is for mannes heipe ywrought : 
The highe God, whan he had Adam maked, 
And faw him al alone belly naked, 92CO 

God of his grete goodneffe faide than, 
JLf t us now make an helpe unto this man 
Like to himfelf, and than he made him Eve. 

Here may ye fee, and hereby niay ye preve, 
That a wif is mannes helpe and his comfort, 9205 
His paradis terreftre, and his difport : 
So buxom and fo vertuons is ihe, 
They moilen nedes live in unitee : 
O fleih they ben, and o flefh, as I ^eSe, 
Hath buc on herte in wele and in diflrefle. 92x0 
, A wif f a! Seinte Marie, benedicite ! 
|low might a man have any adyerlite 
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h a wif ? ceitet I cannot feye. 
e the which that is betwix hem tweye 
y no tonge telle or herte thinke. pal/ 

>oure fhe helpeth him to fwinke; 
th his gt)6d, and wafteth never a dol; 
(lire hulbonfd doth hire likech wel: 
not oneB Nay whan he faith Ye: 
faith he; Al redy. Sice, faith ihe. 9x20 
lul or die, o wedlok precious! 
fo xhery and eke fo vertaous, 
ommendcd and approved eke,, 
ry man that holt him worth a kke 
i bare knees outrht all his lif • 9215 

I his God that him hath fent a wif, 
3ray to God him for to fend 
lad unto his lives end ; 
his lif is fet in fikernefle, 
not be deceived, as 1 geife, 923O 

e werche after his wives rede ; 
y he boldly beren up his hede^ 
1 fo trewe, and therwithalfo wife ; 
h, if thou wilt werchcn as the wife, 
f fo as women wol thee rede. 9^35 

^ that Jacob, as thifc clerkes rede, 
confeil of his mother Rebckke 
he kiddes ftin about his nekkc, 

L9 bow that yacohl The ftt^e inftancet are quotel 
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He foOrcth it, and therfore bid 1 thcc 

Cherlfli thy wif, or thou fhalr never the 

Hufbond and wif, what fo men jape or pby. 

Of worldly.folkholdcn thefikfrway : 

They ben fo knit ther may non harm betide, 9165 

And namely upon the wives fide. 

For wliich this January, of whom I toldy 
Confukred hath within his dayes old 
The lufty lif, the vertuous quiete, 
That is in mariage honcy-fwete, 9^7^ 

And for hi<i frendc» on a day he fent 
To tellen hem th* cfFeA of his entcnt. 

With face fad his tale he hath hem told : 

He fayde, Frendes, I am hore and old, 

And almoft (God wot) on my pittcs brinkc, 9*75 

Upon my foule fomwhat mod I thinke. 

I have my body folily difpcnded, 

BlciTed be God that it fhal ben amended ! 

For I wol ben certain a wedded man. 

And chat anon in all the haft I can. 9180 

Unto fom maiden, faire and tendre of age, 

I pray you fhapeth for my mariage 

All fodenly, for I wol not abide ; 

And I wol fonde to cfpien on my fide 

To whom I may be wedded hailily. 91^5 

But for as moche as ye ben more than 1 

t.i;niy wronj;. I have printed, from conjcdurc only — Irvetbou 
tbyrvif. £ut upon reconfldering the pafiagc I tJiink it rtiAy be 
brou}>!tt nill nearer to the apoftle'r doctrine by writing — ^'Hiou 
lovcit thyfcii //'thou lovctt thy wif. 



Telbullenritherlwichc RthiDgdpin 
Tfaao I, dnd wher me bcAe were to allien. 

But o thing wwn I you, my frendet dere, 
] wol non old wif hiD in no manere ; 919° 

She ftia] not piITen twenty yere certain ! 
DU filb and yotigc flclh wold 1 Hbtc fiin. 
Bet 19 (quod ht) » pike thsn « pikerel. 
And bci thta old beef iiti:e ttndre *eel. 

I wol no woman thirty ytre of age; 9*9J 

II ii but buieftraw aod grel forage. 
Atideke thiicoldc widewe>(Gadit wotc) 
They canixa fo much craft on WaJes boie. 
So mochel brokcp haim whan lh« hem left. 

That with hem fliold i never live in reA. 930O 

For fondly fcolei maken lubtil deckel ; 
Woman of muiy feotsi half a ckrk it. 
Bui certainly a yODg thing men may gie. 
Right If men may warm wai with huidet pile ] 
^. (iijia. mill fevj upon thli Mr. tpeght reinatki u M- 



It U there put ptawrbiilly fui 
■liufion in Ills prel^t pilTice 
pUiiwd without amMepirtlc 
Hun w( BK nov lilwty ever 1 
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i all that a man belongeth to : 
: myfelvcD bcft what 1 may do. 
ugh I be hoor I fare as doth a tre 9335 

t blofmcth er the fruit y woxcn be ; 
; hlofmy tre n'ift neither drie ne ded : 
.ele me no wher hoor but on my hed : 
Min herte and ail my limmes ben as grene 
As laurer thurgh the yere is for to feiie. 93 4^ 

And iin that ye ban herd all min entent 
I pray you to my will ye wolde aflent. 

Diverfe men diverfelyhim told 
Of mariage many enfamplek old; 
Som blamed it, I'om pi-aifed it certain : 9345 

Bat atte lafle, ihortly for to fain, 
(As all day falleth altercation 
Betwixen frendesin difputifon) 
Ther fell a ilrif betwix his brethren two, 
Of which that on was cleped PUcebo, 9350 

Juftinus fothly called was that other. 
Placebo fayd, O January ! brother, 
Ful litel ncde han ye, my lord fo dere, 
Confeil to aike of any that is here, 
But that ye ben fo ful of fapience 9^55 

That you ne liketh for your high prudence 

^. 914S. dijputi/on)'] Difputation J fever. 1 1 102,15144. Sec 
GvwertConf.Amant. fol 15 b. ; 

In great dtjputtjon thqf were, 
and fol. I $0, b. 151, b. 

FiduBU III. O 
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To welven fru the word of SalomoD; 
' Diis word fayd he unto us e verich on, 
Werke alle thing by confeil, thus fayd he. 
And than ne (halt thou not repentcn thee. 93^0 
But though that Salomon (^kc fwiche a word, 
Alin owcn dtre brother and my lord, 
>So wifly God my foule bringe at reft, 
1 hold your owen confcil is the beft. 

For, brother min, take of me this motif, 93^5 
I hdve now ben a court-man all my lif. 
And God it wot, though I unworthy be, 
I have ilonden in ful grct degree 
Abouten lordes of ful high eflat. 
Yet had I never with non of hem debat ; 93 7^ 

T never hem cootraried trewely. 
I wot wel that my lord can more than I ; 
What that he faith I holde it firme and ftable; 
I fay the fame, or elles thing femblable. 
A ful gret fool is any confeillour, 93 ; 

Thatferveth any lord of high honour. 
That dare prcfumc, or ones thinkcn it. 
That his confcil fhuM paiTe his lordes wit : 
Nay, lordes be no foolcs by my fay. 
Ye ban yourfelven flicvved here to-day 5 

So high fentence, fo holiiy, and wcl, 
That I confenr, and confirme every del 
Your wordes al), and your opinioun. 
By God ther n'is no ^lan in all this toun, 
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coud bet hao yfayd : 93 Sj 

I of this confeil wel appaid. 

it w an hig:h corage 

hat ilopen is in ag^e 

ing wif : by my fader kin 

}ng«th on a joly pin . 9390 

in this matere right as yon left, 

lold it for the beft. 

lat ay ilille fat and herd, 

wife he to Placebo anfwerd : 

r min, be patient 1 pray, 9395 

d, and herkneth what I fay. 

>ng his other wordes wife, 

lan ought him right wel avife 

yeveth his lond or his catel : 

dit avifen me right wel 94CO 

eve my good away fro me, 

tight tvifen me, parde, 

sve roy body ; for alway 

trel it is no chiides play 

without avifement. 94^5 

jueren (th?** is min aiTent) 

:*. wife :»ncl fobre or dronkelewe, 

:llefl other waiss a fhrew, 

r a waftour of thy good, 

ure, or elles a man is wood : 94 to 

liejler"] 80 n>- /f. Sec the note on ver. 2019. 
in is wood\ In mC A. mannijbcwcd j in C. i , 

Oij 



36o 



Tfl t -M^OifimAwrm raAB. 



Al be it fo that oojqwo^ndeii ihU 
Hon ID this worU tha trotteth Jbol ia tl» 
Ne man fie bdU, fwiche M meii ouft devifiB» 
Bat nathelet it ought ^Enmigh faftoe 
With any wif, Ufa were that flie hid 
Mo goode thewek ^Ihw Ill's vicei hwi X 
And all this mzeth IfiifiBr to eoqticMi; 
For God it wot I have wrpc many a ten 
Ful prively fin that I had a wit 
PraUe who ib w«la wedded maMice lif. 
Certain I find in $1 hot <oll and caie. 
And obfervaiKe* 9^ aUe blifles bare ; 
And yet, God wot, my ncighehonrs ahnate. 
And namely of women many a ra«te» . 
Sain that Ihxwp the mode fiedc£aft wif. 
And eke the mekeft on, that bereth lif : 
fiut I wot bcft. vher wringeth me my Ami. 
Yc may for me ri^ asyou likccJidDi» 
Avifeth yon, ye ben# man. of age,. 
How that ye cntMD into mariage» 
And namely with « yong wif and a Cure. 
By him that made wMcr, fire, erthe* and aiM^ 
The yongeft man that ift in all thit route 
Is befy ynow to hringen it aboute 
To ban his wif alone, tniiketh me s 
Ye fliul not pk&n hife fully yeiet thfee. 
This is to fain, to dm hire ful plelanc^ : 
A wif aicth Ibl many an ohfisrvMce. 
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1 pray you that ye be not evil appaid. 

Wei, quod this January, and hail thou faide f 9440 
Straw for Senck, and ftraw for thy proverbes ; 
I founte not a panier ful of herbes 
Of fcole termes : wifer men than thou, 
As thou hail herd, alTented here right now 
To my purpos. Placebo, what faye ye ? 94 45 

I fay it is a curfed man, quod he. 
That letteth matrimoinc fikeriy. 
And with that word they rifen fodenly. 
And ben alTented fully that he fholde 
fie wedded whan him lift and, wher he wolde. 9450 

High fantafie and curious befineile 
Fro day to day gan in the foule empreffe 
Of January about his mariage : « 

Many a faire (hap and many a fatre vifage 
Ther pafleth thurgh his hcrte night by nighf. 9455 
As who fo toke a mirrour poliihed bright. 
And fet it in a comune market place. 
Then fhuld he fee many a figure pace 
By his mirrour, and in the fame wife 
Gan January in with his thought devife 9460 

Of maidens which that dwelten him befide ; 
He wide not wher that he might abide; 
For if that on have beautee in hire face, 
Another ftont fo in the pcples grace. 
For hire fudnefle and hire benignitee, 94^5 

That of the-peple the greteft vois hath ftie ; 

Oiij 
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947< 



And fom were riche and haddco a bad ntme; 
But natheles, betwix enieft and game. 
He at the laft appointed hun on on, 
And let all other from his herte gon. 
And chees hire of his oweu au&oritee. 
For love is blind all day and may not fee. 
And whan that he was in his bed ybrought 
He purtreied in his herce and in his thought 
Hire freihe beautee and hire age tendrc, 
Hire middel fmal, hire armes long and fclendre. 
Hire wife governance, hire gentillefle, 
Hire womanly bering, and hire iadnefie. 

And whan that he on hire was condefcended 
Him thought his chois it might not ben amended; 



947 



For whan that he hinifelf concluded had 
Him thought eche other mannes wit fo bad 
That impofllble it were to replie 
Again his Chois : this was his fantafie. 

His frendcs fent he to, at his infiance. 
And praied hem to don him that plefance 
That\hafUly they wolden to him come ; 
He wolde abregge hir labour all and fome : 
Neded no more to hem to go ne ride. 
He was appointed ther he wolde abide. 

Placebo came, and eke his frendes fonc, 
And alderfirft he bade hem all a bone. 
That non of hem non argumentes make 
Again the purpos that he hath yuke \ 



948 
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Which purpos waft plefaiit to God (faid he) 9495 
And veray ground of his profperitce. 

He faid ther was a maiden in the toun 
Which that of beautee hadde gret renoon, 
Al were it fo (he were of final degree ; 
Sufficeth him hire youth and hire beautee ; 9500 
Which maid (he faid) he wold han to his wif, 
To lede in efe and holincife hix life; 
And thanked God chat he might han hire all, 
That no wight with his blifle parcen fhall; 
And praied hem to labour in this nede, 93 05 

And ibapen that he faille not to fpede : 
For than, he fayd, his fpiric was at efe ; 
Than is (quod he) nothing may me difplefe. 
Save o thing pricketh in my confcience, 
The which I wol reherfe in your prefence. 95 10 

I have (quod he) herd faid ful yore ago 
Ther may no man han parfite bliffes two. 
This is to fay, in erthe and eke in heven ; 
For though he kepe him fro the iinues feven, 
And eke from every branch of thilke tree, ^S ^S 
Yet is ther fo par6t felicicee, 
And fo gret efe and lull, in mariage, 
I'hat ever 1 am agad, now in min age, 
That I ihal leden now fo mery a lif, 
So delicat, wichouten wo or fir if , 95 20 

That I flial han min heven in erthe here ; 
JpQT fin that veray heven is bought fo dere» 
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Wiib (ribul«ioD and gret penance. 

How Oiuld 1 ihan, living in fwiche plcfuce 

As alle wedded ni<n don with hir wive*, gjs 

Come 10 the blilTe iher Crill ctcrne on live i« > 

Thin is mydrcde, and ye, my brethren tweie, 

AlJoileth QIC ihin quedion I preie, 

JulIinDt, which that hated hii folic, 
Anfwerd »non right in hi« japerie, pjj 

And for lie wold bit limp: tale abrcfe 
He wolde non wft^'riivi: Mcge, 
Bat byde, Sirejo ihcr be non ebflide 
Other than thin, God of hi> bie miiacle. 
And of hit mercy, may fo for you weiibe, Jji 
That er ye b*ve your rl|-hia of holy cherche 
Ye may repeal of wadded muinea tif, 
In which ye fain ther i«no wo ne ftrif ; 
And dies God forhtde but if he fcnt 
A wedded manhii^sce bim to repent 1^4 

Wcl often, rather than a Tingle man : 
And tbfrfore. Sire, the beft rede that 1 can, 
Defpeirc you not, but baveth in mcmorie 
I'ltaicntute (he may be yoor Purgatnrici 
Rht may be Gadilea tnene and Coddea whippe, 9J4 
'Ihan Ibat your foule up iinio heven fkippc 
Swifter than doih an arow of a bow. 
I hope to God hereafter ye Aiat know 
That ther n'is non fogrct felicilce 
lit mariagc, nc neiicr more Riall be, 9j] 
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That you {hd,\ let of your fal vation, . 

So tkat ye ufe, as ikUl is and refon, 

Jlie luiles of yoiir wif actcniprely^ 

And that yc plefe hire nat to amoroufly. 

And that ye kept you eke from other iinne. 9555 

My Tale is don, for my wit is but thinne. 

3etb not agaft hereof, my brother dcrc, 

But let us wadea out of this matere. 

The Wif of Bathe, if ye han underilond. 

Of roariage, which ye now han in bond, 95 Co 

Declared hath ful wel in litel fpace. 

Fareth now yrel,.God have you in his grace ! 

And with this word this Juftine and his brother 
Han take hir. leve, and eche of hem of other. 
And whan they iaw that it muil nedes be, 93 6$ 
They wroughtcn fo by ileighte and wife tretee 
That file thi^ maiden, which that Mains hight, 
As haftily ^ ever thatihe might, 
Shal wedded be unto this January. ' 
I trow it wer^ to longe you to tary 95 70 

If I you told of every fcript and bond 
By which that (he was feoifed in his lond, . 
Or for to rekken of hire rich array. 
But, finally, yeomen is the day 
That to the chirche bothe ben they went 95 75 

for to receive the holy facrament. 
Forth Cometh the preeft, with ftole about his nekke. 
And bade hire be like Sara and Rebekke 
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In wifdome aod io trouthe of maria^; 

And fayd his or ifons, as is ufage, 9^ 8o 

And crouched hem, and bade God ihuld hem blefle, 

And made a|i filter ynow with holine^Gs. 

Thus ben they wedded withfolempnitee; 

And at the feile fitteth he and Ibe, 

With other wocthy folk, upon the dels. 95 85 

Al ful of joy e and bliflc is the paleis. 

And ful of inftruments, and of vitaille 

"i he mode deinteous of ail Itailie. 

Beforn hem ftood fwiche inftruments of foun 

That Orpheus, ne of Thebes Amphion, 959© 

Ne maden never fwiche a melodie : 

At every conrs in came londe minftralcie, 

Tliat never Joab tromped for to here, 

Ne he Theodcmas yet half fo ciere 

At Thebes whan the citee was in doute. 9595 

BacchiiH the win hem Ikinketh aH abonte, 

And Venus hugheth upon every wight, 

( Por January was become hire knight. 

And wolde both aflaien his corage 

In libertee and eke in mariage) 9600 

if. !;594. AV be Thfoffomas'] This pcrfcn is mentioned again 
as a famuus truin(:crcr in the H. of F, iii. I5(>, but upon what 
auti'.ority 1 really do not Icnow. I Ihould fufpcft that our Au- 
thor met with h»m and the anecdote alluded to In Tome ro- 
TMaiitick hiftory ot' Thebes. — He is prefixed to proper names 
cmpliat'cally, according to the Saxon ufage. See before, vcr, 
0241, />m/ lloloicrncs ; vcr. 9247, (//mMardochcei andbclow^ 
VLf. 7fioS; 

< u i.i- . Philolngie and bitn Mercuric. 
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And With hire firebrand in hire hond ahonte 

Danceth before the bride and all the i^oute. 

And certainly I dare right wel fay this, 

Ymeneus, that god of Wedding is, 

Saw never his lif So mery a wedded man. 9605 

Hold thou thy pees, thou poet Marcian, 
That writeft us that ilke wedding mery 
Of hire Pbtlologie and him Mercurie, 
And of the fonges that the Mufes fonge ; 
To fmal is both thy pen and eke thy touge 96 1» 
For to defcriven of this mariage. 
Whan tendre Youth hath wedded flouping Age 
Ther is fwiche mirth that it may not be writcn : 
AfTdieth it yourfelf, than may ye witen 
If that I lie or noo in this matere. 96 rj 

Maius, that fit with fo benigne a chere. 
Hire to behold it femed Faerie. 
Quene Hefier loked never with fwiche an eye 
On AiTuere, fo meke a look hath ihe. 
T may you not devife all hire beautee; 9620 

But this moch of hire beautee tell I may. 
That ihe was, like the brighte morwe of May, 
Fulfilled of all beautee and plcfance. 

This January is ravifhed in a trance 
At every time he loketh in hire face ; 9625 

But in his herte he gan hire to manace 
That he that night in armes wold hire ftreine 
Harder than ever Parle did Heleine. 



flut ostficlei yei had he Bret pitcc 
I'hst ihilkc Digbt Dfirndcp hire mull he. 
And thi:ugtit, slit! o Ccndn crfiiiure! 
Man- WDlde God JC lni|;hlCD v.'cl endun 
AUmy i:0Tigc;tt iifolhargic mdkcDC 



ayelh 



at rafiea 



fiul God fnrbedc that I did all my might ! 
Now woJdc God that it were vxieo ni^ht, 
.'Ind thM the night nold laden cTtr mo ! 
1 H'old that ill this p^le wtre ago I 
And, finsllf , tie doth all hii labour. 
As he heft mightc. Taving hit honour, 
To hcfle hetn fro the mete in fub.U wife. 



The I 



ic thai ri'fon 



And ificr that men daniv and drinken fiA, 

And [pica all about the hout thty rafl. 

And ful of joye and hliffe i< cvrry min, jB 

Allbut a fquiertbat hi^htc Damian, 

Vhich cacf herorn tlie knif;ht ful many i day ! 

He vat fo ravilbt on his l.ady May, 

Thai fur the icny peine he wan oic wond ; 

Almoft he fwelt, ar.d fwounrd rher he iiood ; 9< 

So furu hath Vtntu hurt him with hire brand 

Aiiliat Chi. bare it dancing in hire bond; 
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Aod to his bed he went him haftily ; 

No more of him«s at this time fpeke f. 

But ther I let him wepe ynow and plaioe 9655 

Til frefhe May wol rewen on his peine. 

O perilous fire that in the bedftraw hredeth ! 
O famuler fo that his fenrice bedeth ! 
O fervant traitour, falfe of holy hewe, 
Like to the nedder in bofom flie untrewe, 9660 
God (helde us alle from your acquaintance ! 
O January ! dronken in plefance 
Of mariage, fee how thy Damian, 
Thin owen fquier and thy boren man, 
'Entendeth for to do thee vilanie > 9^^5 

God grante thee thin homly fo to efpie, 
For in this world n'is werfe peililence 
Than homly fo all day in thy prefence. 

Parformed hath the fonne his arke diume, 
No longer may the body of him fojourne 9670 

On the orifont, as in that latitude ; 
Night, with his mantel that i:i derke and rude, 
Gan overfprede the hemifpcrlc aboutc. 
For which departed is this lufly route 

♦. 9658. bis /(nice hedetbj Profferethj fo this word Is ex- 
plained In another p.affage, ver. KS533; 
Lo how this thefe coudc bisfervice bede 1 
Ful fotb it ia thit /-wUbe f>rofere/t fnvice 
Stinkctb, u witoelfen tbife olde wife. 

Sceairover. 8236. 

t' o6s9' falfe of bofy bnve] I have added o/from conjecture. 
See below, ver. 11355, undci he we o/holinefie. 

FolumcllL P 
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Fro January, wit^ tbaok on every fide. 967 J 

Home to hir hpufci Ipftily they rid^, 
Ther as they 4oD hir thinges a» hem le^, 
And whan they faw hir time gon to rc0. 

Sone liter that tfaii hadif Ja; luary 
Wol go to bed, he wol no longer tary. 9680 

He drinketh Ippcrat, clarre, and Vurnsyge, 
Of fpices hqt, to encrefen his corage ; 
^nd many a letifjirie hi^d be ful i^qe, 
Swiche as the curfed monk Dan Conftajpituie 
Hath written in his book Dg Coitu; 9^^S 

To ete hem all be wolde nothing efchue : 
And to his privee frendes thus fayd be i 

For Goddep love, as fone as it nis^y be, 

-^. p<$8i. ycrnate} klemaccia, Ital. *' Credo fic didnm (fayw 
** Skinner; quali I'cronacciat ab agro Fcronenjit in quo opti* 
** mum ex hoc gcnerc vinum crcfcit." But the rentage (\%hat- 
cvcr may have been the reaftm of its name) was probal>ly a 
\k-ine of Crete, or of the neighbouring continent, h'roiffart^ v. 
iv. c. 18} ** Dc rifle dc Candle il Icur vcnoit trcfbonncM Mai- 
•* toijies et grcnadies [r. gemacbcsl dont il« efloicnt larjje- 
** mentlervketconfortex.'* Our Author in another place, vcr. 
1 30CO, I, joins together the wint» of Malvefie and remade, 
Malvafia was a town upon the eatiern coaft of the Morca,ncar 
tlic fite of the ancient Epidaurus Limera,within a fhiall drftance 
ffiim Crete. 

ir'9C^^ DanCopftantine'l Dan ^'a corruption of Doiw/wm;^ 

VIM a title of huncur ufually given to monks, ai» Dom and Don 

itill are in France and Spain. See below ver. 1 3935* 

Whether flul I call you bit Lord Dan Jo!iii, 
Or Dan Thomas, •t dies Dan Albon f 

Pan Conltantioe, according to Falrk, BIN. Med. JEt. t. i. p. 

4Z3, wrote about tlic year lobo. His works, including the trca- 

ttfe mentioned in the text, we're printed at Lulil \si^t fol. 



Let voideB all this iioCis in curteis wife. 

And they han don right as he wol dcvife. 9690 

Men driflken, and the tracers drawe aAon ; 
The bride is brought a-bcd as ftill as fton ; 
And whan the bed was with the pretft yblcfled 
Out of the chahAre hath every wight him drcfltrd, 
And January Hatii faft in amies take 9695 

His frelhe May, his paradis, his make. 
He luUcth hire, he^ifleth hire ful oft ; 
With thickc briftlcs of his herd unfoft, 
JLike to the (kin of hbiindfiih, (harp as brere, 
( For he was (have at newe in his manere) 97co 

He rubbcth hire upon hire tendre face, " 
And faydc thus; Alas! I mote trefpacc 
To you my fpoufc, and you gretly offend. 
Or time coihe that I wol donn defcend : 
But nathclcs confidcreth this, (qnod he) 9705 

Ther n'is no werkman, whaifocver he be, 
Thar may both werken wcl and haftily : 
This wol be don at leifcr parfitly. 
It ii no force how longe that wc play; 
In trewe wedlock coapled be wc tway ; 97 re 

•^. 969O. yInJ they kan don"] This line ha* alfo been l^ft out 
of the Uter editt. thouirfa it is in all the beit infT. and lu edit. 
Cj. 1. To fuppiy its place the following line 

So bafted Januade it muA be Jo n 
hM been infcrtcd after vcr. 9591, and the four lines h:tvc brrn 
made l« rhyme together byadding/onrat the end of vcr.96a«; ; 
JLtt voiden all fbia hou> ia curteis witcftne. 



AndbldTcdhEtiieyobc tbal webmianc, 
Fur in our afics may thcr be no finnc 
A nun may do no Suae n'nb kit wif, 
Nc hurt himl'elvcB with hi; Dwen knif. 
For wc h*»e live to play us by iht liwe. g 

Thca labourcth he til ihat tlic day gan dawe, 
And than he CaLeth a (up in Eac claire. 
And upright in hii btd than ilitccb he. 
And after that he fang ful laud and clen, 
And IciO bit wif, and nuketh waotoii chere. ; 
He nualcolrifb, ful of n^crif , 
And ful of jrrgou ai a Scckcd pie. 
Thd flacLe ficln about hii neckc lliakeih 
■While that he fang, fo chantelh he and craketh. 
E. • liori wot what (bar May thought in hire he 
Whan fbe hiui law up Guing in hit fhtrie 9 

In hiii night cap, and with hit peckc Icne ; 
tihe praileth not hit playing worth a bene. 
Than fiyd he ihui; My rcQe wol I take, 
Kow day is come, t may nn longer reake ; 5 

And doun he liyd his bed and Qrpt lil prime. 
And afterward, whan that he faw bin time, 
Ifp tifsih January, but fr.flic Mi,y 
Held hire in chambre til the fourthe dsy. 
As ufage is of wives for the belle ; 9 

Far every labour bniti me molle ban rclte, 

♦Di 14. HI ta-J Wnslft-M] In The Pnfone. Tile « 
a cLinttarvduarlnei " Gml ii»ole a rraniBiineehlnireK 
■' hliDvcnknif.iDdnukeliimleKiliaQlic-ioiluioweiltao 
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Des loDge may he not endure ; 
is to fay, no lives creature, 
of fiih, or brid, or beft, or man. 
ow wol I fpeke of woful Damian, 9740 

: laagurerh for loTe, as ye fliul here, 
fore I fpeke to him in this manere. 
,0 fely Damian, alas! 
irer to this demand as in this cas ; 
' {halt thou t6 thy lady frefhe May 9745 

:n thy wo ? ihe wol alway fay nay ; 
f thoU fpeke (hfc *rol thy wo bewreid : 
be thin help ! I can no better fein. 
lis fike Damian in Venu« fire 
enneth that he dieth for defire, 975 o 

rhich he put his Uf in aventu^e, 
nger might he in this wife endure, 
rrivciy a penncr gfati he borwe, 
in a' kttre wrote he all his forwe, 
mere of a complaitft ftr a lay, " 9755 

his faire frtihe Lady May, 

n a purfc of filk hcngf on hi^ ftirrte 

ich it put, and layd it at his herte. 

e mone that at none was thilke ddy 

January hath wedded freihe May 9 7 60 

of Taare was into Cancer gliden, 

ighath Maius in hire chambre abiden, 

161, In ten o/Taure] The greatcft number of mlT. read 
t9, too, or to. But the time given (/dure days complete^ 
rtf?,) is not fufficicat for the moon to pafs Qrum the 24 

Fiij 



Til dave'four. or thret dayes at thelcfle, i 

YfiJCid ben, [han kt hire gn to fefle. 

Tht founhc dajr tomplete fro none to none. 

Whan ihst thdiighe meffe wa» jdooe. 

In halU fal thit Jannary and May 

As frcfb as it ihe biighie loaicn day; 

And fo befe[ how thai this i^ode man 

Rtmanhred him upon this Uimisn, 

And Taydc, Seinte Marie, hon may it be 

T^aI Damiao cDtcndeth nol id mc i 

Is he ay like.' orhnw may ihisbeiide.' i 

Hit rquicTEi, which ihal flnden ther bcGiIc, 
Excufo) him becaofe of his fikneffe. 
Which letted him to don hu bcliDclTe ; 
Non other caufc mighCc make him tary. 

That tne tnrthinkcth.qnod this January; > 
He i>a gentil Tquier by my tiooihe, 
If ihal he died it were |^et harnie and ccuthc : 
He is as wife, diftrcc, and as fccrce, 
As any man I WDU of h>> degree. 
And thcrto manly and eke ferTilable, < 

Andfortohena thrifty man right able. 



r. Then 
motion In 



motion E 



•cFlf rnougb be liii,\n foui ii\ ■, i 
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But after mete, as fone as ever I mayt 

I wol myfelfe vifite him, and eke M^y, 

To don him all the comfort that I can. 

And for that word him blefled erery man, 9790 

I'hat of his bountee and his gentiUefl*e 

He wolde fo comforten in fiknefle 

His fquier, for it was a gentil dede. 

Dame, qaod this January, take good hede 
At after mete ye with your women alle, 9791 

(Whan that ye ben in chambre out of this halle) 
That all ye gon to fee this Damian ; 
Doth him difport, he is a gentil hian. 
And telleth him that I wol him vifite. 
Have I no thing but relied me a lite : 9808 

And fpede you fafte, for f wol abide 
Til that ye flepen fade by my iide. 
And with that word he gan unto him calle 
A fquier that was marihal of his halle. 
And told him certain tliinges that he wolde. 9SC5 

rhih freihe May hath flreight hire way yholde. 
With all hire women, unto Damian : 
Duun by hi» beddes fide fit ihe than, 
C<.nifc)rting him as goodly as (he may* 

l^his Damian, whan that his time he fay, 9818 
In fecrce wife his purfe and eke his bill, 
In which that he ywritten had his will, 
Hath put into hire bond withouteo more. 
Save that he ilkcd wonder depe and fore. 
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And foftely to hire right thus fiyd he ; 981^ 

Mercie, and that ye nat difcover me. 
For I am ded if that this thinj^ be kid. 

This purfe hath (he in with hire bofome hid. 
And went hire way : ye get no more of me : 
But unto January ycome m (he, pSao 

That on his beddes fide fate ful foft. 
He taketh hire and kifleth hire ful oft, 
And layd him doun to flepe. and that aneOt 
She feined hire as that ihe mufle gon 
Thcr as ye wotc that every wight mot nede ; 9825 
And whan ihe of this bill hath taken hede 
She rent it all to cloutai at the laft, 
And in the privee fofteJy it caft. 

Who fludieth now but faire frelhc May ? 
Adoun by olde January ihe lay, 9830 

That ilepte til the cough hath him awaked. 
Anon he prayd hire ilripen hire a) naked, 
He wolde of hire, he faid, have fom plefance, 
And faid hire clothes did him encombrance. 
And (he obeieth him, be hire lefe or loth. 9835 

But left that precious folk be with me wroth. 
How that he wrought I dare nat to you tell. 
Or whedcr hire thought it paradis or hell : 
But ther I let hem werken in hir wife 
Til evefong rang, and that they muft arife. 9840 

Were it by deRinee or aventure, 
Were it by influence or by nature, 
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Or conftelUtioo, that in fwiche eflat 

The hevcn ftood at chat time fortunate 

As for to put a bill of Veoys werkes 9845 

( For alle thing hath time, as fayn thife clerkes) 

To any woman for to get hire Iove» 

I cannot fay, but grete God above. 

That knoweth that non z6t is caufeles. 

He deme of all, for I wol hold my pees. 9^50 

But foth is this, how that this frefhe May 

Hath taken fwiche impreffion that day 

Of picee on thi« (ike Damian, 

That fro hire herte ihe ne driven can 

The remembrance for to don him efc. 9^55 

Certain (thought ihe) tvhom that this thing difplefe 

I rekke not, for here I him afTure 

To love him beft of any creature, 

Though he no more hadde than his (herte. 

Lo, pitee renneth fone in gentil herte : 9860 

Here may yc feen how excellent franchife 
In women is whan they hem nurwe avife. 
Som tyruunt is, as ther ben many on, 
Thr.t hath an herte as hard as any don, 
Vhich wold han lette him flerven in the place 9865 
Wei rather than han granted him hire grace, 
And hem rejoycen in hir cruel pride. 
And rekken not to ben an homicide. 

1 his gentil May, fulfilled of pitee. 
Right of hire bond a Icttre maketh Ihe, 98 70 
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In which (he grantelh hiitt hiVc Vtlfa^ grace : 
Ther lacked noiight but only day and place 
whir that (he might onto his lull fuffide ; 
For it (hal be right as he wol devife. 

And whan fhe faw hire time Bpon a day 9^75 
To vifiten this Damian goth this May, 
And fotilly this lettrc doun (he ihk-eft 
Under his pil^c, rede it if him left. 
She taketh him by the bond, and hard him twift, ' 
So fecretly that no wiffht of it wift, 9880 

And bade him ben all hoi ; and forth (he ^eiiC 
To January whan We for hire fcnt. 

13^ rifeth Danlian the nexte morwe, 
Al pp.ffed was his fikneffc and his forwc. 
He kcmbcth him, he proiticth him and piketh, 9885 
He doth all that his lady luft and liketh ; 
And eke to Januai^ he goth as lowe 
As ever did a doggc for the bowc. 
He is fo plefant unto every man, 
( For craft is all, who fo that don it can) 989O 

That every wight is fain to fpcke him good ; 
And fully in his ladies grace he flood. 

Thus let 1 Damian about his nede. 
And in my Tale forth 1 wol procedc. 

Som clerkes holden that felicitee 9^95 

Stant in delit, and therfore certain he, 

ir. 9S88. a doggefor the Imve'} A dog ufcd in Aiooting. See 
Iwfortf, vcr. <Jp5i. 



TbunoUeJinuary, with all hii might. 

Id honed wife u loogttli to a knight, 

Sho|<e hin> to Vitea ful ddicioufly. 

His houling, hii unj, at hoDcfil^r 9 

To hi] drgree vat nttktd aa a kiii£ei. 

Amongei other of hii haiicft tbiagn 

He had a gvdin naUed aU wiib fioD, 

Sofiyre igirdio wute 1 no whttnon; 

For oDi of doutc 1 icrailj fuppofe . 9 

That he that wrote I'bc Ronant of the Rofc 

Necoude ofil ihe beautec we] dcTiTe; 

Ne Priapu- ne njighlt not fuffile, 

Though he be god of Gardiui. for to rell 

The beautec of the gardin, anti the well, 9 

Thai flood UDiler a laurcr alway greoe : 

Fulofien time he Pluto and hii qucne 

Proferpioa and a!le hir Faerie, 

Difporten hem and mabep melodic 

About [hat well, and daiinccd, at men told. g 

rhit noble knight, thii January the old, 
Swichc deiiicee hi(th in it to walhc and pley. 
That he wol fulTrc no wigfit here the key 
Sauf he himfelf, for of ihe fnial wikct 
He bare alway of fiWer a dikel, 9 

With whlth whan that him lift he it unftelte ; 
Aod whin (hat he wold pay hiawivcidette 
In fonier fcfon rhider wold he go, 
AndMiyhiiwif, and no wight but they two; 
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And thinges which that were not don a-bedde 9915 
He in the gardin parfoarmed hem, and fpedde. 

And in this wife many a mcrj day 
Lived this January and freihe May : 
But worldly joye may not alway.endnre 
To January ne to no creature. 9930 

O foden hap, o thou Fortune unliable! 
J^ike to the fcorpion fo deceivable, 
That flatrefl with thy h'ed whan thou wolt fting; 
Thy tayl i« deth thurgh thin enveniming. 
O brotel joye ! o fwetc poyfon queinte ! 99SS 

O monAre! that fo fotilly canfl: peinte 
Thy giftes under hewe of {led&ftneiTe, 
That thou deceivtft bothe more and lefTe, 
Why haft thou January thus decciTcd, 
That haddeft him for thy ful frend received ? 9940 
And now thou haft beraft him both his eyen. 
For forwc of which defireth he to dyen. 

Alas ! this noble January free, 
An.idde his luft and his profperitee, 
Is waxen.blind, and that al fodenly. 9945 

He wcpcth and he waileth pitoufly, 
And thcrwithall the fire of jaloufie 
(Left that his wif ftiuld fall in fnm fulie) 
So briQt his herte that he wolde fain 
I'hat foiii man had both him and hire yflain ; 99 jO 
For notlier after his dcth ne in his lif 
Kc wold he that (he wore no love ne wif, . 
6 



^ " the turele twTtf ''"'*" Wat. 

*•« 'f that ie i, J I *" ""Je or eo 
f:--'"cftft. ^^"•^'''"■-e.C- 
3^J^P<'-th«oU.cr;;t.'!"°''''«^e«. ,, 
ff^fflenisthefo" „■""»" '" 

^'■--c;;rh!'''-. """ m 

^,»'« "^forever u«^ ' e""* ^r ie^,-^" '• '• ^"d 
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And privep fignes, wift he what (he mttit. 

And Ihe knew eke the 6ii of hk entent. 99^ 

O January ! what might it thee availe 
Though thou might feen as fer as fliippes faile? 
For as good is blind to deceived be 
As be deceived whan a man may fee. 
Lo ArguR, which that had an hnndred eyen, 9985 
For all that ever he coude pore or prien. 
Yet was he blent, and, God wot, fo ben mo, 
1'hat weocn wifly that it be not io. 
PafTc over is an efe; I fay no more. 

This frefbc May, of which I fpake of yore, 5^990 
Ifl warm wex hath cnprcnted the cliket 
1 hat January bare of the fmal wiket, 
By which into his gardin oft he went. 
And Daraiao, that knew all hire entent. 
The cliket contrefcted prirely : 9991 

Ther n*is no more to fay, but haftily 
Som wonder by this cliket ihal betide. 
Which ye (hul heren if ye wol abide. 

O Qoble Ovtde ! fbth fayeft thou, God wote. 

What flcigbt is it, if Lore be long and bote, locoo 

^. 998 3. For as good />3 The reading in the text is ton^toL 
Jljk. I ; ml'. A. re»ds thus ; 

Fur oi gtod it al bliiMl deceived be. 
I i]-.oitlil not dtflike 

For at good 4< al bUnd deceived l» be 
Ad be dticciced wl^an a man mar ^^^ 

V: 1 . icooo. irbatjlrght is it2 Theft lines are a Utde diifc- 
rcru.yinifT C. i, ff/t, 

Wh'i flctghtc is <t, tttugb it be lonf tad hots^ 
'Jisai Icve a'il find it OBt ia fum tatacrtt 
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That he n*ill find k oat in fom maneref 

fiy Pyramus and Thifl>e may mea lere ; 

Though theywere kept ful long and ftreit over all, 

They ben accorded, rowning thurgh a wall, 

Ther no wight coude han fbunden fwiche a ileighte. 

But now to porpos. £r that daies eighte locc 6 

Were pafifed of the month of Juil, befiil 

That January hath caught fo gret a will, 

Thurgh egging of his wif, him for to play 

In his gardin, and no wight but they tw^y, locio 

That in a morwe unto thi<( May faid he. 

Rife up, my wif, my love, my lady free! 

The turtles vois is herd, myn owen fwete ! 

The winter is gon, with all his raines wete. 

Come forth now with thin eyen columbine ; i coi 5 

Wcl fairer ben thy brcfts than ony wine. 

The gardin is enclofed all aboute ; 

Come forth, my white fpoufe, for out of doute- 

Thou haft me wounded in myn herte,o wif ! 

No fpot in thee n*as never in all thy lif. loc 7,0 

Come, forth, and let an taken our difport ; 

I chefe thee for ray wif and my comfort. 

Swiche olde lewed wordes ufed he. 
On Damian a figne made (he. 
That he fhuld go before with his clikct. icc 25 

This Damian hath opened the wiket. 
And in he (lert, and that in fwiche manere 
That no w ight might him fee ney ther yhere, 



10065 
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Bor ^eray love ; thii is withoaten Joutc : 
Now kilTc me, wif,and let us rome aboute. 

This freflic May, whan flic thifc wordes herd, 
Bcnignely to January anfwcrd, j^^^g 

But firft and forward flie began to wepe : 
} have, quod flie, a fouie for to kepe 
As wel as ye, and alfo min honour, 
And of my wif hood, thilke tendre floor 
Which that I have aflured in yonr bond. 
Whan that the preeft to you my body bond, 
Wherfore I wol aofwere in this manere. 
With ievc of yoM, myn owen lord £0 dere. 
I pray to God that never daw that day 
That I ue fterve, as foulc as woman may, 10076 

If ever I do unto my kin that fbame. 

Or elies I empeire fo my name 

That I be falfe ; and if ( do that lakke 

Do firipen me and put me in a fakke. 

And in the nexce river do me drenche : icc 75 

I am a gentii woman and no wenche. 

Why fpckc ye thus f but men ben ever untrewc. 

And women ban reprefe of you ay newe. 

Ye con non other daliance, 1 leve. 

But fpeke to us as of untruft and repreve. icc8d 
And with that word fhe faw whcr Damian 

Sat in the bufh, and coughen fhe beganj 

And with hire finger a fignc made Ihe 

ThatDamian fliuld climbe up on a tre 

Qjij 
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Whan that his wif wol don him vilanie, ' lOt$S 
Than ihal he knowen all hire harlotrie. 
Both in reprefe of hire and other mo. 

Ye, Sire, quod Proferpine, And wol ye fo? 
I^ow by my modre Ceres foule I fwere 
That I (hal yc?e hire fuffifant anfwere« IOI49 

And alle women after for hire fake. 
That thou6:h they ben in any gilt ytake 
With face bold they ihui hemfclve excufe, 
And here hem doun that wolden hem accnfe ; 
For lacke of anfwere non of us ihul dien. ICI45 

Al had ye fecn a thing with both your eyen. 
Yet ihul we fi vifage it hardely, 
And wepe, and fwere, and chidcn, fubtillyi 
That ye ihul ben as lewed as ben gees. 

What rekketh me of your audoritees ? IOI30 

I wote wcl that this Jewe, this Salomon, 

Fond of us women fooles many on : 

But though that he ne fond no good womaD, 

Ther hath yfonden many an other man 

Women ful good, and trewe and vertuous, XOI^J 

WitnciTc on hem that dweltc in Grilles hous; 

With martyrdom they prevcd hir conftance* 

1 he Romain geftes maken remembrance 

ir. 1 01 58. The Romain icjes^ He means the colledion of 
Hcrlcs called Gt'^a Romanorvm^ of which I once thought to Tay 
a few words here, in order to recommend it to a little more 
attentiuu than ir has hitherto met with from thofc who have 
written ui^on tho poetical inventions of the middle ages; but 
ds mdp.y of the (lories in that coUedlonare taken frctm atrea- 
0tt: ofPctrus Alnhonfuii Dt dcricali DiiciflinJt, (an older and 

k 
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or fktanya veraf trewe ifirif iUb. 

But Sire, ne be Adt wroth al ^ it fo^ IC160 

Though thM hie faid he fond no good wtMiiAto ; 

I pray yoa take the fenretice of th^ itiaii : 

He ment thus, that in foverain bouHtee 

N*isiion but GikS, no, noother he ne (ke. 

£y, for thtf ritny Ood that n'is but on l& 1 65 
What maJcen yc fo moche of Salomon f 
What thou|th he made a temple, Goddet hous ? 
What though he Were riche add gibrioift f 
So itiide he eke a temple of falfe froddet; 
How might he don a thing that rtiore forbode is f 
Parde as faire w ye his name emplaftre icl 7 1 

He was a lechoor abd an idolaftre, 
And in his elde he veray God forfoke ; 
And if that God ne hadde (as faith the hokt) 
Spared him fdr his fathers fake, he (holde loi 7f 
Han loft his regne rather than he Wolde. 

1 fete nat of all the yilanie 

That he of women wrote a botef flic. 

I am a woman ; nedes mofte I fpeke. 

Or fwell unto that time min herte breke : ic 1 80 

For fin he faid that we ben janglerefles. 

As ever mote I btouken hole my trefles 

I (hal nat fparcn for no curtefie 

To fp^ke him harm that ftiyth Us viUnie. 

ftin more forgotten work) I Ihall rcferve what I have to offer 
upon this rubbed till 1 come to Tlie Tale of Mclibeu$t where 
Pkrs Alpbonfi) is quoted. 



TBK MAlLCBANrKS TALC*' 

That coBde climbe : alas I alas ! (quod he) 
For I am blindc. Yc, 8ire» no force, quod (hc; 
But wold yc toucbefauf, for Goddcs fake, j 
The pcry in with your armes for to take, 
(For i^cl I wot that ye miftruflen mc) 
Than woU I diiqhen wel ynough, (quod flic) 
So I my fete might fettcu on your back. 

Certes. faid he, thcrin fhal be no lack, x( 
Might [ yott helpen with min herte blood. 
He ftoupeth doun, and on his back (he flood. 

And caught hire by a twift ; and np fhe goth. 

(Ladles, I pray you that ye he not wroth ; 

I can nat gloie ; I am a rude man:) IC 

And fod«Jily anon this Damian 

Gan pullen up the fmock, and in he throng. 
And whan that Pluto law this grete wrong 

To January he yaf again his fight, 

And made him fee as wel as ever he might ; ic 

■i^. iolz27. Gantullen] Afterthffi vcrfe the cditt. (except i 
and Pynf. i, »,) have eipht <>ther» of tlie loweft and mc 
perfluous ribaldry that can well be conceived. It would 
mere U>r« of time to argue from the hnes themfcl ves that 
were not written by Chaucer, as we have this Ihort and 
five rcafon for rejeding them, that they arc not found ii 
(me mf. of authority. They are not found in mflf. W. C. i 
1, 2. Hyl. B, C. D. G. Bod. a. C. y, ^. t. ^. C. z. T. N. C 
mff. E. H. I. '^. either the whole Taie or that part where 
might be kx)kcd for Is wanting. The only tolerable r 
which I have fccn them is F. and there they have been a 

An the margin by a later hand, pcrliaps not oider thau Caa 

Mxft edition. 



19* T«F l»A*WA»T«| 1PAfif» 

And whan he thu4 had caoght his fight 9g9Sm 
Ne waa ihcr ngwr rpan of thiQg {q faiA : 
But 09 his wif his thought was ev^ mcu 

Up to the tree ht caA hh cyeji two, 
And faw how D^mm hi» wUe h^4 drefiid- 10*35 
In fwicb^flpineFe it may not hen «z|pi:«ir(4» 
But if I woldc fpel^e vocurteifly ; 
And i^ he y^l a rorir^ sund a cry* i . 
As doth the mother whftp the chiM ihid die : 
Out ! l^elpiQ ! 9h».l harow ^ He gau to ccy ; ic»40 

(Irongj; lady Aore, vrhat doeil tKon f 
And ihe an(vfere4) Sire, what aiiefth you ? 
Have patience and refoo in your miudey 

1 have you holpen on hoth your eyen hUndfi. 

Up peril of.my foole, I ihai Mt Uen» IC*45 

As me was taught to hclpeo. with your eysa 
Was nothing better for to make you fee 
Than ftrogle with a man upon a tree : 
God wot I did it in ful good cntent. 

Strogle ! quod he ; ye, algate in it went. Z0250 
Code yeve you both on fhames deth to dien ; 

^. 10Z40. Outl be^l"} Two lines wUch Mlavi tM* In the 
common editt. are omitted for the realbns ilated In the note 
upc-.n vcr. 10x27 ; and I fhall take the Came liberty, upon ex* 
actly the (anie grounds, with four ooore which have been in- 
ferted in tliofe editt. after ver. 10x50. 

^ 10x41. OJh^onteladyJore} A» all the beft mfT. ru(>port 

this rc.idinfc I have not departed from t*. for fear jiorc Ihould 

luvc Uutit ftgnificationtiutl am nut aviratc of. ik)me mff. have 

Jlr.iTc^ mf. G, boure, edit. Ca. 2, bom bora, mtretrix, Ifiaod. 

5 
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TAB IftARCHAVTZS TALC. ZpJ 

He fwiTed |hee, I fnw k with min eycD, 
And elles be I honged by the halfe. 

Than 18, quod'ihe, my medicine al h]£t i 
For certainly if that ye mighten fee 10 155 

Ye wold not fay tbtfe wordes xinto me. 
Ye have fom gUmling, and no parfit fight. 

I fee, quod he, as wei at ever I might 
(Thankfid be God) with both min eyen two, 
And by my fdth mc thought he did thee fo. 10260 

Ye mafe, yc mafen, good Sire, quod fhe ; 
This thank have I for I have made you fee : 
Alas ! quod ihe, that ever I was fo kind. 

Now Dame, quod he, let al pafle out of mind : 
Come doun,.my lefe, and if f have miifaid 10265 

God helpe me fo as I am evil appaid : 

But by my fadres foule I wende have fein 

How that this Damian had by thee lein. 

And that thy fmock had Icin upon his brcft. 

Ve, Sire, quod flie, ye may wcne as you left: 10170 

But, Sire, a man that waketh of his flepe 

He may not fodenly wcl taken kepe 

Upon a thing, ne feen it parfitly. 

Til that he be adavved vcraily : 

Right fo a man that long hath blind ybe 10275 

He may not fodenly fo wel yfee, 

%-. ioz(5i. re mafe^ye ma/.'n} The final >i has been addiJ. 
vitkout authority, and unneccifArily. This line is very otlJly 
written in mff.yf jl. i , z ; 

Va may ya may ya quud (he. 

Volume 111, R 
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Pirft whan hit fight is newe comen ageiiH 

As he that hath a day or two yfein. 

Til that your light y&teled be a while 

l^er may ful many a fighte you begilew IcaS^ 

Beware, I pray you, for by heven King 

Pul many a man weneth to fee a thing. 

And it is all another than it femeth : 

He which that mifcoDceiveth oft mifdemeth. 

And with that wordflie lep doun fro the tree. icftSj 
This January who is glad but he ? 
He kiiTeth hire and clippeth hire ful oft. 
And on hire wombe he Ilroketh hire ful foft, 
And to his paleitt home he hath hire lad. 
Now, goode men, I pray you to be glad. 10:190 

Thus endeth here my Tale of Januaric; 
God blefle us, and his moder Seinte Marie ! 10291 

THE SQUIERES PROLOGUE. 

Bv Goddes mercy, fayde oure Hofte tho, 

I^ow fwiche a wif I preie God kepe me fro. 

1^0, fwiche ileightes and fubtilitees ^^^9S 

In women ben ; for ay as bcfy as bees 

T^. IOZ930 It has been faid in the Dfjcmrfe^ \*fc. ?. 13. that 
this new Prolopue has been prcfixecttoThcSquicresTalc up<m 
tbe authority of the bed mlT. Tliey arc a« ftillows ; A. C. i, 
j^Jk. 1, 2, HA. D. Bod. a. y. J. The cnncurrcncc of the firft 
five mflr. would alone have been more than fufficient to cut- 
weigh the authorities in favourofthe oLhcrProlcpue. Ed.tV. 2, 
(thotiph it has not this Prologue' .ipree* w ith thefc mff. in pU- 
cii.g The Squicrcs Talc a/ui The Marchantc*. 
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TBI 8<^l9ritfttS PROLOGUE. 19^ 

Ben they ut fely men for to deceive. 

And from a fothe wol they ever weive t 

By this MarchantesTale it preveth wel. 

But natheles, as trewe as any ftele IO3CO 

I have a wif, though that flie poure be, 

But of hire tonge a labbing fhrewe is (he $ 

And yet ihe hath an hepe of vices mo. 

Thcrof no force ; let all fwiche thing^es go. 

But wete ye what? in confeil be it feyde, 10 305 

Me reweth fore I am unto hire teyde ; 

For and I (hulde rekene evo'y vice 

Which that fhe hath, ywis I were to nice; 

And caufe why, it fhulde reported be 

And told to hire of fom of this compagnie, 103 10 

(Of whom it nedeth not for to declare. 

Sin women connen utter fwiche chafifare) 

And eke my Wit iufficeth not therto 

To tellen all ; wherfore my Tale is do. 

Squier, come ner, if it yoore wille be, 103 15 
And fay fomwhat of love, for certes ye 
Connen theron as moche as any man. 
Nay, Sire, quod he, but fwiche thing as I can 

•f. 10298* weive^ This verb is generally ufcd tranfitlvely, 
to wave, to relinquUh, a ttung ; but it has alfo a neuter fignifi- 
cation, to depart, as here. See alfo ver. 4718, 9357* 

%■. lO^i X'Sinzuomenconnenutter^ Mf.-(f.readsott/^, but others 
have utUKy which I believe is right, though I confefs that I do 
not clearly underftand the paflage. The phrafe has occurre(t 
l)cfi)rc,vcr. tfio3; 

Withnlajiger utiren ve aU kklx cbuffare, 

Rij 



196 T«E f^niEKEI T«t(. 

With hmlywiUe, foriiret not rcbclla' 
Ageia your loft, a Tile wnl ItcUe. I 

Huvc me cicididif I fpeke unif I 
My wills is goad ; and )o,Diy Tile ia dui. 

THE SQUIERES TAX-E. 
At Sam, in the lond of Tiuurie, 
Thcr dwdt ■ king that weneicd KnfEe, 
Thuighwh^HUuirdirdtnaD^BdoufrhtyDKIDt I 
Th>t noble kiqg.wuclepedCambtircin, 
M'hich ia hii time was of lb gntrenouD 
That ther n'uno ft her inno regidOn 
So excelkntalM'dinilieihiiig; 
Him lacked nonght liiatloagctb loatibg, I 
Ai of the IcSe of which that IM vat bornf. 
He kept Wmbtf to which he mi jtmnte. 
And tiiertohe wu hardy, itile, and nche, 
And pitDua aiidjufi, and ilnay yHche, 
TtewEorhirwmd, beDifn^and hoiiDurable, I 
Of his corage ai any cenire ftablr, 
Yong, frclh, and firong, io inno defiroui. 
Ah any bachiter of >U hii boui. 
A r^repetfou he waiand forluoate. 
And kept atway Co wel real cUat i 
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Cine otiiibi rendith to Cut 
a rworii of lire gualile, and 
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THE 8<^U»Rt8 TAI.t. ^97 

That thcr n'as no wher fwichc another man. 

This noble Jting, this Tartre Cambufcan, 
Hadde tvro fones by Elfeta his wif. 
Of which the eldeft lone highte AlgaHif* 
That other was ycleped Camballo. 

A doughter had this worthy king alio. 
That yongeft wait, and highte Caoace : 
But for to tellen yea all hire beautee 
It lith not in my tongc ne in my conning; 
I dare not undertake fo high a thing : IO35O 

Min Engliih eke is unfufficient; 
It mufte ben a rethor excellent. 
That coude his colours longing for that art. 
If he ihuld hire defcriYen ony part : 
I am non fwiche ; I mote fpeke as I can. I0355 

And fo be£el that whan this Cambufcan 
Hath twenty winter borne his diademe, 
As he was wont fro yerc to yere 1 deme, 
He let the fefie of his nativitee 
Don crien thurghout Sarra his citee IO360 

The laft idus of March after the yere. 

Phebos the fonne fnl jolif was and clcre^ 
For he was nigh his exaltation 
In Martes face, and in his maniion 

•f. 10344. Of which tbe eldefifonel I have zddcd Jbne for 
the Cuke of the metre. 

^. 10364. and in bis manfion} His refers to Mars, and not to 
the fun. ** Aries eft Texaltatlon du Soleil ou 19 dcpre. et ft eft 
" Aries mat/on de Mars^ ^cUend. des Berg. fign. L »//. Ue9 

Riij 



In Aries, the eolerlkehoteCgne: 10^6^ 

Fill bdy wat the wctber mil benipie. 

Tor which thcfouleiRgiinthcraTiDolIicae: 

Whu forlbefefoDandlhcTmgegrtiiB 

FullcuderongcnhiraSeSioaa: 

Hem femed bangcnen hem prate&iniu I0370 

Again ihe rwcrdnf winter keneind cold. 

This Cdmbufcm, of nrtucb I baTc^outoU, 
In real vcniment^filiinhiidei* 
Wiih'dbilemc^ftdlugh in kit pakii, 
Andholt hisfeflclblikmpneMdroriche I037J 
That In lliis world nc wu rbec bob ic lidic, 
Ofwliiclii{iaulcElleD.iUihcan>7 
I'haji wolil ii occnpie a fntntn dsy; 
Add eke it nedeth not for to defil: 
Ac every counthe orJer of hir ferrice ; 10381 

I wol not tclIcD of hit Urao)^ fcwei, 
Ne of hir fwannes ne fair keronfcwef : 
Wi«t\\ct'}-Ti^3'iatihe(iin,ibid.ftga, K* V. Aria la there jiH 

i. id jSi^^rJWi/.TKJlArcKCrwaian officer fiiciUeiJfroi 

lopbcc. liiilieelliUllhaustoftbcUiis^luurdialdtherGii 
KWi fi>ur Cenilcmen Sewen. f ntvi beic reein to Tignlfy dilbe 
fi nm t lie (jine nrlgUHl, u^jI'Ki tn rt.nm i;gnilici a UttlcdM 



ivra^ftitd] HmiKaiux, Fr. annrding to 
%he mtrnriteiitlon of AiehblAwp Ne vlU <I Edv 
>trn/lvtva IMI C. r.il. Collill. vol. t1. i. At 



TBI S^VIERES TAtt. T99 

Eke in that lood, u tellen knightes old, 

Ther is fom mete that is ful deintee hold, 

That in this lood men recche of it ful fmal : 10385 

Ther n*is no man that may reporten aL 

I wol not tarien you, for it is prime, 

And for it is no fmit, but Ipfle of time : ' 

Unto my porpofe I wol hfve recoars. 

And fo befell that after the thrtdde cours, I0390 
While that this kin^ fit thus in his nobley, 
Heridbg his nriniftralles hir thinges pley, 
Beforne him at his bord dclicioiiily, 
In at this halle dbre al fodenly 
Ther came a knight upon a ftede of bras, XO395 
And in his hood a brod mirrour of glas; 
Upon his thombe he had of gold a ring. 
And by his fide a naked fwerd hangfing; 
And up he rideth to the highe bord. • 
In all the halle ne was ther fpoke a word 10409 
For mervaille of this knight ; him to behold 
Ful bdfily they waiten yong and dd. 

This ilrange knight that come thiis fodenly, 
Al armed fave his hed ful richely, 
Salueth king and quene, and lordes alle, IO405 

By order as they faten in the halle, 
With fo high reverence and obfervance. 
As wel in fpeche as in his contenance, 
That Gawain with his olde curtefie, 
Though he were come agen out of Faerie, -204 10 



Ani\ artcr ihu htSun tht hi^he bard 

lie wiih aniintf vnit fiyd his sitfl'j.ge, 

Atrsc the forme ufcii in ha Ungigi^ 

WkhoiitfD vice of filbblc or of Una: loi I J 

Ami r.,r hi' [ale Ibuldi: reoiE [he bccler, 

Atcnnlant lo hii wordei was hii chere, 

Asiechclh art of fjitche hem [hit i[ leie, 

^t be i[ ihai I anaat foune hn- flile, 

N; cannot cLmbcn over fa hi^h a ftilc, 10410 

Yec far I [bis, a> Co comao tnlcat. 

TIiu« much amoanteth all [hat evtr he mcnt, 

lfi[i:obbthatlh».ekiniii:Dd. 

He rjyd,Tbe King of .\rahic and of InJe, 
My licgi Lord, OB (his fulempne iij, 1041f 

5aluetb you i> he beft can and may, 
And rsnde[!i you. in honour of yiiur ftftc, 
liy me, th.-it am il redy it your heflc, 
Tins flcde of bra., [ha illy ai.d wul 
Can in ihe fpace of » day naiurti IC*30 

( i his is Id fajn, ia fuu[-aiid-[i>icnly houre*) 
Whcr fi> you lift, in drou^bt nr bIIcs flioure»> 
fierenyour bady iii[o every [-lace 
To which your hcrtc willeth for id pace, 
Wiihouten wemmeof you thurgb fo'ileortiire; 
Orifyoulin toBeenashigbin th«^rc lct]& 

Ai dulh iin eRle, whan him lift lo fore, 
I'tiiafuDiciktkibal bete you cvcuuore^ 



THC SqVIElKS TALE. 30Z 

Withonten harme, till ye be ther yon left, 

(Though that ye flepen on his back or reft) I044O 

And tume again with writhing of a pin { 

He that it wrought he coude many a gin ; 

He waited many a conftellation 

Or he had don this operation, 

And knew ful many a fele and many a bond. Z0445 

This mirrour eke that 1 haye in min bond 
Hath fwiche a might that men may in it fee 
Whan ther (hal falle ony adverfitee- 
Unto your regne or to yourfelf alfo, 
And openly who i» your frend or fb ; 10450 

And over all this, if any lady bright 
Hath fet hire hcrte on any maner wight, 
If he be falfe (he flial his trefon fee. 
His newe love, and all his fobtiltee. 
So openly that ther ihal nothing hide. ZO455 

Wherfore s^in this lufty fomer tide < 
This mirrour and this ring, that ye may fe. 
He hath font to my Lady Canace, 
Your excellente doughter that is here. 

The vertue of this ring, if ye wol here, 10460 
Is this, that if hire lift it for to were 
Upon hire thombe, or in hire purfe it here, 
Ther is no foule that fleeth under heven 
That (he ne fhal wel underftond his fteven, 
And know his mening openly and plaine, 104 6s 
And anfwere him in his langage again ; 



And every gr^B that groweth upon tott 

She Ibal eke kaow, ud wham it wgldo bote, 

All be hit waundMoeTcrrodepeiDdiride. 1041!) 

Thin naked fwerd, that buifttfa by m; Qde, 
Swiche venue hath, that what man that it finite, 
Thurghout hii itmare it wolkerve and bite. 
Were it u thitke «■ )■ a bnanchcd oke t 
And what HMD that ia wounded with the ftloke 
Sbal never be hole, tiilhit yon lift of grace KiJ) 
To Qcoken him with thcplatte in ihilke place 
Ther he it hun ; tbit a ai much to fuDi 
Yemoten with tbe platte fwerd iftaiD 
Siroken him in the watmd and it wol clofe. 
This i> the verajr foth witbooten glofe i I04te 

Tt failieth not while it it in yoar held. 

And whan tbii knight hath thn«hialale told 
He rideih out of balle, and douD he light. 
Hit, nedc.Khich that Ihoae a> faniie bright, 
Stanl in the court ea {tiUe a> any Aon. IC^tj 

Thi'knif^ht ii to hii chaoibrc lidde anon, 
And ii DDiirmed, and to ihc mete yfettc. 
Thife prefenw ben ful richelich yfeile, 
Thti i« la lain, the fwerd and the minonr. 
And liurne anon into the highe tour I049( 

Wiih certain officer* ordained therfbie; 
And unto Canace the tiiifri)lHire 
EokmiiTi'-ly. tbtr She tat ai the table. 
Hut likcily, withoutcD any fable. 



THE $(^0IE1L£S TALK. 203 

The hors of bras, that may not be remaed, I C495 
It ftant as it were to the ground yglaed : 
Ther may no man out of the place it drive 
For non engine of windas or polive : 
And caufe why, for they con not the craft, 
Andtherfore in the place they han it laft 10500 
Til that the knight hath taught hem the manere 
To voiden him, as ye ihal after here. 

Grct was the prees that fwarmed to and fro 
To gaurcu on thishors that flondeth fo ; 
For it fo high was, and fo brod and long, XOJO5 
So wel proportioned for to be flrong. 
Right as it were a fttdc of Lumbardie, 
Therwith fo horfly and fo quik of eye 
As it a gentil Poilcis courfer were ; 
For certes £ro his tayl unto his ere IO510 

Nature ne art ne coud him not amend 
In no degree, as all the peple wtnd. 

But evermore hir mofte wonder was 
How that it coude gon and was of bras : 

iT' 10509. a gemil PoiUis courfer} A horTe of Apulia, which 
in old French was ufiially called FoWt:. The iK>rre8 of that 
country were much ertecmcd. Mf.ff^i/. James VI. 141. Richard. 
Archbiihop of Armaph, in the 14th ccntur>\ fays in praife of 
our St. Thomas, " Quod nee mulus Hifpanix, nee dextrarius 
** Apuliae, nee repedo ^CUiiopia:, nee elephantus Aflae, nee ca- 
•* mdusSyriXjhoc afinonoftra Anj'h'acaptiorfiveaudcrttior in- 
" vcnitur ad prselia." He had before Informed his audience 
that *' Thomas Anj^'lice idem eft qu'id Thorn Afinus." There 
1« a patent in Rynwr, 2 Ed'.v. il. '* Dc dextratU&in LumUardil 
•* emcndfs." 



t04 TBI SCtPIH'S TAUB. 

It waa of ^ttfrie, sb the peple fenued : 105 ts 

Diverfe folk diverDely ban demed : 
As many beds as many wittes ben. 
They raurmored as doth a fwanne of been* 
A nd maden ikilles alter hir fantaiies, 
*&t:heHmg of the olde poetries, Jiojao 

And fayd it was ylike the Pegafbe, 
The hors that hadde winges for to flee. 
Or ellesit was the Grebes hors Sinon, 
That broughjte Troye to deftnxdion. 
As men moun in thife olde geftes rede. ^OS^S 

Min herte (quod on) is evermore in drede ; 
I trow fom men of armes ben therin. 
That fhapen hem this citee for to win : 
It were right good that al fwiche thing were know. 
Another ro wned to his felaw low, I05 30 

And fayd, He iietb, for it is rather like 
An apparence ymade by fom magikc. 
As jogelours plaien at thife feftes grete. 
Of fondry doutes thus they jangle and trete. 
As lewed peple demen comunly XC^535 

Of thinges that ben made more fubtilly 
Than they can in hir lewednciTe comprehende: 
I'hey demen gladly to the badder cnde. 

And fom of hem wondred on the mirrour 

That bom was up in to the maider tour, IC5 40 

■^. 10523. tbe Greles bors Shton] This b rather an awkward 
exprdKonfbr — tbeborfrofSinonttc Grcci, or, aswc might lay, 
Sinon tbe Greek's borfe. 



How men mi^hte in it fwiche thinges fee. 

Another aniwerd and iayd. It might wcl be 
NiitureUy by-compoiiuons 
Of angles tod of flie rtfiicd ions ; 
And faide that in Rome wan fwiche on. I0545 

They fpeke of Alhazen and Vitellon, 
And 'Vriftotie, that writen in hir lives 
Of ^tiointe mirrours and of profpe^ves, 
Ab knowcfi they chat han hir bookes herd. 

And other folk han- wondred on the fwerd 10550 
That woWe pcrccn thurghout every thing; 
And fell in fpeche of Felephus the king. 
And of Achilles for hisqueiute fpere. 
For he coudc with it bothe hele and dete, 
Right in fwiche wife as men may with the fwerd 
Of which right now ye have yoarfelvcn herd. 10^ 3 6 
They fpeken of fondry harding of metall, 
And fpeken of medicines therwithall. 
And how and whan it (huld yharded be. 
Which iff unknow algates unto me. 103 60 

Tho fpeken they of Canacees ring. 

And faiden all that fwiche a wonder thing 

^. 10546. jllbazenandyitcUon}^ Aibazeni et yitcUonis Optic^t 
are extant, printed at Bafil 1572. The firit is fuppofcd by his 
editor t« have lived about A. D. 1 100, and the fecond to A. D. 
IZ70. 

■^. 105^1. Canacees} Thi« word should perhaps have had an 
accent on the firft e — Canacicu to fbcw that it ib to be pro- 
nounced as of four fyllablcs. So alfu below, ver. iop45 ; 
And fwounetb eft in Canaciis barme. 
yolvme 111, S 



2o6 TAcntvfnnvrAiv;;' 

Ofcraft ofriBfet Iwrd* they never nwit : 

Save that ht Moiiesand King Safamfm 

Hadden a name of conning^ in fwic^ aft; VOjtff* 

Th us fain the peple, sad drawen hem aftit. 

But nathelea font fiiidcnxhatirwai' ' -■ 
Wonder to maken of ferne aflien giaS) •' ■ ' 
And yet isglas DonghEtlikeaihcn tff IsrDC^ 
Butfortheyhaayknbwvnitlbfeme, ^/7^ 

Therfore celetb hk- jangling and bit wMiden 

As fore woadfcn^nr oflOEMii of tlveoder, 
O n ebbe and flood, 0ft goflbmer and ea mift , 
And on all thing til that the caule is wift. ■ 

Thus janglen they, and demen and devile, IO575 
Til that the king gan fro his bord avife. 

Phebas hath kit the angle meridioBal| 
And )'et afcendiflg vras the befle real, 
The gcntil Leon,, with his Aldrian, 
Whan that this Tartie king, this Cambufcaa, Z05 S^ 
Rofe from hU bord, ther as he fat fill hie : 
Beforae him goththe lotide minftralcie, 
I'ii he come to his cfaambre of parements, 
'i'hcr as chey foanden divers inftrumentS) 
That it is like an heven for to here. ^ 105 85 

Now dauncen lufty Venus children dcrc, 

■^. ic $7o.ykn(nun it JbfsmeZ Known it fo before. lt»ke/emi 
to be a corraption of^r/M, (f^ratu Sax.) 80 in Tro. ver. 1 1 76, 
j.rmyerc fcenas to fi)^ify former years. In P»P. fol. 80, b./crni« 
ego is u(cd Ai long ago. 

■^. los^i. cbambrc of parements} Cbambre de parement i| 
iraj^iflatcdby Cotgrave the preroa^e-clumber, andzi/ cUpare- 



TfiS «<^f (ftCft TAIA ftC; 

For in the Filh hjg la4f Iktiiil Ji^, = i V.- 
And lokcth on htm with a freavily'djtf. 

Thb ftraqn^e knight it £et to him'f ui 'fooe, 1 03 90 
And on the dauoca he goth witb-Uanaoe. 

Here is the revell aad ihe 'fokv€9' 
That is n ot ab|e a dull man to divifis : 
He mud han knoweu Love and hisfcrvife. 
And ben a feiUich man, as freih as May, 105 95 
That ihulde you devifen fwiche array. 

Who coude teliea you the £6rme of daunices 
So uncouth, and fo &:eihe conteoaunoes, 
Swiche fubtil k^ogs and diifiniulings. 
For dred of jalous meones apperceiviogs I IC 6co 
Ko man but Launcelot, and he is-ded; 
Therfore i pafle over ail this ludyhed ; 
I fay no more^ but in this joliDcil'e 
I iete hem tjA men tp the fouper hem dreiTc 

The {leward bii the fpices for. to hie, 10605 

And eke the win, m all this meiodie; 

msnt a' bed of ftate. Parements originally fignilied all forts of 
ornamental furniture or clothes* from parer^ Ft. to adorn. See 
vcr. 1503» and Leg. of G. fT. DidOt vor. tHi % 

To daunciiiK cbambreif fal o( fat emeuttti 
Of ricbe beddes tnd of pavementes, 
7 bis eneas i* leil4««ftcr the mete. . 
The Italians have the fame expreflion j Ifi. d. Cone. Trident, 
1. iii. ; " II Pontcfice — ritornato alia camera d^panvnenti co' 
" Cardinal!.*' — 
^. io587« in the Fi/b} See tlic note on ver- 6284. 

Sij 



2o8 nil squitRii taki* 

The uihen and tlie dqiiicrid ben goa, 

The fpices and the win is come anon t 

'i'hey ete and drinke, and whan this had an end 

Urco the temple, at r«fon was, rhey wend : 10610 

'i he fcrvice don they foupen all by day. 

What nedcth yon rehcrfen hir array f 
HLzhc man wot w«l that at a kingct feft 
Is plentce to the moft and to the left, 
j\i:d deinteet mo than ben in my knowing. 10615 

At after fouper goth thit nobie king 
I'o feen this hors of bras, with all a roate 
Of lorde? and of ladies him aboute. 
Sv.'iche wondrin*; was ther on this hors of bras, 
That fm the gret aflcge of Troye was Xo6aQ 

Thcr as men wondred on an hors alfo, 
Nc was ther fwiche a wonc^ring as was tho, 
jiUt, finally, the king alketh the knight 
'I he vertue of this courfer and the might, 
And praied him to teii his govemannce. 10625 

This hors anon gan for to trip and daunce, 
"VVlian that the knight laid bond up on his rein. 
And iaidc. Sire, ther n*is no more to fain, 
IU.t whan you lill to riden any where 
Yc moten trill a "pin fbnt in his ere, ic 630 

AV iiich I ihal tellen you betwixt us two, 
Yt moten nempne him to what place alfo. 
Or ro what coutrce, that you lift to ride. 

And whan ye come thcr as you lift abide 



Bid him defcend, and trill aaotfaer pin, X0635 

( For therin lieth the effisdfc «f aU the ^n)' 

And he wol dottn defoend tad don yo«r will. 

And io.that place he wolabidenitiU;. . 

Though al the world had the eontriury fwore 

He flial not thcttoes be drawe ne be hofs : ' 10640 

Or if you lift to bid him thenaeA gdOr 

Trille this piii;asd he wol vaoi0i'aBon 

Out of the %ht of every mtaer wight* 

And coipe agen, be it by day or night, - 

Whan that you lift to clepen him again X0645 

In fwiche aguifi; as I ihal to you fiin 

fietwixen you and me, and that ful fone» 

Ride whan you lift, ther n*ts no more to dokke. 

Enfourmed whan the king was of the knight. 

And hath conceived in his wit aright 10650 

The maner and the forme of all this thing, 

Ful glad and blith this noble doughty king 

Repaired! to his revel as beforne. 

The bridel is in to the tour yborne. 

And kept among his jewels lefe and dere : 1065 5 

The hers vaniflit, I n'ot in ^hat maoere, 

Out of hir fight ; ye get no more of me ; 

But thv« I lete in luft and jolitee 

This Cambufcan his lordes feft eying 

Til that wel nigh the day began to fpring. tc 660 

^ . 1 0660. Til that xvel nigb} That Ium been added for the lake 
mi the metre. We might read, with Tume mfL ; 
Til vcl Blgb the dar besaa/*r to fyrin|> ^ 

Siij 



210 THE SC^UIERCS TALt, 

Parsfeeunda, ■ 

Thenoriceofdegdlion^theflfpe, • 

Gan on hem winke, and bad hem taken kepe 

That mochel drinke and labour wol have reft. 

And with a galping mouth hem all he kcft, 

And faid, that it was time to lie adotto, IC665 

For blood was in his domtnatioon : 

Cherifheth blood, natures frend, quod he. 

They thanken him galping, by two, by three; 

And every wi^ht gan drawe him to his reft, 

As flepe hem bade ; they toke it for the beft. 10670 

Hir dremes ftiul not now be told for me; 

Fill were hir hedes of fumofitee, 

That caufeth dreme, of which ther is no charge ! 

They ilepen til that it was prime large, 

Themoftepart, but it wercCanace; IC675 

f he v/as ful mefurable. as women be; 

Fcr f hire father had ftie take hire leve 

To pron to reft fonc after it wa«5 eve; 

11 -re li^lc not appalled for to be, 

Nor on the morwe unfcflliche for to fee, I0680 

And flcpf hire firfte flf ne. and than awoke: 

For fwiche a joy (he in hire herte toke 

J5orh of hire qucinfc rinp^ and cf hire mirrour, 

Th.it tv/cnty time fte chaunpfed hire colour. 

-I'-. 10603. ^-'^f morbel drinif andlahur] 80 mff. C. i. ffj, 

III inf. .4. it is, Thu m'tl-'C .vtd hibour; in Afi. i, a. That af- 

1 :r /V5: he lalcur ; In rr\ eral oti\er mJ. and cditt. Ca. i. 2, 7ba» 

f V. be :r.c:: atid labour. Wc muft fearch furtlicr, I apprehend, 

iCr the tiut reading. 
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TRK 8<^tfIfeRK8 TALf . ftfl 

And in hire flepe right for the imprcffioo Z06S5 
Of hire mirrour ihe had a viiion ; 
Wherfore or that the fonne gan up glide 
She clepeth upon hire maiftreiTe hire bcfide. 
And faide that hire lufte for to arife. 

Thife olde women that ben gladly wife, 10690 
As is hire maiflrcfle, anfwerd hire anon, 
And faid, Madam, whider wol ye gon 
Thus erly ? for the folk ben all in refl. 

I wol, quod flie, arifen (for me left 
No longer for to flepe) and walken aboute. IC695 

Hire maiflreife clepeth women a gret route. 
And up they rifcn wel a ten or twelve ; 
Up rifeth frefhe Canace hirelelve, 
As rody and bright as the yonge fonne 
That in the Ram is fourc degree* yronne ; IC700 
No liigher was he whan ihe redy was; 
And forth fhe walkerh efily a pas, 
Arrayed after the luO.y fefon fete 
Lightely for to playe, and walken on fote, 
Noufiht but with five or fixe of hire meinic, 10705 
And in a trenche forth in the park goth fhe. 

The vapour which that fro the crthe glode 
Maketh the fonne to feme rody and brode; 
But natheles it was fo faire a fight 
That it made all hir hertes for to light, 107x0 

What for the fefon and the morwening, 
And for the foules that Ihe herde fiqg, 



i 



For right anon Die niftc what they mcnt 
Riglit by hit fong, and knew ol hii cPteiit. 

The knoiw wh J that emry tale u tcldc, 
H it be t^cd til the lull be coldc 
Of hem ihachui it hcrkened *f rer yore. 
The fuToar paiTeih erer lenger the moc* 
For fulfuirnefle of the prohiitee; 
.And by that Tunc refbn thiokcth me 
1 Ihuld untn the knotte condefcende. 
And maken of hire walking rase U endc 

Amidde a tiee for-diy, n vhite n chalk. 
As Cjnace we> playing in hire walk, 
Thcr fit a faucon over hire hcd fui hie 
That with a pitous voh fo gan to crie. 
That all the wood refouned of hire cry. 
And fatten bad hirefelf fo pitoully 
With both hire wlnges til the rede blood 
Rin endelongthe tree theraslhe Itood; 
And ever in on alway Ihe cried and Ibrighti 
Atid with hire bek hircCelieD Ihe To twight, . 
Thai iher n'is ligre nc no cruel belt 
That dweUetb other in wood W in loreA 
That n'oldc han Wept, if lliii he wcpcn conde 
Furforwe of hire, Ihe Ihricbt alway fo loude. 

For ibcr was ncTer yet no nian on lire. 
If that he eoude a faucon wel dcftrive, 
That herde otfwiche another nffiyrenefle 
As wcl of plumage ai of geniiltffe 
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Of fliapc, of all that rtiight yrekened be t 

A faacon peregrine femed fhe 

Of f remde lond, and ever at (he ftood 

She fwouned now and now for lack of blood. 

Til wel neigh is flic Allien fro the tree. IC745 

This faire kinges doughter Canace, 
That on hire finger bare the queinte ring, 
Thurgh which ihcunderftood wel every thing ' 
That any foule may in his leden fain, 
And coude anfwere him in his leden again, 1075* 
Hath underilonden what this faucon fcyd, 
And wel neigh for the ronthe almofl: fhe deyd ; 
And to the tree fhe goth ful haftily. 
And on this faacon loketh pitoufly. 
And held hire lap abrode, for wel fhe wifl IC755 
The faucon mufle fallen from the twiil 
Whan that fhe fwouned next, for faute of blood. 
A longe while to waiten hire fhe flood, 
Til at the laft fhfe fpake in this manere 
UntO'the hauk, as ye fhul after here : 10760 

■^. I074Z. Afaueonperegriml This fpedet of ftlcon is thus 
defcribed in the Trefor tU Brutut Latiut P. 1, Ob. Desfaucont,, 
mf. Reg. 19 C X ; ** La fecoode lignie eft faucons^ que hom 
** apele pelerins, par ce que nu$ ne trove fon nl. aim eft pris 
** autrefi come en peUrinage* et eft mult legiers a norrh*, et 
^* multcortoik, et vaillans, etdp txmeinaniere.** Ouuceraddr, 
that this falcon was of fremJc or frenud hnd, from a foreign 
country. 

^. 1 o:49' Icdcri} Language, Sax. a comipticKi of Latin. Dante 
ufcs Zaiir.o in 1 lit: iume feoie, Canx, i j 

E c^ntine gli augell! 
Ciafcunu in fuo Lttfno* 



9,f4 THIfquiCftE^TALtk 

What is th^ caufe, if it be for to tell. 
That ye ben in this furial peine of hell ? 
Quod Canace unto this hauk above ; 
Is this for fonwe of deth or loiTe of lo ve ? 
For 9Lh I trow thife be the-caufes two ^0765 

That caufen mcA a gentil herte wo. 
Of other harme it nedeth not to fpeke, 
For ye yourfelf upon you^lf awreke. 
Which prcvcth wel that other ire or drede 
Alote ben enchcfon of ydur cruel dede, IO770 

Sin that I fe non other wight you chape. 
For the love of God as doth yourfelvcn p^racc ; 
Or what may be your helpe ? for weft nc ell 
Nc faw I never er now no brid nc bcft 
That ferde with himfelf fo pitoufly. IC 7 75 

Ye fle me with your forvve veraiiy, 
I have of you fo gret compaffioun. 
For Goddes love coipe fro the tree adoun, 
And as I am a kinges doughter trewe, 
If that I veraiiy the caufea knewe I078Q 

Of your difefe, if it lay in my might 
I wold amend it or that it were night, 
A s wifly help me the gret God of kind ; 
And herbes flial I right ynough yfind 
To helen with your hurtes haftily. 10 7 85 

rho fhright this faucon yet more pitoufly 
Than ever (he did, and fell toground anon. 
And lith afwoune as ded as lith a flon, 
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Til Canace hath in hire tappe hire take 
Unto that time (ke gM of fwoune awake, I0790 
And after that ihe out of fwoune abraide 
Riglit in hire haukes leden thus ihe ikf de : 
That pitce rrancrh fone in gentil herte 
(Feling his fimititude in peines fnierte) 

Is proved alle day, as men tmj fee 1^795 

As we) hy werke as by andoritee. 

For gentil herte kithcth gentilleiTe. 

I fee wel that ye have on my diilrelTe 

Companion /my faire Canace, 

Of veray womanly benignitee I c 8o« 

That Nature in your principles hath fet. 

But for noil hope for to fare the bet, 

But for to obey unto vour herte free. 

And for to maken other yware by me, 

A» by the whelpe chaftifed is the leon, IC805 

Rig^hc for that caufe and that conchifion, 

Whik that I have a kiler and a fpace, 

Min harme ! wol confcfTen er I pace. 

And ever while that on hire forwe told 

That other wcpt as flic to water woW, IC 810 

Til that th« faturon bad hire to be flill, 

And with a like riP^ht thus flic faid hire till : 
Thcr I was bred (alas that ilke day !) 

And foftrcd in a roche of marble gray 

So tendrely, that nothing ailed ms ; ic8 15 

f ne will not what was udvcifltee 
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Til I coud flee ful high under the flcie. 
Tho dwelled « tercelctme fade by 
That femed welle of alle grentillefie, 
Al were heful of trefou and faifeneiTe. XoSaO 

It was fo wrapped under humble chere. 
And under hew of trouth in fwlche mancre. 
Under plefance, and under beff peine, 
That no wight coud have wend he coude feine. 
So depe in greyn he died his coloures. XoSaj 

Right as a ferpent hideth him under flouxes, • 
Til he may fee his time for to bite. 
Right {o this god of Loves hypocrite 
Doth fo his ceremonies and obeifance. 
And kept^th in femblaunt alle his obfervance lc8jO 
Tliat fuuneth unto gentilkiTe of love. 
As on a tomhe is all the faire above, 
And under is the corps, fwkhe as ye wote, 
S v.'ichc was this hypocrite both cold and hote. 
And in this wife he fcrved his entcnt, X0835 

That fave the fend non wifle what he ment; 
Til he fo long had wcpcd and complained, 
And many a yere his ft:r vice to me fained, 
1 ill that min licrte, to picous and to niqe, 
Al innocent of his crowned malice, I084O 

■^. 10840. croivned maVtce] T1»c Tc«jder of tafte will not bo 
d'.fpkaied, I tni(t, at my liaving leceived this readiMR ui>on the 
^uUi'jrity of inf. A. cn!y : the common reading is crucU 



For- fered of hit deth, a» tlioughte mci 

Upon his othei and hh feuretee 

Graunted him love on this conditional 

That evermo min honouf and renoon 

Were faved, both privee and apert; 1^45 

This is to fay, that after his defert 

I yav0 him all min htrte and ail my thought, 

(God wote and he that other way es nought) 

And toke his herte in channge of mifl tor ay. 

But foth is faid, g(m fithen is many a day Io8jO 

A trewe wight and a theef thinken not on« 

And whan he faw the thing fo ferygon, 
That I had granted him fully my love, 
In fwiche a guife as I have faid above, 
And yevcn him my trewe herte as free loSjJ 

As be fworc that he yaf his herte to m6, 
Anon this tigre, fol of doubleneffe, 
Fell on his knees with fo gret humblefTe, 
With fo high reverence, as by his chere. 
So like a gentil lover of manere, aoS6o 

So ravilhed, as it fcmcd, for the joye, 
That never Jafon ne Paris of Troye, 
Jafon ! certes ne never other man 
Sin Lamech was, tliat aiderfirft began 
To loven two, as writen folk beforne, XO865 

Ne never fithcn the flrft man was borne, 
Ne coude man by twenty thoufand part 
Contrefete the fophimes of his art, 

r<^«wtf III. T 
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Ne were wortljy to unbocle his gilochey 

Ther donblenefie of funing flmld tpproche, 10870 

Ke coude fo thanke z wight lu he cUd mo. 

His maner was an heven for to fee 

To any womau, were flie Derer fo wife; 

So painted he and kempt at point devife 

As wel hif wordet ai hib contenance : ICS75 

And [ fn loved him for hiaobeifance, 

And for the trouthe I demed in hit herCe, 

That if fo were that any thing him fmcrtCt 

A] were it never fo lite, and I it wift, 

Mtr thought I felt deth at myn herte twifU I0880 

And, ihortly, fo ferforth this thing is went, 

That my will was his wiUes inftrument; 

This is to fay, my will obeied his will 

In alle thing: . as fer as refon fill, 

Kcping the houndes of my worihip ever : XC885 

Nc never had I thing fo lefe ne lever 

Ar hi.-n, God wot, ne never Ihal no mo. 

This laflcth len^^cr than a yere or two. 
That I fuppofed of him nought but good : 
Cur. finally, thus at the lafl it ftood, X089 

'1 hat I'nrtune wolde that he mufte twin 
Out of that place which that I was in. 
W'h^r me was wo it is no queftion ; 
I cannot make of it dekription : 
For o thine/ dare I tcllen boldely, lo* 

I know what is the peine of dcth therby, 



rvt 9QintRC8 taub; 9I9 

Swiche harme I felt, for he ne might byleve. 

So on a day of me he tohe hts lere, 

So forweful eke, that I wend verailj 
That he had felt as moehel harme as I, 1^900 

Whan that I herd him fpeke and faw hu hewe : 
But natbeles I thought he wa« fo trewe, 
And eke that he-repairen &uld agaia 
Within a litei while, foth for to fain, 
^nd refon wold eke that he mufle go I0905 

For his honour, as often happeth ib. 
That T made vertne of neceffitee. 
And toke it wel fin that it mufte be. 
As I bed might I hid fro him my forwe. 
And toke him by the bond, Seint John to borwe, ' - 
And faid him thus, Lo, I am youres all, 1 09 1 1 

Beth fwiche as I have ben to you and (hall. 

What he anfwerd it nedeth not reherfe ; 
Who can fay bet than he, who can do werfe ? 
Whan he hath ai wei faid than hath he done; 109 15 
Therfore behoveth him a ful long fpone 
That (hal ete with a fend ; thus herd I fay. 

So at the laft he mufie forth his way; 

And forth he fleeth, til he come thcr him left. 

Whan it came him to purpos for to reft, i c 910 

1 trow that he had thilke text in mind, 

7'hat alle thing repairing to his kind 

-^. 10921. tbille texQ Boetbius, I. iii. met. z : 
Repetunt proprioa quicque recurfui, 
Bfdituque fuo flogala gaudent— — 

Tij 



GI:tdetIi hirtfelf) (hui Itin fnen ai I geffe ; 
Men lovcD of propre kind ntiithagtladlte. 
As briddes don thai nea in (sgn fede t 104 

For ihoDgh that! oi^i eoQ dwj ts^ ef tana hoik 
And ftrcv hir cagt fiire ibd faft u filLe, 
And gi*e he^ fn^, iioiir, br«d, mi mikke. 
Vet right inon M that hii doreii up 
Hu with hit feet wol rpnmcn doDnhiitop, lOi 
Aod to the wood he woi ud wonnei Etc, 
So nencfsngelbentjliey ofhirmctc, . 
And loven novtiicej ot pTopre kind ; 
No gcmillcfTe ofbloodncmij hem bind. 

So ferd ihii tercelel, alu thi day I to 

Thougli he were gentil borne, uid frelfa, and gH] 
And goodly for to feen, uid bumble, uid free 
He r^w upon a time a kite Bee, 
And fodcnly he la led this kite To 
That all hialaTciEcliaa frttoi aie ago, 10 

And hvh hii trouthe (aUed in this -wire. 
Thut hath the kite my lore in hire Guvice, 
And I am iorn withantea remedy. 

And viththst ward chit faacangaa to eiy. 
And rwonneUi eft in Canaceea banne. !□ 

Gret wai the forwe for that haubea harme 
nhlch our AuElnt taa thui tranOiiKd j ■■ All thrKRCi II 
*^ A^n to hir propre courfe, and aU cbyrign rqarfeil a 
" rcwurnliigc igajnie 10 hir nitpre." 'llic taaigvUan u 
liiiil in ukcu Crom Uk lame plaic. 



That CaAacQ mod all hire women made; 

They n*ifieo how they might the faucon glack : 

But Canace home bereth hireiQ hire lap, 

And foftely in plaftrcp gan hire wtAp IO95C 

Ther as (he with hire bek had hurt hirefeWe. 

Now cannot Canace bat herbe« delve 
Out of the ground, and makeo Calvet oewe 
Of herbes precioui and fine of bewe 
To helen with thii hauk i fro day to night IO955 
She dotkhire befineffe and all hire might* 
And by hire beddei bed flie made a mew» 
And covered it with Telouettes blew. 
In figne of trouth that it in woman fcne, 
And all without the mew it peinted grene, 10960 
In which were peinted all thife falfe £ottlet. 
As ben chife tidifet, tercelettet, and owlet, 
And pies, on hem for to cry and chide. 
Right for defpit were peinted hem befide* 

^. 109^8. 'vebuetta bUw} Velvets, from the Fr. vdout vt' 
huttte. See Du Cange, in v. FiUo/a^ FfUuetum.—l will jbft add, 
thic M biew wu the colour of truth, [Sec C. Z. X48O fo tr<cH 
belonged to inconftancy : hence in a baiiade upon an iiwoti/lafit 
lady [among Stowe*! addlti«na to Chaucer's Works, p. 55 >• 
cd. C/rr. 3 the burthen is — 

Inftedc of Unv tbus mar T« v«re •! grene. 

#>. 1096X. tb\fe tidi/es'} The tidi/e is mentioned as an incon- 
ftaat bird in The Leg. of G. VF. ver. 1 54 ; 

Af doth the tidif for ncweftncolscffc. 

Skinner fuppofes it to be thctitrnpufe i but he produces no au- 
thority for his fuppofition, nor have I any to oppofe to it. 

•^. 10963, 4.] Are tranfpofed from tlic order In which they 
ftand in all tlie cditt. andxxiir. that I have fcen. Some of the bcft 



Thus lete I Can ice hire haufc kep 



wdIh. 



leeftlo 



nr fpekt of hire ring, 
irpoB fcrto fain. 



How that ibb faDCDii gat hire love again 

Repentant, a> ihe dory teltelh ui. 

By mediation of Camhallui, 

The fcinges fone, of which that I yon told j 

But hemesforth T wol my ptocf flt hold 

To fpekc of aTentures and of balaiUcs, 

That yet wai never herd fo gret mcnaillei. 

Firft wol I tcllen yoo of a Cambufcaa, 
That in his lime many a citee wan ; 
And after wol I fpeke of Algarfif, 
Hon thu he wan Theodora to his wif, 
For whom ful oft in gret peril he wa-, 
Ke had he ben holpen by thehortof brai; 
And after wol I fpeke of Cambalio, 
That fought in lillea with the brethren two 

mir. however rtud — Aadpla — which mhcrcouobam 

' t- logTT. S.] Are illto trnilpoled, but upon Uie u 
of aifl*. A. C. I, end I bellere Tome othen, though b 
lU6ed of the certalntj- of the emeniUtion I hive am 
take a note dT their concumacc. Ed. fi. i, igreei xll 

li tu wlaTliewlara tn hii wile, and m ire not told nh 
bt IhcobjcaofAlEatllPmlTenOitn. 

t^. IDS181. c/rjnJ^rsjnir.^.reiiUCiii/g.'Iiulthi 
jny goljr realbnfDT Qi^>c^ng amOtake In thJiname. 1 
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For Canace, cr thit he might hire wiime» 

And ther I left I wol again beginne. 109S4 

• • • •'• « •*■•• • 

ctear fhnn the conteict that the pcrfon here intended is (not a 

krotber but) a lover of Canade ; 

Who foDght in Uftes with ibe brethren Pw§ 
For Canacc, or that he might hire ^vinne. 

tbe brethren two are obvioufly the two brethefn 6f Canace, 
who have been mentioned above, Mgar/tf and Camballo. In 
safT. Afi. I* a, it i« — bir brethren two, which would put the 
matter out of all doubt. Camballo could not fight with him- 

felf. Again, if thi» CambaUo be fuppofed to be the brother 

of Canace, and to fight in defence of her with fome two brc* 
tliren who might be fuitors to her, (according to Spenier's fic- 
tion) lie could not properly be faid to tvitme his fitter, when he 
only prevented others from winning her. — ^The outline there- 
fore of the unfinilhed part of thin Tale, according to my idea, 
is nearly this ; the conclufion nf the flory of the faucon, 

By mediation of Camballut, 
with the help of the ring, the conquefts of CambofCan, the 
winning of Theodora by Algarfif, withthc affittance ofthehorfc 
of brafit, and the marriage of Canace to fome knight, wlio was 
firll obliged to fight for Iier with her two brethren, a method 
of courtfliip very confonant to tl»c fpirit of ancient chivalry. 
■^. 10984. And tberJ left^ After this verfe, in mf. C. i, and 
others, is the followinj^note; " Here endethThe Squ5ere?Tale 
** as meche as Chaucer made." The two lines which in the 
oditt. and fome miT. are made to beghi a third part are want- 
ing in all the beft mlT. ; 

Apollo whirletb up his chare fo hie 

'J'il that thcgo*! Merruriu* houfe tlic Hie. 

Tliey certainly have not the leall appearance of belonping to 
this place. I Ihould gucfs that ihey were originally fcribbled 
by fome vacant reader in the blanlt fpace which is commonly 
left at the end of this Tale, and afterwards tranfcribed as Cliau- 
cer'* by fome copill of more diligence tlun fagacity. 
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• GreteweUCHAL'CKI*. whan ye mete — • 
Of ditces and of Um%c% glade, 
Tbc which he — made. 
The londe full filled i» over all. OOWER, 

My maimer CU A UCEK — cbiefefmete nf Bretayae-~. 
^Vhnm an this londc (chuMc of n'Sbt prefcrre, 
SItb of ourlangage be was the lode-tterre—.. 
That made firA tody ft v'le and rayne 
The guld dewe dntpyt of fpeche and eloquence 
Into our tange tbruf^ hi» excellence. L7IK3ATK. 

The honour of Englifh tong it dede~~. ., 

Mt maytter CHAUCER, floure of doqueace, 
Mirruur of fniAuou* entrndemcnt, 

Univerfet fadir in fctence 

This londis verray tretour ar.d ricbefTe— . 
Thcnrftcfxndcr of ourfayrelaugage. OCCLEVE. 

VcnerahillCHADCF.R,principallpoetebutpei«, 
Hevii.ly trumrictjorleftc ard regulcre. 
In eloquence tal!iie,c(>nili(tandd:all, 
Mi'lk-, fountancclerc Unnd^aml r'>i« riall. 
Of frcfche endite throw AUiioun iland braid. DOUGLAS* 

O rurerend CHAUCER! rnleof retbouriaall, 
A» in oure toung flour imperii 
That raifc ii> Br;i tane evir, quha rcidit ri(rfit 
Thou beiris of Makers the tauTiphi rovall. 
The frcfche enamlU termcs cclefliall : 
Thi> mfttercou'h bait illuminit full bricht, 
"Wit thou norht.of OUT In^l-ssll the light. 
Surmounting every loiir.g tcrreltriall 
A>lara» M"»viM morrow do'.s midnl^hr . DUNBAR. 
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Bat natbdea cerUin 
I can right now no tlirifly Tale fain. 
Bat CHAUCER, (tboagh he can but Icwcdlr 
On metres and on riming craftiiy ) 
Hath (kyd hem in TwicJie EngiiOi ai he can 
Of oide lime, at Icnoweth many a man ; 
And if he have not fayd hem, leve brother, 
Jn o booic, he bath IJayd hem in aaotlxer.-— 
Who fo that wol his large Volume felce. TALES, ver. 446 1 

Dan CHAUCER, well of EngUfli andeU'd, 
On Fame'«£tcmal bead-roll worthy to be fU'd— — 
4>ldOan Geffrey, in whofe gentle fpright 
Tlie pose well-head of poetry did dw£ll-~. 
He whilft he lived was the foveraigne head 

Of fliepherda all SPENSER 

Old CHAUCER, like the noornlog fiat. 
To ua difcovers day frox^far } 
ilis light thc^e mifls and clouds diflblv'4 
Which our darlc nation long iavolv'd \ 
JBut he defcenrting to the fliade* 

Darlcnefaagain the age invades. ' DENHAM 

" CHAUCER, him wtio flrR with harmony inform 'd 

% The language of our fathers— .Uis legends blithe 

ile fang of love or knighthood, or the wilea 
Of homely life, thro' each cAate and age 
The fafliions and the follies of the world 
IVith cunning b^nd portraying— — 
Him who in times——- 
Dark and untaught began with charming vetfe 
To tamethe radenefs of his native land. AREN8TD1 
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THE FRANKELEINTES PROLOGUE. 

I N faitb, Squier^ Ihou haft thee wel yquk, XO985 

And gepully ; I preife wel thy wk. 

Quod the Fraakeleki* ConiideFing thin 3rauthe 

So felingly thou.(jpe)Letl, $ire,I aloue the 

As to n^y domie ther id noa that h here 

Of eloquence that Ihalbe thy pere IC990 

If that thov U<ve : God ye ve thee goode chance. 

And in vertue fend thee continuance. 

For of thy-fpeking I have gret dektfoe. 

I ha^e a fone j and by l^e Tnoitte XC994 

It were me lever than twenty pound worth load. 

Though it right .now were fallen in my hond« 

He were a maq of fwiche difcretion ' 

As that ye ben. Fie on pofleffion - 

Hut if a man be Tenuous withal 1 

I have my fone fnibbed and yet ftal, l icco 

For he to vertue lifter h not to emend, 

But for to play at dis jlnd to difpend, 

^. 10985. In faitbt Sqvler} Tlic autliorities for giving this 
Prologue to The Frankclein, and for placing hit Tale next to 
Tlie Squieres, are mfl*. jt. AJh. i , 2, HA. Bod, a. y. In mf. C. i, 
there is a blank of near two pages at the end of Tlie Squierof 
Tale, butTheFrankelein'sTalc follow9,beginning at vcr. 1 1 066 . 
This arrangement is alfo fupportcd by ed.Ca. 2. Fw tlie rell 
fee the Di/cour/et l^c. § 25. 
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And lefe all that he hath, is his nfiige ; 

And he had lever talken with a page 

Than to commune with any gentil wight XIC05. 

Thcr he might lercn gentillefle aright. 

. Straw for your gentilleife ! qnod our Hofte. 

What ? Frankcleiff, parde, Sire, wel thou woft 

That eche of you mote tellen at the left 

A Tale or two, or breken hio beheft.- IICIO 

That know I wel, Sire, quod the Frankelein: 

I pray you haveth me not in difdein 

Tliou^h I to this man fpeke a word or two. 
Tell on thy Tale withoutcn wordes mo. 
Gladly, Sire Hofte, quod he, 1 wol obey Iicrj 

Unto your will : now herkeneth what I fey : 

I W!»l you not contrarien in no wife. 

As fer a;) that my witte8 may fuffice. 

I prny to God that it may plcfen you, 

Than wot 1 wel that it is good ynow. II020 

Thife olde gentil Bretons in hir dayes 

Of difcrfe aventures maden layes 

^. 1 IC2I. Thi/e ohif gentU Bretons20f the co\]e&\onc^BT]ti{k 
1 1\ s by Marie fomeihini; lus bsci: faid in the Difi.ourj'r.^ ^c, 
n. i+. I win here only quote a fcw'pafiages from that c< llcc- 
t-inn, to ihew how exactly Chancer and the aRrcc in their man- 
iK>rofr:)eakln{:ot'theArmorican bards. TheUyuf EliduscoB^ 
etudes thuit, mf. Hjri. 4»73, fol.iSi ; 

Dc l*?venturc de cca treU 
Li rtuntien lirrtun •iirteii 
Fircnl li lai pur ramtmhrer, 
Qc bum nel deuA pa* ublicr. 
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Rimeyed in' hir firfte Breton tonge, 

Which layes with hir inftnitnents they fonge. 

Or elles redden hem for hir plefance, II015 

And on of hem have I in remembrance. 

The lay of Guiguemar thus, fol.145 ; 

De ceft cunte, ke ol stcz, 
Fu Gul;pieinar le lai trovez, . 
Q^hatn fait fn barpe e en rote, 
Dont eft 3 oir la note. 

The lay of Chevrefoil begins fol. 1 7 i ; 

Afcz me pleH, e bien le vuil, 
J>u lai \c ham name chcvrefuil 
<^la vcrltc vus encunt. 
Pur qu(i! W fu fct e dunt. 
Plufurs le me unt eunte e dit, 
E jeo I'ai trove en t/critf 
De rriHrani e dela reine, 
De lu<- amur qui tant fu hue, 
Uont il curent rheinte dulur. 
Puis mururent en un jur. 

In one particular Cliaucer gees furtlier (as I remen^r; thav 
Marie, when he fays that thcfe lays were 

Rimeyed in hir ftrlle Breton tonge ' 
iirimeyid be underftooU to mean written In rhyme, but if may 
rery well fignify only verfificd. Indeed the editor cf tlie DiJfio- 
natre de In Langue Bretonne, by Dom Pcllctier, fecms to doubt 
whetherthe Afnorican language be capable ofany fort of poetical 
harmony; ** Nous ne vr«yf)n5 pas que nns Bretons Armoricains 
•• a^ent cultiv6c la poUfic j et la langue telle qo'ils la parlent, 
** lie paroit pas pouvoir fc plier a la mcfure. a la douceur et at 
*• la harmonic dcs vers." Fref, p. ix. A Ilr.inge doubt in him, 
who might havf found in the didlonary which hi; h.'.s jiublilh- 
cd quotations from two Armorican poems, -viz. Les Profbetks 
de GwinilafffAnd La D.^ruJiion de y:nif.:L/ny both in rhyme. 
See Arahat. B.igat. And he hsmfelf fpeaks, in the fiime preface, 
p. viii. of" La vie de S. Gwenolc, premier Abb6 de I.andevc- 
•• nee, ecritc en vers.*' The oldelt mf. liowever now known in 
the language 'according to his account^ is that containing Lcs 
Propbetics de GuHnglafft written in i4;o. 
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Which I ihal fayp with good wille te 1 tiuU 

Bat, Sires, becaufe I am -a borel nuiBi 
At my begioniiig firft'I yoo heksht • 
Have n\t ezcufed of my rude fpcche : I Xoj^ 

I lerned never rhetorike certain; 
Thing that I fpeke it mote be bare and plain : 
I flept never on the Moant of Pemafo, 
Ne lerned MarcasTullius Cicero. 
Coloars ne know I non, withouten drede, IXC35 
But fwiche coloorg as growen in the mede. 
Or elles fwiche as men die with or peinte ; 
Colours of rhetorike ben to me qucnnte; 
My fpirit fefcth not of fwiche matere : 
But if you lufl my Tale fhul ye here. 1 1040 

THE FRANKELEINES TALE. 

\s Armorike, that called is Bretaigne, 

Ther was a knight that loved and did his peine 

To ferve a ladie in his befle wife, 

And many a labour, many a gret emprife. 

He for his lady wrought or fhe were wonne, i IO45 

For fhe was on the faireil under fonne, 

And eke therto comcn of fo high kinrede 

That wel unnethes durfl this knight for drede 

The Frankdeines TaU} Aureliust after much labour and coil 
bcftowcd to win the love of Dongcn, another man's wife, i» 
content in the end, throuph the pood dcalinp of her and her 
hufband, tolofe both h\» labour and colt. 'Flic fcope of this Talc 
fecmetb to be a contention of courtefy. Urry: 
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Tell hirfe hiB wo, his peine, and his diftr^fie : 

But at the lad flie for his worthinefle, IX050 

And namely for his meke obeyfance, 

Hath fwiche a pitee caofrht of his penance,' 

That prively (he fell of his accord 

To take him for hire hufbond and hire lord, 

(Of fwiche lordfhipas men han over hir wives) 11055 

And, for to lede the more in blifle hir lives, 

Of his free will he fwore hire as a knight 

That never in all his lif he day nc night 

Ne fhulde tdke upon him no maiflrie 

Agains hire will, ne kithe hire jaloufie, I ic 60 

But hire obey, and folwe hire will in al, 

As any lover to his lady fhal, 

Save that the name of foverainetee. 

That wold he han for (hame of his degree. 

She thonked him, and with ful gret humblefle IIC65 

She faide. Sire, fin of your gentillelTe 

Ye profren me to have fo large a reine, 

Ke wolde God never betwix us tweine. 

As in my gilt, were either wcrre or ftrif ; 

Sire, I wol be your humble trewe wif, . 1 10 70 

Have here my trouth, till that myn herte brefte. 

Thus ben they both in quiete and in reftc. 

For o thing, Sires, faufly dare I feie. 
That frendes cvcrich other muft obcic, 
If they wol longe holdcn compagnie : I IC75 

Love wol not be conflreined by maiftrie : 



i 
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Whan iqaillrie cMMth tho god of Ix>w anoa 

Betec}i his wiogjCi, |Ad, £urew<l, he u g«NU 

Love is a thing a* any ipint frc«. 

Women <yf kind defirtlilibertcey Iicte 

And not to be conftreincd ai a thral; 

And fo d6B men, if fothly J fay ihal. 

L.oke» who 'that {• moft patient in love 

He is at ^is atancag^e all above, 

Patience is an high vertue cextain* X f c %$ 

For it venquifheth^aaihife elerkes fain, 

Thinges that rigwur never (hatde atteine^ ' 

For every wqrd noen may not chide or pleine. 

Lerneth to fpfiren, or, (o mote I goo. 

Ye (hul it lerne whether ye wol or non ; i IC90 

For in this worl4 certain no wight ther is 

That he ne doth or (ayth ibmtime amis* 

Ire, fiknefle, or conAellatlon, 

Win, wo, or changing of €om]il6xion, 

Caufcth ful oft to don amis or fpeken : ^ <( 95 

On every wrong a man may not be wrcken. 

Afcer the time mud be temperance 

To every wight that can of governance : 

And therfore hath this worthy wife knight 

(To liven in efe) fuilrance hire behight, 1 1 rco 

And fhe to him ful wifly gan to fwere 

That never (huld ther be dcfaute in here. 

Here may men feen an humble wife accord; 
Thus hath ihe take hire fervaot and hire lord. 
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Servant in love and lord in mariag^. z 1IC5 

Than was he both in iordihlp and fcrvige t 

Senrage ! nay, bat in lordihip al above. 

Sin he hath both hu hdy and bis love ; 

His lady certes, and bis wilalfo, 

The which chat law of love accordeth to% 1 1 1 1^ 

And whan he was in this profperitee 

Home with his wif he goth to his iontrce. 

Not fer fro Penmark, ther his dvMlUng wan, 

Wher as he Ihreth in Blifife and in folat. 

Who coude tell, but he bad wedded be, z 1 1 1^ 
The joye, the eie, and the ^ofperitee, 
That is betwix an hulbond and his wif f 
A yero and more iafteth this blisful lif. 
Til that this knight, of which I fpake of (hut, 
That of Cairrud was ctepcd Arviragas, XI 1 39 

Shope him to gon and dwelle a yere or twaune 
In Englelond, that dcped was eke Bretaig ne, 

^. 1 1 1 1 3. Vet fer fro Tenmarkl The beft mflr. have blun- 
dered in this name ; they write it Fedmarh-; but mff. Sod. a, i, 
and cd. Ca. z, have it right — Penmark. The later editt. liavc 

cliangcd it ridiculoufly enough into Denmark. Penmark is 

placed in the maps u pen t he weilern coaft of Bretagne, between 
Breil and Port L'Orient. Walfingham mentions a defcent of the 
Engliih in 140J, apud Pcnarcb, (r. Pcrmarcb) p. 3(5p. See io- 
bineaUf H. de Bret. 1. 1, p. 503, In the fame hiftory de Penmarc 
occurs very firquendy as a family name. The etymolofty of 
the word, from p^n (ci^ut, mom J and taark Clime Sf regioj \» 
evidently Britilh. 

ir. 1 1 1 20. Cairrud} This word is alfo of Britilh original, fig- 
nifying the red city, as cair gutnt in this ifland fignified the* 
white city. Arviragus is a^ kivown Britilh name from the timr 
•fJuvenaU 
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And ckc Arviragai, in all this care, 

Hath fcnt his lettrct home of his welfare, X 1 13 o 

And that he wol come haftily again. 

Or dies had this Ibrwe hire herte ihin. 
Hire frendes faw hire forwe ^n to flake. 

And preiden hire on knees, for Goddes fake. 

To come and romcn in hir compagtiie, mss 

Away to driten hire darke fantaiie : 

And, finally, ihe grsmted that re qticd, 
For wel ihe faw that it was for the hell. 
Now ftood hire caftel fafte by the fee, 
And often with hire frendes walked (be, stitm 
Hire to difporten on the bank an hie, 
Wher as ihe many a ihip and bar^' fie 
Sailing hir conrs wher as hem liil to go ; 
But than was that a parcel of hire wo, 
For to hirefelf f ul oft, alas ! faid fhe, 1 1 1 65 

Is ther no ihip, of fo many as 1 fee, 
Wol bringen home my lord ? than were my Ijerte 
Al wariihed of his bitter peines fmerte. 

Another time weld ihe fit and thinke. 
And cad hire eyen doanward fro the brinkc ; 1 1 1 70 
But whan ihe faw the griily rocket hbke, 
For veray fere fo wold hire herte quake 
That on hire feet ihe might hire not fuftcnc : 
Than wold ihe fit adoun upon the grcue, 
And pitouily into the fee behold, 11^75 

And fay right thus^ with careful fikes cold : 
yUnai ir, B 



Sterne God! ihstthurf;!) thy pi 
\,edtl) thin woild by ccrtiio [joveriiince, 
In idcl, an men fain, ye nothing mike: 
But, Lord ! ihifc KtiQy fciidlf rockn bllki 
I'hnt renicn rather a foule ConfuCon 
Ol wcrk than any fiire crution 
Of iwid>c a patQt uifo God ind HAW, 
V'hy hnn ye wrnii^ht ihinotik uDrefonal 
Fur by ilu>n>--!c north, Ibuth.ne well, ncc 
'I'hcr u'i" yr<jllri.d iran, nc biid.i]e bcft : 
It diith 00 good lo my wit, but uioydh. 
See yc nut, I.oril ! huw minkind it dellray 
An hull Jri^d thnufind bodiet of muikind 
1 ha rrckc. f ^in. ■! be ihcy not in mind. 
Which mnnkiuJisro fiire psrt of thy wa 
■Ihnu madtfi i< like to Ihyn oiien mcrk. 
Thtiiiftmcth it, ye had igiei chcni'c 
TiiwsrdrranliJrid; but how ihaa may itb 
'1 liiit ye fui^lie menc' mike ii to dclLroyc 
Wli^cti nit ni'i> iton nu °niHl, buttvei anoy 
1 tvale wrl clribei wul fain a> hem Icfl, 
By ai^iDicutt, ihii all i> for the bcS, 
Thnugh 1 cc can the canfei nooghi yknoii 
Tui tbilkc (lod that made the wind to Mo 
Atbi |ie my lonl; thi>i>iry cunclulioiii 
TocleacsletelaUdifjmtifoii: 
Uni KuUe Hwl that all ihife rockebHake 
Wlic icDkiD iciu belle for liii fkkc i 



Thifc rockes flee min heirtc for the fere. 1 1 305 

Thus wold (he fay with many a pitous tere. 

, Hire frendes faw that it was no difport 

To romen by the fee, but difcomfort, 

And (hape hem for to plaien fomwher elles. 

They leden hire by rivers and by wclles, 1 12 10 

And eke in other places delitable ; 

They dancen, and they play at ches and tables. 

So on a day, ri^ht in the morwe tide, 

Unto a gardin that was ther befide. 

In which that they had made hir ordinance IIZT5 

Of vitaille and of other purveance. 

They gon and plaie hem all the longc day; 

And this was on the fixte morwe of May, 

Which May had peinted with his foftc fhoures 

This garden ful of Icves and of flourcs: IIZZO 

And craft of mannes bond fo curioufly 

♦Arrayed had this gardin trcwely, 

That never was ther gardin of fwiche pris. 

But if it were the veray Paradis. 

The odour of floures and the frcftie fight I IZ25 

Wold han ymaked any herte light 

That ever was born, but if to gret fikenefle 

Or to gret forwe held it in diflreffe. 

So ful it was of beautee and plefaiice. 

And after dinner gonnen they to dance 1 1230 
And fing alfo, fauf Dorigene alone, 
Which made alway hire compUiut andliirc nione, 

Bij 
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For O^e ne fayr him on the dance go 

That waf hire bviOboDcl md hire lam aUb & 

But nathel«9 ihe m^-^ ^mifMiie^- ■ I X 135 

And with good jiofie left hire ibrvseiUdf • 

Upon, this dance, amougei other iiie% 

Baqqed a fq^uierbefore Dor^en 

That freflier was %nd jolier otarnrf* 

As tot Aiy dovMf thiui itf the month of Msf. 11 140 

He fingeth, dapceth, paffing'any man 

That is or was dtf that the worhi began; 

Therwtth Jbio.>was, if meli ihuldhiiB diiiaive^ 

On of the befle faring o^eot on live ; \ . 

Yong, ftrppifi ai)d verttionsi aqd ricbe» and wife* 

And wel beloved, and holdcn in grec prile. i i»4i 

And, ihoitly, if the foth I tellen Ihal, 

Uavf ting of this Dorlgene at al, 

This lufly fquier, fervanc to Venos, 

Which that yclepcd was Aurelitts, I lajO 

Had loved hire bcft of any creatnre 

Two ycre and more, as wai hiAaventnTe, 

But never dffrft he tell hire hia grevanoe : 

Withontcn cup he dranke all his penance. 

^. 1 1 Z5Q. AurfUits} This oaxne, though of Roman orfghiaf , 
vfM common, we m«y prerupne^ among the Sritons. Ooe ol 
the princes mentioned by Glldas was called Aurelius Conanus; 
another Britiih king is named Aurrlios Ambrofius by Geffrey 
of Monmouth. U may be remarked of thisUft author, tb4t al- 
though he has not paid the leaft regaid to truth in hH nana« 
tion of (a&s he has been very attentive to probability in hn 
sujnes both of per(bns and pUces. 
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He "vna difpeired ; nothing dorfl he fay, mj 5 

Saaf m his fonges fomwhat wold he wrzj 

Hi» wo, as in a general complaining ; 

He faid he loved and was beloved nothing. 

Of fwiche matere made he many layes, 

Sooges, complaintes, roundels, virelayes ; 1 1 260 

How that he dorfte not his forwe telle. 

But languiiheth as doth a Furie in helle ; 

And die he mufb, he faid, as did Ecco 

For NarciiTus, that doril not tell hire wo. 

In other mancr than ye here me fay 1 1 265 

Ne doril he not to hire his wo bewray, 
Sauf that paraventure fomtime at dances, 
Thcr yonjfc folk kepen hir obfervances, 
ft may wel be he loked on hire face 
In fwiche a wife as man that axeth grace ; 1 1 270 
But nothing wide (he of h\^ entent. 
Narhdes ic happed or they thennes went, 
Becaufe that he was hire neighcbour, 
And was a man of worlhip and honour. 
And had yknowen him of time yore, "^^"^JS 

They fell in fpeche, and forth ay more and more 
Unto his purpos drow Aureliu>, 
And whan he faw his time he falde thus : 

ir. 1 1252. at dotb a Furie in belle] It is a jirCy in mlT. C. r, 
^Jk. I. 2, HA. which ;^crhaps ought to have bten followed, 
Uiough i cannot fay that I well undcrftarid either of the read- 
ag«*. tliry and fuyr have bten cunfuundcd before, ver. 26S6. 

BJij 
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Midtme, quod he, by God that thU «ocM BW 
Sochal twill it might ynurtwrte glade, 
[ wold that day that youc ArvingHi 
Went ovuc fee thai i Aureliut 
Hid wen t (iier I Ihuld uever cwiK ajcan. 
Fur viel I wot my fervice iiin vain; 
Kty guerdon o'>> but breQiag of miti herte. 
Madame, racib upan.my peinofaiemi. 
Foe with a word yamaymeDDCDorlaTe. 
Here at your feet God wold that I were gtavc 
I ne have a> now do Icifu mote to (ey : 
Havi: mercy, fwow ! or ye nol do me dey. 

SLe gall toloke uponAnreliin: 
In thM your will, (quod ihe) ind (ay ye thus ? 
Ntver erll (quod ihe) ne will 1 what yo racnt. 
But BOW, ^urtlJE, I koow your cDtcni. 
By thilhe God that ya[ Die foule and tif 
Nc dial I rie»ot hcu jn unUewe wif 
In wordnc werk, isferHl baie wit; 
1 wol ben his to wham that 1 amluiit: 
'J'ake thiifoTGDaluifweruDfine. 
But after that in play thnlaidc (he : 

AureliL, (quod Ihe) by high God aboTc 
n you to ben your lore. 



(ain iyourcefopiiouflycomplai 
Lake, what day that cndelong Bre 
Ye Tcmue ill the rockeg (Ion by Ot 
That they ne htten fiiip ne boje to 



I fay, whs^ Im Mu inwde- the coft £o «leM 

Of rockestUut ihor ii*it ao don yiene* 

Than wol I loire ypu bell of any man i 

Have here my Uouthv in all that et er I can, 1 13 1 o 

For wel I wo^ that it fhaX never betide* 

Let fwiche folie out of your herte gUde t 

What deintee'jGhmkI a man have in hialif 

For jto go 4ov«. another manpes wif 

That hath:hire body whan that ever htm liketh ? 

Am-elius ful often ibce liketh : 11316 

Is thcr non other grace in you f quod he. 

No, by ths^t Lord, quod (he, that maked me. 
Wo was Aurelie whan that he (his herd^ 
And with a forwefol herte he thus anfwerd : I1320 

Mad^e, qqod he, this wene impoffible; 
Thau mofte I die of foden deth horrible. 
And with that word he turned him anon. 

Tho come hire other frendes nuioy on. 

And in the alleyes romed up and doun, I ' 3 ^I 

And nothing wift of this coDclufioun, 

But fodenly bfgonnen revel newe. 

Til that the brighte fonne had loft his hewe. 

For the orixoot had reft the fonne his light, 

(This is as much to fayn as it was night) 1 1 339 

And home they gon in mirthe and in folas, 

Sauf only wrecche Aurelius, alas! 

-^. 1 1 31 7« Is tber mn other grace} I have inferted thcfe two 
lines in this place upon the authority of mf. A. AipporteU by 
mS. E. Bod, 9. They have ufuiUy been placed after ver. 1 1 310* 



Yc knoire we!* Lofd, that rigkt.u hire defire 

J« to ^ quiqked tnd lighted of your fire. 

For which ihc folwetk you ful befily, 

Right fo the fee defireth naturelly 

To folwen hire, a^ &e that is goddeflc ii 

Both in the fee and risers more and IciTe : 

Wherfoce, I^ord Phebus ! (his is my reqtidib, 

l}o this miracle, pr d9 tnin herte bred^ 

That now next at this oppofitioii, 

Which ip the figife Ibal be of the Leon, it 

As preycth Hire fo-gret a flood to brings 

Ths^tfive fadome at the left it overfpring 

The higheA rock in Arroorike Bretaigne^ 

And let this flood endtren yeres twaine; 

Than certes to my lady may I fay, ll 

Holdeth your heft, the rockes ben away. 

hot A Phebu^l this miracle doth for mis,. 

Prey hire ihc go no fafter cours than ye; 

I fay this, preyetKyoar fuftcr chat (he go 

No fafter cpur» than ye thife yerea two> 1 J 

Than ihal ihe ben even at fui^Wray, 

And fpring-floodUften bothe night and day. 

And but ihe vo^cheiaufin fwiche manere 

To graunten me fitry Ibvcraine lady dere. 

Prey hire to iink/eo every rock adoun I 

Into hire owen derke re^ioun 

Under jthe ground, ther Pluto dwelleth io. 

Or nevermo fhtl I my Udy win. 
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THE FRANKELElN'nS TALE. ^J 

Sauf of his brother, which that was a clerk : 

He knew of all this wo and all this werk; 

l^r Mr non other creature certain 

Of this matere he dorfte no word fain : 1 14 20 

Under his breft he bare it more fccrce 

Than ever did Pamphihis for Galathee. 

His breft was hole withouten for to fcen. 

But in his herte ay was the arwe kene. 

And wel ye knowe that of a furfanure II 425 

In furgerieis perilous the cure^ 

But men might touch the arwe or come therby. 

His brother wepcth and waileth privcly, 
Til at-the laft him fell in remembrance 
That while he was at Orleaunce in France, 1143d 
As yonge clerkes that ben likerous 
To reden artes that ben curious 

'^. 1 1422. Pamphilus for .Galatbee2 Mr, Urry, mlflcd by his 
cUfiical learning, has altered th's moft liccntloufly — 

Than Poljpbetnus dld/»r Calatbft. 
But the allution is plainly to the fird lines of a Latin poeni 
which was very popular in the time of Chaucer, in which one 
Pamphilus gi vc« a hiftoryof his amour with Galatea."Thc poem 
begins thus, mf. Cottotti Titus. A. xx. ; 

Liber Pampbili. 
VatneroT et cUurum portn Tub peAore telain» 
CrefcU et affidiie plaga dolorque mihi. 
Et ferientis adbuc non audeo dicere nomeot 
Ne c finet arpedlun pUga videre Tuus. 

Thi« poem by the name of Pampbilus is quoted In our Author** 

Meiibeus. It is extant in mf. in many libraries, and it has alfo 

been printed more than once. Leyjir, H'tji. Poet. Midii ^cvi, 

p, ZQ71, (1 17 1.) Catal. Gaiinat. n. 2233, 2234. 
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Sckcn in CTtiry haike and every heroe 

Partlculer fciences for to lerne, 

lie him remembred that upon a day I'43i 

At Orleaance inftiidic a book •it lay 

Of magike naturel, which his felavr 

That was that time a bacheier of faiw, 

Al were he (her to lerne another craft, 

H ad prively upon hiw deik yUft ; 1 1440 | 

Which book fpake moche of operattODi t 

Touching the eight-aod>twenty manfioni 

That iongen to the monc, and fwiche folie 

As in our dayes n^is not worth a flir; 

For holy cherches feith, in our bcleve, 11445 

Nc fujfrtth non illuiion us to greve. 

And whan this book was in his remembrance 

Anon for joyc his herte gan to dance, 

And to himfdf he faied privdy, 

My brother (hal be wariflicd haftily; II4jO 

For I am fiker that ther be fciences 

By which men maken divers apparences 

Swiche as thife fubtil tre^i^toures play; 

i'or r.ft at feflc* have I wcl herd fay 

tr . 1 1 4n- tregetoares} The profeflwn of a jncuUtor or jup- 
gler was anciently very comprchtnfivc, at appears from thb 
pair.ii:c (.^.xV.cBreviari ePjttnors. [Sec xhcDiJcourfi^l^c. 0.25.3 

AKrc'Vi peccan lij^flar^ 
(<^c fTatto canSar thalar^ 
11 .Ta^Hj tttcar efirumrtiM^ 
U M..^on encantar \u Rens, 
O '.T?.c jutra Joglayrb 

In the time ot Chaucer the perfons whnexercifed the firft men* 
ChuctJ l>j-jii;lic'9 of the <^ were caUcd gencrftUj^ Minfircls, 9^1 
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That tregctounci, within an halle large, I M5 5 

Have made come in a water and a barge, . 

the name of Jogelour was. In a manner, appn.priarsd to thoft: 

iwho by Beight uf hand and inAchincs pruduceil Tudi iliufu.r.i 

of the fenfes as arc ufually fuppofcd to be cfieded by cncliant- 

ment. [Sec above, vcr» 7049.3 Tliis fpedcs t'f joRclour is here 

called a tregitour. They are joined together in compaiiy wuli 

tnagicianSf/f. of F. iii. 169 j 

Tlier faw I fp\\^it\(^;osHoun, 
MaKieiem and trazctoun^ 
And Phitoiieffc!i,charmcr<tr c t' ■ 
And clerke* «kc. which roiinc wcl 
AH this ma^ikt fialunll. 

Sec alfo the following vtr. i S7 — 191 . If we compare the 

feats of the trcgctoun^ a< dcfcribcd in this paJHijic, with thofc 
whi'-h are afterwards perfurmcd by tlie cUrkcs nui^iL' K.r tlic 
entertii'iment oHiis cuefls, [vtr. 1 1 ^o 1 - - 1 1 5 1 9, j wc (ha 11 {".nd 
them very fimihr, and they m.iy licth be illullrrtieJ by the fol* 
lowing account >a iiich Slrjohn Mandevillt haift |.m ven of tlie ex- 
hibitions before tlie Ofctc Uliaii; ** And than comcnyc^i.'/^jirr 
•* and encbartiouns, that 'Ion inar.y inarvayllck; for tl:ty ma- 
** ken to come in the ayr tl:e f-n..- and the mone, be fcinin^c 
•* to every mannc* fight: and alter they i)ialcL*n the nyjjht ft> 
** derk that no man may fee no thing : drid aftre they mnkcn 
•* the day to come aycn fair and ; Icf.int with bri^;Iic fonne to 
** every manncs fight : andthanthey bringen indauacesofthc 
•* fairclt damyfclles of the world and rlchcll arrayed : and aftrir ■ 
** they makcn to comen in other damyfcUcs, brlngingccoiiptsi 
«* of goUl ruUe of mylk of dyverfe belles, and yeven drynke to 
•* lordcs and to ladycs: and than they make kny-htes to jcu- 
*• ften in armcs fulle luftyly; and they rcnncn togidrc a >;rec 
•* randoum,and they frunchentogidcrc tulle fiercely, and ihcy 

•* brckcnherefpcrc^foTudclythAtihctiunthounsfieninrprote-i 
«' and i>cc cs alle alV'Ute the halle : and than they make to u mio 
•' in huntyng for the hertand for the boor, with hrundcs len- 
•' ning with open inoulhe. And many ol!icr ihinj'c.-> thoy I'oa 
•* be cr^'V of hir enJuuntemcntes, that it is rnarvey'e h-i to 
fee. And fuche playca of defpurt they make til the taking 
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y\ nd in the haJlc rowen up and doun ; 

Sop.^.time hath lemed come a grim leoon, 

*' up of the boordes.** Mand. Trav. p. 185, 6. Sec alfop. atfij 
** Alii wiicr it be by craft or by nygroinancyc I w.'t ncrc"— 
Tlic il1i>flary derives tre?::our from the barb. Lat. trks:3r, but 
1 1: J ilci ' vatives ot" that family are trkteur, tricbirie, trick, Is^c. 
liux can I fii.d the \yard trcgetmir in any langua^re but our own. 
I' iVeins cle.irly to be fonri'.'cl from treget^ which '\% frequently 
\;;V;: by Chaucer foi ./i?.v;V, Impyhtre^ R.R,6x6i^ <S3'i» 6'3z5 ; 
a-.. I fo is trcgrfy^ IhU. o 374- 63^*- From wlience trfget itfelf 
r<.' j iiave Ixcn ilcrived is more difficult to fay, but I obfcrvc 
til !' f*':'iu'het ^thc French name for a rrilitnry engine) is called 
bv \.\\:i\\ccv:r: regit. R. R. 6271), and by Knighton, 2<57J, irfp- 
i.-t . and that this f.\Tnc w ;rd trcbuchc*^ in French, ii^nitied 
?.''o a maclvne f.T vratvhij'.g birds. Du Caii?:.,'\n v. T.ey^ct; 
•' ' -nc .ipv<^'''^t;o;nanrit npiid n..-? iiulruTPcntis. aut tr.aclrnu- 
*' "■.. r-.u; enijs et Lii'l'ilibus. ad c.iprand;is «viciilas. Ilascr.ini 
*• <''.:nnipn :.\'':::b:ts appelL^raus.*' Muratorl^ in h's W/.7/7. 
/' ' .'7:, nif. XXVI. p. 4"^ iiiforuis us ».h»t it .1! 'ic.hcUj or 
/ '- ,-'■''.// -'.in ltil':tn, (which hee.vpl.iins k* Ih.^ ihc fr.mc z\ 
i-\ ■ i" hcf in I'rcnch" I'.j^niried alfo a:u>lhcr inlirumcnt of fr.iud, 
V 'iici: hcdclcribes tli:is ; ** ixculis Itaiiir turbaiiifinvs — -n ufu 
*' !iitrc lorcrrima infidiarui'i loca, id cfl, in cubicilis p.ivimcn- 
*' f.ini perfontum, ac lipnod tabula :R':bjtn ap.tllalunt^ ita 
" .T.ute coopcrtum, ut qui improvide alteram taiinlrc p:rtvm 
•' ■ ji'.M-tus prcmeret, ceilcnte iplA in ima rucrct." This was 

f !■ .r ly a fpecics of trapdorn-. The nader will juJp;c whc- 

thvi r'lc nc^etour may not poH'-hly have been fo called from 
I-.;., 'nii.itmt ufe of thde inr.dious maciupts in his i^peratlv>r.8, 
'I ?'"•.'. a j'.re:'.r deal of machinery was rcquif:te to pri.duce 
t ■•• . . i-.ucncch or illulions enumerated by Chaucer in this j af- 
(V. '.< .^■ very certain ; but not lonp atter the art of a t*-cgctour 
1. v.i' to have hccn reduced to that of a modern jupjilcr, mere 
; ; ■ '.: < f hand. In Lydj^ate's tranllation of The D^nce of Ma- 
i -rr. mf. H.r,!. 1 1<5, he has introduced a tr^i.'iour fpeaklng 

t !'■.;. :, 

"•ri.,-.trmv aviilcmank>ndc [f. tn/!$ikLj nalurale. 
Or any ir.'vfic IhcwcJ 1)) aiparonr*, 
(• I'- .if.- oj" •'t.To* ^thc ». (.clo.iialc, 
0. tf Acer, all the 'alli:cutc. 
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And fomtime floures fpring as in a mede, 
Somtime a vine, and grapes white and rede, t 14 60 
Somtime a caftel ai of lime and (Ion, 
And whan hem liketh voidcth it anon : 
'I'hus fenieth it to every mannes light. 

Now than conclude I thus ; if that \ might 
At Orleaunce fom olde fela w find 1^465 

That hath thife mones mantions in mind, 
Or other magikc naturel above, 
He ihuld wel make my brother have hi* love ; 
For with an apparence a clerk may make;, 
To mannes fight, that all the rockes bl4ke 1 14 70 
Of Bretaignc were y voided evcrich on, 
And fliippes by the brinke comen ami gon. 
And in fwiche forme endure a day or two : 
Than were my brother warilKed of his wo, 
Than mull fhe nedes holden hire behcfl, 1 1 4 75 

Or elles he fhal ihame hire at the left. 

What fliuld I make a lengerTale of this f 
Unto his brothers bed he comen is, 

Ayenll deth to fland at defence ? 
Lygarde dc uiayne now helpUb mc right nought. 
Farewell m> craft and all fucft l^picnce, 
For Deth hath more mai.'ric* ihan 1 ha.e wruusht. 
He has alii) the lollowiiijtfpeech ui Deathto a timuus irczetourj 
Maiitcr John ilvkcU, fumliine tiwgitour 
Of niihlu Henri Kinge nf Entflelnnd, 
And of France ihe mignty conCjUcroar, 
For ail the fli-iitliteit and iiirnynj^ of ihynp honde 
Thou inuii coniti nure this tWucc to underltunde: 
Mou;;ht may avr.ii all .h, ci.nclmloiii, 
Fur Ttetb fliurlly, nether nn lec not londe, 
]• Aut dyfccyvcd by nL<un illulicns. 

Cij 



AnA fwicheccunJortheynf him (oilOgim 

Tn Orleauiicc Out he op ftert inon, 
Aiil' od hi> wajr forthnard [bao iihebrr. 
In hnpc fiu lo ben liflcdoFhucaie. 

\\'han thcj were cDme almoft to that due, 
But if It were a two fuilong or three, 
A yniige clerk ruHiing by binfclf they mette, 
>\'hii!li that in Latine thriftily hem ^rctlc t 
And after thai he fayd a wander thing ; 
1 know, quod he, the caufe of ynui Cuming : 
And or they lorthcr loy [oate wctic 
He told hem M that vm in hit eiiti:Dt. 

l'hi>r>rc'^!IiclcrkhiTuaiedoffdaii'e« 
Tht which he had yVnown io old: riawes, 
And he aofwercd hint that tbf y dcde were. 
Far \Thichh< wept ful often nianya tere, 

D.»in of hii hor> Auriliut h'ght anoa. 
And forth with thii magicicn iigon 
Ilnnie to hiihnut, nnd made hem wel atrTe : 
lleni 1-acked no vitaiJle that nii^ht hein plefc. 

,,iurL-tiu» in hib lif raw never aoa. 

H.: (hewed him, or (hey went to fouperc, 
F<ircrii.-.,p]ike(,fulDfwildedere: 



:Tfai<-hcha.i 
;ii.(llliat' 



Bithhirhor 



with ei 



}1<^ r.av '.if hem an hundred Haiti with hoanden 
And foui with arwci ble^e oi bjticr wouodu: 
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\ie faw, when Toided were the wilde dere, 
Thife faucoaers upon a faire r'lvcrc 
That with hir haukes han the heron flain. 

Tho faw he knightes juflen in a plain : I li lo 
And after this he did him fwiche plefance, 
That he him ihewed his lady on a dance. 
On which himfclven danced, as him thought. 
And whan this maifter, that this magike wrought, 
Saw it was time, he clapped his hondes two, 1 1 j 15 
And farewel, ai the revel is ago ! 
And yet femued they never out of the hous, 
"While they faw all thifc fightes merveillous, 
But in his ftudie, ther his bookes be, 
Theyfaten ftill, and no wight but they three, iijao 

To him this maifler called his fquier. 
And fayd him thus, May we go to fouper f 
Almofl an houre it is, I undertake, 
Sin I you bade our fouper for to make. 
Whan th:it thife worthy men wenten with me ll < 25 
Into my ftudie ther my bookes be. 

Sire, quod this fquier, whan it liketh you, 
It i^ al redy, though ye wol right now. * 

Go we than foupe-, quod he, as for the heft ; 
Thifc amorous folk fonuime mofte han reft. 1 1530 

At after fouper fell they in tretce 

What fumme (huld this maiftcrs guerdon be 

To reniue all the rcckcs of Dretaigne, 

And eke from Geroundc to the mouth of Sainc. 

/■I ... 
L iij 
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He made it flrange, and fwore,'£o God hixn fave, 
hefft than a thoufand pound he wold not have, 
Kc gkdly for that fuddme he wold not goa. 115 $7 

Aurelius with bliaful herte anon 
Anfwered thus; Fie on a thoufand pound! 
Thia wide world, which that men fayn is round, 
] wold it yeve, if I were lord df it. . 11^41 

This bargaine is ful drive, for we ben knit. 
Yc ihul be paied trewely, by my trouth ; 
]sut loketh} for non hegUgcnce or flouth 
Ye tarie us here no lenger than to morwe.- 1 1545 
K:iy, quod this clerk, have here my faith to borwe. ' 

I'o bed is gon Aurelius whau him left. 
And wel nigh all that night he had his reiU 
U hat for his labour and his hope of bliiTe 
1 lis woful herte of penance had a li0e. 1 7559 

Upon the morwe whan that it was day 
To Bretaigne token they the righte way, 
Aureiie, and this magicien him befide. 
And ben defcended ther they wold abide : 
And this was, as the bookes me remember, 11S5S 
T he colde f roily fcfon of December. 

Phcbus waxe old and hewed like Laton, 
1 hat in his bote declination 
Shunc as the burned gold with ftremes bright ; 
But now in Capricorne adoun he light, 1 1^ 6p 

Wher as he (hone ful pale, 1 dare wel faiQ. 
The biita frcflc with the fleet and rai^ 
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pcftroyed hatb the grene In every yeid; 

Janus fit by the fire with double berd. 

And drinketh.of his bugle horn the wine ; . 1156^ 

Beforn him ftant branne of the tuiked fwine, 

And Nowel crieth every lufly man. 

Aurelius in all that ever he can 
Doth to his maifterchere and reverence, 
And praiethhim to don his diligence 1 1 5 70 

To bringen him out of his peines fmerte, 
Or with a fwerd that he wold flit his herte. 

This fotil derk fwiche routh hath on this man, 
That night and day he fpedeth him that he can 
To wait a time of his concjufion ; ^^5fS 

This is to fayo, to make iilufion, 
By fwiche an apparence or joglerie, 
(I can no tcrmes of aftrologi •) 
That fte and ervcry wight fliuld wene and fay 
1 hat of Brctaigne the rockes were away, I Ij 80 
Or elles they were fonken under ground. 
So at the laft he hath his time yfound 
To make his jape* and his wretchedncffc 
Of fwiche a fuperfiitlous curfedneffe. 

^. 1 1567. And Nmvelcrietbl ^^oe7, in French, is derived from 
r.atalis^ and (ipniticd originally aery of joy at Chriftmas, " Lc 
•' jour nat;fl dc notrc Sci|rncur.** MfnagCy in v. Nouel. It was 
afterwards the ufual cryof the people upon all occafionfi of joy 
and teliivJty. Hijl. de Charles HI. par Cbartter^ p. 3, at the pro- 
clamation of H. VI. ** Fut cri6 fur ia foflfc de fon pcre a haute 
•• voix, Vive le Roy Henry, Roy dc France ct d'Anplfterre ;*• 
find " Avec ccla fut cric A'o^/, des afllitans, confortans lefditi 
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lils tables Toletancs forth he brooght, I ij Sj 

Ful wcl correded, that ther lacked nought, 

Nother his collet^ ne his expans yeres, 

Nothcr. his rotc» nc his other geres. 

As beD his centres and his argumeotesy 

And his proportionel convenientei, S'i 90 

For his equations in every thing : 

And by hid eighte fperes in his werking 

He knew ful wel how fer Ahiath was ihore 

Fro the hed of thilke fix Aries above 

That in the ninthe fpere conddcred ib : ^^593 

Ful fotilly he calculed all this. 

Whan he hnd found his firile manfion 

He knew the rcmenant by proportion. 

And knew the rlfing t)f his mone wel. 

And in whos face, am' »''rme, and every del; ll6co 

And knew fui wel the mones maniion 

Accordant to his operation ; 

And knewalfo his other ohfervances, 

For fwiche illuilons and fw iche mtfchances 

As Hethen folk uftd in thilke daics ; 1 1605 

For which no lenger maketh he dtlaies, 

i/^. 1 1585. His talUs Toktanes'} Tlie aftronomica! tables cotn- 
^lofcd by order cjf Alpliorfo X. Kinjr of Callile, r.l.t.ul the middle 
of tlic 13th century', were called ruineciincs 7u.'«i> Tolcr.Jn.r, 
from their bcinp adapted to the city otTolcdo. There is a very 
clt'nant copy of them In nif. Hurl. 3647. I am not fuiVicicnily 
(killed in the ancient alironomy to add any ihinjr to the c\- 
]>lanat ion of the followine technical ttrmh (divv^M tliitfiy from 
tho(c tables; whicii has been ^ivcu in the adJit. to C>U-ir. L'l r. 
r. Sx/ansjcrcs. 
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But ^hnrgh hw fnogilui, for a day or tway. 
It (enyed all the todoee w«re away. 

AureliuS| which thaA deipelted is 
Whether he fhdX han hit love of fare amis, 1 1610 
A waitcth night and day on this miracle ; 
And whan he koew th^t ther was non obflacle, 
Tliat voided were thife rockes everich on, 
Doun to his maifbers feet he fell anon. 
And fayd,.l,woful wretch Aurelius, I1615 

'J'hankc you, my lord, and lady niin Venus, 
That me han holpen fro my cares cold. 
And to the temple hJB way forth hath he hold, 
Theras he kriew he ihuld his lady fee ; 
And whao he faw his time anon right he 1 162Q 
With dredful herte and with fol humble chcre 
Salued hath lii.^ ^vciatnc lady dere. 

My Rightful Lady, ((irod tlxis woful man. 
Whom I moil drede aitd lovtf as 1 bcft can. 
And lotheft wera of all thi« world difplcfe, 1 1 62| 
N*erc.it that { for you have fwiche difcfc 
'i^hat I mud die here at your foot anon. 
Nought wold Itell how me is wo begon; 
But certes other muft I die Or plaine; 
Yc fle me gijltclesior veray peine : 1 1 650 

But of my deth thouj^h that ye han no routh 
Avifcth you or that you broke your trouth : 
Repcntetli you, for thilkc C5od above, 
Qt yc me lie, becaufc that 1 you love : 
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For, Madaine, wel ye wot e what ye ha-ve hight ; 

Not that I chalenge any thing of right 1 1636 

Of you niy foveraine Lady, but ofgrace; 

But in a gardin yond, in fwiche a place, 

Ye wcte rij^ht wcl what ye behighten me, 

And inmyn hond your trouthe plighttn ye 1 1640 

To love mc bcft : God wotc ye faied fo, 

Although that I onworchy be therto. 

Madame, 1 fptke it for the honour of you» 

More than to fa we my hcrtes lif right now, 

I have don fo as ye commanded me, 1 1 645 

And if ye vouchefauf yc may go fee. 

Both as you lift, have your bcheft in mind. 

For quick or ded right thcr ye (hul me find. 

In you iith all to do me live or dey, 

But wcl I wote the rockcs ben awey. 1 1650 

He taketh his leve, and fhe aftonied flood; 
In all hire face n'as o drope of blood : 
She wencd never han come in fwiche a trappe. 

Alas ! quod fhe, that ever this fhould happe ! 
For wend I never by poilibilitee 1 1 655 

That fwiche a monftre or mcrvaille might be : 
It is af;ain the procelTe of Nature. 
And home ilie goth a forwefui creature; 
For veray fere unnethes may fhe go. 
She wepetli, waileth, all a day or two, 1 1660 

And fwountth that it routhe was to fee, 
But why it was to no wight tolde fhe, 
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For out of toun was g^on Arvirag^s ; 

But to hirefclf (he fpake, and faied thus. 

With face pale, and with ful fory chere, 1 1665 

In hire complaint, a^ ye (hul after here. 

• • Ala.s! quod (he, on thee. Fortune, I plain, 

That unaware hiift mc wrapped in thy chain, 

Fro which to efcapcn wotc I no foccour 

Sauf only dcthorellesdlihonour: I1670 

On of rhife two Wioveth mc to chefe. 

But iiathcles, yet had I lever lefe 

My lif thsji ot my body have a fliame. 

Or hno'.v myfclvcn t'alfc, or lefe my name : 

And with aiy «lotli [ m.^y be quit y wis ; ^^^75 

Hatli thcr nc>t luaiiv a noble wif or this. 

And many a maid, yfiaine hirefelf, alas! 

Rather than with hire body don trefpas? 

Yes ccrtes ; lo, thifj ftorics here witnclTe. 

Wlun thirty tyrants ful of curfednclle ll6Z% 

Had flain l*Iudon in Athens at the fcrt, 

They comniuudLu his doughtrcn for to arreft 

And brii:;^en hem bcfornc hem in dcfpit 

Al naked, to fuifdl hir foule delit; 

And in hir fadres blood they made hem dance 1 1685 

Upon the pavement, God ycve hem mcfchance! 

For which ihiie woful maidens, ful of drcdc, 

PvP.thcr than thty wold Itfc hir maidenhcde, 

They privcly ben ftert into a welic, 

And (irtint hrmfelven, as the bookes telle. I1690 

V. II .'.- .). .'/ :/:;fo]-:' b:re 'viinfj'il 'rii'-y arc alltakcn from 
Hiii-ony nus io.uru jivittianu.'iif I. i. c. 39. 
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For, Madame, wel ye wote 5what ye Ka'fc iught; 
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Not that I chalenge any thing of right 
Of you n^y foveraine Lady, hot orgrace; 
But in a gardin yond, in fwiche aplace^ 
Ye wcte ri;]jht wd what yc behighttn me. 
And in myn hond your troutbe ptightcn ye 
To love me beft : God wotc yc faicd fo. 
Although that. I onworthy be therto. 
Madanic, 1 fpt-ke it for the honour of you. 
More than to fave my hcrtes lif right now, 
I have don fo as ye commanded me, 
And if yc vouchefauf ye may go fee. 
Doth as you lift, have your bcheft in mind. 
For quick or ded right thcr yc (hul me find. 
In ycu lith all to do me live or dey, 
But wel 1 wote the rockea ben awcy. 

He taketh his leve, and fhe ailonied ftood ; 
In all hire face n'as o drope of blood ; 
She wencd never han come in fwiche a trappe. 

Alas ! quod Ihe, that ever this ihould happe ! 
For wcrnd I never by poffibilitee r 

That fwiche a monllre or mcrvaille might be : 
It is again the proceiTe of Nature. 
And home ftie goth a forwcful creature; 
For vcray fere unnethes may flie go. 
She wepeth, waileth, all a day or two, 
And fwountth that it routhe was to fee, 
But why it was to no wight toldc flic, 
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For out of toun was g^oii Arvirag^us ; 

But to hirefelf (he fpake, and faied thus. 

With face pale, and with ful fory chere, ' 1 1665 

In hire complaint, an ye (hul after here. 

.' Alas ! quod (he, on thee, Fortune, I plain, 

That unaware haft me wrapped in thy chain. 

Fro which to efcapen wote I no fuccour 

Sauf only dethor ellesdiihonour: I1670 

On of thife two hehoveth me to chefe. 

But iiatheles, yet had I lever lefe 

My lif thjui ot" my body have a fii'ame, 

Or know myfelven ialL*, or lefe my name : 

And with my doth I m.iy be quit ywis j X1675 

Hath ther not uianv a noble wif or this. 

And many a maid, yfiaine hircfelf, alas! 

Rather than with hire body don trefpas? 

Yes certes ; lo, thife ilorics here witncffc. 

Wlian thirty tyrant? ful of curfedneffe ll6Z% 

Had flain Phidon in Athens at the fcft, 

They commanded his doughtren for to arrefl 

And briiigen hem bcforne hem in defpit 

Al naked, to fulfill hir foulc delit; 

And in hir fadres blood they made hem dance 1 1685 

Upon the pavement, God yeve hem mefchance! 

For which thife woful maidens, ful of drcde, 

R.ather than thty wold Icfc hir maidenhedc, 

They privcly bi'n ftert into a welle, 

And drcint hpmfelven, as the bookes telle. 1 1 696 

ir. 1 If'--). :!/:/: Jior'-:' bcrcrv\tnfjfel Theyare all taken from 
HUrony-nui couira Jovi/iianunii 1. i.e. 39. 
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They of MelTcnc let enqucre and fckc 
Of Lacedomie iifty maidens tke 
On which they vrolden don hir iechvn'e; 
But ther wasaon of all that cotnpagnie 
Tiiat ihe,n*as fl&ioe, and' with a glad cntent II695 
dices rather for to dien than afTcnt 
To ben opprciTed of hire maidenhede. 
Why (huld I than to dien ben in drcde? 

I.o eke the tyrant Arilloclides, 
That loved a maid hight Stiniphalidei, XI7CO 

Whan that hire father ilaine was on a night, 
Unto Diaoes temple goth fhc right, 
And hente the image in hire handes two, 
Fro which image wold fhe never go ; 
No wight her handes might of it arrace 1 I^OJ 

Til fhc was flainc right in the felve place. 

Now fin that maidens hadden fwiche dcfptt 
To be defoulcd with mannes foule dclit, 
Wcl ought a wif rather hircfclven He 
Than bcdcfoulcd, asitthinkcth me. IX710 

What fliall fayn of Hafdrubalea wif. 
That at Cartage bcraft hircfclf hire lif ? 
For whan Ihc faw that Romains wan the toun 
She toke hire children all, and faiipt adoun 
Into the fire, and chees rather to die 1 1 7 'i 

Than any Ron)ain did hire vilanie. 

Math not Lucrece yflainc hireftlf, alas ! 

At Rome, whan that fhe oppreffcd wat 

» 
I 



TBB iTftAKKtLElNIS TALI. 37 

Of Tarqoine ? for hire thought it was a ihame 

To liven whaa ihe hadde loft hire name. 1 1 7 %c> 

The feven xnaidenH of Milefie alfo 
Han daine hemfelf, for veray drede and wo. 
Rather than folk of Gaule hem ihuid oppre0*e. - 

Mo than a thonfand ilories, as I geife, 
Coude I now tell as touching this matere* 1 1 725 

Whan Abradate was ilain, his wif fo dere 
Hirefelven flow, and let hire blood to glide 
In Abradates woundes depe and wicfe. 
And fayd, My body at the iefte way 
Ther ihal no wight defoulen if I may. Z 1 730 

What (huld I mo enfamples hereof fain ? 
Sin that fo many han hemfdven flain, 
Wei rather than they wold defouled be, 
I wol conclude that it is bet fur me 
To flc myfclf than be defouled thus : ^^735 

1 wol be trewe unto Arviragus, 
Or elies ile myfelf in fome manere, 
As did Dcmotiones doughter dere, 
Becaufc ilie wolde not defouled be. 

O Sedafus ' it is ful gret pitee 1 1 740 

To reden how thy dou^htren died, alas! 
That flowe hemfelvcn for fwiche maner cas. 

As gret a pitee was it, or wel more, 
The I heban maiden that for Nichanore 
Hirefelven flo'A' right for fwiche manere wo. 1 1 745 
Another Fhcban may den did right fo, 
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For on of Macedoine had hire oppneflied; 
She with hire deth hire maidenhedredreficd. 

What fiial I fiuD of Nicerates wif. 
That for fwicfae cas beralt hirefelf hire lif ? 1 1 ; JO 

How trewe was eke to Aicifaiades 
His love, that for tadien rather chees 
Than for to faffre hit body iinbaried be ? 

Lo, which a wif was Alceile eke ? (quod (he) 
What fayth Homere of good Penelope t ^^ISS 

All Grece knoweth of hire diailitee. 

Parde of Laodomia is written thus. 
That whan at Troye was ilain Prothefilans 
No Icnger wolde fhe live after his day. 

The fame of noble Portia tell I may ; X 1 760 

Withoutcn Brutus conde (he not live. 
To whom (he had all hoi hire hcrte yevc. 

The parfit wif hood of Artemifie 
Honoured is thurghout all Barbarie. 

O Teuta qucnc ! thy wifly chafliiee II7^i 

To alle wives may a mirrour be. 

Thus plained Dorigene a day or twcy, 
Purpofing ever that (he wolde dcy ; 
But nathclcs upon the chriddc night 
Home came Arviragus, the worthy knight, II 77O 

^. 1 1 7(5f». To die «»/-wf j] After this vcrfc the two fuUowing 
are found in fevers I tnff. ; 

The Taiue thing I Tay of BUu* 
Of KhiK<«;;oiic and iif V;ilc« ia 

but as they aic wanting in infT. A. C. i, Ajh. I, z, UX iw; 
not uawiiling to leave tlicin out. 



TBtl nLAMSBLCINSS TALB. $f 

And axed birrwhj that ihe weep £0 (ere I 

A'nd ihe gan wepen ever Ic&gcr the more. 

Alas, <iuod ihe, that ever I was jbornei 

Thus have I faid, (qtiodihe) thns have Ifworoe. 

And told him ail, as ve have herd before : X x 7 75 

It nedeth not rehcric it yon no more. 

This huibond with gbd chere, in frendly wife, 
Anfwerd and fay d as I flial you devifc ; 
I« ther ought elles, Dorijircoe, but thtt f 

Nay , nay , quod flie, Ood helpe me fo. as wis 1 1 7 80 
This is to much, and it were Goddcs wilL 

Ye, wif, quod he, let flcpen that is Hill ; 
It may be wel paraventure yet to-day. 
Ye (bal your trouthe boldcn by my fay ; 
For God fo wiily have mercy on me, 1 1 7 85 

I had wel kver ftiked for to be. 
For veray love which that I to you have. 
But if ye fhuld your trouthe kepe and fave : 
Trouth h the hieft thing that man may kepe^ 
But with that word he brail anon to wepe, i x 7^ 
And fayd ; f ycu forfoede, on peine of deth, 
That never while you Uiileth lif or breth 
To no wight tell ye this mffavcnture ; 
As I may befl 1 woi my wo endure : 
Ne make no contenincc of hevineiTc, 1 1 795 

That folk of you may denicn harme or geife. 
And forth he cleped a fquier and a maid. 
Goth forth anon with Porigene, he faid, 

Dij 
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And bringeth hire to fwichc a place 

They take hir leve, and on hir way tfaqr 909 9 lltOO 

But they oe wiften why (he thider west ; 

She n*o}de tto W]g;ht tellen hire cntent. 

This fqoicr which that highte Anrelns, 
On Dorigene that was fo amorous. 
Of aventtire happed hire to mete 1 1^ 

Amid the tnun, right in the quikkeft ftrete^ 
As Cie was boun to go the way forthright 
Toward the gardin, ther as (he had hight | 
And he was to the gardinward alfo. 
For wel he fpied whan ihe wolde go 1 18 10 

Out of hire hous to any maner place: 
But thus they met of aventure or grace. 
And he falueth hire with glad entrnt. 
And axeth of hire whiderward (he went. 

And fhe anfwered, half as Ihc were mad, 1 1 815 

Unto the gardin, as myn huibond bad, 

■^. I iSoi, Sbt nToliU^ After this verfecd. fTa. 2, has tlie fil 
follovv'Jnf;; . 

Peravcnture m hepc of you I wis 

Will koldCA tilra a loved man is tbia 

Th!>t he woU pui hii wife inJcopardle{ 

Ilcrknvth tne Tale er ye open bim crit. 

Sbc nia> bare beUcr furtane than you feneth | 

Acil whan that yc hnn he*-oe ibe Itledetneth. 
Thcfc lines arc more in the ftyie and tniinncr of Chaacer tfasa 
intcriu}l2tions generally are, but as I do not rcineinber to have 
fjuind them in any mf. I could not receive them into the text. 
I ti.inkf-toovthat if they were written by him he would proba* 
b!y upon more mature coiirtderatloajiavcfupprefliedtlicni, as 
unp.ecoiTM-ily Anticipating the cataftrophc of the Tale. 
V. 1 1 Hot. Jsjbe wrfjr botm} Reacty : this old word is rcftoted 
from miF. A. 4jL l» z. Set P%L. V« »S^» *5^» 
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My trouthe for to hold, alai ! alas I 

Aurelius gan wondrep on thiscas. 
And in his herte had gret compaffion 
Of hire, and of hire lamentation, IIS20 

And of Anriragfofi, the wMthy knight. 
That bad hire holden all that fhe had hight. 
So loth him wa8 his vif fliuld broke hire troothe ; 
And in his herte he caught of it gret routhe, 
Confidering the beft on every fide^ 1 1 ^35 

That fro his luft yet were him lerer abide 
Than do fo high a chcrlifli wretchedneffe 
Ageins fraunchife and atte gentilleffe ; 
For which in fcwe wordcs fayd he thui ! 

Madame, fay to your J^rd Anriragut II 8 JO 

That fin 1 fee the grcte gentillcfTe 
Of him, and eke f fee wel your diftreife, 
Thathimwereleverhaveihame(andthatwererouthe) 
Than ye to me fliidd hreken thus your trouthe, 
I hadde wel lever ever to fuffren wo 1 1 835 

Than to depart the love bctwix you two, 
I you rclefe, Madame ; into your bond 
Quit every feuremcnt and every bond 
That ye ban made to me as herebefornc 
Sin chilke time that ye were ybome. J 1849 

Have here my trouthe, I ihal you never repreve 
Of no behed ; and here I take my leve 
As of the trewtft and the bcfte wif 
That ever yet I kncvtr in all my lif. 

Piij 
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But every wif beware of hire beheft; * H&fJ 

On Dorigcoe remembreth at tha left* 

Thus can a fqoier don a gentUdede 

As wtl as can a knight, withovten dredc 

She thankerh him upon hire knees bare. 
And bomb unto hire huibond it flie fare^ 118^0 
And told him all as ye ban herd me fayd; 
And, trufteth me, he was Ea wel apayd 
That it were impoflible me to write. 

What fhuld 1 lenger of this catcndite? 
Arviragus and Dorigenc his wif "^5J 

In fovcraine bliifie leden forth hir lif, 
Never eft ne was ther anger hem betwene ; 
He cheriflied hire as though flie were a quene» 
And (he was to him trewe for evermore. 
Of tbife two folk ye get of me do more. i if 

Anrelioft, that his coft hath all forlome, 
Curfcth the time that ever he was borne. 
Alas '. quod he, alas that I behight 
Of purcd goki a thoufand pound of wight 
Unto this philofophre ! how fhal I do ? 
1 fee no more but that 1 am fordo. 
Min heritage mote I nedes £eU, 
And ben a beggar here I n'ill not dwell. 
And Ihamen all my kinrede in this place, 
But I of him may geten better grace : 
But natheles I wol of htm aiTay 
At certain daics yere by yere to pay. 
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And thanke him of his grcte curtefie. 
My trouthc wol I kcpc, I wol not lie. 

With hcrte fore he goth unto his cofrc. 
And broughtc gold untb this philofophrc. 
The valoe of five hundred pound I geiTe, 
And him befecheth of his gentillefle 
To graunt him daies of the remt;Baunt, 
And fayde ; Maifter, I daf e vrel make avaunt 
I failled never of my trouthe as yet; 
For fikeriy my dcttc ihal be quit 
Towardes you, how fo that ever I fare 
To gon a begging in my kittle bare : 
But wold ye vouchen fauf upon feurtee 
Two yere or three for to rcfptten me. 
Than were I wcl, for elles mote I fell 
Min heritage; ther i« no more to tell. 

This philbfophre fobrcly anfwerd, 
And (aied thus, whan he thife wordes herd; 
Have I not holden covenant to thee ? 

Yes, ccrte», wel and trewely, quod he. 
Haft thou not had thy lady as thee liketh ? 

No, no, quod he, and forwefully he fiketh* 
What was the caufe f tell me if thou can. 

Aurelius his tale anon began, 
And told him all a^ ye haat herd before ; 
It nedcth not reherfe it any more. 
He fayd, Arviragus of gentilleife 
Had lever die U forwe and in diftrefle 
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Than that his wif were of hire trouthefab. 

The forwe of Dorigene he told hJm als^ 

How loth hire was to ben a wicked wif. 

And that ihe lever had loft that dajr hire lif ; 

And that her trouth (he fwore thorgfa innoeencef 

She never erfl hadde herd fpeke of apparence : 1 1 906 

That made me han of hire fo gret pitee, 

And right as freely as he feot hire to me 

As freely fent I hire to him again. 

This is all and fom ; ther n*k no more tofain. 11910 

The philofophre anfwerd ; Leve brother, 
Everich of you did gentilly to other : 
Thou art a fqiiier, and he is a knight, 
But God forbede, for his blisful might, 
But if a clerk cbud don a gentil dede 1 1915 

As wel as any of you, it is no drede. 

Sire, I relefe thee thy thoufand pound, 
As thou right now were crope out of the ground, 
Ne never er now ne haddeft knowen me : 
For, Sire, I wol not take a peny of thee 1 1910 

For all my craft, ne nought for my travaille : 
Thou haft ypaied wel for my vitaille. 
It is ynough, and farcwel, have good day. 
And toke his hors, and forth he goth hi» way. 

I .ordings, this qoeftion wold f aien now, 1 1995 
Which was the mofte free, as thihketh you ? 
Now tcUeth me or that ye further wcnde. 
I can no more, 'my Tale is at an ende. 
t' 1 ^Pi6. frbkb ua5 tbi mofiefrcel The &me queflJon is 
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THE DOCTOURES PROLOGUE. 

X e, let that paflen,quod our Hoile, as now. 
Sire Doc^our of Phyiike, I prey you, II93O 

Tell U!% aTale of fum honeil materc. 

It flial be don, if that ye wol it here. 
Said this Doi^our, and his Tale began anon. . 
Now, good men, quod he, herkencth everich on* 

THE DOCTOURES TALE. 

1 ucR was, as tellerh fitus Livius, ^^9$5 

A knight that clepcd was Virginius, 

Fulfilled of honour and worthinelTe, . 

And (Iroog of frenden, and of grct richeffe. 

This knight a doughter hadde by hU wif ; 

No children had he mo in all his lif. X I94O 

Faire was thi^ maid in excellent beautee 

Aboven every wight that man may fee, ■ 

For Nature hath with fovendne diligence 

Y formed hire in fo gret excellence 

ftated in the conclufion of Boccace'a Talc, Piii/oC. 1. v. ; " Dti- 
•* bitafi ora qual di colloro ftilFe mai;gior libcraliti," i^c. The 
queen determines in favour of the hulband. 

^. I i9z<f. rcy let tbatpjjren2 I have fald all that I have to 
fay in favour of this Prologue to The Doftour'»Talc in theD//- 
courfCy is'c. S ^- It Is only found in mf. A. In mfT C. 1 , K/i- ihc 
follow- inp note is at the end of The Frankelein*S Tale ; "Here 
«• ei'dtth the Fr. T. and biginneth The Phificicns Tale without 
•* a Prolojje." 

T/'f Dotloiire.f TVz/O Virpinius flaveth his oncly daughter, ra- 
ther than Ibe ihaH be defiled by the Ictchefous judgeApplus* ^» 




As thon^ de wiJde Tayn, Lo, I Nature, If 94f 

Thni curl fermc md peint ■ crciture. 

Whan that mc lift t whocunnecoDtrcffll*} 

PigSMlioD ! not iW^ Ik aj iWgc and bete, 

Or grave, or pcinte ; fbr I due wd fain 

Apellei, Xeun, QioldcD mrcbe in rain Il9jO 

Other tofnve, oi peinle, or foi^c, or bete, 

If thtj ptiJamed ne to toaOeSeie : 

For he that ii the farmer principal 

Hath mskcd me bis vicairc general 

Tofurme and peinlenciihlf cmtnrta ll<)f J 

Right 3s me lif) ; and eche thing in my cure ii 

Under the mone that may wane and waie ; 

And for my werk right nathiug wol 1 au : 

My lord and I ben ful of on accord ; 

I made hire tothe worflkipof my lord, II9IS0 

So do I all min other cceaturei, 

What colour thai they hui or nhat fignrea. 

Thus femeth mc that Hilare woldc fay. 

This maid of age iwcif yeie irai and titajr 
Id which that Nusre hiddefwiche delit ; 1 196J 
For tight ai Ihe can peint 4 lilj whit 
And red a lofc, right with Iwiche peinture 
She pelDled hath this nable creature 
£t ihc wai borue upon hire limmca free, 
Whau by right fwuJtecolourilliulden be; II970 
And Pliebuj diud hath hire treffus gcete 
Like to the Hiemet of lu* burned hetc 
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And if that excellent were hire beautee, 

A thoufand fold more vertooiu was ihe. 

In hire ne lacked no condition 1^975 

That is to preife, as by dtfcretion. 

As wel in gofi as body chad was ihe, 

For which (he floured in virginitee 

With all hamilitee and abftinence. 

With all attemperance and patience, X 1980 

With mefure eke of bering and array. 

Difcrete ihe was in anfwering alway, 

Though (he were wife as Pallas, dare I fain, 

Hire facounde eke ful womanly and plain : 

No contrefeted termes hadde ihe 1^985 

To iemen wife, but after hire degree 

She fpakc, and ail hire wordes more and leCc 

Souning in vertue and in gentillefle. 

Shamefail ihe was in maidens ihamefaftneiTc, 

Conilant in herte, and ever in befincfle XT990 

To drive hire ont of idel llogardie. 

Bacchus had of hire mouth right no maifirie, 

For wine and vouthe don Venus encrefe. 

As men in fire wol cailen oile and g^efe* 

And of hire owen vertue unconflreined ^^995 

6he hath hirefclf ful often iike yftined, 

^. 1 1993. Forzinneandyouihe^ The context, I think, requires 
that v/e ihould read 

For wine ^inAJleutbe don Vcnu« cncrcfe. 
He is giving the reafon why the avoided >Jofr7n/i>, and did not 
permit Bacchus to have maiftrie of hire mouth, Isecaufe iiine 
amijioHti.e cnci eai'e the amorous inclination^. ns oil and grefc 
do lire. I can make no fcafc of joutbe or thoulbte^ ats fome mi'. 
read. 
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For ihat ftc wolde flcen the rnmp 
Wher lilely ms Eo trcten of fulie, 



itua 



Tcnli, ind i< daa 



That ben ocarioiKcfdiliai 

Ewiche ihin^cs laikcn cbildiio for to be 

Tofone ripe and bold, u mtti may fee, 

■\Vhich iBfuIpcriJDUi.ajidharli ben yore; 

For nl to font may the leroen lore 

or buIduclTc whin Ihe naien it a wJ. 

And f c maiilreiTcB in your olde lif. 
That I'lrdeidou^hiuihan in goTCtnancc, 
Nc idketh of my wordei dlfplefqnce : 
Thinkcth that ye ben fet in govcrninjtci 
Of lorries doughtcrs only Fur iwo thingci, 
Otiicr fnr ye ban kept your honcflce, 
Or elles for ye hiui fallen in frecltee. 
And kcowen wel ynoiiph the ulile dance, 
And han fotfjken fully fivlche ni.fthance 
F..C e¥i:rnioi therfore for CriflcH i-^ke 
To leche hem TCTiiie tokt' thai yi nc JliLu. 

A ihii-f of Tenifon, tii«AafJi ImhSi 
III!' UhLrnufnelTe and all hiioliU' cruft. 
Can ke,)e a far.U hell nfiny mail : 
Niiw ktpiih hem wrl, for if >e wo! ye can, 
Like wel that yt unto no vitc aflciit, 
J-uil yc- be djin.ied fi.r your wikkc enteiit. 
For who (b doth a I»yt<iuri<>ci'ri'iini 
Andwkcthkrpeofthit 1 fbil ycu fain; 
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Of aUe trefan loTeraioe pefliknce J 2025 

Is whan a wight becrayeth innocence* 

Ye fotherB, and ye mothers eke aUb» 
Though ye han children, be it on or ino» 
Your is the charge of all hir fiir?eancc, . 
"While that they ben under your governaoce : 12030 
fieth ware that by enfample of your Hviog, 
Or by your negligence in chailifinfty 
That they ne periih, for I dare wel {aye 
If that they don ye ihnl it dere abeyc. 
Under a ihepherd Soft and negligent 12035 

The wolf hath many a ihepe and lamb talent. 

SidBceth this enfample now as here. 
For I mote tume agen to my matere. 

This maid, of which 1 tell my Tale exprefie. 
She kept hirefelf , hire neded no msiftrefle, 1 2040 
For in hire lining maidens mighten.rede. 
As in a book, erery good word and dede 
That longeth to a maiden vertuous ; 
She was fo prodent and fo boonteova. 
For which the fame out fprong on e¥ery fide 12045 
Both of hire beautee and hire bodntee wide. 
That thurgh the lond they preifed hire ech one 
That loved vertue, fauf £nvie alone, 
That fory is of other manoes wele. 
And glad is of his forwe and his unhele. 1205O 

The Dodour maketh this defcriptloun. 

This maiden on a day went in the toon 

^. 1205 1. Tbe DoSour} Over againft this line in the margin 
r9hm< IF. E 
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The which he knew for fotil and for bold. 12075 

This jugc ootq this cherl his tale hath told 

In fecree wife, and made him to enfuce 

He fhulde tell it to 00 creature. 

And if he did he fhulde lefe his hede. 

And whan afTrnted was this corfed rede IioSo 

Glad was'the jujirc, and maked him gret chere. 

And yaf Him yeftes precious and dere. . 

Whan {hapen was all hir confpirade 

Fro point to point, how that his lecherie 

Parformcd ihulde be ful fotilly, . iaoS5 

As ye fhul here it after openly. 

Home goth this cherl, that highte Claudius; 

Thisfalfc ju^, that highte Appina, 

(So was his nime, for it is no fable. 

But knowen for an hiftorial thing: notable; 12090 

The fentencc of it foth is out of doute) 

This faife juge-goth now fail aboute 

To haflen his delit all that he may. 

And fo befell, fone after on a day 

This falfe juge, as telleth us the ftorie, 12095 

As-fie was wont, fat in his confiftorie. 

And yaf his domes upon fondry cms. 

This falfe cherl came forth a ful gret pas, 

told Cver- $8 1 $— >894«] Claudius is called Sergent of Applus ; 
and accordinply Chaucer a liule lower, ver. 12204, ca\h him 
Servant — unto — Applus. — In the Dljtourfe^ t5*c. S 29« I forpot 
t^^ mention th^ Rom. de la Rofi as one of the Iburces of this 
Tale, though upon examination I find that our Author lus 
«lriwn more from thence than from either Gower or Livy. 
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AndfAide;.Locid^iftliititbeyt»firwfll; ' 

As doth me irigliC4itioa this piMOf MB, ' ' l%t09 

Id which I plakw:«p<ni Vic^ittiw; 

And if chat he wol faya^it'U BWchm 

I wol it preve, aodfindeti good tvicMile 

That foth 18 tbat niy hUle wd expreflb. 

The jBgeanfvefd, Of thie Is hit sMenee tttos 
I may not jtrc diffinicif ftncenoe. 
Let don him catt, and f wol gladly here: 
Thou ihalt have right and ir» wrong as now here* 

Virginias came to wete the jogcs will. 
And right anon was red this carfcd bill ; 1 31 10 

The fenceoce of it was aa ye fliul here. 

To yoa my Lord Sire A]>pin8 fo dere 
Sheweth your potire fervant Ctaudins 
How that a knigbt called Virginioa 
Agein the bwt, ageia all eqoitee, laxij 

Holdeth, exprefle agein the will of me^ 
My fervant which that is my thral by right. 
Which from min hoos wat ftolen on a nig^t 
While that fhe wat fill yoagji wol it preve 
By witnefle, Lord» £o that it yoo not greve : iiii|# 
She D*is his doughter nonglit, what fo he fay ; 
Wherforc to yoo, my Lord the jugc, I pray ; 
Yelde me my thral, if that it be your will. 
Lo, this was all the fentence of his bill. 

Virginiut gan opon the cherl behold; xsx 

But haftily er he his tale toM» 
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And wold han preved it as fhuld a knight, 

And eke by witneffing of many a wight 

That all waft falfe that faid his adyerfary, 

This curfed juge wolde nothing tary, XSI^O 

Ne here a word more of Virginiuft, 

But yave hit jugement, and faide thus : 

I deme anon this cKerl his fervant have ; 
Thou (halt no lenger in thin hous hire fave ; 
Go bring hire forth, and put hire in our ward: 12135 
The chcrl (hal have his tliral; thus I award. 

And whan this worthy knight Virginius, 
Thurgh fentence of this juftice Appius, 
Mufte by force his dere doughter yeven 
Unto the juge, in lecher ie to liven, 12140 

He goth him homeland fet bim in his hall. 
And let anon his dere doughter call; 
And with a face ded as alhen cold 
Upon hirp humble face he gan behold, 
With fadres pitee (liking thurgh his herte, I2I45 
Al wold he from his purpos not convene. 

Doughter, quod he, Virginia by thy name, 
Ther ben two waies, other deth or (home. 
That thou mufl fuiire, alas that I was bore ! 
For never thou defer veded wherfore IZt^o 

To dien with a fwerd or with a knif« 
O dere doughter, ender of my lif ! 
Which I have foftrcd up with fwiche plefance 
That thou were nev^f out of my remembrance ; 

£iij 



54 f** »oer«m»t vam; 

O dooghterl whacb that ait my lafte wo^ " 1 

And in jny lif my lafte joye tfifo ; 

O gemme of chaftitee! in patienco 

T^ike thou thy deth, for thi» is my feoteoce; 

For love and not far hate thon mnft be dcdt 

My pitous ho&d moft fmiten of thin bed. i 

Alas that ever ApfHOs thee fay ! 

ThuB hath he faUely juged tfaer t»-day. 

And told hire all the cas^ as ye hcfore 

Han herd ; it ncdeth not to teli it more. 

O mercy, dcre ^cher ! quod this maid. i 
And witli that word (he both hire arones laid 
About his neckc, as (he was wont to do, 
(I'hc teres braft out of hire cyen two) 
AndXaid, Ogoode father ' ihal 1 die t 
In ther no grace f is ther no reniedie f ] 

No certes, dere doughter mm ! quod he. 
Than yeve me leifer, father min, quod (he. 
My deth far to complaine a litel fpace ; 
For parde Jepte yave his doughter graco 
For to ctm^ine or he hire flow, ala« 1 i 

And God it wot nothing was hire trefpas, 

•^. iiirg. fbrhve^Rom.delaR.sSTi.i 

C«r fmr *m»uretfkni bt^nt 
A U bviU: 61le Virginc 
T;.nv.ufl a la UJU ct-.tf-tft 
E: pu'f eu Jusepri/enttt .• • 
Dc" rt loof fn plant Cti\/i/hireg 
£t 1^ Juec, ftlbif l*tay Auhv, 
Lc komnuada uatuf. a i^caJr e 

See hth.w, \ct. ixivo — 3. Tiie ;, creches of Virginias a 

ddu£liu:r arc of Cftaucci's oviiiuvvcatiou. 
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But for Hi e ran hire father firil to fee, 

To welcome him with g;ret fblempnitee. 

And with that .word ihc fell afWouoe anon, 

A nd afcer, whail hire fwooniog wat agoa, i %tZo 

She rifeth u]>, and to hire father faid ; 

Blefled be Gtid that 1 flial die a maid I 

Yeve me my deth or that 1 have a fhame : 

Doth with your child your wille a Goddes nunc 

And with that word ihe praied him fill oft isx8j 

That with his fwerd he wolde finite hire foft; 

And with that word afwoune again &e le^. - 

Hire father, with fui forweful herte-md will. 

Hire hed of fmote, and by the top it hsDt, 

And to the jiige he gan it to prefent, iftX90 

As he fat yet in dome in coniiftorie^ 

And whan the j«ige it faw, a»faitb the ftorie, 
He bad to take him and anhang him faft : 
But right anon a thoufand peple in thr:^ 
To fa ve the knight for roDth and for pitee, XftlOJ 
For knowen was the falfe iniquitee. 

The peple anon had fufpe& in this things 
By maner of the cherlei chalengiog) 
That it was by the affeot of Appius ; 
They wiflen wel that he wa» lecheroai : * isaoo 
For which unto this Appius they gon, 
And cade him'io a pnfon right anoo. 
Whereas he flow htmfelf ; and Chnidiat|^ 
That fervant wat unto this Apphi Sy 
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H ire beautee was hire dcth, I dare wel lain: 

Alas ! fo pitoufly at flie wm flain. 

Of boche yefttfs that I fpeke of cow 

Men han ful often more for harm than prow. 

But trew(sly, min owen maifter dere, laiJjT 

This was a pitous Tale for to here; 
But natheles palTe over is no force. 
I pray to God to favc thy gentil corps. 
And eke thyn urinals and chy jordanea, 
Thin Ypocras, and eke thy Galianea, 12040 

And every boift ful of thy letuarie 
God bleffe hem and our Lady Seinte Marir • 
So luote I the thoo art a propre man, 
And like a prelat, by Semt Rouian. 

•^. 12233. 0/ hibe ye/tes2 Thl« line is reftorcd flrommlT. 
C. 1, Jt.4. it had been fupplied in the cummon copies by the 

folium ii)g; 

But hereof wol I not proceed as now. 
%-. 1 22 ^6. a-pitous TtUe} ThU is the reading of two good miT. 

A. ail J HA. hut I believe it to be a glofs: the other copies read 
erHCju\ v^litcli i» near tLc truth. It Ihould be erm0il. £arme. 
Sax. figiiifieit miler. Hence earmeilce^ m^firc^ Cbr. Saxn 65, 
camuoc, mijci ;a, ibid. 141 . And a little lower* ver.i224tf, to 
trwi ii« ufed r'or to grieve, as the Sax. earmian is, Cbr. Sax: 
18S, 14* 

•%■. 1^2 3P. thyjordaneil This word is in Val^ntbam, p. 288; 
** Duz: uUx, quuyarifjnes vocamiis, ad ejus collum ailligan- 
•* tur." This is part of the pur.ithment of a prcteuded fbijicvs 
et afirobi ..•; who had deceived tlic people by a falle predidion* 
HollirWhed calls then; f-vojorden lots, p. 440. 

•^, I zs 40. 2/. ittlpOcmQ Tf-ocras (or klpt^cras) and Galianes 
ihould both have bren printed a» proper names, with great ini- 
tial letters. See the note on ver. 433. 
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'jt wcl ^ I cinnot ipcke in tens 

i I wot thou daft minhc»ct«« 

'iftur almgil taught » eiwtMKb I ■ . . . 

1.1 i)iwui but 1 have triidBi f : - 

.idfiiightoiniiilktaitatMflltt 

I kteaiioDimciyTde, , IMJ* 

;rre itlctlHorpiteeof tlumuidi > 

Hi luiii iTiirth of )>pc* rigbt laoa. 
1)1 il Icdon, quiKl he, bf Sdot RoniM. 
lirll ;quiidhe)bcreitthuil»AKkc - mSt 
I HorjiiJriukeaiidbiienwiaG4^ - 
rjirlitaoanthilcgCQuWEUiIacriet' 
ly, lit him tell ut of do ribuidnei 
ii< r.itii niiii^ i^hiDg, thu we mow lere 
E,.i.i wlt.nndlhannewolwtglwUyhere. n»lm 
: ):t.i,iiT<:ywLs,quutIhe;biii L muU thinke 
Jpau lum hoDeil ihiag while thtt I drinke. 

ir- ".lU.Sa-dlwi-ctlJ All The btS m<L ifne tn tlrtal 
•hlspTitjifttoIhellnAinililiplicc. II jnuR Kirilnd innlita 
liniLLr pht/tc, Mill l^vi.'f which nccvn lb iVcquenDy hi Iho 
miiuthul' Ehjtel^4n'> Hiill urthe Cincr, UKt maf 1M<MI■ 
:lc]lt.tti(bLf'<.l''.l■c''CiCl'Ulnltlncctuf jpErirTalrErcifbljncCtt* 
miliiaUlu:- . ifjr Bhikn^ciriwbcolinlEewihMtliiiie- 
icr bul oM fOnutMO liii Clau«. 
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THE PARDONERESTALE. 

LoRDiNGs, quod he, in chirche whan I precbe 

1 peine me to have an hautcin fpeche, 

And ring it oot as ronnd at goth a bell, 12x6$ 

For I can ail by rote that 1 telL 

My tcme is alway oo, and ever was, 

Madix malorum efi euplditas, 

Firfl I^ironounce whennes that 1 come. 
And than my buUes (hew I all and feme : 12270 
Our liege lordes fcle on my patcnte 
That (hew I firft, my body to warrente, 
That no m^n be fo bold, ne preeii ne clerk, 
Me to dlflurbe of Criftes holy weik : 
And after that than tell I forth my tales. 13275 

Bulled of popes and of cardinales, 
Of patriarkcs and bifhoppeK, 1 ihewe. 
And in Latin 1 fpeke a worde»fewe 
To faffron with my predication, 
And for to flere men to devotion : 1 2280 

7hc Pardoneres Tale] A company of riotoum confpfrc to kill 
Death, who killeth them one after another, hptg! *■ 

■^. I2Z7P. To/affroii] So mf. 4. and cd. C'a. z. I have pre- 
ferred it to the common reatliny;,/uror, as more exprcffive, 
and Icfs likely to have been a plofs. Scifron wan ufed to give 

colour as well a6 Hav<mr. The next lines are thus rc^id in 

xnfl*. C. 1, yljk. I, a, HA. ; 

In every vilUne and in ever«' toan 
Tbit it my teme, and flial, <ind c\er w«a. 
Radix malorum cui>ul.las. 
Than Q\ew I forth, tTt. 

And pcrlups I ought to have followed them. 



Than Ibew j (bf^ fiqr loDg« ciybl ftoKH 
Tcnaimcd fial of ddotct and of houtM\ 
RelilMLtliey Wd» M WOMB tkey efehoB. 

Hum ha^ I in JaftoB ft flmlder boM I. • 
Vlschthat^tttoCanholylcweaihepc;. , l%\ 

Goodmen,fajl,takeof»ywoKlcil)ipei • 
If that this bone be waihc in any nvcU, 
If cow, or calf, oi fliepe, or oxe, iweil 
That any warn hath etc, or woim yiloB|^ 
Take water of that well and waih hit tMige, l%\ 
And it it hole anon : and lorthermore. 
Of pockes and of ficab, and eirery fon, 
Shal every Ihepe be hole that of chit wcU 
Drinktth a draught : take kepe of that I tell. 

If that the good man that the beiles oweth 14 
Wol every weke, er that the cok him crowcth, 
Fafiing ydrinken of this well a draughty 
As thilke holy Jew our ekires taught, 
His belles and his ftore iliai moltiplie : 
And, Sires, alfo it heleth jaloufie ; 
For though a man be faile in jalous rage. 
Let mal:«-n with this water his potage« 
And never fhal he more his wif miftrill. 
Though he the foth of hire dcfautc wift, 
Al had ihe taken prccftcH two or three. 

Here is a mit7ine eke that yc may fee : 

He that his hand wol put io this mitaiue 

He ihal have multtpiying of hisgrainc, 

t' '22p7. Fiifiintydrinken\ TIk: prq)ofitiTC p 
hc^ idiial for the fake of the mclic. 
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Vlian he hath fowen, be it whete or otes, 

to that he offer peof or diet grotet. I aj lO 

Aiid men and Women, o thing wanie I yon; 
f afly wight be in this chirche now 
That hath don fione horrible, fo that he 
Z)are not for (hame of it yihriTcn be ; 
3r any woman* be ihe yong or old, l^3^S 

That hath ymadc hire hufbood cokewold, 
Swichc folk ihnl ban no power ne no grace 
To ofiTer to my rclikev in thu place : 
And who fo iindibth him cut of f wiche blame 
He wol come up and offer in Goddes name, 1 2320 
And I alToyle him by the auAoritee 
Which that by bulle ygranted waft to me. 

By this e^ude hive I wonnen yere by yere 
An hundred mark fin I was Pardonere. 
I (londc like a clerk in my pulpct, HS'iS 

And whan the lewcd peple is doun yiet 
I prcche lb as ye han herd before. 
And tcli an hundred falfe japes more : 
Thin peine I me to ftrctchen torth my nccke, 
And cil and weft upon the pcpic I brcke, 11330 
As doth a dove fittinj^ upon a Iierne : 
Myn hondes and my tonjjrc gon fo yernc. 
That it i* joye to fee my beU::cffc. 
Of avarice ami of fv.Iche curfcdneffe 
Ks all niv prcchin^. for tc make hem free 1x335 

To ycvc liir pens, and namely unto mc: 
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For miQ entente i* not bnt for to winne, 
And aothing for cotredioi] of finne : 
I recke nerer whm that ihey be bcried 
Though that hir foule* gOD a hiakc belied. 

For ccrtH tamj ■ predication 
Cometh oft time of evil cnrention; 
Som for plefance of folk and flateric. 
To ben avancedbjhypoctilit; 
And fum Cor vaine glorie, and fnni Tor hate ; 
Forwhan [ dare non oihir wa^etdebate, 
lliaa wu] 1 fling hini wirh my toofe Tmene 
In prcchingifolbathcQialDotaAeite 
To ben defamed falfely. if that he 
Hath trefpafed to hif brethren or to me: 
]' or though I telle not bii propie nunc. 
Men {bal wcl knonen that it i) the fame 
By Ggnei, and by other circumfbncea. 
ITiat quite 1 fblk that dun ui difplcTancca, 
1'hn> fpic I out my Tcninie under hewc 
Of holinelTe, to feme holy and trewe. 
But OioiTly mia entente I wol dcvife ; 
I preche of nolhinfr but foreoTecifc. 
Therfore my teme ii ycc, and cfcr waa, 
SoiGii maltriim ^ eapidilai. 

^. li140.(«*iii(ilei(riACSoa1ltheniir. II 
Afi. 1, wldcb mdi «■ V.At tc rytJ. iUnaatu 
riid l<iniein"lniiiKri<et inaurptutu ili-oiua n 
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THE PARDON'ERES TALE. 6^ 

Thus can I preche again the fame vice 
'Which that I nfe, and that if avarice. 
But though myfelf be ^hy in that iiifbe, 
Yet can I maken other folk to twinne 
From avarice, and fore hem to repente; 12$6s 

But that is not my principal entente : 
] preche nothing but for covetife. • 
Of this matere it ought ynough fuffife. 

Than tell I hem cnfamples many on 
Of oldc (lories longe time agon, 1237^ 

For Icwcd peple loven tales olde; 
Swiche thinges can they wel report and hoide. 
What ? trowen ye that whiles I may preche 
And wintien gold and filver for I teche. 
That I wol live in poverte wilfully ? 1*375 

Nay, nay ; I thought it never trewely: 
For I wol preche and beg in fondry londes, 
1 wol not do no labour with min hondes, 
Nc make balkcttes for to live therby, 
Becaufe 1 wol not bcggen idelly. 11380 

1 wol non of the apoiUes contrefete ; 
I wol h^ve money, woUe, chefe, and whete, 
Al were it ycven of the poureft page. 
Or of the poureft widewe in a village, 
Al fhulde hire children fierven for famine : 1 2385 
Nay, 1 wol drinke the licour of the vine. 
And have a joly wenche in every toun. 
But herkeneth, Lordings, in conclufioun, 

Fij 
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nr likin;; i> diat I fhil lell a T<]>. 
Now I have Jronkeadraaghtafconf mil, ItJfO 

ly God r hope I flul yaa MttstllBg 
That fh^l hy rdoD boi M 70B1 Ukn^ 
FuTthMigh DiyfrUbeifal weiwn— a^ 
A mural Taie yet I job celkDCU, 
Wh^ch [am woDlUprndnlvtowiBac. IlJfJ 
Nnw hoU your pco, my Tak I wol brginai. 

In FUn' 
OtyoQgefoltlhithj 
As hafaril, riot, ftewo, u 
M'hciji wich haqm, lilo, aod gkcrac^ li^M 
They ilance UKipbia at dii bothc day ud Biglit, 
And ele aifo uul ilriiikc vicr hii' miglH. 
I'hur^h whkh tbc7 iko ihc dnil (aai&ca, 
Wl'.hin thedc*il>leni|i!t, in cuHcd wile, 
By I'jjicrBuitK ibhomiDabke. iifSJ 

Hir ('the'- hcD ta pel mi (o dimDable 
Th^i ii i~ j:nny for to here bemfwere. 
Our bli-fut l.onkii bcdy they to-len; 
He^n thoujjht ihe Jewet rent bim not ynongb ; 
Anil e<:he of him at others linac lough. ia4K 

And riehl anmi in comen [ombcOem 
Ffils and ftiialc. and yonge fruiteftere^ 

t . 1 14 JO. ttA I'oiitij' ifrf JMivf ] The bmc thooglw b M 
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Sincfers with harpes, baudes, wafereres, 

Which ben the veray devils oflBceres, 

To kindle and blow the fire of Iccherici 124^5 

That is annexed unto glotonie. 

The holy writ take I to ray witneffe 

That luxurie i«i in wine and dronkenefle. 

Lo, how that dronken Loth unkindcly 
JLay by his daujjjhters two unwetingly; 12420 

So dronke he was he n'ifte what he wrought. 

Hcrodes, who fo wcl the llories fought, 
Whan he of wine replete was at his feftc. 
Right at his owen table he yave his hefle 
To flcen the Baptift John ful gilteles. H^^S 

Seneca faith a good word douteles; 
He faith he can no difference find 
Bctwix a man that is out of his mind 
And a man whiche that is dronkelew; 
But that woodneffe, y fallen in a ihrew, 12430 

Perfevereth lenger than doth dronkenefle. 

O glotonie! full of curfcdneffc, 

O caufe firil of our confufion ! 

O original of our damnation 1 

With rcfpea to the termination In Jere^ fee the note on ver. 
20 1 9 ; and in the next Wntfruitejlcres are to be underftood tu be 
female fellers of fruit. 

iT' 1 141 7. Tbt h'ify 'Utrrt'} In marg. C. l. ; •• Ncrfltc Inebriari 
•• vlno» in quo eft luxuria." 

iT' 114*6. Senecn] Perhaps he refers toEpifl.83. ; •* Extendi 
•• in plures die» ilium ci^rii h.imtum : nunquid de furore dubi- 
•• tabiB? nunc qiicque non eft miner fed brcvlor." 

5iiJ 




Tat rAftiHiiriBBt taud* 

lad bougfht of with his blood agMB : 18435 

ow derc, fliortly for to iaio» 

. was tbilke curfcd Ttlaoic : 

was all this wc»rid lior glotonie* 

a our father, and his wtf aUb, 

radis to labour and to wo It440 

iriven for that vice, it is no drcde; 

hile that Adam fsfted, as I rede-, 

as in Panidis, and whan that he 

f the fruit defended on a tree 

n he was out call to wo and peine. IM4i 

otunie ! on thee wei ought us plaine. 

^' wift a man how many maladies 

ven of excefle and of glotonies, 

wolde ben the more mefarable 

lis diete, fitting at his table. 1245^ 

s ! the Ihorte throte, the tendre mouth, 

keth that eft and weft, and north and fouth, 

rthe, in air, in water, men to*fwinke 

g^ete a gloton deintee mete and drinke. 

his matere, O Poule* wel canft thou trete : IM55 

te unto wombe, and wombe eke unto mete, 

I God deftroieo bothe, as Pauius faith. 

s I a foule thing is it by my faith, 

, 1 3442. For while that Adam} At this line the margin 
:. I, quotes Hieronynu c.Jovinian. ; "Qjjam diu jejuna 
lam in Paridifo fuit. Comoht et ejedut eft. SutUn du 



orem." 
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To fay this word, and foaler is the dcde, 

Whan man fo drinketh ef the white and rede 1 2460 

That of his throte he maketh his privee 

Thurgh thiike curfed fupeffiuitee. 

The apoftle faith weping ful pitoufly, 

Ther walken many of which you told have I ; 

1 lay it now we^iing with pitons vois a 2465 

That they ben enemies of Crifles crois, 

Of whiche the end is deth ; womb is hir God : 

O wombe, o beilcy 1 {linking is thy cod, , 

Fulfilled of (long and of conuptioun; 

At either end of thee foule is the foun. 124 70 

How gret labour and coQ^ is thee to find! 

Thife cokes how they ftamp, and iircin, and grind, 

And turncn fubHance into accident. 

To fulfill all thy likerous talent ! 

Out of the hardy bones knocken they x 24 75 

The mary, for they caflen nought away 

That may go thurgh the gullet foft and fote : 

Of fpiccric, of leef, of barke, and rote, 

Shal ben his faufe ymakcd, by dclit 

To make him yet a newer appctir : 12480 

But ccrtes he that haunteth Iwiche ddices 

Is ded while that he liveth in tho vices. 

♦ . 1246^. The apoj^le fa'itbl Pbif'tppums \\\. i9. 
"t'. 1246S. Jhiirg it thy cnQ So mf. C. ; or we may read, 
with mr.B. <r. o/ou.'cjii.-iiini cod. 
-f. 1 147 1 • ttJiHC^ To fuprlv : fo ver. i/^%-K%. ; 

8he/»l/»i'* hirefclf »nA ckc aire (loufchcrcB two. 

Sec alio p. p. fol. So. ; 

Fur a frcad XkaXjindetb Mm f^kU bJm aetcr at nedc. 
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6t THirAKDOni 

A Icchcroui thing is wine 
bfulorAriiruigaDdnrwrcTchedneiri:. 
OitionkcR mail! diifii^urciliith; face, : 

Sour i.-i thy brelh, foul srt thau la enbrace. 
An J tr.ur^h thy dronkm Dofr: I'cincch the tomi 
□ggh chou fjiilrll ay Saiiipfiiun ! Simpiov 









Thou fal«n 31 it were > nikeii Twine: 1149 

Thy tun)[e u loft, and all thiit honcA cure, 
For drunkgovH'e i> TCray TcpulturE 
Otmar.nus nii and ht< dircretino. 
In whom that diinbc hath dumin^itian 
Hl- can no cnnf.:!! ki-pe. it h do tlredc. 1:49 

Now fcepc JQU fro the wliite aiid Tro th: rede. 
And iitimely froiht while wineof l,cpc, 
Tiut is lo fell in Fimfitetc and in Chtpe. 
This nine of Sjiaigne crepeth fuhtilly 
In other wine 4 gniwinjt fafle by, lljO 

♦- i:(!r. f(*n*'";«-i"« i/Ii7t] Accnrdinj to ihe pswt. 
l.h ITS tifC Kji nni fjr froinCidU. tliii wine, r.S ulultvcr Hi 
it iniy h.vc iKcn, nil pnibablr iniKli llr>jiK" •'i*" iIk ^i* 
Clin wliicii uTiuUy (IrliTik In EngUnd. La lUichellc titA Bnu 
ileiul, [Mr. 1:5^1 J Ike two chief pnm uFCjIcony, we 



jjrc Iter TJiity- Amoitf the ordrra of tTw rri^ i| 1mi 
I(ki4, ii tlie ii^luwiusi Inil.Hjr!. 2(ig.i>il.ii!i.J " : 
•• u in tyvaa fM apniillbwinn, eannlUcl-c, »■;»: 
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Of which ther rifeth fwiche fumofitec, 

I'hat whan a man hath dronken draughtea three. 

And weneth that he be at home in Chepe» 

He is in Spaigne, right at the Coon of I^epe, 

Net at the Rochell, ne at Burdeux toun, 1^505 

And thanne wol he fay Sampfoun ! Sampfonn ! 

Bnt herkencth, Lurdings, o word, \ you pray. 
That all the foveraine ades, dare J fay, 
Of vidoriesin the OideTeftament, 
Thurgh veray God that is omnipotent, ' 115 10 
Were don in abftinence and in prayere ; 
Loketh the Bible, and ther ye mow it lere. 

Loke, Attila the grete conqaerour 
Died in his flepe with fhame and diihonour, 
Bleding ay at his nofe in dronkeneife : 1 25 15 

A capitaine ihulde live in fobrenefTe. 

And over all this avifeth you right wel 
What was commanded unto Lamuel ; 
Not Samuel, but l^amuel, fay I. 
Redcth the Bible, and find it exprefly 125 %• 

Of wine yeving to hem that have juftice. 
No more of this, for it may wel fuffice. 

And now that I have fpoke of glotonie. 
Now wol I you defcnden hafardrie. 
Hafard is vcray moder of lefinges, I ajaj 

And of deccite and curfed forfweringes, 
Blafphcming of Crift, manfiaughter, and waft alfo 
Of catel, and of time ; and forthermo 
^. 12520. Red:tb tbcBibW} Proverbs xxxi. 4, 
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THE PARDONERES TALE, ^r £ 

And fayde ther, I wol not Icfe my name, 1 23 45 

Ne wol not take on me fo grct defame, 

You for to allic unto non hafardours : 

Sendeth fom other wife embafifadourd, 

For by my troathe me were- lever die 

Than I you ihuld to hafardours allie; X2550 

For ye^ that ben fo glorious in honours, 

Shal not allie you to non hafardours, 

As by my wille, ne as by my tretee. 

This wife philofophre thus fayd he. 

JLoke eke how to the King Demetrius 1 2555 
The King of Parches, as the book fayth us. 
Sent him a pair of dis of gold in fcornc, 
For he had ufed hafard thcrbeforne, 
For which he held his glory and his renoun 
At no value or reputatiouD . II5 60 

JLordeft may finden other mnner play 
Honed ynough to drive the diy away. 

Now wol I fpeke of cthes falfc and grcte 
A word or two, as oldc bookcs trcte. 
Gret fwcring is a thing abhominable, l^S^S 

And falft fwering is yet more reprevable. 
The hi^^hc God forbad fwcrinpj at al, 
Witneflc on Mathew; but in fj[)ecial 
Of fwering fayth the holy Jcremie, 
Thou (halt fwerc foth thin othes, and not lie. 12570 
And fwere in doinc, and t*kc in rightwifncflc. 
But idel fwering is a curfcducffe. 
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Behold and fee that in the firfit taUi 
Of highe Goddet heftes honourable 
Howthattheliscoiidfaeftofhkttiiithi^ M%S7S 

Take not my name in idd or amia. 
JLo, rather he forbedeth fwiche fw^ring 
Than,homidde or tfiany an other thing* 
I fay that as by ordre thus it ilandcth» 
Thisknowethhethathisheftesundcrdoadetk i^Iq 
How that the fecond heft of God ia that : 
And forthermore, I iirol thee mU ell plat 
That vengeance ihal not parten from his hons 
That of his othes is outrageous. 
By Goddes precious herte, and by his nailea, I3^tj 
And by the blood of Crift that is in HLaiks, 
Seven is my chance, and thin is cink andtreyc : 
By Goddes armes if thou falily pkye 

-%-. 12585. bis naUes"} i. e. with which he wms jnitled to 
croft. Sir J. Man4cTilk» c. viU { ** And therehy in the wal 
** the place where tlie 4 nayles o[ osa Lord wcroii bidd« k 
** had % in hit hondes and x in hltt feet } and nf tine of thcif 
** Emperour of Coilanty noble made a brfdifle to his bef 
** bene him in batAyllct and tliorgh vcrcue thereof he 
** came hisenctnieV* ^^c. He Iiad faid lH;furc» c. ii. tha' 
•• of the naytes that Crift was nayllcd with on the croC 
at Coilanty noble, and ** on fnl-Yance in the kinges ch« 

iT' 12586'. the blood — in Hailis} The Abbey t»f//ai7«xir 
ceflerthire was founded by Richard King of the Roma 
ther to Henr>' III. Thi« prccioun rclfck, which w as afl 
commonly called **■ the bl(n*d of HiiUt^'" wa» brgug 
Germany by the fonof Rictiard,li;dmund, who beitow 
part of it upon his fatlKr's* Abbey o^ff.iiUs^ and fonie » 
gave the other two part* to an abbey of his own fmr 
Aihrug near Bcrkhaiuflcd. HMlnifb. v. ii. p. 2 75« 
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This dag:ger (hal thurghout thin herte go. 

This fruit cometh of the bicchel boneH t wo, I aj 90 

Forfwering. ire, falfeneiTL', and homicide. 

Now for the love of CriH, that for us dide, 
I^etcth your othes both gret and fmale. 
But, Sires, now wol J tell you forth my Tale. 

Thife riotoures three of which I tell, 1 aj 95 

Long erd or prime rong of any bell, 
Were fct hem in a taverne for to drinke. 
And as they fat they herd a belle clinke 
Beforn a corps was caried to his grave ; 
That on uf hem gan calien to hi» knave, ia6oo 

Go bet, quod he, and axe redily 
What corps is this that paiTcth here forth by, 

■^. 11590. the biccbel bones i':i>o'] The comraon reading Is 
tbtlLc bones. Tlie alteration which I have ventured to make 
it not autliorlzcd entirely by any mf. but in part by fevcral: 
mf. A. md^brcbfii C. i, thcbe.'cbsd; HA. and H. tbebkcbeJ.; C. 
B. y. A^k. cd. Ca. 1, tbe bkcbid; R. a. thebiccbe; cd. Ca. 2, tke 
bitcbf'i. Bhkcl^ as explained by K'.'.ian, ir talus^ (miUtu et lufo- 
rtus , and hickelen^ talis ludere. See alfo HjA. Jumi Nomencl. 
n. a 1 3. Our dice Indeed arc the ancient ujfirc^ {xvZoi) not 
tilii {acQ^yo^kot) but both being games of hazard the imple- 
ments ot one might be ealily attributed to the other. It Ihoukl 
fecm from Juniui^h.: cit. tlut the Germans had prefcrved the 
Ctiftom of playing with the natural bone*, as they have diffe- 
rent names fur a i^ame with tMi ovilli^ and aRotlier with tali 
bnbuli. 

ir. I z^oi. Go bcf] TIic fame phrafe is ufcd In Leg. o/G. tr. 
Dido, i*<S. ; 

The herd of hartct f'H'ndrn is anon. 

With hey .to bet, prukc thou, let pm, let gon ■ 

ifherc it feoms to be a term of the chafe. 
Volume ir. G 
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And lolce that thoo report his name wcl. 

Sihr. <]tiod this boy, it nedeth never a del; 
It was nic told or ye came here two houres ; 
Hf wa< parde an old fclaw of yonres, 
Ar.d fodcnlyhe wasyflain to-night, 
Tordronke as he fat on his benche npfight ; 
•Thcp came a pri¥cc theef men clepen Deth, 
I'hat in this contree all the peple fleth. 
And with his fperc he fmote his herte atwo, 
And went his way withouten wordes mo. 
He hath a thoufand ilain this peflilence; 
And, maiftcr, or ye come in his prefence 
Me thinkcth that it were ful nectfTiric 
For to beware of fwiche an advcrlarie : 
litth redy for to mete him evermore ; 
Thus taughte me my dame ; I fay no more. 

i3y Stintc Marie, fayd this tavcnicre. 
The chikifayth foth, for he hath flain ihisyerc 
Hens over a mile, wiihin a grct vilhige, 
Both man and woman, child, and hyne aiid j 
I trowe his habitation be there : 
To ben avifed grct wifdomc it were 
Or that he did a man a difhcnour. 

Ve Goddch armcs, quod tiiis riotour. 
Is it fwiche peril with him f<^r to n^cte ? 
I fajl him fcke by llilc and eke by ftrete, 
I make a vow by Cjoddci> digpe bones. 
Jicrkcncth, fclawcs, wc three ben ailc ones; 



THE PARDON'ERES T Al.n, 75 

I^etechc of us hold up his hond to other, 

Apd qche of us becomen others brother, 

And we wol flen this falfe traitour Dcth : 

He fhal be flain, he that fo many fleth, 

By Goddes dignitee, or it be night. . 1 2635 

Togeder ban thife three hir trouthes plight 
To Jive and dien eche of hem for other, 
A^ though he were his owen boren brotivef . 
And up they ilert ?.l dronken in this rage. 
And forth they gon towardeit that village . i;i640 
Of which thr tavcrner had fpoke l)cforn, 
^nd many a grtfly oth than have thev fworn, 
And Crifles bloflVd body they to-rent, 
Deth fhal be dcd, If that we may him hent. 

Whan they han gon not fully half a mile*, X2l(]t45 
Right as they wold han troden over a ftile, 
^n olde man and a poure with h^p. mette : 
Thi.i olde man ful inekcly hem grette, 
And faydc thu^; Now, Lordes, God you fee! 

The proudell of thife riotoures thf ce 1 16^0 

Anfwerd agcn ; What ? chcrl, with fory grace. 
Why art thou all forwrapped lave thy Jacc ? 
Why lived thou fo longe in fo gret^ge i 

This ol4e man gan loke in his vifage, 
And fayde thus ; For f ne cannot finde ^^^SS 

A man, though that I walked into Inde, 
Keither in citee ne in no village. 
That wol^ change his youthe for min .ige; 
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And therfore mote T han min age dill 

As longe rime aait is Goddes will. Za66d- 

Ne Deth, aUf ! ne wil not han my Uf i 

Thus walke I like a refleles caitif. 

And on the groand, which is my modtet gate, 

1 knocke with my ftaf erlich and late, 

And fay to hire, Levc mother, let me in. 11665 

Lo,.how1 TaDiih, flclh, and^lood, and ikin. 

Alas ! whaa fliiil my bonev ben at refte ? 

Moth(*r, with von wold 1 changen my chcfte^ 

That in my diambre longe time hath be. 

Ye, for'sn heren dout to wrap in me. JS67O 

But yet to me (he wol not don that grace. 

For which'fbl pale and welked is my fiace. 

But, Screii, to you it is no cunefie 
To fpc-kc linto an olde man vilanie, . 
But he trefpafe in wof d or elles in dede. I1675 

In hdly writ ye moun yoorfclven rtde 
Ageins an olde man horc upon his hedc 
Yc (huld arife : thcrfore f ycvc yon rede 
Nc doth unto an olde n»dn ncn harm now. 
No more than rhat ye wold a man did yoa za680 
In age, if that ye may fo long abide ; 
And God be with you wher yc go or ride : 
I mollt go rhider as 1 have to go. 

Nay, olde cherK by C^otl thou ihalt not fo, 
Sayde thi«! other hafardour ancn ; I26S5 

Thou paitcft not fo lightly, by Seint John. 




T«|: PAip4>NERES TALC. 77 

Thoa fpake Tight now pf thilke traitour Deth, 

That in this contrcj^ %I1 our frende» ileth ; 

Have here my trooth, as thou art his efpie, 

Tell wher he is, or thou Oialt it abie Z 269D 

By God and by the holy facrement. 

For fothly thou art on of his affent 

To flen us yonge folk, thou falle thefe. 

Now, Sires, quod he, if it be you fo lefe 
To linden Petb, tourne up this croked way, llC^S 
For in that groye I left him by my fay 
Undec a tree, and ther he wol ^bide, 
Ne for your bofl he wol him nothing bide* 
Se ye that oke ? right ther ye (huln him ^d* 
God faye you that bought agcn msmkinc), 1 17^^ 
And you amende ! Thus fayd this olde man. 

And e verich of thife riotoures ran' 
Til they came to the tree, and ther they found 
Of Floreins fine of gold y coined round 
Wei nigh an eighte buiheU, as hem thougljit: 12 705 
No lengcr than after Dethe they fought, 
Bi^t cche of hem fo glad was of the fight, 
For that the Floreins ben fo faire and bright, 
That doun they fettc hem by the precious hord ; 
The werfle of hem he fpidce the firftc word. 1 27 IQ 

Brethren, quod he, take kepe what I (hal fay; 
My wit is grct though that I bourde and play. 
This trefour hath Fortune unto us ycveii, 
In mirth and jolitee our lif tp liven, 
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Tb£ PAKDOMERES TALK* 

Thy prAfite wol I tell thee ritrht anon. 
Thuii woft wel that our fclaw is a^on, 
And hf reis jjold, and that ful gret plcutcc, 
I'hac ilial departed hen anionvr U9 three; 
But nathclcs, if ( can (hapc it To 
That it departed were among us two 
Had I not don al'rendes turn to thee f 

That other anfwtrd, I n*ot how that may be 
He wotc wel that the gold is with U9 tweye. 
What (huln we don ? what (huln we to him f 

Shai i* be confeil ffayd the firftc (hrewe, 
And I Ihal tclkn thee in wordcs fewc 
What wc ihul dou, and bring it wel aboute. 

1 grante, qnod that other, out of doute, 
That by my trouth I wol thee not bewrcie. 

Now, quod the firfl, thou woft wel we bent 
And tweie of ua fhul flrenger be than on. 
I.oke, whan that he is fet thou right anon 
Arifc, as though thou woldeft with him play, 
And I (hal rive him thurg^h the fides tway 
W'liik- that thou ftrogleft with him as in gam< 
And with thy dagger loke thou do the fame; 
Alio than ihal all this gold departed be, 
My dcre frend ! bctwixen thee and me; 
Than nioun wc bothe our lulled al ful511e, 
And play at di** right at our owen wille. 
And thus accorded ben thife (hrcwes tweye 
To lien the thriddc, as )Xi ban herd me fcye. 




This yoogdd, which that iprBQtc tp thft fB|i|(t 
Ful oft in herte he roUeth op sod ^im < - 
The |>eaQtte of thifie plorcipt aevve aod fa(%ht» 
OJLordiquo^hCilflpwerethatlBpight . 
Have all this trefour %q mjfelf alooe, I ^7 7| 

Ther n'is oo mm that livetfi under t^ trane 
Of God that lhi|14e li?e A> Bierj as L 
AndM jthe Uft thef<»d (Dur eneno J 
Potte in hit thought that he ihuid poiioo bcye. 
With ]itfhicli he mighte flen hi$ felaws tweje i UjSq 
For why f the fend fend him in fwiche living 
That he had leve to forwe him to bring ; 
For this wj|8 ovtr^ly his ful eptente. 
To flen hen> both aoc} nevier to tepente. 
And forth he goth, no lenger wold he tary, i a 7S5 
Into the totih ui^to a potecary, 
And praied^m that he him wolde fell 
Som poifoi), that he might his ratoups quell ; 
And eke ther wf s a polkat in his hawe 
That, as he fayd, his capons had yilawe; 1 1790 

And fayn he wolde him wrekeo, if he might. 
Of vermine that deflroied hem by night. 

The potcc^ry anfwerd, Thou ihalt have 
A thing, as wifiy God my foule fave. 
In all this world ther n*is no creature 12795 

That ete or dronke hath of this confedure, 
Not but the mountance of a cornc of whcte, 
That he ne ihal his lif anon forlete, 



Vfit PAIDONEEESTALC; Sf 

Ve, fterve he flvil, and that in Icfie while 

Than thou wolt gon a pas not but a mtle ; 1 3^00 

This poifon is fo ftronjj and violent. 

Thiscurfcd man hath in his hond vhent 
This poifon in a box, and rwithc he ran 
Into the nexte ftrete unto a man. 
And borwed of him large botelles three, 1 2805 

And in the two the poifon poured he ; 
The thridde he kepce ciene tor bis drinke, 
For all the night he (hope him for to fwinke 
In carying of the gold out of that place. 

And whan this riorour with fory grace 1 2810 
Hath filled with win his grete botelleb three 
To his fclawts agen repaireth he. 

What nedeth'it therof to fermon more ? 
For right as they had caft his deth before 
Right fo they ban him ilain, and that anon. I28l| 
And whan that this was don thus fpake that on ; 
Now let us fit and drinke, and make us mery, 
And afterward we wiln his body bcry. 
And with that word it happed him par cat 
To take the boteilc ther the poifon was, I1820 

And dronke, and yave his felaw drinke alfo, 
For which anon they ftorven bothe two. 

But certes I fuppofe that Avicennc 
Wrote never in no canon ne in no fenne 
Mo wonder f.gnes of empoifoning 1%%^$ 

Than had thil'e wretches two or hir ending. 
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that ye offren alway newc and newe 
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s an honour to everich that is here 12865 
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THK FAEDONKtKS TALI. 

As faire as any man in Englelond, 
Which were me yeven by the Popes hond. 
If any of you wol of devotion 
Offren, and han min abfolutioa, 
Cometh forth anon, and kneleth here adorn 
And mekely receiveth my p2Lrdoun ; 
Or elles taketh pardon as ye wende, 
Ai newe and freihe at erery tonnes ende. 
So that ye oiTren alway newe and newe 
Nobles or pens which tliat ben good and tn 
It is an honour to everich that is here 
That ye moun have a foffilant Pardonere 
To aObilen you in contree as ye ride 
For aventures which that moon betide. 
Paraventure thcr may falle on or two 
Doun of his hors, and breke his necke atwo 
Loke, which a feurtee is it to you alle 
That I am in your felaw(hip y falle, 
'i'hat may aifoile you both more and laife, 
Whan that the fonle ihal fro the body pafle. 
I rede that our Hofte ihal beginne, 
For he is mod envbluped in finne. 
Come forth. Sire Hofte, and oiTre firil anon 
And chou ihalt kilTe the relikcs everich on, 
Ye for a gjrotc : unbokel anon thy purfe. 

Nay, nay, quod he ; than have 1 Crifles c 
Let be, quod he ; it fhal not be, fo the ich. 
Th'JU welded make me IdfTc thin oldc bred 
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THK IrtlPllANHES PEOLOObE. 85 

THE SHIPMANNES PROLOGUE. 

Oua Hoftc Upon his flirrops flode anon, 

And Dude, Good men, herkeneth everich on, 

ThU was a thrifty Takj for the nones. 1 29C5 

Sire Pariih Pr^ft, ^uod he, for Goddcs bones 

Tell us a Talei as was thy forward yore ; 

I fee wel that ye lerned men in lore 

Can moch*! ^bod, by Goddcs dignitce. 

- The Pcrfon him anfwerd, Benedicitisf 1 29 10 

What etleth the man fo finfuliy to fwere ? 

Our Hofte anfwerd, O Jankin ! be ye there ? 

Now good men, quod our Hoflie, herkneth to me ; 

I fmell a Loller in the wind, quod he : 

Abideth for Goddcs digne palfion, 1 19 15 

^ot we ihul han a predication : 

*rhis LoUcr here wol prechen us fomwhat» 

, Nay, by my fatheru foule, that flial he nat, 

6ayde the Shipman ; here (hal he nat preche ; 

He (hal no gofpel glofen here ne teche. 1 29ac 

%-. I £91 4- tfneila Lnllerl This is in charafter, as appears front 
Til tKatife of the time, HiirL Catal, n. 1666. ; ♦* Now in Enge 
^* lond itisacoinunjirotcdiounayens perfecutioun — if a mar 
** kcuftomable to fwere ncdsles, and fal8,andunavired,byth( 
*• temiM, naikK, and fides, and other mcmbrcs of CriH. — Am 
*» to ahlt€y ne fro oc<ie« nedeies and unJcful — and rcprcvc finni 
** by way of charite, IS mater and caufk now why prclatci 
** and Aiitt lordes fcLaundrcn nicn, and clepen hem LolUrdcs 

%. 1 1919. Say le the Shi f man'} So tnf. B. ^, the on: mf. (as 
have faW in the Dr/cyarfj, ^S":. ^ 5 1 »} which coante.'uncss th 



TBE iBirx^iMEa rjua> 

We IcvcnallmthegTCt God, ijuodbc; 

Ilu wolde dima bin diffinillec. 

Or fpri;'^dn cockk in our cltDc corne ; 

Ai] J ihi^tfuteHoIle, I wuae tb<e bdonie 

Kly inJy body OtalaTale telle, tigt; 

Ai.J 1 IhjlEliDkenjroiifonicTjB belle 

ThjE I thai wikeo all this covp'guie; 

Buf IE [L]l not bch of phllobphie, 

Niraf phyGke.Df tcrmaquciotcof Uwe; 

Ihcri'ibut liiel Latin inmymawe. 11931 

THE SHIPMANNES TALE. 
A M.imhint irhilom dwelled at Scioi lleoirc 
'1 liM rkhc Hu, for which men held him wife: 
A 1V1I lie had iif excellent bcaetec, 
Aai! ciinipaignable and revelout was Ihe, 



ii.lifn'Uls. tDCLtiitUluvrdbyThcWireoCBubnlTiikiinx 
ar'dino.bi-thettuluEUtwhiehlnttilieilit. liinRHd ton 

SQi:^cruTa:c. Wlm ihEfirdmriilln ate cnnliilerci], in 

■Iln Iha! Ihc white paJTiEC " mm'nE in ttK liveticfl at. 
mir perlUTi Ki^pEV nnt Imtinrimble that ihc(e Iwentf elt! 
]l't«|thTiv£h LUmjiuRal b; Cluucec, bad not been bUerccdt 
liiru IniliFbodyofluiWnik.IliuIheywen llwnluRmltu 
lheSillcD|>^ and oTte iflmanli nJudK nulljr prcdit 
I ITie <quietci Tale uhen th- Inie Prol^pic uf ihatTnle, J 
f! lelitH ve,inihu HneunTulMtile tiy FcaluoiiCIlie'rikl 



TbE 8BIPMANNES TALC. 87 

Which is a thing that caufeth more difpence 1 2935 

Than wosth is all the chere and reverence 

1 hat men hem don at fefies and at dances : 

Swiche falutations and contenances 

PaiTen as doth a fhadwe upon the wal ; 

But wo is him that payen mote for all. 1 2940 

The fely hufbond alp^atc he mote pay. 

He mote us clothe and he mote us array 

All for his owen worlhip richely. 

In which array we dancen jolily : 

And if that he may not paraventure, I2945 

Or elles luft not fwiche difpence endure, 

£ut thiakcth it is wailed and yloft, 

Than mote another payen for our coft. 

Or kne us geld, and that is perilous. 

This noble marchaat held a worthy hous, 1 29 j O 
For which he had all day fo gret repaire 
For his largeffe, and for his wif was fatre, 
That wouUer is. Butherkencth tomy Tale. 

Amonges all thife gcfl.es j>;ret and fmale 
There waii a monk, a faire man aiid a bold, 12955 
I trow a thritty winter he was old. 
That ever in on was drawing to that place. 
This yonge monk, that was fo faire efface, 

by hill ownc wife, and by a monke called Dan John." Tlrs Ar- 
gument is taken outpf Boclias and hlt> NqvcIa. •Vr//- 

■^ . 1 1^4 z Ml' mote us clothe^ In cil . Ifrt. it i« . ' i\''» 1 ! I'j t a 1 i ■ 1 ' e 
mir. thai I have fe«.n read mj, which would lea<j mih- *" m.'. cl 
that this Tale was originally intended for a fcmaTc clur.;t' : ; . 
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TBI imfUASVtS TALE), S^ 

h he hath to Paris fcnt anon 
«r, and prixied hath Dan Johil 
hold come to Scint Dciiis, and plcic 
1 and with his wif a dav or twcie, 1 2 990 
Brugg:c» went, in allc wife, 
oblc monk, of which I you dcvife, 
lis abbot as him lift licence, 
he was a man of high prudeoce, 
an officer out for to ride ^2995 

lir granges and hir beroes wide) 
J Seint Dcni>« he coroeth anon, 
vas fo welcome a» my Lord Dan John, 
coufin, ful of curtefie ? 
(1 he brought a jutbe of Malvefie, 13CCO 
another ful of tine Vcrnasjc, 
tile, a» ay was his ufage. 
« I let hem etc, ard drinke, and picye, 
chant and this monk, a day or tweye. 
iridde Jsv tlii* marchant up arifedi, 1 30*^5 
lis nedch fjdiy hiru avifeth, 
nto h«s crun'-our hous goth he, 
I with htmfciven, weimay be, 
vcrc how that it with him ftood, 
' that he difp'.'nded had his good, i ;' • ^ o 
at he encrtfoJ were or noa* 
es and hi> bdv,^' '- many on 

3, M.xl'v^fiel Sec tha note on ret. jKSSi. 
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Sithen that hir M^ knowkge bfg?Pf 1 196#' 

That iD hU hoo^ ^ famiUcr wa» hf 

As it poffihle is any freod to be. 

And fdHT as mochel as this goo4e man 

Afid^e this ino^V of which that I begtfi 

"Were bothe two yboroe in o viUage, t^9^ 

The monk hifi) jcl^ometh as for cpfipage. 

And he again him fayd not ones qay, 

Bat ¥ras as glad therof as foule of day. 

For to his herte it yrz^ a gret pleCiacieu 

Thus ben t^uey knit with eteme alliance » II970 
And eche of hem gan other for to f nfure 
Of brotherhed wl^ie that hir llf m^y dure. 

Free was Dan John, and namely of difpence^ 
As in that hons, and f ul of diligence 
To don plefance, and alfo gret collage : X 3975 

He not forgate to yev^ the lefte page 
In all that hous, bnc after hir degree 
He yave the lord and iithen his meinee, 
Whan that h? c^^, fbm raaqer honeH thing. 
For which they were as glad pf his coming 1 2980 
As foule is f^yn whan that the fonne up rifeth. 
Ko more of this ^ npw, for it fuffifeth . 

But fo befell this marchant on a day 
Shope him to piaken redy his array 
Toward the toun of Brugges for to fare, ^*9^t 

To byen ther a portion of ware. 



Tttl sVl^HAlf litS TAtKk 

]^r i^hich he hath 'to Paris fent anon 
A meffager, and pr^ed hath Dhu John 
Th::t he (huld come to Scint Dctu^, and pkte 
With him and with his wif a day or tweie, 1 2 ' 
Or he to Drug^rc* went, in alle i;v ife. 

This noble monk, of which I you deirife. 
Hath of his abbot as him lift licence, 
( Bccaufe h«^ was a man of high prudeoce, 
And eke an officer out for to ride 12^ 

To fcen hir granges and hir hemes wide) 
And unto Seint Denii* he cometh anon. 

Who vvas lo welcome aa my Lord Dan John, 
Onr dcrc coufin, ful of curtefie ? 
With him he brought a jubbc of Malvefie, X3C 
And eke another ful of tine Vernasre, 
And volatile, as ay was his ufage. 
And thu.« I let hem ete, ar.d drtnke^ and pleyc, 
This marchant and this monk, a day or twrye. 

The thridue dzy this marchant up arifetb, 1 30 
And on his nede;. fjdiy hin: avifeth. 
And up into his cnunrour housgoch he. 
To reken with himfeiven, wci may be. 
Of thilkc ycre how that it with him ftood, 
And how that he difpcaded had his good, I ,' 
And if that he cncrtrfcd were or non. 
His bookes and hh baji^' •: roany on 

■♦■. 1 3003. MM-v^Jlr} Sec iho note on fer. jKJR «. 
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He laylh bcforn him 



And eke h: n'okle ao miti Oiuld lum let 
Of bit aircDiiDtei for the mene timej 
And thus he fit [il ii: wu paHadpiimc 

Dati John wse lilen m the mocwc alfi 
And in chcgLir^n wallcetli tn :ind tfo, . 
And hath h'n ihit,gtsLji Sal cundaj-. 

Thi t gDode nif caDii: wolkiug privelf 
Into the girdiii ther he mllutb foft. 
And him fnlucth, a> {he liith don uft ; 

Which as hire loft flie Biay f^iemc iind 
For yet under the yerde was the maide, 

O dcrr cofiii tnlc ! Dan John, (be faidt 
Wha: aikih you rarsihefurlo arifef 

Nf ce, quod be, it aught ynough fufEX 
PivehoureEforUillcpe upon a night, 
But it were /or an oidc appalled wight. 
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As ben thife weeded men, that lie and dare> 

As in a fourme fitteth a wery baris 

Were al forflraoght withhoundeti gret and finale. 

Bat, dtre nece ! why be ye fo pale ? 13036 

1 trowecertes that our goode man 

Hath you laboored fith this night began. 

That you were nede to reflen haftity. 

And with thfit wqrd he lough fal merily, , 1 3040 

And of his owen thought he weie all red. 

This faire wif gan for to ihake hire bed. 
And laied thus ; Ye, God wote all, <]aod ihe ; 
Nay, cofiq min, it ftant not fo with me; 
For by that God that yave me foule and lif I3045 
In all the reame of Fraunce is ther no wif 
That iafle lud hath to that fory play. 
For I may iing alaR and wala wa 
That I was borne ! but to no wight (quod flie) 
D{ure 1 not tell how that it ftant with me ; J3C50 
Wherfore I thinke out of this lond to wende^ 
Or elVes of myfelf to make an ende. 
So ful am I of drede and eke of care. 

This monk began upon this wif to flare. 
And fayd, Alas ! my nece, God forbede 1 3055 

That ye for any forwe or any dredc 
Fordo yourfclf : but tellcth me your grcfe, 
paraventure l may in your mifchefe 
Confcilc or hclpc; and thcrfore telleth me 
^ your annoy, for it flial ben fecree ; X 3060 



This fwere I yoa on my p|-ofe0ioii]i. . ti<*^S 

Telkth your grefe, left that he come adooo, 
Apd i^fteth you, aod goth away aoon. 

My dere love ! quod (he, o my Das John ! 
Ful Ie£e were me this confeil for to hide. 
But out it mote, I may no lenger abide. *I3C5K> 

Myn hufbondis to mc the we'rile man 
fhat ever was fith that the world began : 
But (ith I am a wif it fit not me 
To tellen no wight of our privetee 
Neither in bed ne in non other place ; I3095 

God fhilde [ (hulde it tellen for his grace : 
A wif ne fhal not fayn of hire huihond 
But all honour, as I can underftond ; 
Save tmto yoa thus moch I tellen ihal : 
As heipe me God he is nought worth at all, X31CQ 
In no degree the value of a flie. 
N jput yet me greveth mod his nigardle : ■ 
r ^And wel ye wot that women naturally 
Deiiren thinges fixe as well as I ; 
They wolden that hir huibondes ihulden be 1 3105 
Hardy, and wife, and riche, and therto free. 
And buxome to his wif, and freih a-bedde* 
But by that ilke Lord that for i|8 ^ledde. 
For his honour myfelven for to array» 
A Sonday next I mufte nedes pay X31XO 

An hundred franks, or elles am I lorne ; 
Yet w^re ^le lever that I were unhf^QC ' 
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Than, %ere don » lelaDdre or vilahie. 

And If mn liufbOBd eke might it efpie 

1 D*cre but loll ; and thertore I you prey ' I3"5 

Lcnc me thin fumme, or ellcs mote i dey : 

Dan John, I lay, lene me thi» hundred franket; 

Parde 4 wol not faille you my thankef. 

If that you lift to do that 1 you pray; 

For at a certain day 1 wol you pay, 13120 

And do to you what plefance and fervtce 

That 1 may don« right as you lift dcvife; 

And but 1 do God take on me ven^^nce 

As foul as ever had Genelon of France. 

This gentil monk aiifwerd in this manere; 13125 
Now trtwtly, min oweu lady dere ! 
1 have (quod h^) on you fo grete a rourhe. 
That I you fwere, and plighte you my tmuthe. 
That whan your hun)ond is to Flandrei> fare 
1 wol deliver yoo out of this care, 13 130 

For I wol bringen you an hunl^red fraiikes. 
And with that word he caught hire by the flank^ 
And hire embraced hard, and kiOe hire oft. 
Goth now your way, quod he, al ftille and foft. 
And let us dine as fone as that ye may, ^3 '35 

For by my kalender it is prime of day : 
Goth now, and beth as trewe as I ftial be. 

Now elles God forbede, Sire, quod (he. 
And forth ftie goth as joly as a pie, 
And bad the cokes tluit they ihuki hem hie, 13 140 
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So that men mighten dine, and that anon. 

Up to hire Huibond is this wif ygon, 

And knocketh.at his countonr boldely. 

^(i eji la ? quod he. Peter, it am I, 

Quod fhe. What, Sire, how longe wol ye faft ? 13 '45 

How ionge time wol ye reken and caft 

Your fummes, and your bookes, and your thinges? 

The devil have part of all fwiche rekeninges! 

Ye han ynough parde of Godtie^ fonde. 

Come doun to-day, and letyour bagges ftonde. 

Ke be ye not afhamed that Dan John J 5'5 K 

Shal fading all this day elenge gon \ 

What ! let us here a mafTe, and go we dine. 

Wif, quod this man, litel canA: thou divine 
The curious belinefle that we have ; 13 155 

For of us chapmen, all fo God me favc. 
And by that lord that deped is Seint Ive, 
Scarily amonges twenty ten fhul thrive 
Continuelly, lafbing unto oure age. 
We moun wcl malcen chere and good vifage, 1 31 60 
And driven forth the world as it may be, 
And kepen oure eftat in privitee 
Til we be ded , or elles that we play 
A pilgrimage, or gon out of the. way ; ■ 
And therfore have I gret necefiitee T^i^^S 

Upon this qucinte world to aviien me ; 
For evermore mote we (lond in drede 
Of hap and fortune in our chapmanbede« 



$6 ^tt t AMiAiikis tiei; 

To Flandfeta wol I gti to-mcfrwe at day, 
AndcomeageinttilisMaseverlfhiy, Xj'T^ 

For which, iiijf.dier6 wif ! I tHeie Meke' 
As be to CTcry wight btixbin add hieke^ 
AndlDk-^ IH^ ovf grood he curibtt^ 
ADdhoDcfiljjgt»ipertoeWclbnrhoii8. ' 
Thoo haift yfaobgh in et 07 maner nHIb - ' 1317^ 
That te a thrifty fioaihotd may fytRke. 
Thee lacketh non irray he lio Titaiile';- 
Of filVer in diy jpnrfe (halt ^hoto not faiHe; 
And %rith that Word hik coontbnr dore he ihett^ 
And donn he goth ; bd kriger wold he ktte ; I J 186 
And haflily a lAaifi^ Wftb ther (aide. 
And fptffiljthtilibfes were yfaude, . 
And lo the diner hStt diey hem fpedde. 
And richely this monlc the chapman feddfe. 

And after diner Dan John fobrcly ZJt^ 

This chapman toke apart, and ptively 
He faid him thus ; Coflh, it fiondeth fo 
That wel 1 fee to Brnggcsye wol go; 
God and Setnt Auftikk fpcde yoo and gide I 
I pray you, cofin, wifely^ that ye ride ; ^3^^ 

Governeth yoo aUb of yonr diete 
Attemprely, and namely in thiv hetb. 
Betwix Us two nedeth no ftrange fate : 
Farewel, cofin, God Ihilde you fn> care ! 
If any thing thi^ bte by day or night, xj t^$ 

If it lie in my p«ower ard my might,. ■ 
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I'hat yc me wol command id any wile^ 
It ihal be don ri^hi ai ye wol devife. 
But o thing orye go, if it may be ; 

I wolde praycn you for to lene me 13 1 

An hundred franker for a V9cke or tweye, 

For certain beftcs that f muite beyc, 

To ttoren with a place that 'a ourev, 

(God help me fol wold that it were youres) 

1 ihal not faiUe fure}y of my day, 1 3 zoj 

Nut for a tboufand frankes, a mile way. 

I5utl6t this thing be fccree, I you preyc; 

Fur yet to-night thife beftes mote I bcye. 

And fare now wd, min owen cofin derc! 

Grand aurcy of your coft and of your chere. 1 3 z I o 

Th<« nobie marchant gentiily anon 
AnfWcrd and faid, O cofin min, Dan John ! 
Now iikerly thk is a fmal requelle ; 
My gold is yOures, whao that it you leftc. 
And cot only my gold but my chaffare : 132 r5 

1'akc what you left, God fhildc that yc fpare. 
But thing is, ye know it wd ynough 
Of chapmen that hir money is hir plough : 
We moun creancen while we han a name, 
3ut goodlcit lor to beo it is no game. I32 lo 

'ay it agen whan it lith in your efc : 
;fter my might ful fayn wold I you plcfc. 
.Thifo hundred frankcs fct he forth anon, 
id privcly he toLc hcni to Djiu John : 
Vtdume 2K, .1 
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To FlinJjct ward; hi* preniit wel hi» 
Til he came in to Biuggts mehly. . 
Kow goih lixiA nivchiint ftSie and hd 
Ahuut bis nede, alitl bitib, lind CTEUIC 
tic doiihtrplijFctliatthcditDeillHiu 
Kul 31 a mardiaQt.lhurClj Ibl lo ttU, 
Ht Icdtih hi. Ilf; uDd ihcr [ Itt himd 
J he Sunday neit ihr marchant »»« 
TuSciiitDenisycoQKr isDjii>ho, 
Viih craunc nod hcidc all £id1> aiui n 
]n all thu bout tbcr n'l* io litel a knkifi 
Ke no wighl cites, that he o'u ful fait 
I'lir that my Lord Djn Jnho wt' csmi 
Ao^fiiortl^r Id the point r'gbl fiii lo g 
Thi' laiic wit accordcth wub DsD Jo( 
That for tbifc huadrcd fcanku he fliul 
Havea bin in his arnica bnU upright i 
j\nd [hit ucaid patrcnucd wai in tied 
l(iH.i[.haUiiighlal>cryliflh<rki)« - 

t- iii«K. Hr^tatir/) The flri\ II in rtji^t 
t.ir lilt iikf nfiSc-ontw. tu' uiiBKe'ftffly,- 
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Til It was day, that Dan John yede his way, 

And bad the meitaie farewel, have good day : 13250 

For non of hem, nc no wight in the toon. 

Hath of Dan John right non fofpedioun : 

And forth he rideth home to his abbey, 

Or wher him lifte; no more of him I fey. 

This marchant, whan that ended was the faire, 
To Seint Denis he gan for to repaire, 1 3 25 6 

And with his wif he maketh fefle and chere. 
And telleth hire that chaffare is fo dere 
That nedes mufte he make a chevifance, 
For he was bonde in a recognifance 1 3 260 

To payen twenty thoufand Iheldes anon : 
For which this marchant is to Paris gon 
To borwe of certain frendes that he hadde 
A certain frankes, and fom with him he iadde. 
And whan that he was come in to the touo, 13 265 
For gret chiertec and grct affeiftioun 
Unto Dan John he goth him firft to pleyJc^ 
NQt for to axe or borwc of him moneye. 
But for to wete and feen of his welfare. 
And for to tellen him of his chaifare, 13 270 

As frendes don whan they ben niette in fere. 

Dan Johnr him maketh feile and mery chere, 

And he him toide agen ful fpecially 

How he had wcl ybought and graciouily 

(Thanked be God) all hole his marchandife, I3275 

Save that he muijb in alle manere wife 

1 :: 
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Maken a chu'Jrancr. a' furhiihcllc, 
And thin he Ihuldi ben in joyi »nit^t 
null Jnlin iirfwered, Ctrits I am f»i(i 
Tbscyc in liclc be comeq homoffnac 
Anriiiihat I wtrerjcht, a'havE I blUTc. 
Of twenty thnDfunil nicli1e<iauld je HI 
For ye fu kjoijtlf ihii ulirr nay 
^jutJnieEoiil.BiidaiileM'BnElniay ,, 
1 ihjafee j*o, liy God anO lifSeiiit J«m« 
But niihclci I folu unto ««T damt, i 
Your V if, ailiiinK:, iIi<f<m>goidajraia 
V^pajourbcijche; (Ix wol« '' welcert 
By esrloin tofecnef [hot I Clin hire ttjl. 
Now hy ynoc levt T niay no Ungir. owe! 
OiirahiintiFdlDlilDrihi'tiWI^nOn,! < 
And in hii EDqjliBgnie I BHlftt |0« - 
C^rMfvcttiw^aitit. mi" Bwtn ucTfiVi 
And farcwel, dfi« cnEn ! fil we awtc. 

Crtanced hatb.atiil paidE'cfce inl'afii - 
Tn certain Lu^ijbar^, ndy in hir hpst 
Xli«r^mnicrfgpld,'"id-g»«>'I'fceniIiS 
And hqn* lie fl^'lh mcry *< a pnpinfpy. 
For wbI he tMW he anod in Iwichc »m 
Tliai Dc6cf irufle he wippf in (hat m^ 
A ihaufand &teb«9 iOid» c>I hii ccflRgi 
^ Ki..wif I'oi tedy mt tie him al cbt gat 
Aiihen'a>n-OBtofoidub>&<:allUCii -' 
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And all that night in mhthe they ben fette, 1 3305 
For he was riche, and derely out of dette. 
Whan it was day this marchant gan enbnice 
His wif all neWe, and kifte hire in hire face. 
And up he goth> and maketh it ful tough. 
No more, quo4 ihe ; by God ye have ynough ; 133x0 
And wantonly agen with him (he plaide, 
Til at tlie laft this marchant to hire faide : 

By God, quod he, I am a litel wrothe 
"With you my wif, although it be me lothe; ' 
And wote ye why ? by Grod, as that I gefle I3 3 15 
That ye han made a manere ftrangenefle 
Betwkcen me and my cofin Dan John. 
Ye fliiild have warned me or I had gon 
That he you had an hundred frankes paide 
By redy token^ and held him evil apaide 23 3 lO 
For that I to him fpake of chevifance : 
( Me femed fo as by his contenance) 
But natheles, by God our heven king 
] thoughce not to axe of him no thing. 
1 pray thee, wif, ne do thou no more fo S 1332^ 

Tell me alway, er that I fro thee go. 
If any dettour hath in min abfence 
Ypaide thee, leil thurgh thy negligence 
I might him axe a thing that he hath paide. 

This wif was not aferde ne afiraidc, I3330 

But boidcly ihe faid, and that anon, 

Mary ! I defie that falfe monk Dan John ; 

If 
"J 
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ot of his tokenfce ncircr a del ; 
mc certain gold, 1 wpte it wd. 
iiilthedomt on hi« Q»«nke9 Ihoute ; 13333 
. it wot I wenil ivitbouteD doute 
had yeve it me h^caufe of you, 
therv?kh min honour add my prow 
lagc and eke for Wh? ^ <^f 
hath had fu I often titpe^ here { X3340 

I fee I ftimdje in fviriche disjoint 
fvere you ihqrtly to the point, 
ve mo flakhe dettovn ihan a^ I ; 
)1 pay yoti wel and redily 
to day ; and if fo be I faiile, '33 45 

ir wif, fcofc it upon ley taile, 
al pay as Tone as ever I may; 
iy trputh 1 have on mio arrayt 
in wafte, bcftowal it every del ; 
I huve bcftowed it fo wel ^33S^ 

• Iionour, for Goddes fake I fay 
nor wrothc, but let us Uugh aod play : 
ny joly body han to wedde; 
I n'ill not pay you but a-bedde ; 
it mc, min owcn fpoufe dere ! '33J5 

tiuTsvanl, and maketh better cherc. 
:iarchant faw ther wa» no remedy, 
to chide it n'ere but a foly, 
the tiling may not amended be. 
, lie fiiid, and 1 foryc ve it tliee ; 13360 
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But lyy thy lif be ne no more fo large; 
Kcpe bet my good ; this yeve I thee ia charge. 
I'hus endeth now my Tale, and God us fende 
Taling ynough vnto oor lives ende. 

TflE PRIORESSES PROLOGUE. 

*We l faid^ jyy ^nptu Domini, quod our Hoile { 1 3 365 

Now longe mote thou fallen by the cofte. 

Thou gentil maifUr, gentil marincre. 

God give the monke a thoufand lad quad ycre. 

A ha ! felawes, beth ware of fwiche a jape. 

The nioi)ke put in the mannes hode an ape, 1 33 70 

And in his wifes eke, by Seint Aodin. 

Draweth no mqnkes more into your in. 

But now paiTe over, and let us feke aboute 
Who ihal now tellen firft of all this route 
Another Tale : and with that word he faid, 1 3 3 75 
As curtejily asit had ben a maid; 

My Lady PrioreiTc, by your lev e. 
So that I wift I ibuld you not agreve^ 
I wolde demen that ye tellen (hold 
A f'ale next, if fo were that ye wold. X3380 

Now wol ye vouchefauf, may Lady dcre ? 

Gladly, quod (he; and faide as ye Ihut here. 

-^. 13368. a tbou/jruihjl quadyere] Lafi, in Teut. is onus* 
farc'ma^ Kilian ; and qxiaed in the (kme laniniage i« malus : the 
meaning therefore i», God give the xnonkc a tboufand Iqfi (ever 
fo great a weight) c^quadyere (bad year»^ misfurtuae.) The 
ItaUani ufc mal anno in the fame fecfe. 
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This is to fay, to fingefi and to rede, '343^ 

As fmale children d6n in hir childBfede.' 

Amongf thife children i^as a widcl^es foBe, 
A litcl dcrgion, fevenc ycre of ag«. 
That day by day to feole was his wone. 
And eke alfo, ^ hcras he fey the image '3435 

Of Criftes modcr, had he in ufage, 
As him was taug^ht, to knele adonn,- and fay 
Avt Marie as he goth l>y the way.- 

Thus hath this widewe hire Htd fone ytavght 
Our blisful I^ady, Crifte? modcr dcre, 13440 

To worfhip ay, and he forj^tc it naught, 
For fcly childe wol alway fone lerc. 
But ay whan I remembre on this matere 
Seint Nicholas ftatit'evef in my prcfence," 
For he fo ycngto Crift did revercttcc, 13445 

This litcl childfrhiif litol book krAing, 
As he fate in the fcole at his primcre. 
He Alffra Rjcfemptorh herde fing. 
As children lered hif antiphonere, 
And as he dorft he ckow him nere and ncre, 1345O 
And herkened ay the wordes and the note. 
Til he the firftc vers coude dl by rote. 

■^. I ^444. Scint Nicfjohs'] We have an account of the very 
e^iri V- njely of this Taint In his k-ircn, Brci: kcnun. vi. D::en:b. ; 
*' ( ujus viri (anditas qunnta futura eflct, jam ab incunabulii 
»' .M;;.»aTuit. Kam iofaw, cum rcHquasdies lac nutricU freyucni 
•• Iv.^crct, quar^a et lextA fi.ria (nn TrcJncfdAys and FiLUyiJ 
*• llemcl diintaxat, idqtie vcfpcri, fu2Cbat.* 
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Nought wift he what this Latin was to fay. 
For he To yonge and tendre was of age ; 
But on a day his felaw gun he pray f 3455 

To cxpounden him this fung in his langag<-.^ 
Or telle him why this foiig was in ufagc : 
rhin prayde he him to con fir ue and declare 
Ful often time upon his kneen bare. 

His felaw, which that elder was than he, 134 60 
\rifwerd hini thus; This fong, I have herd fay, 
Was maked of our blisful Lady fre, 
Hire to fuluc, ar.d eke hire for to prey 
To ben cur help and focour whan we dey. 
I can no more expound in this niattre : 134^5 

I Icrne fong ; I can buc fmal grammere. 

And is this fong maked in reverence 
Of Criftcs rnodcr ? faid this innocent : 
Now ccltes 1 woldon my diligence 
To conne it all or Crillemaflc be went, I3470 

Though that I for my primer ftial be fhent, 
An<i flial be beten thrics In an houre, 
[ wol it conne our Ladic for to honourc. 

His felaw tiuijiit him hon^eward privcly 
Fro day to day til he coude it by rote, 134 75 

And than he fong it wel and bold^ly 
Fro '^ttrd to word according wlt^.theiioto: 
Twics a duy it pffTcd thurgh his thnjtc. 
To Ccolewar-i and homeward whan he wentc ;. 
On Criilcs moder fct waa his entente. . I348« 
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As I have faid, thurf hont die Je#erii 
This litel chUd«At he dme to add h6^' "' 
fulmerlly than Wold he iifgiiiij'aji' !- * 

The fwetend&s kith his hcfte perlod'lb tU^ 

Of Crift^ meder, that CO hire to ^My 
He cannot fiinc of fingifig by the tttjr; ' • * 

Our firfte Ijfi, the ferjient SatlUUMay 
That hath !»> Jewet herte hi* wafpet htft^' • 
Up fwale and iaid^ O Ebniike pepte^ akal - ^ Ij^fi 
Is this to you a thing that irbooeflf; " 
That fwiche a hoy ihal'v^taken u hlu lUte 
In y oUr defpif , and fibg of fwiche ftfitedo6y 
Which is agakt'onr U«rt8 reterenwf > • 

From thenAesfotth the Jewcs had conlj^ttid 134^ 
This innocent bM of this world to chtfce I 
An homicide the^to han they hired, ' 

That in an aleye had a priwe place, 
A nd as the child gtm forthby for to paci 
This curfcd Jew him hent and held him faft, 155CO 
And cut his throte, and in a pit him caft. 

I fay that in a wardrope they him threwe 
VJhcT as thife Jewcs piirgen hir entraiUe. 
O curfcd folk ! c»f tterodes aile-ncwift. 
What mliy your evil entente you avaiUe ? t350 j 
Mordre wol out, certein it wol not £iiUc; 
And namely ther the hohcur of God fhal fpredc- ' 
The blood out crieth on yoor curled dede. 




arHK rRxonEsssB tale* 109 

O martyr (buded in virginitee! 
Now maid thou finge and folwen ever in on X35 10 
The vhite LAmb celeflial, quod ihe, * 

Of which the gret evangelift Seint John 
In Pathmos wrote, which fayth that they that gon 
Befom this Lamb, and iinge a fong al newe, 
That never fleflily woman they ne knewe. 135 15 
. This poure widewe awalteth al that ni^t 
After hire litel childc, and he came nought* 
For which as Tone as it was dayes light, 
With face pale of drcde and befy thought 
She hath at fcole and elks wher him (boght, 1 35 20 
Til finally Ihe gaa fo fer afpto 
That he lafl feen was in the Jcweric. 

With modres pit^c in hire breH enclofed 
She goth, a!i (he were half out of hire minde, 
To every pUice wher ihe hath fuppofed ^iS^S 

By likelihcd hire litcl child tp finde ; 
And ever on Crifles moder meke and kinde 
She cried, an^at the lalie thus ihe wrought, 
Among the curfed Jcwes (he him fought. 

bhe freyneth and Ihe praicth pitoufly 135 SO 

To every Jew that dwelled in thilke place- 
To telle hire if hire child went ought forth by; 

•^r. 1 ■^i;oO' fouilfd in virsinitec'} Or, (Accordinc to the better 
mff.) /otitied to I'irfinitce SouUcA is from thtr Fi./ou'.ifcr, a-ul 
tl\at from the l.tt folhiititf, corifolidattd, faUeiied together. 
In vvickl-iirc's M T. Dei's iii mufothiatji: is rendcrcd/o^fii/t^. 
TJie Utter {lart of this ftap^4 refers Xo.Rtv, xiv. 3, 4. 
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They fay den Nay ; but Jcfu of hi< ^race 

Yavc in hire thought, within a licel fpace, 

l^..it in that place after hire fone (he aide I JJ5J 

Ther he wax caften in a pit befide. 

O grete God, chat partornicft thy laadc 
By mouth of innocentet, lo here thy might! 
This ftm of chaAitee, this emeraude. 
And eke of martirdome the rubie bright, 135 4« 
Ther he with throte ycorven lay upright 
I-Ie Ahua RedemffUris gan to fioge 
So loudc, that all the place gan to ringe. 

The Criften folk that thurgh the ftrete wente 
Yn conicn for to wondre upon this thing, ijj 45 

And haflifly they for the proToft fentc : 
I le cnme anon wtthouten tarying, 
And hf'ricth Crift, that is of heren king. 
And dec his moder, honour of mankind. 
And after that the Jewes let he binde. 13JJ* 

This child with pitooi^lamcntatinn 
Was taken up, fingicg his fong alway. 
And wirh honour and grct proceffion 
They ^.irien him unto the next al.bey; 
Ills moder fwouning by chc here lay : '355 J 

Uniic^hes might the peple that was there 
Tlii-^ newc Rachel brir.gcn fro his here. 

With tnrmcnt and with fhamtful deth eche en 
This provcft. doth thife Jewes for to flcrvc 
That of this mordcr wide, and that anon : I3j6o 
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He n^olde no fwkhe curfedoefie obfervc! 
Evil (hal he have that evil wol defcrre; 
TherSore with wilde hors he did hem drawe. 
And after that he hepg hem hy the lawe. 

Upon his here ay lith this int>ocent ^S5^S 

Seforn the auter while the maife laft. 
And after that the abbot with hit coveitt 
Han fpcdde heai for to berie him ful Siik; 
And whan they holy water on him caik 
Yet fpake this child, whan fprcint n'ajthe holy water. 
And fang OAIma Redempt4)rU Mater! * 35 7 IC 

This abbot, which that wa> an.holy mao, 
As monkes heq, or eiics ought to be, 
I'his yonge child to conjure he began, 
And faid ; O dere child ! \ hall'e thee, . f JJ 75 

In vertue of the holy trinitee. 
Tell me what is thy caufc for to fing, 
£ith that thy throte is cut to my lemiDg. 

My throte is cut unto my eekkt hon, . 

Saide this child, and as by way of kimle 1 35 Sc 

I (huld have deyd, ye longe tim^ agon^ 

♦"• > 3575- ii'^ift t^nl Wi.JfJk. I, 2, read Vcoitjvare thee — 
but that fecms to he a uloii. To ba'Ji iigniftci properly Ut cm- 
brace round tlje necl, from the Sax, bals^ the neck. [See ver. 
10253.3 So in C. L. vtfr. izyo. ; 

I n?n() and fpckc, «nd Uugk, Ar.(l kifTvy 4n(| J)^t. 
It fignificti alfo to faiiitc, /'. i\ lo!. Zi. ; 
I bttlfc hyrr. herKl'iich, ai \ hy* f rfiHdc WCM. 

An4 fnl. jy, to Uijute vjith «ver<3ice ; 
An* the elerea fterrcj kc.lfi d III in »H— ^— 

sxbifib Sficmi 19 ^ ^ italic licr^. 

Kij 
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But JefuTfift.asyeJtoliookctfiiide, : ■ ' ' 
Wol thathugjiafy laAandfae insuode^ 
AndfordMitaHUjfMhMmoderilaro * 
YetmayIflttgU>iilliMlmi^WDdckre. . -■ lji9$ 

This wdle of iperdc^ Criftet mpc kr i W ^fcy 
I loved ahray, jto«ftiir my toDiuiig $ * 
And whan A* 1 my lif fliokk fbritte 
To me (he cunor 'M^l^ »e for to fiag 
ThUantemTenutyiBmyjdyaig'^ .-. •: 1159* 

As ye hao hcnle; aadwlus that Ibadfimgo ■ 
Me thought Ih^ hid a grata vpoB my toBgt* > 

Wherfoiel fiogf.and fiof I mote certaia, 
Ir I opoar of that bliflid maiden fireey . m 

Til fro my toqfJB of taken itthejrfaio* ' tSf 95 

And after that tins fiode fte to mc; 
My llrsi child, than wol f £etchen thee, 

AVhan that the grahi is fro thy tongc ytakert 

Be not agafte^ 1 wol thee not fbrfakc. 

1 his holy, monlt, this abbot him mcne I, TJ^OO 

His tonge outcanght, and tdkc away the gnun. 

And he yave up thegofi fbl ibftdy. 

And whan this abbot had this wonder km 

U s *alte teres trilled adoun as reync. 

And groff he fell al pbtte upon the gronnd,. ij^J 

And dill he ky as he bad ben yboam}. 

-^ 1 3597. than vfl ifetcluH tb^2 1^ beft nC read imiv 
which is Ccaxce reccMicileable to any nikwof f^ieech. Even vMi 
t tiiov whichr I have adopted there i» a fi;reatcr confii- 

fi. : ift narration than h rtcoUed ti» haMt obfienrcd In aof 

other u: ChauceA ftorics. 
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The covcDt lay eke upon the pavement 
Weping and herying CriftcB modtrr derc; 
And after that they rifen, and forth ben vent, 
And toke away titia tnartir fro Jbis here, 13 6 19 

And in a.tombe of marble (looef clere 
Eciclofen they his litel body fwctc ; 
Ther he is now God lene us for to m^te. 

O yonge Hew of Liuculn ! {lain alfo 
With cnrfed Jewes, as it is notftbk, f^S^^S 

for it n*iri hue a licel while a^, 
Pray eke for tts» we finfnJ folk unftablc^ 
That of his mercy Godfo merciabie 
On ashis grete mercie multiplie. 
For reverence of his moder Marie* iSOao 

PROLOGUE TO SIRE THOPAS* 

\^ HAN faid was this miracle every mjia 

As fober was that wonder was to fee. 

Til that our Hofte to japen he begeoi^ 

And than at erft he loked apon nno, 

And faide thus ; What man art thou ? quod he ! 

Thou lokeft as thou woldcft find an hare, 13626 

For ever upon the ground I fee thee Hare. 

Approche nere, and loke up merily. 
Now ware you, Sires and let this nian have place; 
He in the wade is ihupcn as vvcl as I. 13639 

:Jr, 1 36i J. tojjien bs IcgciTC^ So mf. E. ; fomc mff. read — 
$bo began. , 

Kiij 
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This were a popet io an arme to enbrace 
¥<n any woman, fnr:al and faire of face. 
He fcnieth dvifli by his contenance, 
For unto no wighc doth he datiance. 

•Say now fomwhat.fm other folk hanlaidc; 1^6^$ 
Tell ti<: a Talc of n^irthe, and that axK>xi. 
HoOe, quod I, ne be not evil apaidc. 
For other Tale certcs can I non 
En f of a rime I Icrned yore agon. 
\'e., that is g:ood. quod he; we ihullen here 13^40 
Som dcintee thing mc thuxketh by thy chere. 

THE RIME OF SIRE THOPAS, 

1 .J 5 r t N ET H , Lordingfp, in good entcnt, 

An (11 wol tcl you vet ami nt 

Of mirthe and of folas, 

Al of a kni^^hc was faire and gent 13645 

In batailJe and in twrnament, 

His name was Sire Ihopas. 

Yborue he was in fer contree. 
In Flandre*?, al bevondr the fee. 
At Popcring in the place : 13^50 

Hi-, ftithtr was a mr.u ful free, 

7 >.'{ Rime of Sire Th^f-.-rs'] A northom Talc of an mitlandiib 
kiii^'lit. puriHifdy uttered by Cltaucer in a rime a;ul itylc dxf- 
tVriiijr frcm the rcrt, asthoufh heliirr.feifwtre not ihc author 
but only the reporter nf the other Tales. I'trr. 

■^. I i6t;o- At Pnpering^ PopperinporPoppcliPj; was the name 
of a p-irilTi hulic m.irchcs of Calais : our fAinous amiqmrv Lc- 
land was uiicc Ilcdor of it. Tc^nncr^ Lit I. Drii, in v. Lciar.J, 
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And lord he was of that contree, 
As it was Goddesgraoe. 

Sire rhopas was a doughty fwain. 
White was his face as paindemaine, 136 < S 

His lippes red as rofec 
His rudde is like fcarlet in graiOy 
And I you tell in good certain . . 

He had a femely nofe. 

His here, his berde, was like fafroun, 13(^60 

That to his girdle rtvght adouo ; 
His (boon of Cordewane ; 
Of Brugges were his hofen broiin ; 
His robe was of chekelatoun, 
That cofte many a Jane. Tii^^S 

♦• »3<555- p^iindemajne^ That this muft have been a fwt of 
remarkably white bread is clear enough. Skinner derives* it 
from panis matiitinus^ fofn de matin ; and indeed Du Cange 
mentions a fpecies of loaves or rolls called MatfncHi. However, 
I am more inclined to believe that it received its denomina- 
tion from the province of Maine, where it was perhaps made 
in the g:reateft perfection. T find it twice in a northern tale called 
Tbe Freirii 9fBerv.*ickt mf. Mnitiand ; 

And all that creil is full of bnid of Mane. 
And again — the Afane bre'td. 

^. 1 3664. chekelatQwi} The gloflaries fuppofe this word to 
be comp(»undcd oicbeke and latoun, a fpecies of bafe metal lilce 
gold ; bOt it fecras rather to be merely a corruption of the Ft. 
ciclatcn^ which oricinalty fiKnitied a circular robe of (late,fn>m 
the Gr. Lat. cyclas^ and afterwards tlK* cloth of gold of which 
fuch robes were generally made. Du Cange, in v. Cyclas^ has 
produced inftances enough of both fenfe*. In fad feveral mflT. 
read cklaton > and I have no excufe for not having followed 
them but tliat I was mlfied by the authority of Spenfcr, as 
quoted by Mr. Warton, Ohf. on Spcnf. v. i. p. 194. Upon further 
ccnlideracion I think it is plain that ^peafei wa» roiQakcn in the 
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He coude hunt at the wilde dcre. 
And ride on hauking for the rivcre 
With grey goihauk on houde; 
Therto he was a good archere : 
Of wrailling was thcr non his pere • 
Ther ony ram (huld flonde.' 

Ful many a maide bright in hour 
They mourned for him /laruwcur 
Whati hem were bet to flepc ; 
But he was chafte and no lechoor, 
And fwete as is the bramble flour 
That bereth the red hcpe. 

And fo it fell upon a day, 
Forfoth, as I you tcllen may, 
Sire Thopas wold out ride ; 
He worth upon his ftede gray, 
And in his hond a launcegay, 
A long fwerd by his fide. 

very foundation of his notion, " that the <juilted Irifl 
•' eiiibn)idcrcd withpildtrd leather" liad aoyrclcmlMan* 
** robe ofjhc -L'Aron." He fuppofc* that Chancer li hen 
biiv Sir 'r;ii)pas a.> lie went to n^ht a;;^inlt the {ii.mr, \n 
tif jhiviKiton J vhereas, on the conirar^'. it is oviilcnt 
Thop.iR io lierc dofcribcd In hiS ufual Ji.il»ir in time oi 
liiA warlikv* appaiel, wlieii lie i^<h*s n>rijjhta. .'irut the 
dciVribc'l l^lo'.v, ver. 137^6, ai'.d foil, and is totally di 

t'. 13^1^^. a Jjr.:^ A coin (-f Janua, iVJcnua/ c.iIIcj 
ftatu:e^ /.i.'Vv IwlfptrtxC. Sec the quocations from 6to< 
Wartoii's 0//. cii Spcnf. v. I. p. iSo. 

^-.1 ;667. b.u:kir.ijcr tb-: ri'z.crc'] Sec the note on v« 

if. I ^<3t I. TbiT ony r.inij Sec the note on vcr. f jo. 

■^. I i6\iz. .: /.jHKiVj.rv] 'I'heeditt. luvc fplit thisim 
Into two words, as iff i>- were an cpilhct. It occurs as ( 
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He priketh thurgh a faire iotcH, 
Therin is many a wilde bed, ' X3685 

Ye bothe buck and hare; 
And as he pricked north and eft^ 
I telle it you, him had almefle 
Betidde a Tory care. 

Ther fpringen hcrbes grctc and fmale, 13690 
The licorift and the fetewale, 
And many a cloue gilofre, 
And notemuge to put in ale, 
Whether it be moift or ftale, 
Or for to lain in cofre. '3^95 

The briddes fingen, it is no nay. 
The fperhauk and the popingay, 
That joye it was to here, 

inRot. Pari. 29 H.VI. n. 8. ; **And the faid Evan then and there 
•• with a launcegay fmote the fald William Threfham threughc 
** the body a foote and more, whereof he died.'* Nicot deter ibes 
a zagayf to be a Moorilh lance longer and flenderer than a pike, 
from the Span. Arab, azagaya. 

■^. 1 369*. clone gilofrf^ Chu de gtrojle^ Vt. caryopbyllus, Lati 
a clove tree, or the fruit of it. Sir J. Mandevilie, c. xxvi. de- 
fcribing a country beyond Cathaie, faysj ** And in that col^ 
•* tree, and in other contrees thcreabouten, growen many trees 
** that beren cUnve gylofres and notemuges, and grete note6 of 
•* Ynde, and of canelle and of many other fpicc8.'*--But the 
molt appofire illuftration of this paiTage is a fimilar defcription 
in Chaucer's R. R. vcr. 1 360 — m — in the original, ver. 1 347 
— ro See alfo a note of an Ingenious correfpondent in Mr. 
Warton*s Ob/, on Spenf v. i. p. 1 39, cd. I76», where this paf- 
lape is very oroperly adduced tt> Ihew that The Rime of Sire 
Thopai was intended as a burlefque on the old ballad romancet. 



TIiclhroQclco^BudetkehliUy, ' 

The irodc iln«c upon chETptay 
He hng fnl loade lad cicre. - 

Sire ThDpu frit in hnJoDftiof 
Al whan he herd the (hroflol Sog, 
Ani ptiked ai he were wood; 
Hii taire (lede Inkli prikinf 
So Twatcc ihac men might him wria(, 
Hii lidci were a! hlood. 

Sire Thopu eke fo wery kU 
For priiing on the fpfie pMi • 
Safieiiiva) hiicorae^i 
Thacduun he laid him in thu place 
To maken hit fledelnmlabcc. 
And yaf him good forap:. , 

A, Scinte Muf , timiJklU ! 
^VhM aiktli thli Ldtc Bi mc 
To hinde me lb fore .' 
Me drcmed iH itiii night parde 
An el/qiuK-flialiny leconian be. 
And flepe nndfT my frn. 

An elf queue wol lloveywii. 
For in ihi> world nn wnmui i* 
Worthy to be my make | in toun 

t. i]?ii. yiiiniwJ'IliElietiiKiliI wwdihHhktv 
(uimSiunii, m diUlnguHbed b)> i uiaiA of ibii Ui 
C. ii aM the bme BaA iirciicaiiiil In lei. i yo- ' 1 
i33if,wl>i^Hlhetit4in]uJf>ikilAi3Hc:A!fiifU^flUii 
meDe. WliiUierlniUckSiciDntlKw.inliiliiute^ 
to be cooIl'Juicd u i<ll; idiUUwui fui iu puipvte of 
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All other women I forfake, 

And to an elf quenc I me take 

By dale and eke by doun. 1 3 7*5 

Into his fadel he clombe anon. 
And priked over Uiie and ilea 
An elf quene for to efpic, 
Tii he io lung had ridcn and g;one 
That he fond in a privee wone XJ 7 JO 

The contree of Faerie. 

Wherin he foughte north and foath, 
And oft he fpicd with his mouth 

cvng tbe rhyme which anfwers to them, or whether fome fine^ 
which originally connctled them with the context have been 
Itjft it i» not eafy to dettrmine. Upon the latter fbppofition, 
which I coDfeft appears to me the moft probable, we may hrtia* 
gitte that in the prercDt inft;ince the three lafl linei of this ftanzc 
and the three firft of the folk)W)ng: (except the words in toun) 
tiave Uroppcd out : in the three other inftairces Of^y two lioe« 
and the two firft fiKt of the third may be fuppofed to be want- 

inj;. In fuppc^t of this hypothecs it may beobfervcd, that 

io the very next f^anza the lafl line, vcr. 1 3731, and the fot- 
lowing! iine« in mf. C. i, fland thus j 

1 he rortrrr of Faerie fo wIMe, 

Fur in that contree n'xs ttier non 

[That to him tturfl ride or gon] 

Neither wif nt ehllde. 
Whctl'.er the two lijics atid part of another which I hflve in- 
fcrtcil before 'u.:Ude from other mff. be genuine 1 will not be 
pot'tive, but it i.^ very clear, I think, that fomcthing is want- 
ing. The line between hooks, which is inferred in m£ C. i, in 
a later hand, is in mfi". HA. D. 

♦". I :i7 ^ 5. hcffkd'} Ed. Urr. rc.idsy^/r^rf, I know not upon 
■what authority ', but the emendation is probable enouph, ai 
»he ejrpreP'twi offpyhg tvttb the movtb fcems to be too c^tra- 
vapr.ntly abfurd even for this compofition. To Jpire or Jpere^ 
Gl. r>oug. figniltcs to inqoire. fVom the ^JL%-Jpyrian» See P, U 
^317. Cover f ■Cbnf. Amanx'^ fol. 1 8*, 
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In manv a foreft wilde. 

For in tliat contree tf as ther non I373J 

That to him dorfl ride or gon, 

Neither wif oe childe. 

Til that ther came a gret g:eaaDt, 

His name was Sire Oliphauat, 

A perilous men of dede ; X3740 

He fayde, Child, by Termagaunt 

But if chou prike out of myn haunt 

Anon I ilee thy ftede || with mace ■ ■ ■ 

Here is the Quene of Faerie, 

With harpe, and pipe, and Umphonie, X374J 

Dwelling in thii» place. 

^> 13739. Sire OltpbauntJ Sir Elephant, a proper name ibr 
a giant. Mandcville. p. z8 3. ; ** And there l>en alfo many wykk 
•' befles, and nameliche of gIv/j antes.'* 'I he very learned ud 
injrenious author of Letters on Chivalry, Is'c. fuppofes ** that 
** the bokc of The Giant Olypbant and Chyldc Thopag wunot 
*' a ikiion of Chaucer's own, but •* ftory of antique fame, and 
*' very ccleb'-atcd in the days of chivalry." I can only lay that 
I have r.ut been fo fortunate a« to meet with any traces offuck 
a liory of an earlier date than The Canterbury Talcs. 

i'. I 3741 . ly TcrrraiAunt} This Saracen deity in an oM ro- 
mance, mf. DoJ 1624, is conRantly called Ter^aiani 

Ik: dcvai.t fci tait porter fun dragon, 

K I'cltpnd^irt Teii'c.^an e Mahum^ 

H un ymagciie Afellin le felun. 
And a;:ain ; 

i'lciRnent hir de«i« Ttrvnp.an et Mabum^ 

V. .'.uolii/t, i.uiM 11 line rien unl. 
Til's rujiiaiKc, whicJi in tlic mf. has no title, may pofKbly be 
;i!i o.dcr cojjy of one which is frequently qucted by Uu Canf^e 
ur.iier the title of Le KriKj,i Ac Ronce^'e.zux. The author's name 
\Nas Turold, as at>pears trom tiie latt line ; 

Ci j",>iv Ic m«e niic 'Turvid' dcclmet. 

He M i..>t ruei.thmcd by any of the writers of French iiteraty 

hUlory tJjat 1 have fecu. 



^'■"t thou iiTC'r"'^'* 

For here ^^^'"^"^""'dar 

"" ">"Y men 

"t kind of n''''''"'J """s fs 'J,, , , 



Do come, hef3yd,mynuncllrakt 
And gcllourt for to tellen tain 



And <kc of loTc-longipg. 

t. lyjs. !dl«"-' fir n iiSaiiteiJ Tbe iwopi 
ofaro'uu'iiutarecttctilnotlEllswhkli wuo 

XtK bniKho o! tile minftrel'. ptoicfTino. viVi 

Jfsirrjnc irivPTIonei^ toecIbcT In (Eic rolfr>w1ii|;11it«t, 
lain ni N>!r]rcinni>itriiilbtiaii of « religkHH traati 
o(Will:y, mr. xrt. iJ C vlll.|i. j.j 



u< ii(tVr- "n ud yqiMUVt 



tivluvc tieoi Llili I wlicn ihe Fnnch nmuncn finini 
iiMltiitjri n(it hinph?rnetlicyearl)uo,CVQC-iAKl 

i.niic 1:4:1111 uDilLRicik locoUr^tojUhnall thiirc 
i:li^i:iiUi:nL- iRri SM bmSf, ami (0 ('■in them Inn 
iwJy jf hRioT.-. T_e as fim boob of thlt wort con 
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They fet him firil t^e fwete win, 1 3 7 80 

id aiede eke in a mafelin 
id real fpicerie, 

gringer-bred that was ful fin, 

id licoris and eke comio, 

ith fujrer that is trie. '3 7 85 

He diddc next his white lerc 

cloth of lake fin and clere 
breche and'eke a fherte, 

I death of Pcpln. They bcRin thus ; *• Qui ft comenza la hy- 
toria el Real Hi Franza comenzando aConflAntino Impcra- 
iire Secondo inolte lezende che io ho artrovate e racotte In- 
ieme.** lidit.Mutirue, 149 1« fol. It was reprinted in 1537 
dcr this title ; " / reali di Franza, ncl quale fi contiene la 
;rnerazi()ne di tutti ! Re, Duchi, t>rincipi e Baroni dl Franza, 
; delli Paladini, colle battaglie da loro t'atte,*' Is'c ^Oiirio^ 
fU p. 530. Salviati had Teen a mf. of this work written about 
JO, \_Crifcimb. t. i. p. 330,] and I do not believe that any 
uition of a real \px royal) romance it to be found in French 
Engliih prior to that date. 

|r. 1 3786. Hd didde next bis xubite lerey He did, or put, on 
xt his white Ikin. To don (do on) and doff (do of) have been 
life as vuli;ar words long fince Chaucer's time. Lere feems 
be ufed fur (kin in I/umbras, mf. Cott. Cai. ti, fol. 1x9. } 

Hi* Udy U wbiu at wales bone. 

Here lere brygte to fe upon, 

80 faire a* blofme on tr e ■ 
3Ugh it more commonly fi{;nifies only what we call com* 

;xion. In the romance of Zi BeauDe/conus his arming \% 

IM defcribed, fol. 4a. ; 

They cafte on him a rcberte of rellE, 

A gypell at -white as mellc 

In thit fcrnely fair, 

And f)'Zt an bawberic brygt, 

Tbat richely vas a(l)(;t 

Wltb ma) lies tby kke and fknale.— — 

L»ij 
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And oext his fhert an haketon, 

And over that an habergeon '379^ 

For pcrcing of his herte; 

And over that a fin hauberk 
Wxs all ywrought of jewes weik, 
Ful ftroog it was of plate, 

And over that his ccte-annoare, '3795 

As white as is the lily floare. 
In which he wold debate. 

His flicld was all of gold fo red, 
And thcria Wds a bores hed, 

A chirbouclc bcfide ; I38CO 

And ther he fwore on ale and bred 
How that the geaunt ihuld be ded, 
Betide what fo betide. 

His jambeux were of cuirbouly, 
His fwerdcsfheth of ivory, '3805 

•^. 15793- of jnvestverk'^ I do not rccoMeft to h.iYc 'cfil 
the J<rw8 cetelM-ated any where as remark r.T \z ar- ..''.-•.•ri ; I a:n 
th.-rctbre inclined to adopt ^n cvplin.if'r. ot i\\U w .■ v! wli'.ch 
I ti.ui n a m>te of tlie learncJ editor of . f.v.vi; Vr- t:ij^ /»;.-":r, 
p. xy>'\ ** ThHy-rrf, not this Jew, but t!ii<; iuv^lcr or majri- 
»* c.iin. The words tojcml, to I'.ccoive, .ii..I./,;tXr y-pjii l.">'t 
*' ju.:i{!ingtricJi8. arc 11.11 in ufc InL* rJ .iuidt'ird'sinr. p.136, 
*' there »« a fragment of a fort ct ;"urv ta'.c. where ^i.'>c -i tbt 
" ./.MUtf bfjfrxii me/i:in l^hc is tlie q^toen v» ni jj-i* .uiw,'' — Ac* 
« o.ditiir to this cxilaiiationy.'-.irj \Lcrh.: iiiiiy u>{iiity the wort 
o!' in ijvc'ans or fair-v*. 

t- » 3S00. A ^hArb-j:;:]:^ .: c:r!>iin:!t .V^-.'.-^jMriV, Ft.! wa» 
a c )..jmt)n bcarlnjj. liuil.i'-i's f/..v..<.w,v, y. 10 ), 

\.cr<: made, wasalto ay^klie'l to mai^y otht r ;i'jr|Kjri.'.-. j'cc t'. -ij. 
V. i» c. 1 10, 13,0, and v. i\r. c. \j. In Unii iatt latfatfc be fayv 
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His lielme of latoji^n bright. 
His fadel was of rewel bone. 
His bridel as the fonne fhone. 
Or as the mone light. 

His fpcre was of fin cypres* X 3 8 1 o 

That bodcth wcrrc and nothing pecs, • 
The bed ful fliarpe ygroand: 
His ilede was all dapple gray. 
It goth an aumble in the way 
Ful fof tely and round |l in lond e 1 3 8 15 

Lo, Lordes min, here is a fit, 
If yc wol ony more of it 
To telle it wol 1 fond. 

Now hold yotir mouth /)our tlariiee 

Botheknight and lady fre, T38ao 

And hcrkeneth to my fpell; 

Of bataille and of chevalrie. 

Of ladies love and druerie, 

Anon I wol you tell. * 

the Saracens covered their targes with ** culr boidll dc Crp^' 
** doce^ ou nul fer ne peut prendre n'attaclier ; fi le cuir n'eft 
*« trop €chauf6." 

^. 13807. revjel bone} Whatkind of material this was I pro- 
fiefs my fdf quite Ignorant. In the Turnam. nfTottenham^y/er. ? 5, 
[ifn<r. Poet.-^. ii. p. iSOTibby ij» intniduced with a garland 
on her head full of ruell bones. Tlic derivation InGlofT. Vrr. of 
this word from the Fr. riW/, diverfly coUnired, has not t^\e Icait 
pmbability. Tlic bther, which deduces it from the Fr. roueliey 
rotula, the whirlbone or kneepah, Is more plaufible, tliough, 
M the gloflarift obferves, that fcnfe will hardly fuit here. 

ir- 1 3Hz 3. 0/ ladies loT-e and drueriel 1 have taken the 11- 

iKrty here of departing from the inlT. whicli read 

And of ladies love drucrle. 

L 111 
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MenfpekeD ofromaunceeo^jirb, ^3^9/ 

Of Hornchild and of Ipotis, 
Of Bevis and Sire Guy, 
Of Sire Libeux and Pleindamour, 
But Sire Thopas he bereth tht floor 
Of real chevalrle. J 3^39 

Hif) goode flede he al beftrode, 
And forth upon his way he glode 
As fparcle out of bronde ; 
Upon his creil he bare a tour. 

And therin {liked a lily flour; I3835 

God fhilde his corps fro flionde ! 

ITpon fecond thoughts I am more inclined to throw out iore 
as a i^'offt for dritoic, and to read thus j 

And of ladies drucrie. 
Drueric is llianjiciy explained in OlolT, L'rr.f9briit}\ modefiy: 
i: means couitlhip, gallantry. 

-^ . 1 3818. Of Sire Liicuxj His romance W ^n mf. Con. Cal. If. 
In i!'.c I zth Uan/.i wc have his true name axul tlie reafion of it* 
Kiiig Arthur fpcak* ; 

Now rici>i,V h:m alle thus, 

J.r P.t.'u Dfj'icnutf 

If">>r »^c love of IOC, 

Thr.n :r.Ry yc wctc arowe, 

7;.. /.ITC HHi.Irf'Ur 

Cciiua hi b.^tte he. 
Ihid I'lciaJamour^ This is the rcadinpof the mff. and I know 
not v.hv we ll;ould change it lor liU/:darnour, as both naoKl 
ioiinu cqii^'iy well. 

t". *.3'533. Asftarcle} The feme fin^ilc is in {Turner a;, faL 
I 30. b. ; 

He fpronRC forth, oifparkt on [f . •/] f 'cJe. 
Clf* ie in tljc prcceoing verfc \* njobably iot flffwde, glowcd« 
lium the Sax. glaivant candsre* 



THE PROLOGUE TO MELIBEUS. IX/ 

And for he was a knig^iit auntrous 
He n'olde ilepen in non hous. 
But liggen in bit hood; 

His bright helih was his wanger, 15S40 

And by him baited bis deftrcr 
Of herbes fin and good. 

Himfelf drank water of the well. 
As did the knight Sire PerdvcU 
So worthy under wede, 13^45 

Til on a day ■ ■ ■ 

PROLOGUE TO MELIBEUS. 

^o more of this for Goddes dignitee. 

Quod our Hofle, for thou makeil me 

So wery of thy veray lewedoefle, 

That ai fo wifly God my ft ule bleffc 1 3S50 

^. 13844. Sire Perci'vell2 The romance of Perceval le Ga- 
)oi&, or de Gaiis, was compofed in odofyllable French verfie hy • 
Chreftein de Troye«, one of the oldeft and bcft French roman- 
cers before the year 1 19 1 . faucbtit, \. ii. c. x. It conftlicd of 
above futy thoufand verfes, IBibl. dts Rom. t. iit p. 250.3 fo 
'that it would be fome trouble to find the fatt which is proba- 
bly here alluded to. Tlie romance under the tunc title in 
French profe» printed at Pari* ijjo.fol. can be only an abridge- 
ment, I fuppofe, of the original poem. 

^. 13845. So worthy under wede^ Tlus phrafie occurs re« 
fcatedly in the romance of Emarc ; 

fot. 70. b. Tlun fsyde Xhal vmrtby untber tiwrfr. 

— 74. b. The cbilde wa« worthy untber vtedt^ 
And fate upon a oobyl ftctfe* 

See «iro foi. 71* b. 731 ^ 
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Ill TRt TlOtaODl T» MlttBinf. 

Min ercs aVtn of ihy diafty fpeche. 
Now fwkhe a iline the devil I betcche ; 
Thiittiay w<l be rime dofrcrel, quod he. 

Why To ? qaod 1 : trhy wolt thou leuen B 
Mote of my '['sk ihan an other inai], 
Sin that it ii the bcflc time I can .' 

By God,quod he, for plainly at o wtird 
Thy drafty riming is not worth a tord : 
Thoudoflnought dieshut difpendefi time. 
Sire, at o word thou Ihslt do letiger rime- 
Let fee wher thou canft CeUeii ought in geO 
Or ccUeD in profe fomwhat » the lelle 
t. ififi. ibiilnrilltrmhr^ I betake (Rcoamc 

■ndver. 803T1 i7i5(i,whcrtftheprepofl<^linnlr 
Ty r Jir, tn our nJd {ia^aa^c,\*^i(o}ittifdrio tjle 



'f^ T-'ik not ra gfeit a lieenli: fiirnbrrly 
iRdtftemimccto ha"ebcen pronpiTir 
ner. 5M»et.33e?,8,ti.ii.wli«e-ii 



TH< PtOlOtiUt TO ikCUBEUS. Iftf 

In which ther ht iom mirthe or fom dodiine. 

Glidly, quod I ; hy Goddc« fwcte pine 
I wol you tell a lirel thing in profe I3S65 

That oughtc liken you, as I fuppofc. 
Or elks certes ye be to dangerous. 
It is a moral Tale vertuous, 
Al be it told fomtime in fondry wife 
Of fondry folk, as I flial you devife. 13870 

A« thus ; ye wot that every eTa&gelift 

That telleth u? the peine of Jefu Crift 

Ne faith not alle thin^ as hi"- fclaw doth ; 

But nathcleshir fentence is al foth, 

And alle accorden as in hir fentence, '3^75 

Al be ther in hir telling difference ; 

For fom of hem fay more and fom fay leffe 

Whan they hU pitoUR paiHon exprefle; 

I mcne of Mark and Mathew, Luke and John, 

But douteles hir fentence is all on. 1 3880 

Therfore, I.ordinges all, ! you befeche. 

If that ye thinke 1 vary in my fpeche, 

As thus, though that I telk fom del more 

Of proverbes than yc han herdc before 

Comprehended in this iitel trctifc here, ^S^^S 

To cnforcen with the effoi^ of my matere, 

And though I not the fame worUcs fay 

As y? han herdc, yet to you «Jie 1 pray 

-^ \t^r% I men: of Afirk and Afatberv'} TIic conjunftlon 
Miui has been added for the fiice of ihe metre with<n*t Autho- 
rity , «hd perlia.p8 wiJtnut necefliry, na Mark was pn 'bAbly writ* 
tofi by Chaucer Markit aud prunounced a« a difiyllable. 



i 



S§f • TSt TALI Of MtUSlVfti r 

Bbmeth me DOC, for M in my fentence 
Shid ye nomha fioden no differencs 
Fto tlK fentence of tliiike trefife lite 
After the which thitmeryTak I write; '.i 
And therfbre herkeneth whmt I ihal fay , 
And let me tellen all my Tale I pray. 

THE TALE OF MELIBEiJi 

A. Yotige man called Melibeut, migfary and ri 

gate upon his wif that called was Prudence ft d 

which that called was Sop^. 

Upon a day befell that he for his difport 

into the f«Ides him to playe. His wif and 

doughter hath he lefc within his hoas, of wl 

dores weren Duft yfhctte. Foure of his olde foe 

efpied, and fetten ladders to die walles of h 

and by the wiodowes ben entred, and beten 

and woonded his doughter with five mortal ^ 

in five fondry places; this is to fay, in hire feet 

hondes, in hire eres, in hire nofe, and in hire 

and leften hire for dede. and wencen away. 

The TaU ofMelibem} Prudence, the difcreet wife of ] 
perruadech her hulband to patience, and to receive hi 
to metcie and grace. ATale full of moralitie.vhereln 1 
and low may leame to ^veme their afTedttm*. Spt^ 
The Tale ofMelibeusl Mr.Thomas has obferved that 
feenis to have been written in blank verfic. iMJf. nnte. 
ed. Vrr, in Brit. Mu/,"} It is certain that In the former 
we find a number of blank veries intermixed in a muc 
IMroportkm than in any of our Author's other profe writ 

4^ poetical ftyle is not, I think, remarkable beyoo* 

iter or tfve pages. 



THE TALE OF MELIBEUS. IJI 

Whan Melibcus returned was into his hous, and 
■fey al this mefchief, he like a madman rending his 
.clothes gan to wepe and crie. 

Pr udence his wif , as fer forth as flie dorfte, befought 
him of his weping for to (lint : but not forthy he gan 
to crie and wepen ever lenger the more. 

This noble wif Prudence remembred hire upon the 
fentence of Ovide*, in his book that cleped is The Re- 
znedie of Love, wheras he faith, He is a fool that di« 
ilourbeth the moder to wepe in the deth of hire childe 
til (be have wept hire fille, as for a certain time; and 
than fhal a man don his diligence with amiable wordei 
hire to rcconforte, and preye hire of hire weping for 
-to IHnte. For which refon this noble wif Prudence fuf- 
fred hire houibond for to wepe and crie as for a cer- 
tain fpace, and whan (he faw hire time (he fayde to 
him in this wife : Alas! my Lord,quodihc, why make 
yc yourfclf for to be like a fool f forlothe it appertein- 
«th not to a wife man to maken fwiche a forwe. 
Youre doughter with the grace of God fhal warifh 
and efcape. And al were it fo that ihe right now were 
dede, ye ne ought not as for hire deth yourefelf to do- 

♦ thi fentence ofO'vidc] Rem. Am. izj. j 

C^is matrem, nlfi mentis loops, in funere nati 

Flere «etet ! &*(. 
It would be a laborious and thanklers tafk to point out the exaft 
places of all the quotations which are made ufeof in thiatrea- 
tife, I ihall. therefore confine my obfervations of that kind to 
a Tew paflages, which arc taken &om authors not commonly to 
te met with. 



man (quod he) Ihulde of hii w<pin|; Aioia 
fo pti £ caufc for to wepe ! Jefu Crift oorL 
ftlf weple f.ir (ht ilcth of l.azuus his frend. 
stifweredi Certrt wel 1 wocc alianpre wcp 
thiog dcfi^ded lohJEO ihut foiwcfui nuooi 
foiwi:, but it it ratlicr grauntcd him lo wef 
poQle PodIc unlo the Rumaioet wiitcth, : 
rcjoyce with hem tlut makFn juye. and «c 
fwichc folk uwcptn. But though attnnpr 
be ygranted, outr.igeous wcpirg c«t« U . 
MefuK of weping OiulUe hi canfidcrcd >fcc 
that techclh n) Senck. U'haii thai th; fren 
((juod he) let Dot thin eytn Co moiftc ben o 
to muchc drie ; illhaagh tb« leret catata to 
let hem Dot ^e Ami whui thoa hiR fo 
frend do diligence to gel ajiiciD uiolher in 
-thi> it more wifdom thac for lo wepe for i 
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It forwe in herte ileeth ful many a man. Salomon 
nhn chat ri&;ht at»mouthcsiii the (hep^sfleefe anoien 
the clothes, and the fnialc wormcs to the tre*?, right 
anoicth forux to the herte of man ; wherfcrc lis 
l^htM wel in the deth ot oure children a» in the lolTe 
our« goodcB tcmporel have patience. 
ilemembrc you upon the patient job; whan he hadde 
L his children and hi<itcmporel fuhilauncc, and in 
I body emlurcd and received fal many a prevou' tri- 
llion, yet faydc he thus; Oure Lord hath ycve it 
mc, oure Lord hath bcraft it me; rivrht as ourc 
»rd hath wold right fo is it don ; yViit.flVd ho the 
me of oure Lord. To thife forefaidc thinpes anfwcr* 
, Meliheus unto his wif Prudence : Alt tliy wordes 
iiod he) ben trcwe, and thcrto profitable, but trcwc- 
min hertc is troubled with thikforwc fo grevoufly 
It I n'ot what to don. Let calle (quod Prudence) 
yn irewefrendcRalle,and thy linajre, which that hen 
fe, and telleth to hem your cas, and herkeneth what 
cv fayc in confeiiline, and trovrrrc you after hir fcn- 
icc Salomon faith, N Verke all thxnges by confeil and 
on fhalt never repeiite. 

Than by confeil ol his wif Prudence this Mclil-cus 
: ciUcn a grct conjrrejfcifion of fclk. as furgitns 
lificiens, oldc folk and yonec, and fom of his oU'e 
em ics reconciled (a*byh!rlLnjWa!'.t)tohii;lo\f .ip.d 
hi"< jfface; and rherwithal thrr comen fone o^ }\i8 
ightbourcs that dtdcn hiai reverence more ior drcde 
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134 THE TALEOr MELIBEUS. 

than for Iovc» as it happcth oft : ther comen al 
. 1 , iTianv fubtil flaterers, and wife advocats Icrncd i 

f jl '! . \.nd v.han thifc folk tog cder afTcmbled were 

Mtlibcus in fonvcful wife fliewed hem his cm 
•jk I bv t'.n. n.p.ncre of his fpechc it fcmed that ia he 

11 { i hurc a cruel ire, ready to don vengeaunce upc 

'•: ■* 3 fi'.os. and fodcinly dcfircd that the v/crre (huk 

•f' J RJnnc, but nathelcs yet axed he his confeil upo 

\\-' I materc. A furj;itn» by lictncc and aflcnt of fwi 

1 1, n wcren wife, up rofe, and unto IVTtlibeus faydc 

•♦ nioun here. 

Sire, ((juod he) as to us furgicns appcrtcinct 

we do to every wight the bcfte that wc can, whei 

. ; ^ hen withholuen, and to our patient that wc do I 

"' . J r.nj;jc, whcrfore it hr.ppeth many time and oft 

J whan twcy men han everich wounded other c 

I ji. * lurgicn hclcth hem both, whcrfore unto our ai 

'. ■• j not pertinent to noricc werre. ne parties to fupj 

I ■ j . ., I'ut certes as to the warifhing of youre dough 

h': it I'o that perilouCy fhe be wounded, wc Ihulr 
rntt iitifbt-finefre fro {!uy to night, that witli the 
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«, maden femblant of weping, and empcired and a- 
-egged muchel of thismatere, in preyfinggretlyMc- 
bee of might, of power, of richefle, and of firendes, 
>fpifingthe power of his adverfaries, and faiden out- 
ly that he anon ihulde wreken him on his foos, and 
rginnen werre. 
Up rofe than an advocat that was wife, by leve and 
f confeii of other that were wife, and fayde; Lord- 
iges, the nede for the which we ben alTembled in thi» 
lace is a fui he vie thing, and an heigh matere, be- 
iufe of the wrong and of the wikkedoefTe that hath 
c don, and eke by refon of the grcte damages that in 
Lme coming ben pollible to fallen for the fame caufc, 
nd eke by refon of the gret richciTc and power of the 
lartiesbothe, for the which refonst it were a ful gret 
»eril to erren in this matere ; wherfore, MelibeuE, this 
s oure fentence : we confeilleyou,aboven alle thing, 
hat right anon thou do thy diligence in kepingof thy 
iropre perfone in fwiche a wife that thou ne want nort 
^pie ne watche thy body for to i'ave ; and after tha:: 
wc confeille that in thin hous thou fette fuffifantgar- 
lifon, fo that they moun as wel thy body as thy hou4 
iefende : but certes for to meeven werre, ne fodenly 
For to do vengcaunce, we mono not deme in fo litel 
time that it were profitable ; wherfore we a^enleifer 
wd fpace to have deliberation in this cas to deme ; for 
thecomune proverbe faith thus, He that fone demetli 
ibne ihal rcpcntc ; and eke men fain that thiike juge 

Mij 
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: that fone uudcrilondeth a matcre andjnpvfi 
er : for al be it fo that al tuxyinj; be uiiiit'uli 
i it is uot to rcprcvc io ycv'mg i.f ju{reii)CDt, oe 
^caiicc taking!:, whan it i»fu£itaiitandrcfaoable: 
at fhsvvcd our Lord Jcfu Chfl by eofample, f«r 
ihat the won.an that wiis t;Lkeii in advoutrie 
uu^ht iD hi4 prel'cnce, to knowen what fliiddhe 
ich hire pcrfone, al be it that he wifi vrcl him- 
;at that he woldc ar.fwcre, \ct ne wolde he not 
re rodciniy,but he wolde have deliberation, acd 
grround he wrote twies: acd by thifecaofesvic 
clibcration, and we fhuin th|jn by the g!"acs of 
jufcillc the thing that thai be prcf:tablc. 
ftcrtc than the yonj;e folk at cuts, and the moft 
ot thrvt compagni:: hr.n fccmed thisoldc wife 
ndbegouncn to n-.i-kc noifc, andf lidcn; Right 
hile that ircn is hot men (huldcfmitc. right :';> 
uln vi J v.Tfkcn hir wrouges while that they btO 
and ncwe : and with loudc voys they cridcn 
! wcrrt ! Up rofc tho on of rhiTc oIJl' wife. a;:d 
lis hand made couiitcii.iuncc tliai men (huld 
;cm iUIlc aftd ycve him autlic-ncc. Lnruii)j:i*, 
\\c) tlwv is ful many a man ti.at cri^-tli Wtirc! 
tl.at wote ful Iltti what wrrrc an.omiCLCh. 
:'.t iiis. beginning hath fo grrt an entring and 
;.,tl::'.t Lvcry wight may enter whan him likerh, 
hrlvliudwerrc; but ccrtcs what end tint fbal 
it is not l:gl;t to know; (r-r f.i;};!y w h-»i: th..t 
i:. onc$ bcgouhc there isful r.iw:i\ a child u?.- 
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tome of his moder that flial fterve yong by canfe of 
thilke werre, other ellcs live in forwc, and dicn in 
wretchcdneffe ; andtherfore or that any werre be be- 
^onne men muft have gret confeil and gret delibera- 
tion. And whan this olde man wende to enforce n his 
talc by refons, wel nie alle at ones begonnc they to 
rife for to breken his tale, and bidden him ful oft his 
mrordes for to abrcgge ; for fothly he that prccheth to 
hem that liften not heren his wordes his fermon hem 
aiioieth ; for Jefus Sirak fayth that mulike in wepin<^ 
is a noious thing ; this is to fayn, as muche availittii 
to fpeke beforn folk to which his fpeche anoieth as to 
Unge befornc him that wepeth. And whan this wife 
man faw that him wanted audience al fhamcfad he 
fetcehimdounageiii: for Salomon faith, Fherasthou 
nemayflhavc non audience enforce thee not to fpekt". 
Ifeewel(quod this wifcmaD) that the comimc prc- 
verbe isfoth, that good confeil wanteth whan it is mo Q: 
nede. 

Yet had thisMelibeusin his confeil many folk that 
prively in his ere confcilled him certain thinu;, and 
ccnfeilltdhim the contrary ingcneral audience. U^i;!!! 
Melibcus had herd that the oreteft partie «)f hi-* cop • 
feil were accorded that he ihulde make werre, ancMi 
heconfentedtohireconfeilling, andfulIyafFermcd hlr 
fentcnce. Than Dame Prudence, whaii that Ihe faw 
how that hire hofbondcftiope him for to awrekc hii\i 
on his foos, and to bcglniic werre, fhe in ful humble 
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wife, whan (he law hire time, fayde Iiim thcfe wordc«« 
hly Lord, (quod flie) I you bcl'cche, as hcrtly as I dare 
and can, ne hade you not to fallc, and foralle ^Qcrdon^ 
as ycvc Die audience; for PicreAlphonl'cf fayih,\Vho 

t Piers -ilphoti/c^ He cal1« himfclf Pctrur ASfjn^'m hift /)m^ 

g'.'i or.tr. I yi*J^ rjs, ir. C. //.w /. ^SC i . lie tlwrc wiiurmft w> th.u Iw 
w. , Iiimfc'iori^in^lly a Jcw.hut con'-'crtcd and baytucil iiKltC 
\^AT I io(>, in Ju:y, iileiuuatis 'i^p. Fcfri ■:/ P.im;'/, upon wliivh 
d^iiuint he took the name oi I'cieri ** Fuit ;(urL'in pater metfl 
** fpirt'a.iils .//i/;./;»j, j:K>ni.rusV!ifian;c Ii.ipuT.itur/' ,the firf 

Ki.'-.c i;f A-.ra;;* ii of tlu: \u\(\c rtUJ ^Vi icvciith of C.ift»le^ 

*' »]':nrc, innr.tn ejuH prc*aco n'-mini trtro appi.r-.srns, Petrus.lt 
*' j-i-;.-. To'l.t inir.en impoiu:." Aficr his CLri)vu>!ii.>n he wrtti 
t! c '.i! K.^i'.c ;i'.KwenjtP'.J'.>ne(J, .li.d .iho ai.n:l:cr uxirk. w!i*I 
i'^ Iijr<iU!"tctI oy Chaucer, a-^J oiwMch t\-. "-of rcT think my 
f.'ii oDlipfd to ;!■;■. e fomc acc» ur.r. — It is cx.-tn: m nif. in maiv 
libraries, 'o«:r :hc only cu^ty \^(iicii I hi4v«' i-.mi! au f^<i>ortunir 
c»:"c\»!ninii.«jj i<i in the Muf.'i::n, 'ir . A'.v. id B. xli. : it Uthci 
Ciuitled FiUr: M:!fc'r/i Ac C'.ii::zti Ji/::^f:,:j^ arid hejjns thus 
'• Dixit ;v.'.-hj .';.ldjo.tjus. Icrvu* ci>muolitor hnju* li 

*' '.)n — I ii»c-"n;ni co'>ij'c;ri jart'T ex pri.\erl):> et c3ii;j;;:'.K3 
** ni'iiis A*-.' Die's ct f.ib':l:6 .'tvcrf' '.'.;>. ct i-'.rtiin e:-: .iiiimtllun 
" ct wluc.Min {i-.i-."!itiul:.i::ids." — A.tcr a x\icx'. proem he en 
t.-: • il.is '.i-»i- I \\ s n'.Mti fu^jccl ; ** F.l-ic i;;iriir -t>]>.ui)U.iphti«. i^u 
*• iT.-.ii.'. AM;> r:. c;c,;-.'u:nvnati;r £'V.v, C'w.t v\h\ r-jOi'iinH' 
" t» rnrr.' lie \\\z r.c;;riiatit)," 15^.. — 'Hil- ko^V. tlcii pT.icooJ 
i I il.<.- U.I jri (,1 a ui.ili.^uc between the pli'iolojilwr and h'» f.H: 
i.i \. ■'ch ii-.e prect jit*- of tlic forn-.er are j\»r tl-.c mofl p.iir :'nj 
Itr ■: ji! l:y .r. ;j()*"tc fnb'.es .'.'id cxaiiij.'les. T U Is J.iccci Jnj; t 
i/'.'/ ■■ \-/-.;, i.i V.) wi-; the name of Kn<Kii union.* dio Ara'ni.i:i! 
Avhn firiutiti' to him many fabulous com|Hi1'icion8. WlM:;!'it 
-I'-i'-^..^ !;.id jny if them iiVlus vitwl krr-.v not, r.orihit n-.., 
ti'ir^: : 'I'.'.- in;^r'nLTandllylcot hisui.ik'l -'vv \vs\\ ni.i:iynia:li 
oi :i.. e lie. n criijiiia!. and one ot h'..-* l*.-r^-s '»/ .i //-/.-it /..■: i-j <: 
«.' .'■*..;• :s t .irireiy taken irom r!ic C.ul'.:'.' •« iv.i •.,:.i-' », a ctl* 

* 1 . .•!■ •". f'/ c .3 t .".p'- of t:.i' '.. ■.'.'.-■■• ;: .'■ .-.■ .".•'.• ♦ij fiy nn n'cii 
I I ii.'-<'»'i '■■ : ii .1 ji V 1-. ' irij!:aifii in.:t OI .".LiJiick ii»i:« ( I'l'ckc 'v ~" 
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fo that doch to thee ouchcr ^ocd or harmc haflc thetf 
not to quite it, for in this wile thy Iretid woi abidCf aad 

braced colleclJon »if nricntal apologues. In tliiapart of the 

W(jrid. Ii«'«*cvcr,Airoiiru.siiiay liccoi:iivicml.i> anori.-.ii ui writ- 
er. HiJ work was very c.iily trdi.il.ited i.ito rn-.cli vcitc. In 
ail t>id copy, nif. Keg. 16 F.. viii. thclraiifldtion ij entitled Pro- 
»vii'''es I'tres A/'jor/cj and there i* a fhtnt introdiiclion by thd 
tranllritcr, in wlucli he fays, " Voil P.-rcs A,i/\rs tranfiater.'^ — 
In a later copy, tnf. JJcJ. rrtS?, the iiitrcMludion \» omitted, but 
the poem i* cntiUed Le Romaunz Per^s Autijhur lOitrent U a^r-fi 
et ch ijiiii/xinjrls !>eiimc)it.— In anothcT cnpYt ^^- ff>^'^' 43^-S» 
there •.* neither introducVon nor title, fo that by r?:-.: ir ere omif- 
fi<n.» of tranfcribers the French trnn-ation has put on the ap- 
pearance of an oripnal w jjk, a; d 1$ quoted as fiich by M. Ic 

burn ii not in that copy of Symcnn's tranT-atlnn wl>i:h Stf.rhi'Jk has 
printcHl uniler the I'.tk- of Sf.-rinun Si'fi/'r.ti.t Irje/urt, Bernlin 10.07, 
Bto, but it is in rnf. Hor'. 510, and In the I.ai. verflon i)f S>nic«iii'» hook 
which I'liuflin puMi<hed hy way tif AppviMlixtuthchiflory nf ?achyme> 
rcuyint'r Script. Ui-t. liy'Mtnt. 'I'hc various tiilc* under which thia«n(t> 
cm nimance has pttrcd tUruuRti £ur<.pc may be ften \n the preface of 
Starkiui, and in Fahr. r,ih. Gr.\\. 4C0, and x. 324, t hour!! neither of 
tbcm nps taken noiice uf an l.alian trauilHiiiin or iniiu'.ion b> Ki^cn- 
Sftulo, r-nticlcd Di/c9iji tlfjli r.ni'n.-.li. .^ce hn Pi c/i , /•/>. 1 548. *I he .■'her 
1t.ilt4n Ncr/iun, which ihcv mcntinn, b> i)uni, -A'a^i iranltaicd into l^.ig- 
li.'li ui.dcr :he liSio ufTht M-iral Pi j'."'/rf/'.'jv 0/ Don! „ut of lialiuy. y S':r 
Tliir.-.nj Xc.th K:u'glUt 410, 1 'lOl, [JrKu. p. 43 5,] and i» alluded m, I 
fjp.) )fe, !»y J.-nfon in his E^i. me, p. 4y4, hy tnenai'ic •)f I>o/'<'*« Pti' 
Imfo-^f, tht»»'rh he !ii»m.Mlc tnc r;jc'?»cr S'r An. La-F<><>l(wl'.c'.!;crdc- 
fiiCiLilly or niji lam unccrixin) confounds it with Kcvnanl ihe >°ox. 
bii.^'c ih-.-y wri.tti thcru \i-\i hc.-t) an u<i. i<t ?aii« iu i;24 with ihij 'wi^lc* 
<;•/?.'» s ftji.'iUs t nrli-itn.-s, tl,- tAlt-td tldr I.nkmanftrtutulU's D*.1l: -litt^ 
l.bi-ih-i.SjI.i, .-lu.^ur Tun.. Omvre pJj^Lu me. par M. Calliiiiu. The 
m"i-r.:.i rt -tc I. 'krtan in thi< title 1 fofpci-t to have t>oen w1<led by lh« 
bo *i;<"-.'|ier. fi.r 1 cai.nut lind any thing '.f Lukman In the wtirk i'fdf. 
Fch"*;!' V. (^nllind might ha«e in'cartsrt to unnri il.c f<it>let of Lok- 
m^n,bi!l wia provi-ntfd 'ly devh. For the rc«, there i« no nnfcriiil dlf- 
fei.Mic bui Accn tliij cditinu and a formei Krench veilion, wi.'-ch wcft 
niaiit ii,ii>i the I'cidck, ami pribltvl in l6c8f exc.-pt m the ftvlc- tlicy 
b.»; ii differ vc. V ciinfi,|pr>hl'; frorn the Ortxit. I wUl Ju!"a'-."n.>- 

IjC Ihnt one of th*; fa».lc< in ihi* (l.-cclc, p. 44^, h\^ticcn u'Ti-ir.! 'but 
vi.h rrc-tt >iri.'»:ion«) by Mnttbcw I'lrn In ni%lliltnry, «■*«'/• /7. 1X95» 
s< a para'/tc u h<i.li liich. 1. aticr his return from tbccaft wa> ufcd frt- 
qjvuily lo t\.\»\.cii:^i\it94 retl,:rsu^..ut. 



thincneEiic Dial the lender livcinilrtde.Theproveib 
faylh. He h^Uth n-<l that wilcly can abide; audii 
wiktcdball iinoprofitc. 

Commli Caylusinhii Miminjhrla FUtliaair, J4-i.L ia tn 
I. XX. p. JtljundndiciiciKrjItittoirieciii^DifjiiAiiihifw 
au^ii. Tbe Table o(tlielih«p, nfwhiUiM.de Cayluhuiha 

that Ihe Ikine fiMc. In itKCinaHrMlU Mtkht, N. iix. )• ( 
theredupupii>u»9twVdnrfiinK^r,fsia/i^;diu]Ccrvuiic 
changijiCibelhcepfuTgnaUthasputlt IriioihcmouthufSu 
chii,A0N ^iijjc. |i,I.C' KK' CciviptcfiUidv^hflaallb jlten 

thi: ip|.1ic4liuD of n, but I iMnk DM fbl Ihe better. 1 ai 

liiclinnl CO Mlicire chit Helieili iheiuilwr nt OmiMac uf (I 
French mnunce cillflt DihtJUi, in tbe l>e^nnli« uf ttie i f 
ccntuiy, luil Tcid ihli wmL of AHbnlUi perhai* befon: tt ir 
tniiflaicd IniD Frencb. Tbe ttciry cf the Hone thtimi hits tl 
velli iVfuiv r^r, vU- 4, whicli I'Miebct flippiifiH Boccace 
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This Mclibee anfvrercd unto hi:i wif Prudence ; [ 
purpofc not (quod he) to wcrkc:n by cliy coui'cil fur 

work nf the Dolopatos, and therefore I prefume tluit it wj» in- 
fcr:c«! by Hebcrs, (i)r the nior.k vi hofe Latin lie :rai,il.i"..cd and 
p«.»flibly from Alioni'us , Ml Icatl \i is noLiTu;rc pri>l>ub](: tiut Ijuc- 
cacc Ihould take it from H(r!>er.« thin fujm Alfonfu?, \v:th whofe 
^ork he a)>pcaTb to have been well acquainted. One of hU no- 
vc\»^ Diijin. vii.6, i&plainl> copted from thence, lab. viii. and 
Ilia celebrated mivel of tiie twu friends Tito and (.ilt'.ppo, De* 
cv-ii. X. 8, is borrowed, with hardly any variatii^n exfCf f in the 
iuinie> of perions and p!.\ce<, Ircir. titc id of Alfunl'iu, <:r, \\ InVh 
u the fame thing, from the {ii,JuKjmjm. umXt into which c^l- 

Fauclict rcfjis lu t :>.)r-i>vcil by B-fc:ai:c from KcbcrK, -.Ix^ Li.t.m, 
Hi. Zt a<:>i -iiK t!, ;.rc i>i :>. '■> .in! .;• Li>' ■.::.'. >Y.iiipa4. Or. (he othtr u.-nrt 
th • .:i»ry ;n 7 V ]i \..i>:. : i.. '>, ■.•'.•c;-. is i>:J in 'Ju' t'.xi tn (>c pU'iiaUly 
coiuvil frum Al:'i-M\.:i, is :;.u> lu .-<>iitiiiu», lh>.i.;M tpun Hi.: tilcncc uf 
Fanchut we hit; i"<;i'ui.;c f.i't it wis mn in Uic i<..lui>a«i>*.— 1 lu-jil-itk 
«»".»• •uipisia i-\ail'v ilij la: .t- with thu ^f J.sij'pr iiz-z-j, tljc Ii.tdaa 
£; .4y.*», the i'rcncli .".i .;■'. , ai.l 'rjr intlo ll( ry-UruK /t r At i«»i ;< #/' .!'/»- 
^Ti, except t! ai inlii-.i<: nf liifi(.lciiaii (ii Xi-mc :!•.- kiiii. ikiilitiU* iu« 
of i'cr.ia^and irr-itit i-l •inc m)cc«t.ii nf tUci.hli-,ioi-i>^'iK li\i- two. 1 liis 
lafl circMRiU.-'rici.' m .m. a; ■. i-:unt, 1 il.ink, t'.i- the nr r.ivshiv uf o/htU 
ys*, an-i aiii'itw :.> • l>-- il k - -. I'-onx t!:i infi|ii<:'l> uf llic Kr^-i'-Ui ^.art 
of ;lk«: talc*. 'I lie ■".'■•, ur.c i i' t i.p. •••:>\-;j. j» i iv.ru:!i:Ar, u icli-ii cd 
In the ir.i'lcrn Tr- -v:, ; -. iu.i . • I'.-.t !.: i| I.*. «:.■■ In :• lit uf ;;.•«!(■ r.« id* 
jja:ri .n LillcJ a ijf'. '-I • ;i, L..; .\ , U. I". It •. ;.l-.:'.!y Unrfwoi J.i'M 
« flory :•! tit '. i.'/. .! .i Ijj. . ..: •, p. j;.-^ «t 'J'-^ l-r tr.iiii;4'iiin,ll.:ii.j-,h 
tlicie ir.itrai: <.•: ut'.;- ''..o :-.r.it: l1 is jril'iol Nu/^.'n, b^ foii.i n-.iU .Lc,aa 
1 ri.fi<cirt, «if {fii tM..;:j:i.r.— — — rt-t"-c'.t atr». 'iiti' r;(,f rt.i.. r<.iiir..!cc. 
In Kii';llih .-.^ti-lv !i j.'.'.- -.cru-, not !at-i tl.aii t:..»v.cf>'h tlii-r, n . I iria- 
gjn'-, in ml'. rr,:.:r., f.m.i. ji. \\. u i cjiii::*..; ~ * P.-'.cj nf 'he H.f-'n 
f.1' <>/, anil a^fi-.-cxavily with /„ ftt i.i^o; tie Hotr.r in French prffi In 

t Tiie tit!r in thr v-in'ol conies i» .'?* Cr.9h R«M:/»i«rKn bitirii' k*~ 
tMl -I'l cilL.ti i I'.i ./ii." .,■</.. i'..,j,i r trm.ti^i'x ; i itv: itp-li.'ti:i''iih'lt 
fn»H.'.y..'i; <•/ '<-.•;..'/ .j- 'I.- ii.:.: ./■./'; i:» lti:iii-;i- -vi-rk iiii|ii,it: i.hJcli v:\^ 
lii»r is il caiy t-i 5\ u ;"i :.-i.i ..-.i v.e ii:uc «.f i: , :..|,-,.p •i.-n. '. ;i a 
the w.niMC 1 fnvi; n » o.->. .- il. »■. .t it .,r i l.t:.-.- iJa'c •^.•«n .^n. • r.-i, -• -j. 
the :.i- ■.iiuiii!'«-t tif ii.". n r i-\ , :.;. 1 I <r.:-.i!«l ••.»■«. t^-ir it ». >■ •. ni- 

piil u aii.ii.; I.I I III! ».r !(.l. J-i-i'lliry, i.| im? n< "•■..•.■!' ..f . lu' I ". .»■! » 

'lh.?c tr.n.. !. I ■■.,?i • I- .'i * ;:i c';. .. ;, ii,i t>iiiii- f.i,- ;;:i, ,-. nil*., in 

eh 1. •'',•*■''»>■'■ ■•'■ ■• >- t-...i : ;i, fi",.- :>i.,.d iii.i". I'l.' .: ftKi\:'. (.h "lir-s 
Ibeic sua j^, 1,1: 1..I. l.-u .t.c .y.u.: xxvii ,, J:-i'.£\ ihcy 'ia\c l»tC'» Icil 
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fcilling wolde change thingcs that ben orJcined anc^ 
affirmed by fo many wife men. Secondly, 1 fay that: 
all women ben wicke, and non good of hem all ; f o^ 

honourable to Alfbnfus, has been very prejudicial tohi» fani^ . 
for indance, atranflatlon, as I fuppofe, of his laft raentionccl 
ftory t»f the two friends U entitled, in a mf. of Lydgate belong, 
ing to the late Dr. Alkew, A Tale of vwo Marcbants of Bgypg 
and ofBaUadt ex Gejlis Romanorum, fMr. Farmer's Notes on 
The Mercb. of Fen. laft edit, of Sbalejp. Atp. H.] a« if the tale 
had ftrft appeared in that wtirlc. However fomebody, not lon» 
after the invention of printing as I guefe, did a little more ju- 
ftice to Alfonfus, by putting togetlier his principal tales, and In- 
ferting them, with his name, in a colledlon of the fables of ^fop 
and other eminent fabulifts in Latin. ThiscoUedion was foon 
turned into Fiench, and from that verfion Caxton made the 
tranflatiitn into EngHth which has been mentioned in the Dif. 
eour/e^ Is^c.n. az. Caxton's book has been reprinted more tlian 
once : I have fucn an edition of it in 1647, and I doubt whe- 
tlier there has been one fmce. 

nuroTif x. 1. Sec »lfo GTruvr, Con/. Amant. b. v. ful. 96, 7.— <!h. 1^8 
is from Alfonfus : it U repeated In Ibe C.S.A. no v. 84.— Cb.119 (mf.loz) 
has been vcrlifieil by Go-wer^ Conf. Anant. b. v. fo!. 1 lo, b. It has been 
meatiuaed In note *, ?• 138, aa taken origlnaUy frum tbe Sapientls In- 
dorunif p. 444.— On. 124 (mf. 20) makcttbeUfl novel of the C. N. A* 
— Ch. 157 makes the 501b novel of the C. N. A. but k may have been 
taken from Alfdnfus. — Cli. 17t{nif.ss) is the Ilory of tbe two friends 
mentioBcd In the text.— Ch. 48, mf. conuina the ftory of the Cafltets ; 
■Bd ch. 99, mf. that of the Bon 1, the two pr\nc\pal incidenU In Stuke- 
fpeare's .Merchant of Venice. It is faid ia the additional note, App-}^- 
laft ed. of shakefp. that ?«r Giovanni had worked up thefe two ftories in- 
to one, as thoy are In the play ; but that \% a m\ftake which 1 b«R **Yl 
to ret raft here. The novel of Ser Giovanni \^?ec«ranc Otarn. W. ^°''\^^ 
ia /ounded only upon the ftory of the Bimd ;\l\» »w>^**'^**^*'*^*'*^,nift- 
Shakcfpoarc took :hc ftory of the CaflfcCt.* ltomVheE»«!Ufl»Gf/»»Si ^.^^^ 
ntruP't and ingrafted it upon the uilicr.- -^V S)*» "^*' ^* '^"''aorc* ^* 
very llule altcraflon In the C. Ji. /,, noN 64-— "'**^'' '^\f *J»— t «V°* 
Oower. Which ,cr:n to be founded up„« anc\e'^^^^*«!V^\!tw.> ^^11% 
cxamiaatioB to be taken from ihj. w «>*_ W ♦i«»^\*** ,\vtx*t^^^ 

that Ch. 30 coa taina tic complete fa ta 1> c: *ol ^^^^ 
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of a thouf.uul nion . faiih I-ialr-mt^n, i if ■iinc? o ;;ood man ; 

but ciTti-s cif allc wjsnu-n ^i c:il woman found I never* 

And aifof ccrtof il I gDvcrncu uic by thy ccnfcil it 

flMjliicfcmclhiJt 1 h;ul y« vc tlu-c dvit nictjicniaiilrie; 

aii*i (Ii'ii foihalf :h it it lO were ; f»)r Jcfu^^irAk fayrh, 

tl;:it it' tlio wi!" Ivaw the mairtru* ihc is contrariousto 

lilie jUi"M)iiiI; a:ul S.ilonujn Tiyth* Never in thylif to 

tiiy wif, DC ro tbv elijiil, lie c» tiiy freod, iic veve no 

j^i'WtTovcr tbj fcl*"; f-'-r better it were that thy chil- 

(irt!'. axj of tlice thii::;es that hc<n rtdcth than thru 

is .: fh\ k If in the hiirio'e^ of thy children. And alfo if 

1 V. .)! Wiivlic bv thv coifi il'i:.tr cerrc.^ it niiifl be fom- 

t'liJi. TetTi-e. til it \vficii»nc»i...rir]-e r.:uiMen,aiu;this 

i\L ni;iY rot no if 1 ihtilile lu nvireillici by thee. [ Tor it 

i v.riilLii i ,'riie j.inj^ierie of women nc can m. liiiiig 

hi-io f.ivr that wjiicli th.t y wotc not ; -Iter the |»hi- 

1« l-^hrofuyth. In wikke(l coiifeil WDnun vemjuifiicn 

null : and for ihile reloni. I nc owe not to be omfeiiled 

hy thee 1 

+ [!')!' il : f t: '■.•'/i'v c" -I ^^'1' ' ' ""^ '•"■< iwi'.iil Ix'tween luo' > Ii 
v.;imii".;> '.:i ill tl'.c :i.il u!'\!i ! M:v(' e\.«in;i'r.; : it in pU-rly 
i!i'.-i':.'.:i\ i.i tin- iViV. ..v it <'=:•■.■> m« wJ'.'t :l'.e li-iir?;: .ir.i 
\\h .■•■•ji.^'s !•■ Vvi Mil'* »\iii" lu vl'<li PiutifU'c ri'iil'o: 
Ij.hc i?'trc:»iro ii'.uiuJ. .^.s w-l-.-ry. .\ ir ii.ilalsin ii> I i:r..i^::' 
i.i.:i'itiT ir.iijut h,i\o ir. m'o i»f i!k' l" ili"Ai:';-. p.iXH-.'c in the > 
Mivilte.inf. V;/. iM. r. v^.; " C'.ii i' irl ili n; t, l.i ;:e'5j::rTT c 
*' fiMivn.'< r.c j.iiv*. t"i.'i«> cji'iT :\-T> f\: i',"..\'.L" nt lV.ct. Aiir:.- 
*' i'l;.i;ii';.lirc I'sr. iTi r.^ai.v.iis ».iv.ii- ; Ks iiinuich v.iingii 
*' Ic". luM't^c.s, ct {"At ct* FAilcnb jc HC Jdisi'ti'.nt i:icr dc 
•• confcil." 
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Wlian Dame Prudence, ful debonairly and with grct 
pacience, had herdaU rbat hire houlbande liked for t-o 
fayf than axed iheof him licence for tofpeke, apdioydc 
inthis wife : My l^ord, (quod fhe) aa ui your Arft re- 
fou it may li^irtly hen anfwerd, for I fay ihat it is no 
fulie to chaanjne coafcil whan the thinj^ii chavng:crd, 
or elks whan the thing fexneth othcrivifis than.it fcr 
med afore. And,morcover, 1 (ay though that y« have 
f wome and beh i^ht topci fi)rme yoaremprilc, and ne- 
ver thcles ye H%ife to performe thilke fame eoiprife 
by jaft caufe, men ihuld not fay tbcrfore ye were a 
Iyer ne forfwom; for the booh fayth that the wife 
tnan maketh no lefing whan he turncth hiaoorage fcr 
the better. And al be it that your em priic be eftablilh- 
ed andofdcined by ffvct multitude of folk, yet tharyou 
Aot accomplifli thilke ordinance but you liketh, for 
the trouthe«f thingeti and the pn)fic ben rather foun- 
den in fcwe folk that ben wife and ful of refou than 
by gret multitude of folk ther every man crye:h and 
dattereth what him likcch ; fochly fwiche multitude 
k not honed. As to the fccond rcfon, whera* ye fay 
that al!e women ben wicke; fave your grace» certe* 
ye dcfpife alle women in this wife, and he that all de- 
fpifeth, as faith the book, all defpiefeth. And Senck 
faith, that who fo wol hnve fapience ihal no man dif« 
preife, but he ihal gladly tcche the fcience that he can 
without prrfumption or pride, and fwiche thiugcs as 
he nought can he fhal nut ben dliamcd to Icrc hem, 



•UjwomeiijfaadftcnRickcdtSHidafiiefitbMf^ 
fcwutm tiMaijgiifr wtoltti rnktl^fifA^GA 
W wiftrjrlldt jMn^<^ «*fif W^ctvcdiv^lbffrf 

hath fosode B»ny a womad iol g9^ fui4:t9 
tUes;penMciitiiie, thecnfecatofS^lovcivi WMtl 
ip fovcraio^bountee hefonDcino WDtai«kii;!$lusi 
thttt ther is no Wight that hath Umtnknt homm 
Otd aloiie»a» he fainifcif recordeth hi hi$ £vmb 
fioiriharii nocreature fogood thathim be wama 
wluctof thefcrfciiion uf God tfmcis hift maker, 
thridderefbaisihis; yefay thatilthiitye|rovenM 
my confeil it ihulde feme that y cf had ycyt mc%\ 
ftrie and the lordihip of yottr pevion* Sire, £ii 
grace^itisnotib; foriffivwerethatiioaaDfli] 
cohfeilled but only of hem that han lordihip u 
ftrie of his pcrioD men oroide not be cOoCeillec 
ten ; for fothlj thilke man thataiketh co&Ccil ol 
pen yet hath he free choii> whether ht wol we 
ter tbat confinl or non. And an to yoor fourth 
|ber as yc fain that the janglerie of women ca 
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igeft that they wot not^ ar who fo fuyth that a wo- 
1 can not hide that ihc wot« ; Sire, thifc wnrdeH ben 
crfioiiclt of women that ben jangflenrlTes'anrt wick- 
of which woRMrn men fain that three thiiige^ dri- 
8 man out of ht4hous that is to fay, fmokc, drop- 
Bf of nine, and wicked wi vc<; ; and of f tv^ichc wo- 
1 Salomoo fayth, that a man were better dwell in 
\rt than with a woman that is riotcas : and, Sire, by 
r leve, that am not 1, Un ye have fui often affaied 
grct fiience and my grct patience, and eke how 
that lean hide and heie thingeg that men oughten 
etly to hiden. And fothly as to your fifthe refon, 
sra«ye fay that in wicked confeil women venquifh- 
nen, God wote that thilke refcn Aant here in no 
le; for nnderftondcth now ye ai:cn cocfcil for to 
idckedneife, and if ye wol wcrken wickedncfie, 

yoor wif reftraineth thiiUe wicked piirpos, and 
rcometh yon by refon and by good confeil, certes 
r wif ought rather to be j>riifcd than to he blamed: 
«fliuldeye uiidcrflonde th«* philofophre that fay th, 
tricked conrcrl women veiKjuinicn liir huibondcs. 
\ ther as ye hlamen a!l women and hir refnnft. I 

(hewe you by many enfamplcs that many wo- 
I have ben fuI good, ac<l yet ben, and hir conrcil 
;fome and profitable. £kc fom men han fa yd that | 

confeil of women i% either to dere or eilcR to lit el 
ri^t but albeit fo that ful many a woman be bad, 
hire confeil vile and nought worth, yet han men 

Nij 
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{banden: fill '■nay a gaod woman« and difiattc wA 
wife in confeilliDf^. Ijo Jtcob, tkni^li the (pwd conlol 
Af hit-mother Rebecke ^ van the facnUbn of his inher 
aed the lordfliipoTcr all hit brethren ; Judith hy hire 
ffood confeil delivered the citee of BechvUc, in vhidi 
Ihc dwrck, out of the honde of Hololeroa that had it 
befegedy and wolde it al deftroye ; Abigail de]iveff4 
Kabal hire bouibond fro David the king* that woUt 
han flain him, and appcfed the ire of the king by hiie 
wit and by hire good confiolling ; Hriler by hire eon-, 
feil enhaunced gretly the pcple of Ood ia ihe regafr 
of AAueroB the king; andithe fante bo«otec in gooA 
coDfeiiliDg of. many A good woman trioun men nrfa 
and tell. And further more, whan that onre Lord had 
created Adam oure forme father he fayd in this wile; 
It \% not jrood to bt: a manallone; make we to him an 
helpc femblabie to binifeif. Here moon ye fee that if 
that women weren not good, aindhur confcil good and 
profitable, oure Lord God of hevcn wolde neiibcr 
hau wrought hem ne called hemhelpc of man, but ra- 
ther confufKin of man. And ther iayd a clerk ooei in. 
tx^'o vcrtt.What is better than gold.^ jafpre; what -it 
iMf rrc r than jafpre f wiulom ; and what is better than, 
wifjom I woman; and what is belter than a good wo- 
man? nothing. And,5iTe,hymatiyotIicrrefoD8moQO 
yc fcen that many women ben good, and hir cnnfeit: 
jrood and proAtabYe : and thcrfore. Sire, if ye wot 
truAe to Jny couCcil I ihal rcilore you your doughter. 
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ho\t and t6uaAi and ttral don to you fo muche that 
yc ihaln harcltonour in tbinca^. 
- 'Whia Melibee haidherd the wordcs of his wif Pni- 
«lettoe he fayd'thog; I ie wel that the word of Salomon 
ib ibth, for he faitfath»t wiordes that ben fpoken dif- 
cretly Ivf tfrdftkannce ben honiecombes, for they y even 
iWMeneffe to tHkt foulc and holfomneffe to the body : 
and, wif, becaiifp of thy fwctc vordc$» and eke for I 
bave pref«d and tfTaied thy. gr^e nipicnce and thy 
^ece trouthe, Iwol govenc me by thy confeil iti aUe 

Now, Sirt, (qnod Dame Pradence) and fin that ye 
^onchefafe to be gfo vemed by my confeil F wol enfor me 
yoO how that ye Iholn Roveme yourfclf in chefing of 
youre confeilloHr^, Ye (hnln itrft in alle your wcrkes 
mekely bdiMhen to-the hei^rh God thnt he wol be your 
<MifeiUotir, and ihapcth you to fwiche entente that 
he yeve yon confeii and eomforte, as taught Tobie his 
fdne; At alle times thou ilialthleire God,andpreiehim 
todrcffethy wayfn; andlokethat alle thy confcils ben 
IB him for evermore. ^Seint James eke fayth. If any of 
you have nedc of fapiencc axe it of God. And aftcr- 
wardc than Ihulleti yetake coTifcil in yourfelf, and exa- 
mine wei your owen thou^^htes of fwiche thingei as 
you thinketh that ben beft for your profit ; and than 
(huln ye drive fro your hcrte three thinges that hen 
contrarioufto good confeil, that is to fayn, ire, covti- 
tiiie, and haiUnefl*e. 

Niij 
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]^irfi,]ie that azeth coDlcil of kimfdl certetbeatl. 
be withoutcn ire for xnan^r caalet. The&fl Uthitt he 
that hath gret ire and wrath in hiniietf he wcflcch aI- 
way that he may do thing that he majnot. do. Aa4# 
fecofldly, he that is irous and wroth he auvy lUA-wei- 
deme ; and he that may not wd dcmcAuy «0C ««f 
confeiOe. The thridde is thia; he that h iimn wk 
wroth, as fayth Scnck, nemay not fjpeke hot Uam^! 
1d1 thinges, and with hia Tidoua wcfdca be ftineth- 
other fuik to anger and to.ire^ Andchc^^^iref xeawft, 
drive coveicife out of yoor hcrte, for the apoftleiayth- 
that coveitife is the rote df alle hatmea^ and txoficth 
wcl that a coveitoavman ne can not detne ne thiuke 
but only to fulfiUe the end of his coveitiie and certet^ 
that ne may never ben accomplifed, for erer the more 
haboundonce that he hath of richeile tlie.aiore he de» 
lireth. And, Sire, ye mufl alfo drive out of y oare herte 
haflineiTe; for certes ye ne moun not deme for thebcfle 
a foden thought that falleth in your herte, but ye niuft 
avifeyon on it fill ofte, for, as ye have.herde herebe- 
forn, the commune proverbc it thi8,He that ibne de-. 
meth fonc repenteth. . 

Sire, ye ne be not alwayinlike difpoiition, forcer-' 
tcs fom thing that fomcime femeth to you that it i> 
good for to do another time it femeth to you the con- 
trarie. 

And whan ye ban taken confeil in yourfelf , and ban 
dcmed by good deliberation fwiche thing as you fc' 
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ilicth bcfte, than rede I you that ye kcpe it fccree. Bc- 
-ivreye ndt your co&feilto do pcribnek but.if ib be that 
ye wppei> fikerly thattburghyourcb^wreyingyoure 
condition ihfti.b«a jto you more prpfititble*; for Jefu* 
Sirak faith, Neitker to thy fooneto thyirend difcover 
not thy ftfcjiee nq thy foiie, for they woin yeve you 
audieocfc andlokiog} and fupportatioo, in' your pre- 
fence, and fcorneyouinyoureabfeoce. Another clerk 
fnythy that-fcarfly .(halt thou, findeo any perfone that 
ipay.kepe thy donfcil fecrely. The bpok.|ayth,Whi]8 
that fchiou k«peft thy coofeil in chip hejrte. thou keped 
it in thy prifon, aad whan thou bewreyeft thyconfcil 
to any ivight he holdeth thee in his Cnatc : and ther- 
fore you; is better to hide your coiifeil in your herte 
than to preye him to whom ye han be.wreyed youre 
cofljTeil that he wol kepe it clofe and fliJle ; for Seneca 
fayth, If fo'be that thou ne may Ifc not thin owen confcil 
hide how dAttH thou prcyen any other wight thy 
confeil fccTtfly fo^kepe i Butaatheies, if thuuiwene il- 
kerly chat thy bewreying of thy confeil to a perfone 
wol make thycondition to ftonden in the better plight, 
than.(tki\t thoutellehim thy confeil in this wife, firft, 
thou fhaltmake no femblant whether theewere lever 
pees or werre, or this or tliat, ne fhewe him not thy 
will ne thin entente; for trofte wei that communly 
thefc confeillours ben flaterers, namely the confcil- 
lours of grete lordes, for they enforccn hem alway ra- 
ther to fpekcnplefant wordes, encUning to the lordct 
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to th^ fi»ttlec:4lt^yfch «iro,tber mayocKllndf-^ 
ned't6 ^tiitfCtWi^''4reiid4'f(M- cfei4ei^;«iltt-iie'fil 
tStit'io iftaKhi worthat rHeg^oodwilliaf « n»m < 
aod^ke^Jic £vft;lH thiC^k ttvwt freitdisa (b« 
^ce$ wliA ib ttiic }t:ilbdeth, c«itct Im^ findetl 
tVeibi'. 'TH&drihttfaiy««kc eonfidef If thu f<M 
frendiMttffl'^ftSfcrete aiNltpirc^ for tbe^ookliu 
alway ^y tenfeil dl h^ «Kat 1»eft wile. Aii4 
f«ine rcfoti llt«l»y« clie)Meii to yoBreeonlibil yoa 
det that beorb^ige^'fwiehe at htn feynaftd' 
pen in many chihgite, and ben appreved to < 
Jlnges; for tba liook fayth, In oMe taMnb al tl 
^ce, and in loh^t time the prudence i and ' 
fayth that ^rete thkiges ne ben not ay accei 
by (Irengthe ne by deliv^neife of body, but I 
conleil, by aill^briteeof perfones^ aodbyfcten 
which three thinges neben not feble by age, 1 
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tet they Mforcen and cncrrfeo day by day; And than 
flialn yc kcpe this for a. ^enn:.! rrule ; firll, yc Ihuln 
clepc to your ccnfcil a fewe at yot\r frendcs that ben 
efpccial; for Salomon faith, Many frcndcs have thou,. 
but amoD|f a tboufand chcfetheeon to be thy confcil- 
lour. i*'or albe it fo that thou 6rU ne telle thy con- 
i'eil but to a.fesve, th(>u niayeft aften/t'ardc tell it to 
mo folk if it bciitide. But lokc nlway that thy conftil- 
lours have thilke.three conditions chat Ihavefayd be- 
fore ; that i*lo lay, tliat they be trewc, wife, and of 
olde experience. And werkc notalway in every nede 
by on Gonieiiloor allone, forfcmlinie behuvcth it to 
be confeil}edi)y many; for Salomon fa^tb, Salvation 
of thingcft is whrr-as ther ben many coiifcillours. 

Now lith that I have told yon of v^hich folk yo 
ihulde be confeilled, now virol I teche yoti which ccn- 
fviU'V ought to'efchutf. FiriV^ye fiiulo efcbue the con- 
fcillinjrof foolcB; for Salomon fay th, Take too confeil 
of :ifoo1, for he ne cannot cnnfeille but afterhiBOwen 
hiitand hisafiedion : the book lay th. The propertee 
of a fool is this, he troweth lightly, harme of every 
mHn,andli(fht[ytrowethallbounteeinhimfelf.Thoa 
flialr eke efchne the confeil linp of ail Caterers, fwichc 
as enforcen hem rather to preifen youre perfone by £a- 
tcrie rhan fr<r to tell you the fothfaflneil'u of thint^es. 
. Wherfore Tullius fay th, Among.alle the peflilences 
that ben in frendfliip the f::reteft iniTatrric; and ther- 
forc it id more cciic that ti!ou cfchue and dzcde flate- 
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r ert than any other peple^ The book (aith^Thoo ftik 
rather dre<le and flcefro the fwete wordei of flatering 
prdfcrt than fro the egre wordet ottftf frend that 
iaith thee Ibthei : Salomon faith , tfaatthe wocdea of a 
fliterer ii a foare to cac^hen uinocciiiteii he iayth al* 
fb, He that Tpeketh to bh frend wardei.«f Xwottacflt 
and of plefannee he fettetfa -a net befento hit feet to 
cacchen him rand therfore Ucyth ToUtuay EocUna not 
thin eret to flalerm,'ne cake no ooliliul o£ wordea of 
flaterie't and Catoo faytlf/ Avifisthao wely and rfchm 
wordes of fvreteneiTe andof plefaunce;. lAnd eke thoa 
(halt efchuedie confetKingr of chin olde enemies that 
ben reconciled. The hook fayth, that no wight re- 
tourneth fafely into the grace of his olde enemie : and 
Yfope (ajthtNe troft not to hem to which thou haft 
ibmtime had'werre or enmitce, ne tcfile hem not thy 
eonfeil : and Senck telleth the caufe Why; It may not 
be, fayth he, thier as gret fire hath long time endured 
that ther ne diwielleth fom Yapour of warmheffe; and 
therfore -faith Salomon, In thin olde foo troft thou ne- 
ver^ for fikerly though thin enemie be reconciled, and 
maketh theechere of huihilitee, and louteth to thet 
with hift bed, ne troft him never, for certes he maketh 
thilkc feined hamiiiteemorefor his profite than for any 
loTe of chy perfone, bccadfe that he demcth to-have vie- 
tone over thy perfone by fwichc feined coateoance, 
the which viiSfcofi^ he might not haveby flrif of-werre. 
« jtvifi i/wf i4tf^ Herefiers, I prefUine, toC!ifa,l.1ILdlft. <.| 
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And Peter Alphonfc faych; Make no felawihip With 
thin oUe enemiei« for if thou do hem bountee they 
woJleh perverten it to wickednefle. And ekethoo muft 
cfchuc the confeiling of hem that ben thy iierTaunts, 
mnd bereu chee gret reverence, for paraventure they 
fein it mere for drede than for love ; and therfore faith 
m phihifophre in thb wife, I'her ia no wight parfitly 
trewe to him that he to fore dredeth. And Tulliua 
fay th, 'T'her n'is no might fo gret of any emperonr that 
longe may endure but if he have more love of the peple 
than drcde. Thou flialt alfo efchue theconfeilling of 
folk that ben dronkelewe, for they ne can no confcil 
hide ; for Salomon fayth, Ther n'if no privetee ther at 
regneth dronkennelTe. Ye ihuln alfo have in fufpecSt 
the confeilling of fwiche folk as confeille yoo o thing 
priveiy and confeille. you the contrarie openly; for 
Cafiiodore fayth that it is a manereileighteio hinder 
his enemy whan he fheweth to don a thing opeoly 
and werketh priveiy the contrary. I'hou ihalt alfo 
have in fufped the confeilling of v^ckedfolk, for hir 
confeil is alway ful of fraude. And David fayth, Blif-* 
ful is that man that hath not fblwedthe confeilling of 
flirewes.l'houihaltalfoefcfaue the confeilling of yonge 
folk, for hir confeilling is not ripe, as Salomon iaith. 
Now, Sire, fith 1 have fiiewed you of which folk 
ye fhollen take youre confcil, and of which folk ye 
(hnllen efchue the confeil, now wol I tcche you how 
ye ihuln examine, your condeil after the dodrinc of 
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Tulliaf. Id czamtBiog' than of your oinifenidiifi ye 
ihuln confidriBinaaythiiiges. AlderfivftithoDflukoon' 
fidre tM»iitidlkfbd)Ilig'that4hou piicpofeftvxiidspiMi 
what thMgichat fhoil^wole have caHtaU tiatunj 
tnmth&tefxid find conferYcd^ thif ia to fifty, tdk 
treweiy tfay tale; for he thai faythfalfie may not vd 
he confeUltdin that^cas^f which be Ueth:- And after 
this thoatfkdt -cenfidre the thnaget that acoarden to 
that thoo'pur|V9feft for to do by thy cooiflilloiirB, if 
Tcfon a^cotd therto;and eke if thy inight'ni^ atednc 
therto, aadifitheiBore pan and^&e bectfer.pivtbfthHi 
coafciUoori accorden^therto or no. Than dbaltthoii 
coniiflkie wikat thing (haliolwe of that oonCrilliogi wk 
hate, pees, wernr;'grace, prtffitei-ordoihage, aadmx* 
ny other thiagea, and an allc thinget thoa Ihalt efade 
the befte, andweive alle other thinges. Than ihalt 
thou coniidfle nfwhat roote is cngendred the mateie 
of thy confeil, and what fruit it may conceive and en* 
gendre. Thou fhalt eke coniidre alle the cxnfes from 
ivhennes they ben fprongen. And whan then hail ex- 
amined thy confeil, as I have faid, and which partie 
is the better and more profitable, aiid haftappreved 
it by many wife folk and olde, than ikdlt thon con- 
fidre if thou mayft perfornTeitandmakenuf itajirood 
endc ; for ccrtes rtfon wol not that any man ihulde 
beginne a thing but if he raightc perft.rme it as him 
oughtc, >ne no wight fhuUc take upon him fe hery a 
charge that he mioht not bercn it; fbt the provcrbc 
4 
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fikyth. He diat to moche embraceth difiitioeth litel ; 

Aod Catoo (aith, * Aflay to do fwichc thiogea as thon 

hail power to don, left the chatge opprefle thee fo 

lore that thee bchovcth to weive thing that thou haft 

bcgonne. And if fo be that thou be in doote whether 

tfaoa mayft performe a thing or aon, chefe rather to 

iuSn than to beginne. And Peter Aiphonfe fayth, If 

thou haft might to don a thing of wiiich thou muft 

repente it ii better nay than ya; this it to fayn, that 

thee u better to holde thy tonge ftille than for to fpeke. 

Than mayft thou uoderftondebyftrongerrefons that 

if thou haft power to performe a werk of which thou 

fl&ak repente, than is thee better that thnu fuftre than 

beginne. Wei fain they that defenden every wight to 

u&yt a thing of which he is in doute whether he may 

performe it or non. And after whan ye han examined 

youre confeil as I hare faid beforne, and knowen wel 

that ye moun performe your emprife, oonierme it than 

iadly til it be at an ende. Now it it refon and time that 

I ihewe you whan and wherfore that ye moun chaunge 

your confeil withooten repreve. Sothly a man may 

diange his pnrpos and his confeil if the caufe ceieth, 

or whan a newe cas betideth; for the lawe £uth, that 

upon things that newly betidcn behoTeth newe con* 

leil ; and Seneca fayth, If thy confeil iscomen to the 

• 4fi^ 19 d»fwicbe ibinie$\ This precept titCaf h inU Ui. 
dift.i$.i 

<^uod potes id tentato; nperis ne pondere preffat 
teccanlMU labor, ct frattxa teaUU rdiaqoM. 
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rres of tfam enemiet chtnnge thy conicih Thmi mayft 
alfo chaonge thy confeil if fo be that thoa find that 
by errour or by other canfe harxne or damage may 
betide : alfo if thy confeil be diihonefte, other ellet 
come of difhonefte caufe, chaunge thy confeil ; for the 
lawes iain that all beheftes that ben diihoncfle ben of 
no value ; and'eke if fo be that It be impoffibie, or may 
not goodly be performed or kept. 

And take this for a general reule, that every con- 
feil that is affemied fo flrongiy that it may not be 
chaunged for no condition that may betide, I fay that 
thilke confeil is wicked. 

This Melibeus, whan he had herd the do^rine of 
his wif Dame Prudence,anfweredin this wife : Dame, 
quod he, as yet unto this time ye han wel and cove- 
nably taught me, as in general, how i (hal governe 
me in the cbdGing and in the withholding of my con- 
fcillours; butnow wold I fain that ye wold condefcend 
in efpecial, and telle me how liketh you or what fe* 
meth you by oore confeillours that we han chofen in 
oure prefent nede. 

. My Lord, quod (he, I befechc you in alle humbleffe 
that ye wol not wilfully replie a^ein my refon^, ne 
difttnipre your herte, though 1 fptke thing that yoa 
difplefe, for God wote that as in min entente 1 fpcke 
it for your belle, for youre honour and for youre pro- 
fit eke, and fothly I hope char youre benignitec wol 
taken it in patience. And tiofleth me wel, quod ihe. 
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thst jtan confeil as in this cas tie ihulde not (as to 
fpcke proprely) be called a confeilliDg, bat a motion 
or a meviog of fblie, in which confeil ye han erred in 
many afondry wife. 

Firft and forward, ye han erred in the afTembling 
of youre confciiloars, for ye iholde firll han cleped a 
fewe folk to yoore confeil, and after ye mighte han 
fiiewed it to mo folk if it hadde be nede; but ccrtes 
ye han fodeinly cleped to your confeil a gret mnltitude 
of peple fol cbargeant and ful anoyous for to here. 
Alfo ye han erred, for ther as ye ihulde han only cle- 
ped to yonre confeile youre trewe freudes olde and 
-wife, ye han cleped (Iraunge folk, yonge folk, falfe fla« 
terers^ and enemies reconciled, and folk that don yoit 
reverence withouten love. And eke ye han erred, for 
yehan brought with you to youre confeil ire, coveitife, 
and haflifnefTt:, the which three thingesbcn contrary 
toevery confeil honeft and profitable, the which three 
thingesye ne han not anientiffed or deftroyed neither 
in yourefelf ne in youre confeillours as you ought. Ye 
han erred alfo, for ye han ihewed to youre confeillourf 
youre talent and youre ajQciftions to make wcrre anon, 
andforto do vengeaunce, and they han efpied by youre 
wordes ro what thing ye ben endined, and therfore 
ban they confcilled you rather to youre talent than 
to youre profite. Ye han erred alfo, for it femeth that 
youfulficethtnhanbenconfeilledbythifeconfcillours 
only^ and with iitcl avis, wheras in fo high and fo grct 

Oij 



a ncde !t had bto nncllarie mo cooteHiaa 
deliberation lo peifornie youre etnpriJe. ^ 
■Ua,fnryehaiinaLn3niiDecl your conici] 

Ye hao etred alfo, {or ye hsn maked Din 
twiiyOureconfeillmini this is to CtTii, tN 
trewe frcndra and joure feined tonTcilU 
hsn not knowethe willeof your trewcl 
iDd wife, but ye ban cil) ill; hit word« i 
pal, md entlided youi htrlc lo (he Hbore 
the gretcr nombic. and t her be yr candefi 
fith yc wot mel [hat men Ihiiln alway fii 
nombif oEfoolea than of wile men, »nd ( 
confeiUinjtilhatbcDatCDngtcgiitiDCaaae 
ul foik^lhir as men like more regard < 
bre than to the fapience of perrooei, ye& 
in fvJche eonfcillinjES fooLes ban Chcfnai 
bcu«aii[wcc«diin(lfaiiiagdn;lgraiinitw« 
erred, but tber a> tbuu hiQ: lold me berci 
ben'it not to blame ihat ehaangeth hii ce 
taio cas, ud far certain andjuflcaufo, 1 
to chaanfjc myconfcil right ai ihi>n wnlt 
prDvcibc (aytb, FnrlodDnrmDeitmannif 
for to perfewn: long- in finne i" woke of 
To this rentence ■iri'weieci anon Dai>i< 
lod (aide; Hianrincth (qi]r>d (he) we[ yi 
■nd let U' fee the which of hem han fpoV 
lDiiably,isdUiighty(iiibdtcoiifeil; andl 
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as the examination is oeceflQirie, let us bieginne at the 
furgiens and at the phyficiena that fiift fpiken io this 
maitcr. i fay that phyficiens and furgiens han iayde 
you ia youre confcil difcretly as hem ou3:hte, and in 
hir fpeche faiden-fol wifely that to the office of hem 
appertcineth to don to every wight honour and pro* 
fite» and no wight to anoye, and after hir craft to don 
grct diligence unto the cure of hem which that they 
han io hir governaunce. And, Sire, right as they han 
anfweved wifely and difcretly, right fo rede I that they 
be highly and foverainly guerdoned for hir noble 
fpeche^ and eke for they ftiulden do the more ententif 
beiinefie in the curation uf thy dere doughter : for al 
be it fo that they ben youre frendes, therfore ihullen 
ye not fafifren that they fcr ve you for nought, but ye 
oughCietbe rather guerdone hem ^and fhewe hem youre 
largelfe* Auid as touching the proportion which the 
phyilciens entreteden in thiscas, this is to fain, that in 
maladies that a contrarie is wariibed by another con- 
trarie, I wold fain knowe how ye underflonde thillve 
text, »nd what is youre fentence. Certes, quod Meli- 
beus, 1 underflond it in chls wife, that right as they 
han don me a contrarie, right fo (hulde I don hem ano- 
ther; for right as they han vrnged hem upon me and 
don me wrong, right fo fhal I venge me upon hem 
and don hem wrong, and than have I cured a contra* 
rie by another. 

lio, Io ! quod Dame Pindcnce, how lightly is every 

Oiij 
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man endined to hu loiweB dcfire and' hit tmrn pie* 
faunee ! .Certes (^od flie) the wordettif dM jfliTficH 
CDS DC ikdldeD not han boi onderftodden in that wHr, 
for certes wickedneifeisnot contmieto wickedoefCt 
ne Ycngtaimce-to-venpBauDce, ne wrong to wrong;, 
but (hey.hen fieinblable, and cherfiBre a vengauince ii 
not warUhed-by another vengeaonee, ne a wraig by 
smother wrong,- but ererich of hcnu'cncrefcth and a^ 
greggeth others Bat certes the wordet of the phyfict* 
ens flndddnbennnderftonde in this wife, for good and 
wickednciTe ben two contraries, and pees and werre, 
vengeannce and fuffnunce, difcord and accord, and 
many other thinges ; bot certes wickednefle Ihal be 
wariihed by goodneffe, difcord by accord, werre by 
pees, and fo forth of other thtnges. And hereto accor« 
deth Scint Poule the apoflle in many places ; heCiyth, 
Ne yelde not harme for harme, ne wicked fpeche for 
wicked fpeche, but do wel to him that doth to thee 
harme, and blefle him that faith to thee harme : and 
in many other places he amonefteth pees and accord. 
But now wol I fpeke to yon of the confeil which that 
was yeven to yon by the men of lawe, and the wife 
folk and old folkc, that fayden alle by on accord as ye 
han herd beforne, that «>ver alle thinges ye fliuln do 
youre diligence to kepe youre perfone, and to wame- 
ilore yonr honfe ; and faiden alfo, that in this cas yon 
oughtc for to werchcn ful avifely and with gret deli* 
beration. And, Sire, as to the ficft point, that touch- 
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eth the keping of youre pcrfone, ye ibuln underftond 
that he that hath werre fhal ever more devoocly and 
nckety preicnbefome alle thinges that Jefn Crift of 
hin mercie wol han himin his proteidioii, and ben hit 
foTcraine helping-, at hin nede ; for ccrtes in this world 
ther is no wight that may be confcilled ne kept foffi- 
iantly withoote the keping of oure Lord Jefu Crift. 
To this fentence accordeth the prophete David, that 
layth, If God ne kepe the citce in idel waketh he that 
kepeth it. Now, Sire, than flialn yecommittctbeke* 
ping of youre periiine to yoore trewe frendesthat ben 
appreved and yknowe, and of hem (haln yeazen hclpe 
yoore perfone for to kepe ; for Caton faith, * If thou 
bave nede of helpe axeitof thy frendcs, for ther n'it 
non fo good a phylicien as thy trewe frend. And af- 
ter this than (huln ye kepe you fro alle ftraange folk, 
and fro lieres, and have alway in fufped hir com- 
paignie; for Piers Alphonfc fayth, Ne take no com- 
paignie by theyrayof aftraungeman, but if fo be that 
thoa have knowen liim of lenger time; and if fo be 
that he falle into thy compaignie paraventure with- 
oaten thin afient>enquere than asfubtilly as thou maift 
of his converfation, and of his lif befbrne, and fdne 
thy way, faying thou woh go thider as thou wok not 
go ; and if he here a fpere hold thee on the right fide, 
and if he here a fwerd hold thee on his left fide. And 

• (ftbou have nede^ Cato^ I. iv. dift. 14. ; 

Aaxill'.im a noUa petltOj fi fiirte liboras ; . 

Hcc qolfqnai vcUor medktia qusm ftdoi •mlcu. 
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dCurtbilithfta flidln yekepte 7«« «if«t|[£raiiiall£^^ 
zpaac;^ peple as I have fa]rcdbcfere, indliirin and lur 
cofiftiil efchde. And after thii than-flwlo ye kepe ytm 
ia fwUhsumicre that for any. prcfampeiMi of jmM 
ftrengUwithat ye ne dcfpifa.oot ne aofboiit mvt the 
might flf.]^oure adverfaty ib lite that. ye let tfaekcpiiip 
of y^UrclperCaoe for your pcefimiptaon,.for erery wifa 
man dftdiBth hU encmk : and Saiomoo Ayth, Wel&l 
liJHH thatltif aUe hath drede^ for certcabe that thnrgii 
the haxdimfle of hit hcrte, andthai^-the harHinffe 
of himfblf , kath-to gret prcfumption him ihal evil be- 
tide. Than (huln ye eTcrmo countrewaito emboyfle- 
ments and aile efpiaile ; for Senek fayth that the wife 
miua that dredeth harmes efchueth harmes, De he ne 
falleth ir<t6. perils that perils efchueth. And al be it £k 
that it feme that thou art in iiker place, yet flialt thou 
al way do thy diligence in kcping of thy perfone ; thii 
is to fayn, ne be not negligent to kepe thin perfune 
noc only fro thy greteft enemy but alfo fro thy Icile 
en.cmy. Senek fayth, A man thatiawel avlfed he drc 
deth hisldde enemie ; Ovide fayth that the litel wefcl 
wol ilce the gret boll and the wilde hart ; and the book 
fayth, A litel thorne may prikke a king ful fore, and 
a litel hound wol hold the wilde bore. But natheles I 
iUy not thou fhalt be fo coward that thou doute wher 
as in no drede. I'he book faith that * fom men [ban 

* jam mcn^ sfT'c-l Tlu» paflage, which is defedive in all tho 
iTifT. I havr: patched up as well as I could, by adding the words 
l)etwceu hooj^s from ihe rrgachMeUb6:, where it fiandsChOs; 
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trndgbt hir deceivmir, for they han to moche dreded] 
to be deceived. Yet (halt thou drede to be empoyibiicd 
and [therfbre (halt thou] kepe thee fro the compagnie 
of foHiiers ; for the hook fayth, Wich fcomert oe make 
no compagnie, but flee hir worden as venime. 

Now a»to the fecond point,wheracyoure wiie con- 
ieiilourscoiiltffiled you to warnef^ore your hout with 
l^et diligenee, I wokle fain knowe how that ye an- 
derfiode thilke worden, and what is youre fentence. 

Meiibeut aufweredand faide ; Certcs I umlcrftond 
it in this wife, chat I ihal warneftore min hoos with 
toures, fwiche as han cafielles and other maoere edi* 
fices, and armure, and artelries, by which thinges I 
may my perfone and myn boas fo kepen and defend- 
en that min enemies (hulnben in drede min housfor 
coapproche. 

To this fentence anfwered anon Prudence: Wame- 
iloring (quod (he) of hdghe toores andAf grete edifi- 
ces is with grete coflages and with grete trtYaille, 
and whan that they ben accompliced yet ben they not 
worth a (Ire but if they ben defended by trewe fren- 
dcs that ben olde and wife. And underfionde wel 
that the gretefte and fbongefte game(bn that a riche 

«• Aucune* gent rtnt enfctpnc Icur decevour, car fit ont trop 
** doubce que on ne les deccutt. Aprcs tu te dois gardcr de ve- 
** nim» et 11 te doi^ garder dc compai^ic dc muqueurs, car il 
'* eft efcript, Avcc Ics moqueurs n*aies compaigniei et Tuy lean 
^- paroles corame le Tenitn.** 



ilMhaAf AsT^ at 'wd^.'k^fr .JnifMiM 
gMJliy<yv that be be bdo^edmcb liii:4U|i 

«ilfc(Ji^ ittigbabooresT ior tbtul^Ttb-INi 
tjiAr.b A maaer punefoo tfait; ao man ntti^'! 
ne dtfcQvfite, and that i« ak>cdio be bek> 
titisBittHuidjtfJbbpeple;": * .;.:->* 
itiNow^pflbie^ w to the tfaridda p«iM^:«dMi 
Ma if d.i#ifafni>feafawit a^ntiAthaCyMia 
nociUeiidjiiBbaftily praeedcBJb thia actU, 
jlMuMgbttr (NirMyeo and ap^p^rdleft.'yovii 
WJtb gtetSdiiigcnce andgret deltberttioiirl 
thMre thatithef faydtai right-wifely- and rij 
Sbt Tailhis (kyth. In cTcry Jiede tr tboo b< 
ap|»reik.thee with gretdfligence. Than .£13 
mtt9caiince.tafcing in wcriv, in bataiUe, an 
neftoriog, er thou beginne I rede that thon 1 
UKtitbtfrtOy anddo it with gtet delihetatioo ; 
UnciaTth (hat icmge apfageiiiny tolcire xhn 
maketb «flisrt:Tiiftorie;..and Oaffiodnnm ik 
gameiob ia-ftraogerwhan icii longc time.a' 
But now let us fpeken o£:the confeil thai 
corded bjryoim neighebouKsJwichaas dm 
irerence:withouten love, youcc olde enemit 
died, your jlatereres that (onfeilled you 
thin)^ prively, and openly confdiled you 
trarie, the ypcge folk alfo, that confcilla 
Ycnge you' and to make werpe anon.- Certea 
I have fayde befome, ye han grctly erred to 
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ped fwlche maocrfolk toyoure confeii, which confcil- 

lours ben yooagh .reproved by the reibna aforvfaid : 

:bfit osthelcs, let uinoW defccnde to the f pedal. Ye 

ihal firft jHrocedeo after the dodrinc.of ToUius. Cer- 

tes the trouthe of this mattf re or of this confeil ncdeth 

not diligently to enquire, for it is wel wift which they 

ben that handon.tayoa this trefpasarid Tilanie, and 

how many trefpafour.s, and in whatmanere, they had 

don to you all thib wrong and all this vilanie. And after 

this than (huln ye examine the fccond condition which 

(hat the fame TuUius addeth in this matece; for i'uL- 

Has pntteth a thing which that he ciepeth Confent- 

ing ; this tofayn, who beu they, and which ben they> 

and how many, tliat confcntcn to thy confeil in thy 

wilfttineiTe to don haftif veogeaunce. And let w con- 

(idrealfo who ben they, and how many ben they, and 

which ben they, that confentedc^n to ycure adverfar 

ries. As to the6rft point, it is wel knowen which folk 

they be that confenteilen to youre wilfulncffe, for 

trewely all tho that confeileden you to hiakcn fodcin 

werre ne ben not youre frendes. Let us now coniidre 

which ben they that ye holdcn fo gretly youre frendes 

as to youre perfone, for al be it fo that ye be mighty 

and riche, ceites ye nc ben but allone ; for ccrtes yene 

han no child but a doughtcr, ne ye ne han no brcth-r 

ren, ne cofint germains, ne non other nigh kinrfcde, 

wherfore that your enemies fur dredeihulde flintc to 

plcdc with yon or to -de^oye youre perfoue* Yc 
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Imoweo alio that your n th tff r mt n ni tmhen dify t ah k 
io dhrerie paitiet, and wbaa-tluteTerfWi^liackliii 
pavt tbey ne wollen taken but lkel.icgard Ca vcige 
youre dc«h.^Biit duneoemiet ben thfecytad they latt 
inaoy bretlireB, <diildren) cofintj and other n^^ nn^ 
rede; and thonghfo-^nrere- that thou haddeft flam af 
hem two ior tfawe, yet dweilen therynonr to wtdBOi 
hirdeth, and toilee thy periboe. And though lb be ihit 
youre kmrede be more ftedtfaftandfiker than thf bm 
of your adveHaries, yet nathekt yonre kinrede u hoc 
a fer kinrede; they beo but litel fibbe to yoo, and the 
kin of youre enemies ben nigh fibbe to hem ; and cer- 
tes as in that hir condition is better than yoores. Than 
let us confidre alfo of the confeilling of hem that coo* 
feilled you to take fodein ▼engeance, whether it ac- 
oorde to refon ; and certes ye kno we wel nay ; for at 
by right and refon ther may no man taken venge* 
aonce on no wight but the juge that hath the juriC* 
didion of it, whan it is ygraunted him to take thilkt 
vengeaonce haftiiy or attcmprcly aa the lawe reqoi* 
rcch. And yet moreover of thilke word that Tnlliat 
depeth Confenting, thou fhalt con0dre if thy might 
and thy power may confente and fuffice to thy wil** 
fuhieife aiid to thy confeillours; and certes thou may'* 
eft wel fay that Nay ; for fikerly, as for tkk fpeke pro* 
prely, we moun do nothing but only fwiche thing 
as we moun don rig^htfiill y ; and certes rightfuHy ye 
ne mowe take no vengeance, as of .yonr proprc aac* 

3 
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USTitc. Than mowc ye fen that your power ne con- 
CentetKaoe ne. accordcth not toyonre wilfuhiciTc. 
Now Jet lit ezamine the thridde point, that Tulliu* 
depeth Coafeqnent. Thou (halt underftonde that the 
vengeauncetfaat thou purpofeft for to take is thecoo- 
fequcDt, and therof folweth another vengeance, pe- 
ril, and wcrre, and other damages withoaten n om- 
bre, of which we hen not ware as at this time. And 
mstouchingthe fourthe point, thatTullios depeth £n- 
gendring, thou fiialt confider that this wrong which 
that is don to thee is engeodred of the hate of thin 
cnemiea, and of the vengeaunce taking upon that wold 
engender another vengeay nee, and muchelforwe and 
wafting of richefles, as 1 faydejere. 

Now, Sire, as to the point that TuUiusclepeth Cau- 
fies, which that is the laft point, thou flialtunderftonde 
that the wrong that thou hail received hath certaine 
caufes which that clerkes clepen oriens and eficiens^ 
Mndcau/aUnguiquazud caufapropi^umj this is to fayn, 
the fer caufe and the nigh caufie. The fer caufe is al- 
mighty Oodjthat iscaufeof alle thinges; thenercaufe 
is thin three enemies ; the canl'e accidental was hate ; 
the caufe material ben the five woondesofrhydough- 
ter ; the caufe formal is the mancrofhirwer king, that 
bruughten ladders and domben in at thy windowes \ 
the caufe final was for to flee thy doughter : it letted 
not in as mucheas inhemwas. But for tofpekeof the 
fer caufe, as to what en de they (huln come, or what ibal 



iro 
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finally bettde of hem in this cas, ne ci|i L 
but by conjedinf; and fuppoiing ; for we i 
pofc that they ihuln come to a vricked end 
that the book of Decrees fayth, Seldeo or 
peine ben caufes ybroaght to a good code ^ 
ben badly begonne. 

Now, Sire, if men woldaxen me why dia 
fred men to do yon this vilanie, cet tet I can n 
f wcr as for no fothfaftndTe ; for the apofUe : 
the fciencea and the jugements of oure Lore 
miffhty ben ful depc ; ther may no man coi 
ne ferche hem fufiufantly ; natheles, by ce 
fumptions aadcoojcdings I hold and beleve 
which thatisful of juUice and of rijfhtwifci] 
fufTcred this betide by juft caufe rcfonable. 

Thy name is Melibee, this is to fayn, a 
driDketh hony. Thou haft dronke fo much 
f wetc tcmpurtl richefTes, and deliccs, and h 
this world, chat thou art dronkcn, and hail 
Jcfu Crift thy crcatour: thou nc haft not di 
fwiche honour and reverence as thee ought 
nc haft wcl ytaken kepe to the wordes of O 
fayth. Under the honey of the goodes of th 
hid the venime that fleth the foule : and 
fayth, If thou haft founden hony ete of it i 
ccth, for ifthoueteofitoutofmefurethouih: 
and be nedy and poure. And peraveuturc i 
thee in defpit, and hath toutncd away fro th 
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and hU eres of tnifericorde, and alfo he hath fufired 

that thou haft hen puniihed in the manerc that thou 

haftytrefpafed. Thou haft don finne again ourcLord 

Crift, for certes the three enemies of mankind, that 

is to fayn,the fielh, the fend, and the world, thou haft 

fuffrcd hem entre into thin hcrte wilfully by the win- 

dowes of thy body, and haft not defended thyfelf fuf- 

fifantly agein hit aflautes and hir temptations, fo that 

they han wounded thy foule in live placet ; this is to 

fayo, the dedly finnes that ben entred into thyn hcrte 

hy thy five wittes : and in the fame manere our Lord 

Crift hath wold and fufired that thy three enemies 

ben entred into thyn hous by the windowes, and han 

ywounded thy doughter in the forcfayd manerc. 

Certes, quod Melibee, I fee wel that ye enforce ycu 
tnuchel by wordesto overcomen me in fwiche manere 
that I fhal not venge me on mine enemies, (hewing 
me the perils and the evils that mighten fallc cf this 
vengeaunce; but who fo wolde confidre in alle ven- 
geaunces the perils and evils that mighten fue of ven- 
geaunce taking a man wold never take vengeaunce, 
and that were harme ; for by the vengeaunce taking 
ben the wicked men diftevered fro the goodc men, 
end they that han will to do wickedneffe reflreincii 
hir wicked purpos whan they fen the puniihing and 
thechafti(uig*ofthe trefpafours. [To this anfwcrcd 

♦ G/ibe trej'p^foursy The following paflagc, wliich the reader 
will fee to be very material to tlic fcnle, I have tranflated irom 

I'ij 
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5[)ameP^deo€e; 

of Tcngcaoiica 

good; butveogeaaoce 

rich on, butooiy tojk^g«i,iBdto 

rifdiaion over the tnrff>fawn») AAdyttfiif I 

that right as a img»]fr.pai«mc fiiiDeikwtakii 

geauDcc of anoibcr mam,- ligkt ib faMli.the jifB if 

ht do no f cDgeaBBoeolbeBitlat k IwBdifttwJ ; ior 

Scnek iayth cbot»Tlwt miifter (Kb ivfth) m fMd 

that preveth IhrewM^ .and' Cwflfaidow fryt^ A ■■! 

dredeth to do.mitfa|tett%hMi be ivot 

that it difpldeth to tktjiigcs ud fowauna i 

other fay th, Th< jngt that dndeth-ta 4o nght ■•• 

keth men flirewet; ■nd'Sciiit Ponk tfanpoftleiiylh 

in his epiille, whaa he writetli mto 

that the )ugc» beren not the fpere witlMMitjen 

b ot they beren it to poniihc the ihrewes and Biifiloen» 

'and for to defende the goode men. If ye wiln thia 

take vengeaunce of ydure enemies ye fhalo r c tou rBC 

or have your recoun to the juge that hath thejori^ 

didion upoohcm, andheihalpaniiheheniaathelawt 

axeth and reqeireth. 

A! fayd Melibee, this vengeaimce liketh me ao> 
thing. I bethink me now and take hede how tbatFiN> 
tune hath norilhed mcfro my childhode^and hath hol- 

tlie French, and infirrted bct¥re«]i honks, as befbra; *• Bt a ct 

* * rerpoiu Dame Prudence : Certe*, dift die, le t*ottroye que de 
** vengeance vient mott de maulx et de tHem, in^t vcf^eance 
•* n*ap,'^4rtient pas a an chaTcun, km feoleraefit auz jttfes Ct 

•' 4 cculx qui ont la juridiclon fur lea maUaitcnrtf^— 
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1 tne to paiTe many a ilronge pay : now wol I aiTayerx 
V, trowin}2^ with Goddes hclpc that ihe ihal hclpc 
! my ihamc for to vcnj^e. 

erte8,quod Prudence, if ye wol werkeby my confcil 
{hnbi notaflayc Fortune by no way, ne yene fliuln 
: lene or bowe unto hire, after the wordesof Senek; 
thinges that ben folily don, and tho that ben don 
lope of Fortune, fhuln never come to good endc. 
d as the fame Senck fayth. The more clcre and the 
ire (hiningthat Fortune is the more broteland the 
er broke (he is. IVuRcth not in hire, fur ihe n*is 
: ftedefafl ne (lable, for whan thou troweft to be 
ift fiker and feure of hire heipe ibe wol faille and 
:eive thee. And wheras yc fayn that Fortune hath 
riihed you fro youre childhode, 1 fay that in fo mu" 
;I ye (huln the leffe tnifte in hire and in hire wit ; 
Senek faith. What man that is norifhed by For- 
te ihe makcth him a grct fool. Now than fin ye 
ire and axe vengcannce, and the vengeauncc thut 
CD after the lawe and before the juge ne likcth you 
:, and the Tcngeaunce that is don in hope of For- 
te is perilous and uncertain, than have ye non other 
aedic but for to have your recours unto the fovc 
ne juge that vengeth alle vilanies and wrouge8,ai)d 
Obal vengeyou; after that himfeifwitneiTeth whcr- 
le faith, Levcth the vcngeaunce to me, and I ihal 
it. 
Mclibeus anfwercd, If I nc venge me of the viiaQie 

PlIJ 
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that ipen ha6d on to me 1 fompne or-wmelieiBthiK 
haa don to me viUoie, and alie other, to do me an- 
other vilanie ; for it i% written. If thoo takcoo ven- 
gcaance of an olde irilany thoo fompneft thin adver- 
faries to do thee a newe TiUnie : and aUo for my Ibf* 
fmunce men woldcn do me fo mache Tilaoie that I 
might neither here it oe fufteine, and fo, ihulde I ben 
put and holdenover lowe; for fom men fain, Inrna* 
chel fuffiring (bol many thinjfes falle unto thee which 
thou flialt not mowefuffre. 

Certes, quod Pmdence, I grannte yon wel that o- 
▼crmuchel fuffraunce is not good, but yet ne folwcth 
it not therof that erery perfonc to whom men don 
vilanie ihuld take of it vengcaunce, for that apper- 
tcineth and longeth all only to the jugcs, for they flml 
venge the vilanie^ and injuries ; and therfore tho two 
audoritees that ye han fayd above ben only nnder- 
Aonden in the ju^en, for whan they fuffren ovencn- 
chcl the wronges and vilaniet to be don withooten 
puniihing they fompne not a man all imly for to do 
r.cwe wronges but they commaunden it, al fo as a 
wife man fayth that the juge that corre^eth not the 
finticr commaundeth andbiddcth hinidofinne: and 
the jugesandfoTerainesmightcn in hir lond fomuche 
iV.fTre of the (hrewes and mifdoers, that theyihold 
en hy fwiche fuffraunce by proccs of time wezen of 
l\vichc power and might that they fhuld putte out the 
3 uges and the foveraines from hir pbccBy and attc laftc 
maiccD hem Hcbii \oidRii^^ca. 
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Bntnowlet osputtethatyehavelcTetoVenge yon : 
1 fay ye be not of might and power as now to venge 
you ; for if ye wol m'aken comparifon unto the might 
of youre adverfaries, yeihuin iinde in many thinges 
that I haire Ihewed yoa er this that hir condition is 
better than youres, and cherfore fay 1 that it is good 
as now that ye fufTre and be patient. 

Fortbermore, ye knowen wel that after the com- 
mune faw it is a woodneffe a man to ftrivc with % 
ftrong«r or a more mighty man than he is himfelf ; 
and for to flrive with a man of even flrengthe, that is 
to fay, with as ftrong a man as he is, it h peril; and 
for to ftrive with a weker man it is folie; and therfore 
iholde a man flee driving as muchel as he mighte; 
tor Salomon fayth, It is a grefworfhip to a man to 
kepe him fro noifc and flrif . And if it fo happe that 
a man of greter mighte and ftrengthe than thoa art 
do thee grevaunce, iludie and befie thee rather to ilille 
the fame grerannce than for to venge thee ; for Se- 
nek fayth, that he putteth him in a grete peril that 
ftriveth with a greter man than he is himfelf; and 
Caton fayth, * If a man of higher edat or degree, or 
more mighty than thou, do thee anoye or grevance 
fufTre him, for he that ones hath greved thee may 
another time releve thee and heipe thee Yet fette t 

*lfa man of higher eJlaQ Thia prudent advice is from Cato^ 
V vr. dift. 40. ;. 

Cede locum Izfut, fortonae cede poten^ [f. pvttntUl 
Ji.xdere i^ul'^otiiit, prodcflie aliquando valcbU. 
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cat ye have bothe might uid licence for to vcnge jtni 
T fay thatther beD ful manythxngetthat fholnrefireiDd 
you of Tengcance taking, and make yon lor toeDcliae 
to fufEreand for to han padeoce in the wronges that 
ban bea don to yoo. Fir ft andfor«#ard, if yewol coiH 
fidre the defautcs that ben in yosreowen perfone, fot 
which defautcs God huh fufifred you hare this tribu* 
lation, a* I hate fayd to you herebefbme; for the poete 
iayth, tliat we oughten patiently taken the tribuk'' 
tiont that comen to us, whan that we thinken and COO'' 
fideren that we han defcrved to hate hem; andSeiot 
Gregorie fayth, that whan a man confiderethwelthe 
nombie of his defautcs and of his iinnes the peinea 
and the tribulations that he fufiercth femen the Icfife 
unto him ; and in as muchc as him thinketh his linncs 
more hevy and grevous, info muchefcmethhitt peine 
tlie lighter and the cHer unto him. Alfo ye owen to 
encline and bowc youre hcrte to take the patience of 
cure Lord Jefu Crifl, ad fayth Seint Peter in his Epift- 
Ics. Jcfu Crifl (hcfayth) hath fuffred for ut, and yetcn 
eiifaraple to every mad to folwe and fee him^ for he 
dide never (inne, ne never came ther a vilains word 
out of his mouth* Whan men curfed him he curfed 
hem nought, and whan men beten him he manaced 
hem noughts Alfo the gret patience which fcintes 
tliat ben in Paradis han had in tribulations that they 
han fuffredwithouten hirdefertorgilt oughte muchet 
(lirre yoiito piitience. Furthermore, ycihuldc enforce 
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you to have patience, confidering that the tribulations 
of this world but litei while endure, and fone pafled 
ben and goo,, and the joye that a man feketh td ban 
by patience in tribulationfl is perdurable; after that 
the apodle fayth in his epiftle, The joye of God, he 
fayth, is perdurabie, that in to fayn, everlafting. Alfo 
troweth and beleveth ftedfaftly that he u^is not wel 
ytioriihed ne wel ytaught that cannot have patience, 
or woi not receive patience; for Salomon fayth, that 
the do^rineand wit of a man is knowen by patience; 
and in another place.he fayeth, that he that is patient 
govemcth bun by gret prudence : and the fame Sa- 
lomon fayth, The angrie and wrathful man maketh 
noifes, and the patient man attemprech and ftilleth. 
JKm : he faith alfo, h is more worth to be patient than 
to be right ftrong; and he that may have the lord- 
Ihipe of his owen herte.is more to preife than he that 
by his force or ftrengthe taketh grct citees : and ther- 
fore layth Seint James in bin epifilc that patience is a 
gret vertue Qf perfe(ftion. 

Certes,.quod Meltbee, I graunte you, Dame Pru- 
dence, that pitience is a gret vertue of perfed:ion, but 
every man may not have the perfedion that yefeken, 
ne I am not of the oombre of the right parEt men, 
for min herte may never be in pees unto the time it 
be venged. And al be it fo that it was gret peril to 
min enemies to do me a vilanie in taking vengeaunce 
apon me, yet token they non hede of the peril, but 



goodci, and by ttchcQei may > man gne 
freudet; uidtherforeravthPainphilDiiira* 
ilDUghiet(bera)'th)be riche, fliemaycbcA 
bnd men which Die wul ukirio hire huDi 
a thouTand mta on wol not furfakeo hire 
hire. And th» Piniphilui faiih alfo, Kthi 
happy, that it to fayn, if thcu be right ■ 
Ihalt ficde a grct nombre nf rctavesand fn 
if thy fortune cliaunge. th« thoo weie pi 
Kcl fceadfhipc and feJawIliipe, fur thnu 
allone nithouten any cunipaignic but ii it b 
paigoie of poure folk. And ytt fayih ihi 
lus moreover, that they iliit ben hood aD< 
linage fhuln be made wtirlhyand Dublr b; 
Andrigfat So at by richEOct ther conienma 
right fo by poverie come ther many b, 



THE TALK OF MELIBEUS. l8l 

cTverthrowing or falHog doun ; and therfore fayth 
Pier» Alfonfe, On of the grctefl adverfitees of this 
^vorld is whan a free man by kindc, or of birche, is 
confl-reinedby poverte to eten the almede of his ene- 
mie. And the fame fayth Innocent in onofhisbookes: 
he fay thy that for\veful and miihappy i»thc condition 
of a poure begger, for if he axe not his mete hedicth 
for hunger, and if he aice he dicth for iliame ; and al> 
gates neceffitee conilreinethhim to axe ; and therfore 
fayth Salomon, that better it is to die than for to have 
fviriche poverce ; and, as the fame Salomon fuyth, Bet- 
ter it is to die of bitter dtth than for to liven in Iwiche 
wife. By tbifc refons that I have (aid unto you, and 
by many other rcibns that I coudcfaye, Igrauntcyou 
that richeiles ben goud to hem that wel gtten hem, 
afid to hem tliat wel ufcn tho richefTc^; and therfore 
vol I (hewe you how ye fliuln behave you in gade- 
ring of yourc richcirw's, and in what manerc ye ihuln 
uien hem. 

Firft, ye (hu!n gcten hem withoutcn gret dcfir, by 
jjKOod leifcr, fokinjjly, and not over hallifly, f(}r a man 
that is to defining to jrtte ricbtflc^ ahandoneth hin\ 
fif fte to thcfte and to allc other evile.->; and therfore 
fayth Salomon, lie tljat hafleth him toht-fily to wexe 
ridie he flial be non innocent : he lavth alfo, that the 
richeffe thathafliiycomcth to a man fone and lightly 
goeth and paiTcth from a man, but that richcfl'e tliat 
Cometh lite! and lite! wcxcth alway and muhinlicth. 

Volume ir. Q_ 
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And, Sin, ye fiokn gcte rkhcflcs hfytunmStmi 

and by yonrc tnvaiUc, unto yonre prafittt sad thiff 

•with tfnicn wM'wigoiltomic doing toanyndteff p n l bt i 

for the lawc £iyth,Tkcr nakctlmo BOD luaifelCikW 

if he do bannc to aDodMr wigkt ; tliis is to layi dak 

Natvre defcndeth aodfeffhcdcihhyrightthn^^oiBa 

make himlelf rkhc onto the hanne of aaoiiwr per* 

Iboe. And Tnliint layth, that do feiwe, mt nm dndt 

of deth, ne nothing thftt may £Uk natma bmb, bfir 

muchcl ageint natnre at a man to cncrefe hiiowcn 

profice to harme of another man. And though the 

grete men and the mighty men geten richcffes more 

]*ghtlytban thou, jet iialt thoo not ben idel ne fiowe 

to do thy profitc, for thou ihalt in alle wife flee idel- 

neife ; for Salcmcn fey th, that idchiefl*etechethaman 

to do manycviies : and the fame Salomon &yth,thit 

lie that travailleth and befieth him to tiUcn hit lend 

ihal etc bred, but he that it idel, and caileth him to 

rio'befine0eneoccDpation,(halfalle intopoverte, and 

die for hunger. And he that is idel andflowcan never 

find covenable time for to do his profite ; for ther it 

a verfiBour fay th, that the idel man ezcnfeth him in 

winter bccaufc of the grcte cold, and in fommer by 

cnchefon of the hetc. For thife caufes,fayth Caton, 

AVaketh *, and enclinethyounot over mucheltoflcpe, 

* iJ'aJictb^ l*fc.1 1 can find nothing nearer .to this !n Cato thaa 
the maxim, I. Hi. diH. 7. ; Segnitiem fugito. — For the quota- 
tions from The fame author in the following page, 1. 15 and \9m 
fen U iv. dift. 1 7, and U UL dift. 34. 
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jfor ever muchel refte norifbeth and caofeth many 
wices; and tkerfore fayth Seint Jerome, Doeth fom 
^|rood dedes, that the deiril which is cure enemie ne 
£odc you D6t unoccupied, for the devil ne taketh not 
lightly uBto his werking fwiche as he fiad«th occu- 
|>ied in goode werkes. 

Than thus in geting richefles ye muften flee idcl« 
fiefle; and afterward ycfhuln ufeiuherichefles which 
ye han geteu by yotire wit and by youre travaiilc in 
4'wiche manere that men h'>lde you not t« fcarce net3 
Sparing, ne fool-large, that is tofay,over large afpcn- 
iler ; for tight as nien blanicn an avaricious man bo- 
<aufe of his fcarcttee and chincherie, in the fame wife 
li he to blame that fpendeth over largely ; and ther-- 
forc ftith Caton, Ufe (fayth he) the richcffes that the u 
haft ygeten in fwiche manere that men have no ma- 
terc nccaufe to calle thee notherwrctche ne chinche^ 
for it in a gret fhamc to a man to have a pourc hertc 
and a riche purfe : he fayth alfo, I'he goudcs that 
thou haft ygctcn ufe hem by mcfure, that is to fayn, 
fpende mefurably, for they that folily waften and di- 
Cpendenthe goodes that they han whan they han ns 
more propre of hir owen that they Ihapen hem to take 
the goodes of another man. . I fny than that yc (hula 
Ace avarice, uiing youre richelTcs in fwiche manere 
that men fayn notthatyourricheflfesbenybcricd, but 
that ye have hem in youre might and in youre wel- 
idiog; for a wife man repre vcth the avaricious np.D , and 
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fayth thus in two vers, Whcrto and why berictb 
man his goodes by his gret avarice, aod knowetk w 
that Dedes mnft he die, for dcrh it the end of ctci 
man as in this preicnt lif .^ and for what caufe t 
cnchdbo joineth he him or knitt^h he him lb fii 
unto his goodes that alle his wittes mown not difl 
veren him or departen him from hU gc»odes, ai 
knowetk wel, or ooghte to knowe, that whao he 
ded he ihal nothing here with him out of this work 
and therfore fayth Seint AagoiUne, that the avii 
cious man is likened anto heUe, that themorettfwi 
weth the more defir it hath to fwalwc and deYoai 
And as wel as ye wolde efchae to be called aa aval 
cious man or chtnche, as wcl flialde yt kepe you ai 
governe you in fwiihe a wUc that mea calle yau o 
fool-large ; therfore faith Tsllius, The goodes of th 
hous ne (huMe not ben hid ne kept fo clofe but th 
they might ben opened by pitee and dcbonairetc 
that istofayn, to ye ve hem part that han gret nede ; 1 
thy goodes flmlden net ben fo open to be every mann 
goodes. Afterward, in geting of youre richefilwai 
in vfing of hem ye ihuln alway have three thinges 
youre herte. that if» tofay, oure Lord God, eonfcienc 
and good name. Firft, ye fliuln have God in yooi 
hcrte, and for no richefife ye &uln do no thing whi( 
may in any manerc difplcfe God that is your creatoi 
and maker : for, after the word of Salomon, 1 1 is be 
ter to have a lite! good with love of God than to hai 
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nnichel good and iefc the ioye of hh L.ord God : and 
che,pro|iheterayth, that better it is to ben a good man 
and have litel good and trefor than to be holden a 
Air ewe and ba-frc grcte richeffe*. And yet I fay for»- 
t:hermore,thatye fiuikien alway do youre bcfincffc to 
^ctc you hchelTes, fo that ye gete hem with good con- 
fcience. And the apoftie f^ayth, that there n*is thing 
in this 'worid of which we 4halden have fo gret joy« 
as whan oare confcienoe bereth us good witncfle ; and 
the wife man fayth,The iubftaunce of a man is ful 
^ood whan finne is not in matmes confoicnce. After- 
ward, in geting of yotire rkhcffes and in ofiiig of hem 
ye muft have gret befineiTe and gret diligence that 
youre good name be alway kept and conferved; for 
Salomon faytfa, that beter it is and more it avai!eth 
a man to hav« a good name than for Jto have grcte ri- 
cheffes; and therfore he fayth in another place, Do 
grete diligence (faithSalomon ) inlcepiiigofthy frendes 
and of thy good name, for it ihal Icngcn^ abide with thee 
than any trefor, be it never fo precious; and ccrtes 
he fhulde not be called a Geiitilman that after God 
and good confcience aile thinges left ne doth his dili- 
gence andbefineffe to kepeii hisgoodname ; and Cal- 
iiodore fayth, that it is a flgiic of a gentll herte whan 
a man loveth and delireth to have a good name ; aud 
therfore fayth Seint Auguftine, that thcr ben cwo 
thingcs that arn right necefTirie and nedcful, and that 
ie good confcience and good los ; that is to fayn, good 

Qjij 
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confcience to thin oweaperfone rnivard, and g:eodlof 
for thy neighebooroutward. AadhethattroActkbim 
fo mochel i^ his good confcience that he defpifiethand 
fettetb at nought hk good name or laa^ andrec^etk 
not thoQgfa he kcpc nOt hit good name, a^hntacnid 
cherL 

Sire, now hare I fhewed yoo how ye IhaldcB do ii 
geting richefles, and how ye flinin nien hen ; and I 
fee wel (hat for the traft that ye han in y oore richcfib 
ye wi]n mere werre and bataiHe. IcoifetUeyovthai 
ye beginne no hataille ne werre in tmft of. yoore n 
cheflca, for they ne foficen not wencato maintehie 
and therfbre fayth a philofophro. That man that de 
fireth and wol algates han warre flial never have faf 
fifaunce, for the richer that he^is the gretct difpence 
xniiil he make, if he vo] have worfiiip and vidorie; 
and Salomon faith, that the greter richefTcathat amu 
hath the mo difpendours he hath. And, dere Sire! a 
be it fo that for your richefles ye monn have muche 
folk, yet behoveth it not ne it is not good to beginiH 
werrr, wheras ye moun in other manere have pee 
unto youre worihip andprofite; forthe vidorie ofba 
tallies that ben in this world lith not in gret nombr 
ormultitode of pcple, ne in the vertue of man, but i 
lith in the will and in the hood of ourc Lord God Al 
mighty ; and therfore Juda<i Machabens, which wa 
Godde8 knight, whan he (hulde fighte again his ad 
that haddc a greter uombre and a greter mul 
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titude of folk, and flrenger than was the peple of this 
Machabee, yet he recomforted hislitcl compalgnte, 
and fayde right in this wife ; Al fo lightly (fayde he) 
may our Lord God Almighty yeve viAorie to a fewc 
folk as to many folk, for the vidorie of a bataille co- 
meth not by the gret nombre of peple, but it rometh 
from oure Lord God of heven. And, dcre Sire ! for as 
snuchel as ther is no man ccrtaine if it be worthy 
that God yeve him vidorie or not, after that Salomon 
faythjTherfore every man (huldc gretly drede wcrres 
to beginne ; and becaufc that in batailles fallen many 
perils, and it happeth other while that as fone is the 
gret man flain as the Htel man ; and, as it is ywritten 
in the fecond book of Kinges,! he dedes of batailles 
ben aventuroos, and nothing certain, for as lightly is 
on hurt with a fperc as another ; and for ther is gret 
peril in werre, therfure fbulde a man flee and efchue 
'werre in as muchel as a man may goodly; for Salo- 
mon fayth. He that loveth peril ihal falle in peril. 

After that Dame Prudence had fpoken in this ma- 
nere Mclibee anfwerd andfaide : 1 fee wel, Dame Pru- 
dence, that by youre faire wordes and by yonrcrefons 
that ye han ihewed me that the werre liketh you no- 
thing ; hut I have not yet herd your confcil how I ihal 
do in this nede, 

Certcs, quod (he, I confeille you that yc accordc 
with youre adverfaries, and that ye have pecs with 
hem ; for Seint James iaytb in hid£piIUc that by con- 
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corde ind pen the fhiale ricbrfies wcxen pete, and 
by debat and difcorde gretc richefies fallen doon ; itid 
ye knowen wel that on of the grcteft and Dudle fovc^ 
raiae thinpr that in in thii world it uditec and pecs; 
and therfbre fay de oure Lord Jefo Crlil to hitapoftlct 
in this wife, Wel hapi>y and blefled ben they that lo- 
ven and parGfaaTen pee8% for they beb callfed the chii* 
dren of God. A ! qood Melibce, now fee I wel that ye 
loren not jnin hoooar oe my worfhipe. Ye knowen 
wci that min adverfaries han bcg oane thia dcbat and 
brige by hir outrage, and ye fee wel that they ne re* 
queren ne prayen me not of pecs, ne they axen not to 
be reconciled ; wol ye than that I go and meke me 
and obeye me to hem, and eric hem racrcie ? forfcth 
that were not my worfhipe ; for right as men fayo 
that overgret homlinefie engendretli difpreifing, fo 
fareth it by to gret humilitec or mekeueife. 

Than began Dame Prudence to make fembiauntof 
wrathe, and (ayde, Certes, Sire, (fiiuf your grace) I 
love youre honour and yourepn>fite as I do min owtn, 
and ever have don, ye ne non other feyn never the 
contrary : and if I had fayde that ye ibulde han pur-> 
chafed the pees and the reconciliation 1 ne hadde not 
nuichel midake me nc fayde amis ; for the wife man 
f:iyth,The diffention beginnetli by another man, and- 
the reconciling beginncth by thyfclf : and the pro- 
phete fuith, Tlcc (hrewcdncffeanddo goodnefTe ; Ickc 
pees and folwe it, in as niuchel as in thee is. Yet fay 
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I not that ye fholn rather purfue to ycure adverfaries 
for pees than they (huln to you, for I know wel that 
ye ben fo hard-hertedthat ye wol do nothing for mc ; 
and Salomon fayth, He that hath over hard an hcrte 
atte lafte he ihal mifliappe and miflide. 

WhanMelibee had herd Dame Prudence make fem- 
blaunt of wrath he fayde in this wife : Dame, i pray you 
thatyebenotdifpleftdcfthingesthat ifay, forlknowe 
wel that I am angry and wroth, and that i.s no wonder, 
and they that ben wroth woten not wel what they 
don ne what they fayn ; thcrfore the prophete fayth, 
that troubled eyen han no cicre fighte. But fayth and 
confeilleth me as you liketh, for f am redy to do right 
asye wol deiire ; and if ye repreve me of my folie I am 
the more holden to loYe you and to preife you ; for 
Salomon faith, that he that repreveth him that doth 
folie he (hal find greter grace than he that deceiveth 
him by fwete wordes. 

Than fayde Dame Prudence, I make no femblaunt 
of wrath ne of anger but foryoure grete'profite; forSa- 
lomon faith, He is more wroth that repreveth or chi- 
deth a fool for his folie, (hewing htm femblaunt of 
wrath, than he that fupporteth him and preifcth him 
in his mifdoing, and laughcth at his folie ; and this 
fame Salomon faith afterward, that by the forweful 
vifage of a man, that is to fayn, by the fory and bevy 
countenance of a man, the fool corredeth and amen- 
deth himfelf . 



Thin fiid Mrlibcc, I IbjJiiiKGoaDenrwaei 
(o many &irc rdoai u fc patten tp me ud Btei 
tijih boitly joart willind yonncnaCal, ail 
al redj to pe rfo nnc jnJ fuMlk it. 

Thu Dune Pradencc dilonered ■llUie will 
him, ind bide, 1 aaiSdlk joa, fud fte, tkon 
thin^ tbu ye mike pea iKlweae God and yon 
be recoiicilnl unto him kod to bit gncc, Jot m I 
fcydc 70> )icn:beftirrn,God hath IvScred yoB 10 
tliitnribaUuiniuid difde fciryiiiueiaiMi: mm| 
dou I bfjon Gsd wal IcdJc jduk Mlrctlime 
inroa, ladraakehenialleit ynaicreEtitedf 
yoore win ud 7omcamouwi4cnKnti; biStk 
faytbiWliu tke conditna sf Dwi it pkftiuN H 
LingnnlaOodhccluungeththebcMoeflbenu 
.n.lverfuica, (nd c«Dfireineth hem to befethen h 
licciand otfnct. And i pnyyon let niefpcke 
your advcrfariei in prevee place, for they Siuli 
knowathatilbeofyoare will or yovre alien I ,aiul 
ivhan I knowe hir will and hir entente I siay nm 
yoH the more feurely. 

Dame, qnod Melibnn<, doth yonre will and ] 
liking-. &r I pane ine wholly in yoare diTpofitiin 



hire felf, thinking how Oxc might bring; tbii nedi 

Mgoode endcj and whin Ihe fey hire time She 
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ibr thife adyerfaries to come unto hire in to a privee 
place^ and (hewed wifely unto hem the grete goodct 
that comen of pees, and the grete harmes and perib 
that ben in werre ; and fatde to hem in a goodly ma^ 
nere how that hem ooghte have gret repentannce of 
the injurie» and wronges that they hadden don to Me- 
libeus hire lord, and onto hire and to hire doughter. 

And whan they herden the goodly wordes of Dame 
Prudence they weren fo furprifed and raviibed, and 
hadden fo gret joye of hire, that wonder was to telle. 
A, l.ady ! quod they, ye have (hewed unto hs the blef- 
fing of fweteneffe, after the faying of David the pro- 
phcte ; for the reconcilinir which we be not worthy ta 
have in no manere, but we oughten rcqueren it with 
grete contrition and hunulitee, ye ofyoaregretegood- 
nefle have prefented unto us. Now fee we wcl that 
the fcience and conning of Salomon is ful trewe ; for 
he faith, that fwete wordes multiplieif and encrefeiY 
f rendes, and maken fhre wes to be debonaire and make. 

Ccrtc<», quod they, we putten oune dcde and all oure 
matcre and caiife al holly in youre good will, and bei> 
redy to obeyc unto the fpcche and commaundement 
of my l^ord Melibeus; and thcrfore.dere andbenigne 
I^ady ! wcprayeyou and befeche you, as mekely as wc 
connc ^i)d moun, that it like unto youre grete good- 
nefle to fulfille in dede youre goodly wordes; for wc 
eonfidwen andknowelechenthatwe han offended and 
grevcd my Lord Melibeus ont of mefi»re» fo icv fottb 



rcbcbdti 



i<li TsiTALmo; 

I h At vrcliea not otpDwer to miken hi 

ilnribre we oblige and binde ni 

t ci [!•> tU hit will and hit CO 

avcTitureheluthrwkbcbeviiicIte uidfwi^w 

tuusWudibecMiIcorournficiiceitliitbewiilciq 

rn ui Twiche ■ peine u we moun not bcK ne bBl 

^rnl dKifore, aobk Ladie! wc bcfccbeto jo«n 

m:i>il)rpitue to take fwi che ivife mcnt In thk ncdi 

^D^ ae ourc frcndca ben not diiheriMd and dcSi 

ilnirKhoarcfDlie. 

CertM,(]iuod PnidcDce, it u wi hard tbing and 
jirrilow* that a man putle him all ODtrelj in the 
ir.iiioDandjuKetncntaiid in the might and poi 
Iii>ctiemie{fiirS>lnminifayiii, l^Tcthmeaitdyi 
credence to that that I Ihall faj t To thy foner ti 
■nil, to thy frtud, ne to thy brothra, ueyeiciha 
vcr might nemaillrieOTcrtliy body while thou 1 
Knw, Tith he defendcth that a mail (hulde not yt 
hi^ brother nc tn hh freed the niicht of hii bod 
a flitnjtft rtloji he detendeth and fcrbedtth a m 
ycve himfelf in hi* entiny. Aad nathclo I con 
^ ;:. tliai yc mittiufle not my lonl, for [ wot we 
1 - ' \v veraily ttiitt he it debonairc and nieke, 1 
^< r:i^, atid nothing drCrnuinecovciloui of go 
r.Li.cITe, fni iher is nnthing in ihii world that h 
in lib fave only worlhip« and honour. Forthcrt 
1 knowwel and amjight fare that he Ihalliuthii 
in ihia nede witliouten my cotifeil, and 1 Ihal To 
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lien in this cas that by the grace of oure Lord God ye 
^Niln be recoDcikd onto us. 

Thanfaiden they with o vols, Worihipful Lady! we 
putten OS and oare goodes al fully in youre will and 
difpofitHNi, and ben redy to come what day that it like 
UQto youre noblefle to limice us or affigpie us for to 
make oure obligation and bond as ftrong as it liketh 
unto youre goodneffe, that we moan fulfille the will 
of you and of my Lord Melibee. 

Whan Dame Prudence had herd the anfwerof thife 
meti (he bad hem go agein prively, and ihe retourn- 
ed to hire Lord Melibee^ and told him how (he fond 
kis adverfar ies.ful repentaunt,kr^wlcchiog ful lowly 
hir finoes. and trefpas, and how they weren redy to 
fofirea alt peine, requering and preying him of mer- 
cy and pitce. 

Than faide Meltbec» He is wel worthyto have par- 
don and foryeveneile of his (inne that excofcth not his 
finne, but knowlecheth and rcpenteth him, axing in* 
dulgence; for Senek faith, Thcr is the rcmiffion and 
foryereneflc wher as the confeifion is, for confeflion 
is neighebour to innocence : and therefore I aflente 
and conferme me to have pees ; hue it is good that we 
do nought withouten the aflent and will of onre fren- 
des. 

Than was Prudence right glad and joyeful, and 
faide, Ccrtes, Sire, ye han wel and goodly anfwcred ; 
for right as by the confeil, affent, and helpe, of your 

roiume ir. R 



frendei f cliin be Hired to TCDge yno and B 
righi Tu wlihouun hir conTeil filul ye DM) 
DC have pees with joure >dverririe9: fia 
failh, The! is nochiog fo good b^ May of 
thing to be unbDunJe by him ilint it wu ] 
AndlhanDainePradeQcc, nilhoutCD del 
ing, fcDt anoD hire me JTageiei for hit kin 
oldcfrend«whJchihat«eretreweui4wil 
hem by crdre in the prefmce of Melibce i 
tere as it i« >ba*e ciprelTed and decktred, i 
hem thai they wnid yevc hir avia and co 
were befl. lo do In lhi> nide. And ivhu 
freiiitc!' hadjen laLcD hir avi> and delibeti 
fureHiid mnicre, and hadden examined it1 
finrfTc and <^-i diligence, they yavenfulet 
have pc^anJ ledc, and ihatMelibee Oio. 
vich good hr.[tc hii adverjariea lo foryei 

And n Kan Dame Prudence had herd tt 
hirt Lord IMelibce, and the canfeil ofhia I 
cin-d widi hire will and liire enlenlion, flii 
der glad in hire herte, Mdfiyde.Theriai 
■vurbc, qiio-d Ric, fayih, thai the goodnefle 
Oiilfl do this day du it. and abide Dot ne d 
til to mnrwe; and iherfoEe I cunfcille iha 
yonre mtCigsrc!, fwithei^s ben dlfctet am 
to youre ad v trfsries, telling hem on yourc 1 
U tbtj wol trete of jiEct lud of Kcatd th*t ' 
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hem withouten delay or taryin^ to come unto us. 
Which thing parfourmed was indede. And whan thtfe 
trefpafours and i^penting folk of hir fojics, that is to 
fayn, the adverfaries of Melibce, hadden herd what 
thife meifageres fayden unto hem they weren right 
glade and joyeful, and anfwerden ful nickely and be- 
nigtit'ly, yelding graces and thankinges to hir Lord 
Melibee and to all his compagnie, and (hopen hem 
withouten delay to go with the mcffageres, and obeye 
to the cnmmaundement of hir Lord Melibce. 

And right anon they token hir way to the court of 
Melibee, and token with hem fom of hir trewe frendes 
to make feith for hem andfortobenhirborwes. And 
whan they were comen to the prefence of Melibee he 
faide hem thife wordcs: It flantthus, quod Melibee, 
and foth it is diat ye caufeles and withouten ikill^nd 
refon han don grete injuries and wronges to me and 
to my wif Prudence, and to my doughter alfo, for ye 
han entred into myn hous by violence, and have don 
fwiche outrage that alle men knowen wel that ye han 
deferved the dcth ; and therfore wol I know and wete 
of you whether ye wol putte the puniJhing and cha- 
iliflng, and the vengeaunce, of this outrage in the will 
of me and of my wif or ye wol not. 

Than the wifeft of hem three anfwered for hem 
alle, and faide ; Sire, quod he, we knowen wel that we 
ben unworthy to come to the court of fo gret a lord 
and fo worthy at ye ben, fur we han fo grctly mi* 




fUksD m, aodhin offended and igilte ia 
■j^eia your high lordfliipe, thit trewet] 
ftrved the deth; bat yttferthe fraeji 
debcMuirctee that all the world witBcfii 
perTotie wefubnrineoiuietheeicelkai 
nitee of youre ^[ruiouB lotdSupe, and fai 
beye coiileyoarecomatidemcati, befccb 
of yoiire oiercimble part ye wa] coufidei 
repeotince ud lowe fubmiiEoD, and g^r 
yevencSe of onre outragiuut ireTpai and 
wd we knowen ihat yourc liberal grac 
ftietchcn hero (brther into goodneffe t) 
OutrsgiDDj gjlto nod tcerpii into wicke 
it that ciirfedly and djtnf nably we ban 
yDUrehighelordnii)>e. 

Than Melibec lolie hem up fni the gi 
nipicly. ind received hit obliEations ar 
by hit othes upon hit pleggcsand borwei 

ceive tad accept fcntence and jug;eiiicnt i 
wolde commaDdi [o be doD od hem by 
forefiid; whidi thinga urdeined every i 
Cdtohiahout. 

And whati that Dame Prudence Cjiv 

fnincd, andated hire Lord Melibeewh 

hetbonghte lo taJien of hi< idveriarii^t f 

Towhich Melibee aatwcrdand Taidc ; 

be, 1 tbiokc and purpoie me fully to dm 
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all that ever they han, and for to puttc hem in exile 
for ever. 

Certes, qnod Dame Prudence, this were a cruel fen- 
tence,andmuchelageinrefon,foryebenricheynoug^h, 
and hannonedeof othermcnnes good; and yc might 
lightly in this wife gete you acovcitous name, iwhich 
is a vicious thiog, and onghte to be efchewed of every 
good man, for after the fawe of the apoflle coveitifc 
28 rote of alle harmes; and therfore it were better for 
you to lefe muchel good of your owen than for to take 
of hir good in this manere ; for better it is to lefe good 
with worfhip than to winne good with vilanie and 
fhame : and every man oughte to do his diligence and 
his befinelTe to gete him a good name ; and yet fhal 
he notoniybefiehim inkepinghis good name, but he 
ihalalfoenforcenhimalway todofomthinghy which 
he may renovelle his good name ; for it is written 
that the olde good los or good name of a man is fone 
gon and pafTed whan it is not ncwed. And as touch- 
ing that ye fayn, that ye wol exile your adverfaries, 
that thinketh mc muchel agein rcf'on and out of me- 
fure, confidered the power that they ban yevcn you 
upon hcmfelf; auJ it in written, that he is worthy to 
lefe hisprivilegCThatmifufctli the mijjhtandthe pow- 
er that is yevtn him. And I fette c?.s ye might enjoine 
hem that peine by right and by lawe, (which I trowe 
ye mowe not do; I fay ye niight not puttc it to exe- 
cution pcravcnturc, and tlun it were like to retourne 

R ili 
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to the werre as it was lyefom : and tfaerflbre if yoa>»ol 
that men do you obeifaonce ye miiil'deme more aii> 
teilly, cbat ia to ikyn, ye itinft yewe man cfie lieateii- 
ces and jugemeots ; for ti is wiittai, lie diat moft 
curteiflycommtndeth to him meD moftdbeyco. Avd 
therfore I pimy you that in this necdfitee aad in this 
nede ye cafle yon to of ercome youre hccte ; for Sfr* 
nek fayth» that he that ortroiMnctb hia herte aicr* 
comcth twiet ; and Tnllias jfeitii, Thcr ia BOtfakiK fe I 
commendable in a gret lord aa wluui he ia dcbosain 
and meke» and appefcth him lightly. AmA 1 pray yM 
that ye woi now forhere to do vengcaoDce m 
a manere that your goodnaoae may bo kept mad 
ferved, and that men mown have canfe andmatereto 
preife you of pitee and of mercy, and that ye have bo 
caufe to repente you of thing that ye doo ; for Scndie 
faieth. He overcometh in an evil manere that reptS" 
teth of his vi^lorie. Wherfore 1 pmy you letmercy be 
iu youte hcrte, to theciSctft and entente that God Al- 
mighty have mercy upon you in his laft jogemeai; 
for Scint James faith in his epiiUe, Jogement with- 
oute mercy (hal be do to him that hath no mercy o( 
another wight. 

Whan iVielibcc had herd the grete ikilles and re- 
foiis of Dame Prudence, and hire wife infbimatioos 
and techin^csy his herte f^an endine to the will of his 
wif, confiJerto^: hirf trcwe entente, eofiMrced him a^ 
uon^ and ^ficuad fully to wcrken after hire confeils 
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laoked God, of whom procedeth all^oodneiTe 
l>remic, that him fent a tvif of fo gret difcre- 
And whan the day came that his adverfarics 
appere in his prcfence he fpake to hem ful 
f, and faide in this wife : Al be it fo that of j oure 
ind high prefumptioa and folie, and of youre 
ence and unconbing,ye have maBx>nie yon and 
fed onto me, yet for as muchel as I fee and he^ 
oure grete humilitee,and that ye ben Tory and 
:ant of youre giltes, it conflreineth me todo yon 
and mercy; whcrfore 1 receive yoo into tny 
and. foryeve you outrdy alle the ofiences, in« 
and wronged, that ye have don ageio me and 
to this cSt€t and to this ende, that God of his 
s mcrcie wol at the time <^oure dying foryeve 
e gilces that we ham trefpafed to him in this 
led world ; for douteles if we be fory and re- 
it of the finnes and giltes which vire han trcfpa- 
the fight of oure I^ord God, he is fo free and 
ciable that he wol foryeven us onre giltes, and 
n us Co the bliife that never hath eiide. Amtit, 



oco Tvi.aioMK» rftoi.o<nnr; 

THE MQNKES PROLOGUE. 

WTh A H ended wu theTak of Meltbee Ijf 9| 

And of Pradence and hire benigDitco 

Our HoAe laide. At I am fidthfol man, 

Andhy the fn/domtwrftuMadriam^ • 

1 hadde lever than a bareil of ale 

That goodelefie my wif had herdetbis Tale, 139QO 

For flie n'ii no thing of fwicfae pariende 

As was this Melibeoi wtf Prudence. 

By Ooddes bonet whan t bete my knaves 
She bringeth me the grete dobbed flaTes, 
And cryeth, Slee the dogges everich on, '39^5 

And breke hem bothe bak and every bon. 

And if that any oeigheboor of mine 
Wol not in chirche to my wif eocline. 
Or be fo hardy to hire to treipace. 
Whan ihe cometh home (he rampeth in my faM, 
And cryeth, Falfe coward hwreke thy wif : 1 3 9H 
Cy corfiuj DomtM I wol have thy knif. 
And thou ihalt have my diilaf and go fpinne. 
Fig day til night right thus fhe wol beginne. 

Alas ! fhe faith, that ever I was yihape 13915 

To wed a milkfop or a coward ape, 
Tliat wol ben overladde with every wight: 
Thou darfl not ftondcn by thy wives right. 

t-. I ^SpS. corpus Madr'tjii} The rclick»ofSt.Matcmu«,G1o(r. 
t '// . But I caa find ao fuch faint in the common Icgeodanei. 
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This is my lif but if that I wol %ht. 
And out at.dore anon I mote me dight, J$^i9 

Or dies I am lofl, but if that I 
1^ like a wilde leon fool-hardy. 

I wote wt\ ftie wo} do me flee fom day 
Som neighebotir, aad thaDfie go my way. 
Fori am perilous wichknif in hoode '39^5 

A\ be it that I dare not hire withfto&de. 
For ike is bigge in armes by my faith. 
That flidl he finde that hire mifdoth or (attk. 
But let us paffe away (to tki« matere. 

My Lord the Monk, quod he, ke mery of chere. 
For yefhultellea Taletrewely. 1393' 

Lxi ! Rouchcfler lUndeth here laAe by ; 
Ride forth, min owen Lord, breke noti>ttr|^me. 
But by my troatke I can not telle yoare name ; 
Whether (hal I call you my Lord Dan John, 1 39S5 
Or Daa Thomas, or elles l>ao Aibon ? 
Of what hous be ye by yooc fader ki« f 
I vow to God thou hafl: a ful faire fkin. 
It is a geotil paflare ther thon gaSt, ; 
Thou art not like a penaunt or la goll. 1394® 

Upon my faith thou art fom officer, 
Som worthy fextein, or fom cderer. 
For by my fadres foule, as to my dome. 
Thou art a maifber whan thou art at heme ; 
No poure cloiftcter, ne non novice, *3945 

But a governour bothe ware and wife« 



W>% TBBX0irCBS.FK1IL0OV& 

And chenvithalof bnttncs and of bones 

A right wel &ripg pexfone for the nonet. 

I praj to Ood yeve hirii confiifion 

That firil thee brought into religion. '3950 

I'hou woldeil ban ben a trede-fdol a right 

Haddeft thou an grete lere at thou haft mig^t 

To parfoarme all thy luft : in engendrure 

Thou haddeft begeten many a creature. 

Alas ! why wereft thou lb wide a cc^ ? ^395S 

God yefc me forwe bbt and I were pope 

Not only thou but every mighty man, 

I'hough he were fliorc ful hi^h upon his pan, 

Shuld have a wif, fur al this world is lorn. 

Religion hath take up all the corn 13960 

Of treding, and we borel men ben flirimpes ; 

Of feble trees ther comen wretched impea. 

This maketh that our heires ben fo fclendre 

And feble that they moun not wel engendre ; 

This maketh that our wives wol aflaye 139^5 

Religious folk, for they moun better paye 

Of Venus payements than mowen we; 

God wote no Lusiheburghes payen ye. 

■^. 1 3948. A right xuel faring} I have no better authority for 
file infertion of right than ed. Urr. 

•^. 1 35H58. Lu^/teburgtis^ Bafe coins, probably firft Imported, 
as Skinner think», frum Luxembourg. They are mentioned in 
the (lat. 25 E. HI. c. z.i ** La monoie appellc LtJtcynbourg^'* and 
iti P. P. fol. 82, b. J 

At in Lt0tbttrgk i> a luther aUy, yet luketh like flcrUAs> 



THB itfONKESPROLOGUB. %C$ 

Butte not wroth, my Lord, though that I plfy; 
Ful oft in game a fothc have I herd fay. 1 39 7© 

This worthy Monke toke all in patieocCy 
And faide, I wol don ail my diligence, 
As fer as founeth into honcftee, 
To tellen you a Tale, or two or three ; 
And if you lift to herkcn hiderward X39 75 

I wol you fayn the lif of Seint Edward, 
Or elles tragedies firft I wol telle, 
Of which I have an hundred in my cellc, 

Tragedie is to fayn a certain ftorie, 
As olde bookes maken us memorie, I39S0 

Of him that ftood in grct profperitce, 
And is yfailen out of high degree 
In to miferie, and endeth wretchedly; 
And they ben verfified communiy 
Of fix feet, which men clepen Exametron : 13985 
In profe eke ben endited many on. 
And eke in metre in many a fondry wife, 
Lo this declaring ought ynough fuffice. 

Now herkcneth if you liketh for to here. 
But firfl I you befeche in this matere, ^3990 

Though I by ordrc telle not thife thinges. 
Be it of popes, emperoures, or kinges, 
After hir ages, as men written finde^ 
But telle hem fom before and fom behinde, 
As it now cometh to my remembrance, '3995 

Have me cxcufcd of min ignorance. 



To bring hem out oihir xdvcrfitM] 
For ccrlJin whan that Fotiubc lift to Bk 
Th.er may no mm of hire the coure withl 
l.cf no man truflon blindeprorperitee; 
iJEth ware by thife euCampte* trewc and c 

r.-i/,r. 

At Liicifcr, tliough he ui angel wert 
And Dot a man. athicn I vralbeglnDe; 
For thofigh FortuQe may nott an^^ dere, 
from hi ^h degree yet fell he forhisGnDe 
Uiiun mtohelle.wherashe yet iniDne. 
O l.ueifcr ! brighceft of anfrih alle. 
Now art thou Sathanas, ihat maid DM ti 
Outof mifcriein which that thou art Uli 

I.O ! Mmra in the [eld of Damareeae 
With Cnddeaowen finger wroufrht Haoh 



And welte all Paradl,^ favlp^r o tree. 
Had never worUiy man fo high degree 
A 8 Adam, til he for mifg>overnance 
Was driven vnt of his profperitee 
To labour, and to helle, and to mefchance. 14c lo 

Stunpfon, 
Loi! Sanpfbn, which that was annunciat 
By the angel long or bis nacivitee, 
And waft to God Almighty confecrat. 
And (lode in noblefle while he mightc fee : 
V^as ocvcr fwichc another as was he, 1 4025 

To fpeke of ftrcngth and therto hardinefie ; 
But to his wives tolde he his fecrec, 
Thurgh which be flow himfelf for wretchednelTe. 

Sampfon, this noble and mighty champion, 
Withouten wepen fave his handes twey I4030 

He flow and all to-rente the leon, 
Toward. hJ9 wedding walking by the wey. 
His falfe wif couUe hira fo plefe and pray 
Til flie hi!^confeil knewe, and flic untrcwc 
Unto his foos his confetl gan bewray, 14^35 

And him forfoke, and toke another newe. 

Three hundred foxes toke Sampfoa for ire. 
And all hir tayles he togeder bond, 
And fet the foxes tayicb all on fire, 

•^. I40ii. Sampfon] Hi?= tragedy is alfo in Boccacf, b. i. c.ip, 
but our Author feems rather to have followed the original, 
yudges xiv, XV, xvi. 



I 
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For he in every tiyl had knit a hrond,^ I40 

And thi'y breat all the comet in that kad, 
Aod all hir oliveres and Yinci dee. 
A thoufand men he flow eke with hiibond, 
Aod had no wepen but an aflea cheke. 

Whan they were flain fo tharfied him that he 
Was wel nie lome, for which he gan to pivye J4C 
That God wold on his peine han ibm pttee. 
And fend him drinke, or ellea mofte he deye ; 
And of this aCTet cheke that waf fo drcye 
Out of a wang toth fprang anon a welle, I4< 
Of which he drank ynough, (hortly to fc3re. 
Thus h?.lp him God, VLsJi/eficutH can telle. 

13y vcray force at Gafa on a night, 
Maugrc the Philiftins of that citce. 
The gatcfi of the toun he hath up plight, l^ 

And on his bak ycaried hem hath he 
High on an hill, wher as men might hem fe. 
O noble mighty Sampfon, Icfe and dcrc ! 
Haddcft thou not told to women thy fecree 
In all this world nc had thcr ben thy pcre. 14C 

This Sampfon never fider drank nc wine, 
Ne on his hcd came rafour non ne flicrc, 
Ih' prcct pt of the mcflugcr divine, 
F(T all his llrcngthes in his heres were: 
And fully twenty winter yeie by ycrc I4< 

lie- hacidc of Ifracl the governance; 
I'ut fonc fliil he wipen many a tcrc, 
i'vr women ihulu ivim bringen to mefchaiKC. 
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Unto his lemman Dalida he told 
That in his heres all his ilrengthe lay, 14c 70 

And fdlfely to his fomeR (he him fold ; 
And fleping in hire barme upon a day 
She made to clip or ihere his here away, 
And made his fomen al his craft efpicn ; 
And whan that they him fond in this array 140 75 
They bond him faft, and patten out his eyen. 

But or his here was clipped or yfliave 
Ther was no bond with which men might him bind, 
But now is he in prifon in a cave, 
Whcras they made him at the querne grinde. 14080 
O noble Sampfon, (Irongeft of mankind, 
O whilom juge in glory and richefTe ! 
Now mayeft thou wepen with thin eyen blind 
Sith thou fro wele art falle in wrctchednefTe. 

The ende of this caitif was as I (hal feye : 14085 
His fomen made a feilc upon a day, 
And made him as hir fool before hem pleye. 
And this was in a temple of gret array : 
But at the laft he made a foule affray, 
For he two piUers ihokeand made hem falle, I4090 
And doun fell temple and all, and thcr it lay. 
And flow himfelf, and eke his fomen alle. 

This is to fayn, the princes evcrich on. 

And eke three thoufand'bodics, were ther flain 

With falling of the gret temple of (Ion. 14095 

^. 14080. tbg querne^ The mill j kucrna^ mola^ Iflaad, 

Sij 



Of Herculea the fa««rviie < 
Singcn hi^ werkc'L l-iudc, anil hi^h ri:iH'>ui 
For in his tinie of itTcngth he was ihe ilu 
He How anJ r^i ihc Ikiiine of ttie icon ; 
He of Ccui>UFC^ laid the biill aAaaa ; 
?ie Hiirpicb fiow, th^ cruel hriddn felle ; 
He golden spples rail t'tu the drafron ; 
He ilrov. out Cwberui^ ilie hound of hell 

He flow I he eruel liraot Bufirus, 
.And msdeiiit hott to fret him flefli imI I 
HcCoiv the firy ferpcr.t vcnemoui; 
or Achcious two hurnei brake he on ; 
And he flow Cacus id a cave of jtoa ; 
He flow the gcaunt Antem the ftrong- ; 
He flow the grifely bore, aad that anon ] 
And bare the hevene on his nukke Im;. 
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icver wight fith that the world began 
vfSo many monflres as did he ; 
}Ut the wide world his name ran, 
r his ftrength and for his high bountee ; 
ry reaume went he for to fee . 1 4 1 % I 

To {Irong that no man might him let ; 
: the worldes endes, faith Trophce, 
sf boundes he a piller fet. 
man had this noble champion I4 1 25 

;hte Deianire, as frefh as May ; 
thife clerkes maken mention, 
him fent a fhertc frelh and gay : 
is ihertc, alas and wala wa ! 
led was fotiliy witballe, I4 130 

that he had wered it half a day 
hiis flefli all'from his bones falle. 
ithcles fom clerkes hire excufen 
at highte NeHus, that it maked : 
ly be I wol hire not accufen ; I4I35 

ii> bak this iherte he wered al naked, 
his flclh was for the venim blaked; 
in he faw non other remedie 
olcs he hath himfelven raked, 
I no venime deigned him to die. 14 140 

'.'^./jltbTrophec'} As all the bcft mff. airree in this 

luve letained it, tIioup;h I cannot tell whac author 

to. The margin of C. i has this note ; " Ille v^tcB 

orum Trojbiiis.*^ — The cditt. read— /or Ti otba. — 

Siij 



I 









'"'>«?-L^' "«• 



The «»'R>«=T«**'trdS«^f' 

.rhathadde*eK^ng^^^^^..,edbe. 

:,.t.e,effettoftbet^V fee. 

tn-W-^«'£^o£*eW«odre^ 

^°' „ CaUce cletk ne"" f„„ned. 

That «'«« . ut w»^« * ",. 
ThU pro"*' """^ . fe«n to biede, 
S-..ty cuWt" long and ^^.^ «-i«^';»"*^*:u» 






THt MONKES TALE* %lt 

To which image bothe yong^e and old 
Commanded he to loute and have in drede, 
Or in a fourneis fal of flames rede 
He ihuld be breat that woMe not obeye ; 1 4 1 70 
But never wold aflenten to that dede 
Danid, ne his yonge felawes tweye. 
.' This king of hinges proud was and eiat ; 
He wend that God that fit in majeftee 
Ke might him nat bereve of his edat : '41 75 

But fodenly he lofl his dignitee, 
And like a beft him femed for to be, 
And ete hey as an cxe, and lay therout : 
In rain with wikle beftes walked he 
Til certain time was ycome about. 14 1 8o 

And like an egles fethers wex his hcres. 
His neyles like a briddes clawes were, 
Til God relefed him at certain yeres. 
And yaf him wit, and than with many a tere 
He thanked God, and ever his lif in fere lA^BS 

Was he to don amis, or more trefpace : 
And til that time he laid wa^^ on his here 
He knew that God was ful of might and grace. 

Baiibafar, 

His Tone, which that hi^htc Ralthafar, 
That held the regne after his fadres day, 1 4 1 90 

He by his fader coude not beware. 
For proude he was of herte and of array. 
And eke an ynolafter was he ay. 
His high eflat allured him in pride ; 
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But Fortufie call him doan (and ther he lay) 14 195 
Aod fodcoly his regne gan dcvide. 

A fiefte he made unto his Jordes aHe 
Upoo a time, and made hem blidic be. 
And than his officeies gan he calles 
Goth bring! th forthe the vcflels, quod he, X4100 
Which that my £ider in his pnfperitec 
Out of the temple of JerofaJem beraft. 
And to our highe goddes thanke we 
Cf honour, that oor eldrcs with m laft. 

His wif, his lordes, and his concnbinesy 14305 
Ay dronken, while hir appetites laft. 
Out of thifc ooble YcfTcls fondry wines. 
And on a wall this king his cycn caft. 
And faw an hand armies that wrote ful fail. 
For fere of whiche he quokc and fiked fore : 14110 
llu^> hand, that Balthaiar fo fore agail, 
Wrote Alatte tecbcl Pbares^ and no more. 

In al that lond magicien was non 
That coud expounen what this lettrc meot. 
But Daniel expouncd it anon, I4215 

And faid, O King I God to thy fader lent 
Glorie and honour, regnc, trefour, and rent. 
And he Wiis proud and nothing God ne dradde. 
And thcrforc God pret wrechc upon him fcnt, 
And him bcraft the rcgne that he hadde. 14220 

He was out cad of mannes compagnie, 
With alTcs was HIh habitation, 
Ai;d etc hf y :is a bed iu wcte and diic, 
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Til that he knew by grace and by refon 

That God of he ven hath dominatkm 1 4225 

Over every regne aod every creature. 

And than had God of him compaflfion, 

And him reilrorcd his regne and his igore. 

Eke thou that art hisfone art proud alfo, 
And knoweft all thile thinges veraiJy, 14230 

And art rebel to God and art his fo : 
Thou draake eke of his vefTels boldely. 
Thy wif eke and thy vreoches finfully 
Dranke of the fame veiTcils fandry wines, 
And heried falfc goddes carfedly, ^4*35 

Therforc to thee yfliapen fill gret pine is. 

This hand was font fro God that on the v^all 
Wrote Mane ttcbelPbares^ trufteth me. 
Thy regne is don ; thou weycft nought at all : 
Divided is thy regne, and it flial be 14240 

To Mcdes and to Pcrfes yevcn, quod he. 
And thiike fame night this idng was flawe, 
And Darius "occupied ht« degree. 
Though he thertD had neither right ae Uwe. 

Lordingcs, enfamifie hereby moan ye take 14245 
How that in lordihip is no fikemefiie. 
For whan that Fortune wo! a man forfake 
She bcrcth away his regne and hi» richeiTe, 
And eke his frcndes, hothe more and leffe ; 
For what man that luth frendes thurgh fortune 
Mifhap vrul make hem cacmits I geile. 1 425 1 

This proverbe is ful foth, and ful commune. 



I 



Ne ill linajcene in other gcntiUcflc. 
or kiagti blood of Perfe i< Ihe defccnded ; 
1 r^y not that Ihc 1iad(]e moll faircnulTe, 
But of hire fliape Die might not ben amcadci 

From W,ie childhodc 1 findr that (he fledd 
Office of WDinMi.aDd to wode (he went. 
And many a wilde hanes blond (he Ihedde 
With arwcs brode that (he to hem Cent ; 
She Vii So fwift chat (he anon hem hent : 
And whan that Ihe wae elder (he wold UUe 
LeoDS, lepardi, and berei al to-rent. 
And in hire armea weld hem at hire willc 

She dorft the wilde beHea dcnnes Teke, 
And renncD in the mouiitai)-nea all the nigh 
And llepe under the bu(h ; and Ihe coude eki 
Wtafilcn by veray force and »eray might 
With anv vonir man. were he never fo wish 
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She kept hire maidenhodc from every wight ; 14^75 
7 o no man deigned hire for to be bonde. 

But at the lad hire frendes han hire maried 
To Odenat, a prince of that contree, 
Al were it fo that ihe hem longe taried. 
And ye fhul underflonden how that he Z4280 

Hadde fwiche fantafies as hadde ihef 
But natheles whan they were knit in fere 
They lived in joye and in felicitee, 
For eche of hem had other lefe and dere ; 

Save o thing, that ihe n'olde never aiTente X42S5 
By no way that he {hulde by hire lie 
But ones, for it was hire plains entente 
To have a childe the world to multiplie; 
And al To fone as that (he might efpie 
That {he was not with childe with that dede, 14290 
Than wold fhe fuJOfer him don his fantafie 
Eftfune, and not but ones out of drede. 

And if ihe were with child at thilke cail 

No more ihuld he playen thilke game 

Till fully fourty dayes weren pafl, 14^95 

Than wold ihe ones fu£fre him do the fame. 

Al were this Odenate wild or tame 

He gate no more of hire, for thus ihe fayde, 

■^. 1 4x95. Till fully fourty dayes} There is a confufion in this 
paflage which might have been avoided if our Author hart re- 
curred to Trebclliiis Pollio, Trig. Tyrann. c. xxix. de Zeiio'>ia ; 
** Quum feme! concuhuiflet, expedtatis menitruis, continebat 
*' fe U pracgnans elFct ; fin minus, itcrum poteftatem quaerea« 
** dis liberie dabat." 
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Id ethereal if tkaCDKiiwiib hem phy^ 14JM 

TwotiMCftby thia OdcMte kadiie, 
The which (he kept ia vertne mdfeltrarab 
Buc now onto our Tak tsrae w»tk 
I Ci^ ii worfhipf*! acreaturc^ 
And wife therwitk, and lai^ uMi ■wfar c, 14305 
So penihle ia the werce, and cofteii cfce, 
Ne more Uhonr mighc in wervc cates* 
Was non, thottgh aH thia werld awa ft«Mf ■ fcltf , 

Hire rkhe amy ne oiighto not be told, 
A(> wel in veflcU as in hire clothing; I43IO 

She was all clad in pierrie and in gold ; 
A nd eke ihe lefce not for noa honcing 
To have of fondry tonges ful knowings 
Whan that (he leifer had, and for to entend 
To lernen bookes was all hire liking, 1 4315 

How ihe in vertue might hire lif difpead. 

And fhartly of this llorie for to trete. 
So doughty was hire hu(boBd and eke (he 
That they conquered many regues grete 
In the orient, with many a fairecitcc X43IO 

Appertenaunt unto the majedce 
Of Rome, and with ftrong hand held hem ful hSt, 
Ne never might hir fomen don hem flee 
Ay while that Odenates dayes laft. 

Hire batailles, who fo lift hem for to rede, 143^5 
Again e Sapor the king, and other mo, 
I 
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And how that all this procefle fell in dede. 

Why (he conquered, and what title therto. 

And after of hire mifchefe and hire wo, 

How that (he was befeged and ytake, ^433^ 

Let him unto my maifter Petrark go, 

That writeth ynou^rh of thi« I undertake. 

Whan Odenate wasded (he mightily 
The regnesheld, and with hire propre hond 
Agains hir foos (he fought fo cruelly 14335 

That ther n'as king ne prince in all that lood 
That he n'as glad if he that grace fond 
That fhe ne wolde upon his lend wcrreyc ; 
With hire they maden alliaunce by bond 
To ben in pees and let hire ride and pleye. 14340 

The Emperourof Rome Claudiutf, 
Ne him befom the Romain Galien, 
Ne dorfte never be fo corageous, 
Ne non Ermin ne non Egiptien, 
Ne Surrien nt non Arabitn, '4345 

Within the feld ne dorfte with hire fight, 
Left that (he wold hem with hire hondes ileo. 
Or with hire meiiiie putten hem to flight. 

In kinges habite wente hire Tones two 
As heires of hir fadres rcgnes alle, '435^ 

And Heremanno and Timolao 
Hir names were, as Perfiens hem callc. 
But ay Fortune hath in hire hony galle : 
This mighty qucne may no while endure; 

Volume ir, T 
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Porta nc oat of hire regne nuKie hiite falle K43J J 
To wretchedoefle and to mifaveiiture. 

Aurelian, wban that the g omauice 
Of Rome came int9 his hondea twc jr. 
He (hope upon this qaene to do vcagcanoe» 
And with hu legioos he toke bu way lASfo 

Toward Zenohie ; and, fliortly for to iky. 
He made faine flee, and atte laft hire heat. 
And fettred hire send eke hire children tway» 
And wtin the lond, and home to Rome he weaC 

AmoDges other thinges that he wan 143^5 

Hire char» that was with gold wrought and pierrie. 
This grete Romain, this Aorelian, 
Hath with him lad for that men ihuld it fee. 
Beforen his triomphe walketh (he. 
With gilte chaints on hire necke honging, 14370 
Crouned flic was, as after hire degree, 
And fui of pierrie charged hire clothing. 

Alas, Fortune ! flie that whilom was 
Dredeful to kinges and to emperooresy 
Now gaureth all the peple on hire, alas ! 14375 

And flie that helmed was in flarkc ftoures. 
And wan by force tounes ftronge and toures, 
Shal on hire hed now were a vitremite. 
And flic that bare the fceptre ful of floures 
Shal here a diftaf, hire coft for to quite. 143^0 

ir. 14378. a 'vitremite'] This ^-ord m differently written ta 
the mff. t'Urymite, 'U'itenr.Uc^'U-intermitf, tritryte. The editt. 
TCAd ^uirmiKy >\hicl; Is equally unintelligible. 
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Nfro, 

Although that Nero w«re as viciooi 
As any fend thzit lith ful low adoun, 
Yet he, as telleth os Suetonius, 
This wide world had in fubje<5liouB, 
Both efl and weft, fouth and feptentrioua. I43S5 
Of rubies, faphires, and of perJcs white, 
Were all his clothes brouded up and doun, 
For he in gemmes gretly gan delite. 

More delicat, more pompous of array, 
More proude, was never emperour than he, • >4'390 
That iike clofh that he had wcred o day 
After that time he n*olde it never fee : 
Nettt s of gold thrcde had he grct plentee ■■'."' 
To fifh In riber whan hiw» lift to pby : 
His luftes were as law in his degree, 14^395^ 

For Fortune as his frend wold him obay. 

He Rome brcnte for his dtlicacie; 

The Senatours he flow upon a day 

To heren how that men wold wepc and me, 

And flow his brother, and by his fufter lay. t44CO 

His moder made he in pitous array, 

^. 14385. /<JMrtj and feptentrimtn] Tfic mlT. read ndrth ? fciit 
there can be notioubtof the propriety of tiiocorre<^on,HK.h>c}t 
was fidt trade, I believe, in ed. Urr. In the Rom. d: la R. from 
whence great part of this tragedy uf Nero is traiifiak«d, the 
paffage ftaads thus, ver. djoi.i 

Ce dencyal, i(je jc le dy, 

Et d'oricr.t cf de miuyf ■ - ' 

©•Occident, de ftptentritn. 

'/riat.ilUjiuif«iciojk 



Pm hr hire wombe let Oiuen, to behoU 
Wher he cnnctived wu, fo wita wa t 
Thiiht fo litcloFhiimodertold. 

No icrc out of hii cyen Ibr tbil Ggbt 
Ne canie. but fiy d ■ £)ire woniMi wu Ae. 
Cm woDder it bov that be toad or nugbi 
He domeTinaa of hire Aeit beaotee. 
Tht wine to bringeo him commaiided be, 
And diuike innD i Do otbcr wo he made. 
Whan mig-hc i) joined unto cruellcc, 
AJi»! to dcpe wol the venioie wade. 

In youlhr I mailter hid thin cnperonr 
To Itchert him lectrurc ind currdie : 
For oEmonilitec he wai ihc flour, 
Aiin hi^ trine, but iF bookcs lie ; 
And. while ihis tnaiftcr hud of him inaiftri 
He mated him fo canning and fo fouple 
That longe lime it was or tyrannie 
Or any vice dard id him uncouple. 

ThiiScneka, of which thai I devife, 
Becaure Nero hid o! him Itviche dfedc, 
t'crhefroviceiwoklhiniay chaftife 
Uiferetly, at by wo>d and not by dedet 
Sire, he wold lay, an emperour mote nede 
■». 14+08. rfow^rtLio] JiiilBti the wcmJ in Bnellil 
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ftOfl, and haten tyrannie ; 
:h he made him in a bathe to blede 
! his armes till he niufle die. 
J^ero had eke of a cuftumaunce 
a^^ei.'is hi« maiftcr for to rife, 1443O 

Ftcrwr.rd him thought a gret grevaunce, 
! he made him dicn in this wife, 
eles thi<> Sencka the wife 
a bathe to die in this manere 
han han another turmentife t 144 S5 

i hath Nero flain his maiiler dere. 
ell it fo that Fortune iift no lenger 
le pride of Nero to chcrice, 
gh that he were ftrong yet was (he ftrcngcr. 
ghte thu«; hyOod I am tonice 1444O 

man that h fulfilled of vice 
egree, and Emperour him calle: 
»ut of his fete 1 wol him trice ; 
: left wencth foneft ihal he fallc. 
;p!e rofc upon him on a night 
efaute, and whan he it efpied 
s dores anon he hath him dight 
id thcr he wend han b^-n allied 
ied fad, and ay the more he cried 
r flietten they hir dores jlle ; '4459 

h e wel h c h a d h i mfe If mifgied, 
t his way ; no lenger dor^l he calie. 

Tuj 
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The f>q)1c cried and rombled op and dour,- 
That with his eres herd he how they fiiyde, 
Wher IK this falfe tyrant, this Nerooo ? I445I 

For fere almoft out of hit wit he brayde, 
And to his g^oddes pitoufly he preide 
For focoor, but it mighte not betide: 
For drede of this him thooghte that he deide» 
And ran into a gardin him to hide. 144^ 

And in this gardin fond he cherlct tweye 
That faten by a fire gret and red. 
And to thlfe cherles two he gan to preye 
To flen him, and to girden of his bed. 
That to his body whan that he were ded 144^5 
Were no defpit ydon for his defame. 
Himfelf he flow, he coud no better rede, 
Of which Fortune lough and hadde a game. 

Holofernes, 

Was never capitaine tinder a king 
That rcgncs mo put in fuhiedioun, 14470 

Ne ftrengtT was in feid of alle thing 
As in his time, ne greter of renoun, 
Ke more pompous in hi^h prefnmptionn. 
Than Holoferric, which that Fortune ay kift 
So likcroufly, and lad him up and doan, 14475 

'ill that his hed was of or that he wifl. 

Not only that this world had him in awe 
Tor Icfing of richclTe and libertee, 
Hut he made cvcrv man reneie his lawe. 
6 
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}4al)uchodoQ(>ror was God, fayd he ; I448* 

Non other god ne fhulde honoured be. 

Agcins his hefle ther dare no wight trefpace 

Save in Bethulia, a flrong citce, 

Wher Eliachim a preeft was of that place. 

But take kepe of the deth of Holoferne : I44 85 
Amid his hoft he dronken lay a night 
Within his tente, large as is a bcrnej 
And yet for all his pompe and all hi? might 
Judith, a woman, as he lay upright 
Sleping, his had of fmofe, and fro his tentt 14490 
Ful prively flie ftale from every wight* 
And with his hed uiito hire toun Ihe wente* 

Antiocbus, 

What nedeth it of King Antiochus 
To tell his high and real majeftee. 
Hid gret pride, and his werkes venimons I 14495 
For fwiche another was ther noo as he : 
Redech what that he was in Machabe, 
And redeth the proud wordes that he feid, 
And why he fell from his piofperitee^ 
And in an hill how wretchedly he deid. 145c O 

•^. 144S4 ff'bcr Eluuh'tmy 1 cannot find anyprieftof thil 
name in the book ofyudirhi The High Prleft of Jcrufalcm h 
€a\W(1 ^ojcim in c, iv, wbidi name would futt the verfe better 
than RUacbim. • 

if. 144.93- Ant'iochns} This tragedy if a poetical paraphrafa 
Hf r«cond Maccabeest chap, ix^ 
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FoftDoe htm had enhsimfed !• ill pridt 
That Teraily he wend he might etuiu 
Unto the ficrrei upon evcty fide. 
And in a haUunce wcjen cche monDtaiiie, 
ADdallthefloodetofthefeereftrctiw: 145C3 

AndGoddes pqile had he moft in hate. 
Hem wold he flecn in tnrmeot and in peine» 
Wening that God Bc might hit pride abate. 

And for thai Kichaaor and Timothy 
With Jewel were venqniihed mightilf, . M5t« 
Unto the Jewes fwiche an hate had he 
That he bad greithe his char ful haflily. 
And fwore and fayde ful defpitoafly 
Unto Jerufalem he wold eftfone. 
To wreke his ire on it ful cruelly ; I45 15 

But of his purpos was he let ful fooe. 

God for his manace him fo fore fmote 
With invillble wound, ay incurable. 
That in his guttes carfe it fo and bote 
Thatte his peines wercn importable ; 145*0 

And certainly the wreche was refnnable, 
For many a mannes guttes did he peine; 
But from his purpos curfed and damnable. 
For all his fmerte, he n'olde him not reftreine ; 

But bade anon apparailen his hoft. 145^5 

And fodenly, or he was of it ware, 
Ood daunted all his pride md all his boft ; 
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For he fo fore fell out of his chare 

That it his linimes and his ikinne to-tare, 

So that he neither mighte go ne ride, I4i3^ 

But in a chaiere men about him bare, 

Alle forbrufed bothe bale and fide. 

The wreche of God him fmote fo cruelly 
That thurgh hif body wicked wormes crept, 
And ther withal he ilanke fo horribly ^4535 

That non of all his meinie that him kept, 
Whether fo that he woke or elles flept, 
Ne mightc not of him the (linke endure. 
In this mifchiefc he wailed and eke wept, 
And knew God lord of every creature. X4540 

To all ^18 hofl and to himfeif alfo 
Ful wlatfom was the dinke of his careine ; 
No man ne mighte him beren to ne fro ; 
And in this (linke and this horrible peine 
He flarf ful wretchedly in a mountaine. ^45 45 

Thus hath this robbour and this homicide. 
That many a man made to wepe and pleine, 
fiwiche guerdon as belongeth unto pride. 

Alexander, 

The ftorie of Alexandre is fo commune 
That every wight that hath difcretioun X45i* 

Hath herd fomwhat or all of his fortune. 
This wide world, as in conclufioun, 
He wan by ftrength, or for his high renoua 



tft< 
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They weren glad far pees mito Inm fcaSe, 
llie pride of maa and beft he layd adon. 
What fo he came, unto the worides ende. 

ComparifoD ought never yet be maked 
Betwix him and another conqneronr. 
For al thia world for drede of him hath qoalcc 
He was of fclllghthode and of fredome floor; 
Ffutue him maked the heir of hire honour. 
Save wine and women nothing might afiwag 
His high entente in armes and hbour. 
So was he ful of leonin corage. 

What pris were it to him though I yon toM 
Of Darius, and an hundred thoufand mo 
Of kingcs, princes, dukes, cries bold. 
Which he conquered, and brought hem into 
I fay as fer as man may ride or go 
The world was his ; what (huld I moredevifc 
For though I wrote or told you ever mo 
Of his knighthode it mighte not fuffice. 

Twclf yere he regned, as faith Machabe : 
Philippus fone of Macedoinc he was, 
That firft was king in Greece the contree. 
O worthy gentil Alexandre ! alas 
That ever fhuld thee fallen fwichc a cas ! 
Enpoifoned of thyn owen folke thou were; 
Thy fi!* Fortune hath turned into an as. 
And yet for thee nc wept (he never a tere. 

Who Ihal nic yeven teres to complaine 
The dcth of geniiVkfic Mi<l oC feiunchife, 
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That all this world welded in his demaine, 
And yet him thought it mighte not fuffice \ 
So ful was his corage of high emprife. Z4 J %$ 

Alas ! who (hal me helpen to enditc 
Falfe Fortune, and poifon to dcfpiie ? 
The whiche two of all this wo I wite. 

yylivt Cefar, 

By wifdome, manhode, and by gret labour, 
From humblehede to real majefbee I4i90 

Up rofe he Julius the conquerour, 
That wan ail the Occident by lend and fee 
By ftrengthe of bond or elles by tretee, 
And unto Rome made hem tributarie. 
And fith of Rome the Emperour was he 1 4595 
Til that Fortune wexe his adverO&rie. 

O mighty Ccfar ! that in ThefTalk 
Ageins Pompeius, father thin in lawe, 
Thar of the orient had all the chivalrie 
As fer as that the day beginneth dawe, 14 600 

Thou thurgh thy krighthode haft hem take andflawe, 
Save few folk that with Pompeius fiedde, 
Thurgh which thou put all the orient in awe, 
Thanke Fortune that fo wel thee fpedde. 

But now a litel while I wol bewaile I4605 

This Pompeius, this noble governour 
Of Rome, which that fled at tki? bataille. 
I fay on of his men, a falfe traitour. 
His bed of finote, to winneu him favour 
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Of Julius, and him the hed he brought : I4610 

Alas, Pompeic' of the orient conqueroiir, 
That Fortune unto fwichc a fin thee broaght. 

To Rome again rcpaireth Julius 
With his trlumphelaureat ful hie. 
But on a time Brutus and Caffius, 1461/ 

That ever had of his high eftat en vie, 
Ful prively had made confpii^cte 
Ageins this Julius in fotil wife. 
And call the place in which he ihulde die 
With bodekins, as I fhal you devife. I46l« 

This Julius to the Capitolie wente 
Upon a day, as he was wont to gon. 
And in the Capitolie anon him hente 
This falfc Brutu<5 and his other foon. 
And diked him with bodekins anon I4625 

With many a wound, and thus they let him lie: 
But never grout he at no flioke but on, 
Or elles at two, but if his iloric lie. 

So manly was this Julius of herte. 
And fo wcl loved eftatly honeiFee, I4630 

That though his dedly woundes fore fmcrtc 
His mantel over his hippes cafte he. 
For no man Ihulde fcen his privetee ; 
And as he lay of dying in a trance. 
And wifte veraily that ded was he, 14^35 

or honcftee yet had he remembrance. 

l.ucan, to thee this ftorie I reconimende, 
And to Sueton and Valerie alio, 



That of thi9 ftorie wrken word and code, 

How that to thife grec odD^tieronres two ^ I4640 

Fortune was firCl a (rend and €th a fb. 

Ko man ne truft upon hircfavour ioDg, 

But have hire to await £9r evermo, 

Wicocire on aU dbiie coD^eronrcs £trongm 

The nclie OeTiiB, whiJom King of Lide, 1 464 j 
Of whichi; CftSm% Cirus £m« him dradde, 
Tet was he caught amiddes all his prtdc, 
jfkifiA to be brent Hieo to the fire him ladde. 
But fwiche a rain doun from the wcllcea ihadde 
That flow the fire, and made to him eficape ; 14650 
But to beware no frace yet he hadde 
Til ForUMie on the galwes made him gape. 

Whan he escaped was he can not ftiat 
For to beginne a newe werre again : 

"^. 14639. worrf and ende"} "Dr. Hkkes, in his Or. A. S. p. 70, 
has propnfed to rexd ord and end, both here aTid in Tro. b. v. 
▼er. 166S, He has ihtwn vtry cleafiy that ord and end was a 
coimnon Saxoa cxpreHion for tlie whole of a thing, the be* 
flnnhi{; and end uf It : but all tlie mfl*. that I have examined 
read word^ and therefore I have left it in the text, ai« pofRblf 
the old Saxon phralc in Chaucer's tiiae lajeht b«vc been cor- 
rupted. 

%■. 14(14;. Creflis"} Inthe opening of this ftorf our Author has 
plainly copied the t'ollowine pafaRe of his own vedlon of Boe- 
thhis, b. il. pro. z. ; *• Wifte thou not how Cre/us King of Ly- 
**dSens,or«Aiiehe fdng Cyrus was M fore agafte alitel bc- 
** fiore," ^c. : bat the greatcft part b taken from the Rom, (k 
l§ K, vcr. ^847 — 69 1 4. 

r^iuae Jr. u 



WherM lie with lifiiMm tea*' flMrtei^-' 
Succeding in fly wjgtf Mi to thy iia. 

Caugbt wkh iiriliMia<« «aloMA^itoilai^itAe^ 
He brewed tfcto ctrfdfcitfft mlM Mt^mtj MfS 
The wicked nefte WW wwriwr «f«lut dsde. 
Not Cfajrfl6»0ftf«r«diiit tolas ayMkr - ■ ' 
Of tronthe g iii f iiytt<i a r > i«c«ff AttMrite^* 

Geniloa6lff!n^«omijpcfer«i«k;* 

Brought* tliU WtMlf U*r ifk^^vtf^tfMMl UfB$ 

-^. 14697. Kot Ct^Us OU'ver^ Kot the Otfvcr of durioi 
ICbjr/emagnt} httt an (Hiver of Amvorics, s fboofidtindaa 
orGandun. Seever. 13114, ijzsj. SothUpaffageistotxuB* 
dcrtt«iod» which In cd. l/k^. lus been dtngod eo-^librCiMia 
fff 0/H'<r.--*Bat «^ thbOfivrr qf Jb'AuinK >Mai whom of 
Author charges as werier of the death of nng Veire ii iV *> 
clear. AccoMitif to Mmimimt I, xWi. i:.i 3, Ibcb a chaii|ev«kc 
in(>ft prnpcrtf be htocrght igaina Bettnuid ia OdtUSfD^t Ik* 
ton, afterward! CMftable of FVance, as It was In cdUbqacK* 
of a private treaty with hhn that Pttro came to Ma tooCi where 

he.was kiHed by his brother Uemy, and partly (as Ibne&i') 
con ayuJa de Bdtrian. Bnt how he IhonM cotne tO'he caScd 
Oliver I c.-innot guefs, unle& perhaps Chaucer oonfoondcd Un 
with Olivier de S^ffbn^ another Ikmoits Breton of dwft thecsi 
whowasairuContlable cfFVaitce after Bertrand. (;Fr4»tfiaftBiett- 
tions M\ Oii^'ier de Attumy, nephew to Bcrtnmd dB QottiM* 
as receiving large rewartis from Kinc Henry* v<4. i. du a4S*i 
i}ut he does not reprefeot lurai aa parcicolarly concerned hi Um 
death of Fetra]— The prrfon ineant» whcxvcr be wm^mid 
have been fufficientiy pointed out at the time by hia ooii of 
arms, which is described in ver. 1469}* 4* ^b* nk <^kid^ 
a Mi of/tunv is plain enough, but the vA of the hlMOMy > 
anaut pretcad to decipher* 



TBI MOWKtfl TALS« »33 

Ptiro King ofCypre, 
O worthy Petro ! King of Cypre alTo, 
That Alexandrie wan by high maiftrie, 
Ful many an Hethen wroughteft thou ful wo, 
Of which thin owen lieges had envitf, 
And for nothing but for thy chivalrie 1 4 705 

They in thy bed han flain thee by the morwe. 
Thu»can Fortune hire whele govemie and gie, 
And out of joye bringen men to forwe. 

Barnaho Vifeount, 
Of Milane g^ete fiarnabo Vifcounti 
God of delic, and fcourge of Lumbardi<;9 X4 7 1 o 
Whyfhuld I not thin infortane account, 
Sith in eilat thou clombcn were fo high ? 
Tliy brothers fone, that was thy double allie, 

•^. 1470IJ Petro Kini of Cypre\ Conosrning the taking of 
AlexandrU by this prince, and his other exploits, fee the note 
en ver. 51, and the authors there cited. He was aflafilnated in 
1365^, Acad, des Inf. t. xje. p. 459. 

%-. 14709. Bamabo f^feounQ BemabcrVircontiiDiike of Milafl, 
was depofed by his nephew, and thrown into prifon, wliere lie 

died in 1 385. 1 did not attend to this circumftance wlien 

IftatcdtheinflirrcaionofStrawcfn t38i a« the iatcft hifto* 
rical fad mentioned in thefe Tales, Difcourfe^ ts'c. n. 6. THe 
death of Bcmabo was certainly later. Fortunately however this 
difiierence of four years has no other confequence than that it 
makes the flippofed date of the pilgrimage in 1 38 3, which wxs 
before very doubtful, flill more improbable. The Knight might 
fts probably be upon a pilgrimage in 1 387 as in 1 383, accord-' 
ing to the precedent of Sir Mathcw de Gourney. See note on 
var. 43. 

Uilj 



t34 vn-BMntMYAti. 

For he thy p ctc w i ^md tmmiM Inrt, 

Within bis prifermMk ka dMte f^iio^ 14)15 

Bat why ne hamw^&tiiltmig dMMi «P«Miiiv«. 

Of the Eli Hogdub af PSIb ite-luigMtf 
Ther may no toa^tdlai^lbr flMu 
But littt ttntof IVftrflMit a tMri' 
In whachc Mttrttf friibii ypot w«i ki^ 147W 

Arid with him'tafchis fiitl tUidmi t|ffct| 
The eldeft tcuklf frfc ytn wm tf 1^ : 
Alas ! FortQce, it was gret orttdcK 
Suviche briddesfor to put in fwicke m. eagt, 

Daiipncd w»r he to die ia that prifoD, 14715 
For Eloger which that Bifliop wi» of Pife 
Had on him made a falfe faggcftioB, 
Thurgh which the peple gan upon him rifi^. 
And put him to prifon in fwiche a wife 
As ye han herd ; and mete and drinke he had 147)0 
So fmale, chat wel nnnethe it may fuffife. 
And therwithal it was fal ponre and bad. 

And on a day befell that in that hoore 
Whan that his mete wont was to be brought 
71) e gailer (hette the dorcs of the tourc ; I4735 
He lici cd it wel, but he fpakc right nought : 
Aiid in his herte anon ther fell a thought 

f- 147 T 7. fTrtgeHn nf pi/i^'] Chancrr himfelf has refbrred 
rp Dance for the original of this tragedy. See Jft/nmo,c* xxxffit 



TBK KOntt TAIE. t^ 

Tliflit they liuvhnBgtr wolden do htm dlen ; 

Alas ! quod he^ alas that f was wrooghc 1 

Ther with th£ ceres felien fro his tjtn . 1474 

His yongc fone, that three ycre was of age. 
Unto him faid, Fader, why do ye wepc ? 
V^han will the gailer bringcn oar potage f 
Is ther no morfei fared that ye do kepe f 
1 am to hungry that I may not ilepc. 14 74 

)fIow wolde God that I might flep^n «ver« 
Than ihuid not hunger in my wombe crepe ; 
Ther n*is no thing fauf bred that me were lever. 

Thus day by day this childe began to crie. 
Til in his fadres barme adoun it lay, 14 7J 

And faide, Farcwel, fader, I mote die ; 
And kift his fader, and dide the fame day* 
And whan the woful fader did it fey 
For wo his armes two he gan to bite. 
And faide, Alas ! Fortune, and wala wa ! 1 4 7 j 

Thy falfe whelc my wo all may I wite. 

His children wenden that for hunger it was 
That he his armes gnowe, and not for wo. 
And fayden. Fader, do not fo, alas! 
But rather ete the fieih upon us two : 14 ;< 

Our fiefh thou yaf us, take our flefh us fro, 
And ete ynough. Right thus they to him feide, 
And after that, within a day or two. 
They laide hem in his lappe adoun and dcide* 



Sji T« M0IIKS8 TAaaJ 

Himfelf Spared eke IbrlmBgcrfiaifl Uf^S 
That ended U this nudity Eri of Pife : 
From high eftat Fortone nray him taxL 
Of this tngedie it onght yBough fufiwe $ 
Who 16 wol here it in a longer wife 
Redeth the grete poete of Itaille 1477O 

That hig^te Dante, for he can it devile 
Fro point to point; not o word wol he fulle. 1477* 

^, I47tf^,tf0 ThefietwoYerfeflhitIieedltt.haTebeatnafr 
pofed, to the cooftifioa of tiie fenfe at weO a of the mctfik 
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